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Cook may 


quit 
Cabinet 
to run as 
Scots PM 

By Philip Webster, political editor 


ROBIN COOK, the Foreign 
Secretary, is considering run¬ 
ning for the post of Scotland's 
First Minister — effectively 
Prime Minister north of the 
border — after the Scottish 
parliament is elected in 19W. 

His decision will have key 
implications for Tony Blair ; s 
first serious Cabinet reshuffle, 
to be carried out next spring or 
in early summer. 

Donald Dewar, the Scottish 
Secretary’ has long been re¬ 
garded as the hot favourite For 
the job of heading the first 
Scottish government But Mr 
Cook was said by senior aides 
yesterday to be seriously con¬ 
sidering the matter, and has 
not marie up his mind. 

The two had 3 private 
dinner two weeks ago. but 
suggestions that they had 
dune a deal were discounted 
by sources close to Mr Cook. 
"Ir was more a meeting about 
how they could handle the 
inevitable speculation that 
would arise.” an aide said. 

If Mr Cook were to deride to 
opt for the job. he would be 
expected to resign from the 
Cabinet next summer to pre¬ 
pare for the Scottish elections. 
Friends said that he wuuld 
make his derision over the 
next few months. One said he 
believed the odds were on Mr 
Cook staying at ’Westminster, 
“but I could easily Lw wrong". 

The Foreign Secretary 
would be the dream candidate 
of the Labour Left in Scotland 
and there are suspicions that 
he would relish the oppurtuni- 
v. to challenge the right finan¬ 
cial rein that Cordon Brown is 
expected to exercise over the 
parliament. Some of his clos¬ 
est friends, however, say that 
hu is enjoying the job of 
Foreign Secretary and has 
r.e\ er abandoned his ambition 
in lead the Labour Party. 

Ministers will be surprised 
bv Mr Cuntdecision to leave 
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open the prospect of a move to 
Scotland. His derision will 
determine the shape of Mr 
Blairs first big reshuffle. 

If Mr Cook decided to go for 
the Scottish job. it would mean 
a wide-ranging reshuffle, and 
a promotion for someone to 
the third most powerful job in 
the Government after the 
Prime Minister's and Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer’s. 

The disclosure that Mr 
Cook is considering abandon¬ 
ing Westminster to forge a 
new career in Scotland came 
as a survey showed little 
interest among his colleagues 
to join him at Edinburgh. Just 
over a dozen MPs were pre¬ 
pared to say they would put 
themselves forward for the 
new Scottish parliament. The 
Scotsman, which conducted 
the survey, reported. 

The survey, in which 62 of 
the 72 Scottish MPs were in¬ 
terviewed, showed that many 
were staying south of the 
border because their areas of 
interest would remain within 
Wesrminsier's remit. 

In his reshuffle, the Prime 
Minister plans to bring at 
least four newcomers into the 
Cabinet. He intends to give the 
present team about a year and 
then make changes. 

Mr Biair is expected to 
bring into the Cabinet Peter 
MandeLson. his leading advis¬ 
er and Minister without Port¬ 
folio. and Stephen Byers, the 
modernising Education Min¬ 
ister. who has made a mark in 
his first year. 

Other front-running candi¬ 
dates for promotion are Tessa 
Jewell. the Health Minister, 
who took much of the flak for 
the Government in the Formu¬ 
la One sponsorship row but 
still came away with a satis¬ 
factory deal from Europe; 
Alan Mil bum. another Health 
Minister whose Green Paper 
on the future structuring of the 
service was well received; and 
Hilary ArmMrong. the Local 
Government Minister. 

If Mr Blair wanted to pro¬ 
mote from the Left, he could 
advance Michael Metcher, 
whose quietly efficient perfor¬ 
mance as Environment Minis¬ 
ter has been hailed by Cabinet 
ministers. 

Mr Mandelson is expected 
to be put into a job where he 
C3n retain the responsibility 
for the Millennium Dome, one 
of the trickiest tasks in the 
Government. 

For that reason he may 
again be denied his wish for a 
big departmental brief and 
instead be promoted within 
the Cabinet Office to the post 
of Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, held now by David 
Clark, who has been fighting a 
rearguard campaign against 
demotion. 



A confrontation between a member of tile Bicester Hunt and anti-blood sports activists yesterday. Despite widespread proteste, threatened attacks by extremists did not materialise 


Hunters saddle up for show of defiance 


TV 

OVEfZ. CHfartfnrtfiS 


By Daniel McGrory 

HUNTSMEN and their supporters 
turned out in near record numbers 
yesterday to defend their traditional 
Boxing Day meets and defy protesters 
who predicted this would be the last 
year that it would be legal to ride to 
hounds. 

Threatened a tracks from extremist 
saboteurs did not materialise, al¬ 
though there were noisy protests at 
many of the 2S0 meets and in Wales 
huntsmen claimed that seven of their 
hounds had been poisoned. 

The League Against Cruel Sports 


and other anri-blood sport groups 
insisted they were not involved in the 
incident involving the Tredegar Farm¬ 
ers' Pack hounds. 

Protesters said they were determined 
to avoid any violent confrontations for 
fear of alienating public opinion. They 
said thQ' were confident that hunting 
would be banned before 2000. 

The British Field Sports Society 
argued they had more than 300,000 
participants and supporters out yester¬ 
day compared with just 1.000 protest¬ 
ers. who were present at a handful of 
hums. Pamela Morton of the society, 
said: “Ail things considered, it has been 


a good day without any serious 
trouble. The hunting was good too.” 
Many of Britain's best-known hunts 
were out in force including the Belvoir. 
Berkeley and the Duke of Beaufort's 
foxhounds though without ils most 
high-profile supporters, the Prince of 
Wales and Camilla Parker Bowles. The 
Prince was reported to be taking part 
in a pheasant and partridge shoot at 
Sandringham with his sons. 

At the Quom Hunt near Melton 
Mowbray. Charles Geary. Master of 
the Hunt, said he was sure that this 
would not be his final meet. 

“I shall keep coming back for as long 


as I can. There will definitely be a meet 
next year and hopefully into the next 
century." he said. “This is a tradition 
going back hundreds of years arid it 
would be a disaster if it was ever 
banned from this country." 

Michael Foster, the Labour MP 
whose Private Member's Bill to ban 
hunting with hounds is thought unlike¬ 
ly to succeed, said: "I think that the 
message is loud and dear to those 
hunting this Boxing Day — their days 
are numbered." 

Publicity hunt, page 3 
Leading article, page 21 



Housing prices 
set to ease off 

The Halifax believes that 
house price rises will increase 
by just 5 percent in I99S after 
a 12 per cent increase in 1997. 

A shortage of available 
properties, which affected the 
house market this year, is 
likely to ease as more home- ; 
owners decide to sell rather | 
than to hold out for higher 1 

prices-Page 39 [ 

1 

Three killed as ! 
tree crushes car ! 

A father, his daughter and her j 
boyfriend were killed when a J 
tree fell on their car. taking ; 
the death toil in the Christmas j 
storm to 13. Gerald Ross. 56, ' 
his daughter Ruth. 29. and j 
her boyfriend. David White, | 
30. were killed as they made j 
their way home from a party ■ 

in Gwent-Page 5 ; 

I 

United increase j 
lead to six points j 

Manchester United extended 
their lead in the FA Cariine 
Premiership to six points with 
a victory over Everton while 
both Blackburn Rovers and 
Chelsea dropped points. The 
scorers in United's 2-0 win 
were Henning Berg and Andy 
Cole-—Page 25 


BBC claims win as 
festive ratings fall 

By Carol Midgley, media correspondent 


THt BBC claimed victory in 
the festive television ratings 
war yesterday after its laddish 
comedy Men Behaving Badly 
emerged as the most popular 
Christmas Day programme, 
attracting 15.5 million viewers. 

Bur these “unconsolidated" 
figures show a slump in 
comparison with last year 
when the top show. Only 
Foals and Horses, had an 
audience of more than 21 
million. 

EastEndcrs (BBC), which 
attracted *7 million viewers on 
Christmas Day 199b. achieved 
an audience of only L2_3 mil¬ 
lion this year. ITVs Corona¬ 
tion Street, watched by nearly 
15 million Iasi Christmas, 
pulled in lib million. 

The Queen's Christmas 
Broadcast also failed ro create 
the huge surge in viewing 
figures predicted after the 
death of Diana. Princess of 
Wales The broadcast, made 
in a documentary-style for¬ 
mat. attracted an estimated 12 
million people to [TV and 
BBC! — one million more than 
last year. As recently as 1993 
the broadcast was achieving 
an audience of more than lb 


million. Some critics had 
claimed that the television 
line-up was weaker this year 
despite the BBC investing £42 
million in its schedules. ~ 

[TV managed to get only 
two programmes into' the top 
ten. Coronation Street and 
Emmendale. but claimed that 
it had triumphed by reducing 
BBCl's share of the audience 
and providing the top three 
programmes on Christmas 
Eve — Emmerdale. Des 
O'Connor Tonight and Black 
Velvet Band. 

Last year BBCI gained a bl 
per cent share to ITV’s 30 per 
cent. This year BBCI had a 50 
per cent share compared with 
ITVS 34 per cent. 


THE TOP TEN 


1 Han Behaving Sadly (BBCI) 1Un 
a On* Fool in tho Or*** (BBCI) 15.1 m 

3 Coronation Start ffTO 12*0 

4 EartEndan (B8C1J 12.3m 

5 Thay think W» All Onr (BBCI) 12m 

6Unites* (BBCI) B.ftm 

7 Em mm drt * pTV) 95m 

flHn Festive Btoam«(8BC1) 9-2jn 
9 FMstones: Tho Uorto (BBCI) &6m 
ID Animal Hn a p Krt (BBCI} &*n 
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This story should be read from left to right 
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By Robin Young 

THE customer is always right but 
possibly veiy stupid. That is the 
conclusion the New Scientist draws 
after noticing how companies often 
state the obvious when labelling 
every day products. 

The magazine rites as an example of 
such dumbing-down the warning on 
a SOOg packet of Sainsbury’s peanuts 
— “Contains ■nuts". An American 
airline was so concerned that passen¬ 
gers might not Unow what to do with 


its packets of peanuts that a printed 
message said:' “Instructions: Open 
packet eat contents.” 

America is the source of the sillier- 
seeming alerts. There drivers have 
stickers on the wing mirrors of bikes 
and cars saying: “Remember — ob¬ 
jects seen in mirror are behind you." 

John Hoy land, editor of New Scien¬ 
tist's Feedback column, said: “In 
America people sue if they do some¬ 
thing they were not wanted about 
That is why we have had a cigarette 


lighter advising users not to light 
flame near the face." 

Other examples include: 

■ From America, an insect spray 
boasting “Kills All Insects", but add¬ 
ing: "Warning — harmful to bee." 

■ From Sweden, a chainsaw whose 
packaging warns: “Do not try to stop 
chain with hands." 

■ From Britain. Tesco's tiramisu des¬ 
sert carries the advice “Do not turn 
upside down" — on the box bottom. 
Marks & Spencer's bread and butter 


pudding warns: ‘Take care — product 
will be hoi after heating." And 
Rowenta, the electrical manufacturer, 
advises: "Do not iron dothes on body." 

NVloL a mixture to help people to 
sleep, cautions that it "may cause 
drowsiness". Boots cough syrup for 
young children urges: ‘Do not drive 
car or operate machinery. Avoid 
alcoholic drinks." 

Translation difficulties may explain 
advice on a Korean kitchen' knife: 
‘Warning — keep out of duldrea." 


WINTER SALE 

STARTS SATURDAY 
27th DECEMBER 


SUITS 

JACKETS 

BLAZERS 

TROUSERS 

SHIRTS 

TIES 


FROM TO 

£450 £295 


£395 

£295 

£125 


£195 

£195 

£75 


£59 £39 

MULTI BUYS OR MORE (US EACHi 


MULT! BUY:. 


MOLESKIN 

TROUSERS 

CORDUROY 

TROUSERS 


£49 £24.50 

i OK MORE ffJW EACH) 


£95 £65 

£89 £59 



Gieves&Hawkes 

LONDON: No.l SAVILE ROW, 18 LIME STREET EC3 
BATH, CHELTENHAM, CHESTER, WINCHESTER 

STORE OPENING HOURS: SAT 9-6. SUN [ \.4 
(EXCEPT LIME STREET - CLOSED WEEKENDS) 
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‘People come to 
cackle, then they 
turn contemplative' 



Valerie Grove meets 
David Benson, Kenneth. 
Williams Impersonator 
Page 19 



‘Iwasanugly 
duckling and now 
I’m a swan’ 


Charieen Sptterf, 
lead singer of Texas 
Page 18 


Police call for 


travel ban on 


soccer hooligans 


By Richard FDrd, home correspondent 


POLICE last night demanded 
that the Government make it 
compulsory for anyone con¬ 
victed of football violence to be 
barred from travelling abroad 
as a supporter. 

Jack Straw, ihe Home Sec¬ 
retary. had earlier run into 
criticism from supporters’ as¬ 
sociations after instigating 
moves to prevent convicted 
hooligans from travelling to 
next year's World Cup ITnais 
in France by forcing them to 
report to police stations during 
matches. 

The police also expressed 
serious doubts over his plan 
and said that a key part of the 
legislation was flawed. They 
called for an order barring 
travel abroad to support Eng¬ 
land to be made a mandatory 
part of any sentence imposed 
on an offender convicted of 
football-related violence. 

Mr Straw yesterday wrote 
to judges and magistrates 
urging them to make greater 
use of an existing order when 
dealing with people convicted 


of football-related violence. 
The order, introduced as part 
of the Football Spectators Act, 
bars convicted hooligans from 
travelling abroad to watch 
matches involving the English 
and Welsh teams. Under the 
restriction order, an offender 
must report to a police station 
at the time the march is taking 
place or face prosecution. 

Detective Inspector Peter 
Chapman, who heads the 
National Criminal Intelli¬ 
gence Service's hooliganism 
unit at Scotland Yard, said 
that under the legislation 
police could not arrest a 
convicted hooligan until he 
foiled to report to a police 
station at an appointed time; 
usually during a match. 

Mr Chapman told The 
World at One on BBC Radio 
4: "Say that an individual is 
obliged to report to his local 
police station at 4pm on 
Saturday. The nonsense of it is 
I can see that individual pass 
through Heathrow four, five 
or six hours earlier, knowing 


full well he is going to that 
particular football match and 
can't do anything about it,” . 

Alison Pilling, of the Foot¬ 
ball Supporters' Association. 
said: “These new rules will 
only apply to people who are 
convicted between now and 
the World Cup finals, not to 
people who already have con¬ 
victions. It is not really going 
to have much effect as a 
measure against hooligans 
and, as well as that, I think it is 
going to prove to be 
unworkable.” 

Mr Straw is concerned that 
only 10 restriction orders have 
been imposed since 1989. He 
said: "ft's for that reason that I 
have written to magistrates’ 
■ courts, the Crown Prosecution 
Service and indeed the Crown 
Courts to remind them of the 
power to give restriction or¬ 
ders in the expectation that 
when they are more familiar 
with the power they will use it 
far more effectively." 


Football, pages 25-29 


THERE IS 


ONLY ONE SALE 


PREVIEW. 



On 2nd, 3rd, 5th and tilh January, Harrods Account Customers arc offered an exclusive 
preview »>f the Sale in ail Furniture, Carpets and Sound & Vision Departments on the Third Floor, 
and in Major Household Appliances and Silverware Departments on the Second Floor. 

This offer will enable all .Account Customers to order certain Sale goods prior to the start of 
the Sale and to lake advantage of the extra 10% saving which will be offered 
on the Account Customers Day, Saturday lOthJanuary. 


If you do not already have an account, then simply visit one of our Customer Account 
Credit Stations in the Weekend Room. First Floor: Remainders Room. Second Floor Peter Guild Room, 
Traditional Furniture, Third Floor.Toy Enquiries. Fourth Floor or Advertising and Marketing. 

Filth Floor with proof or identification and address, e.g.. driving license or public utility bill and a bank 
chcquc/c redit card. Our staff will be on hand to process your application straight away.* 


Sony KJL-37W1 37" (94cni\j LCD rear projection television. 

Wide screen. N1GAM stereo sound, advanced 1'aslext (illustrated) 

(iarvuL. 
C’Ujt Pritr 

£3iiUfl 

SALE 

PRICE 

£2799 

Sony KY-29Fl'SLV-E72H N1CAM stereo TV/video package. 

29" MiHrinV). Super Trinit mn tube, fasiext. vidvuplus, lung play, 

NTSC pi ay! jack, supplied stand 

£1050 

£899 

Sony SCALY 1 lifestyle mini hi-fi system with CD, RDS tuner, 
uuio-rewrsi* tape, remote control, separate components, brushed 
aluminium finish. Dolby S. Electrostatic speakers 

£1,400 

£1,099 

Sony MHC-W35 mini hi-fi system with 5 CD changer, RD.S tuner, 
twin auto-reverse tape and remote control. ‘i.\ 55W RMS output 

£60(1 

£449 

Sony CCD-TRVfi l Hi8 camcorder with colour LCD screen, 
stereo sound. 3flx room and remote control 

£900 

£749 


*Actount npeniiis> utbjeel to dolus. Full written detaih m ailable on request. 
Anpwd shopfien only. Subject to availahility. 


SALE COMMENCES WEDNESDAY 7TH JANUARY 9AM TO 8PM. 

SALE OPENING HOURS: 

Wednesday 7th, 9am to Hpm. Thursday Hth and Friday 9th. 9am to 7pm. Saturday Kith, 9am to Bpm. 
Monday 12th to Friday 30lh, normal Harrods opening hours. 

Last day Saturday 31s»i January. 9un» to 7pm. 
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little-girl power: five fans awaiting Spiceworld’s premiere at the Empire, Leicester Square, yesterday 


Spiceworld adds seasoning 
to British films’ hottest year 


THE release yesterday of 
Spiceworld — The Movie 
caps six months of extraordi¬ 
nary success for tire British 
film industry. If the Spice 
Girls' film fulfils expecta¬ 
tions in the final week of the 
year, British films will have, 
accounted for half of box- 
office takings in this country 
since August 

Two films in particular 
have fuelled the success: The 
Full Monty and Bean. Both 
have generated more than 
$100 million (£61 million) in 
box-office takings, a level of 
business normally reserved 
for Hollywood blockbusters. 

The Full Monty has been 
the most popular film in. 
Britain this year, and is just 
£5 million away from top¬ 
pling Jurassic Fork as the 
highest-grossing film in the 
United Kingdom. 

The story of a § roup of 
unemployed*- men in Shef— 


Homegrown productions look 
likely to reel in half of Britain’s 


box-office takings since August, 


writes Philip Delves Broughton 


field who lake to stripping to 
make money and rediscover 
their pride and joie de vrvre 
along the way opened on 
August 17 and 1 has been 
showing around the country 
since. Provided it can hold bn 
to a few screens for a little 
while longer, it should suc¬ 
ceed Steven Spielberg’s dino 1 
saur movie in the top spot. 

Bean, based on Rowan 
Atkinson's television charac¬ 
ter Mr Bean, has been enor¬ 
mously popular around the 
.world. It was -the favourite 
non-Itafian-fikn-in Italy, tire 


second most popular film in. 
Germany and the fourth 
most successful in Britain. 
Bean has made fortunes for 
its creators, Richard Curtis, 
who also wrote Four Wed¬ 
dings And A Funeral and. 
televisions Blackadder, At¬ 
kinson and the London- 
based film company Work¬ 
ing Title. ■" 

Working Title has cracked 
the Christmas market with ; 
The Borrowers, based on 
Mary Norton’s children's 
books. Tim Bevan. the head 
of Working-Tittev said: fti a 


recent interview with the The 
Times that it was his ambi¬ 
tion to succeed in the lucra¬ 
tive family film market 
which is dominated by Dis¬ 
ney. “We are very aid at 
making family movies in this 
country," he said. “Family, 
when it works, is phenome¬ 
nally successful" 

Fur all the bustle and 
money in British film at the 
moment the optimism is 
cautious and no one has the 
brass to teU Hollywood that 
“the British are coming", as 
Colin' Welland did so 
impropheticaliy at the I9SI 
Oscar ceremony which had 
been dominated by Chariots 
Of Fire. 

The line within the indus¬ 
try. is. that luck rather than 
any hard and fast formula 
has produced the latest 
bumper six months. 


Films, Metro; pages 26-30-• 


MPs rally to 
minister 


over son’s 
drug arrest 


By Andrew Pierce, political correspondent 


THE Cabinet minister whose 
son was arrested over allega¬ 
tions of supplying cannabis 
won the backing yesterday of 
senior constitutionalists and 
MPs, who ruled out any need 
for resignation. 

The cross-party consensus 
has lifted any lingering doubts 
about the future of the un¬ 
named minister, who has won 
the wholehearted support of 
the Prime Minister. 

The Labour leadership also 
took heart yesterday from two 
positive leading articles in The 
Sun and the Daily Mail. 
which is traditionally hostile, 
commending the minister for 
deciding to accompany the 17- 
year-old to the police. 

Vemor Bog dan or. Profes¬ 
sor of Government at Oxford 
University, said that there was 
no precedent for a minister to 
resign because of the conduct 
of a child. “Even if the minis¬ 
ter's name comes out, 1 do not 
think thar person would have 
to go," he said. 

“The only reasons a minis¬ 
ter should stand down would 
be if he or she had failed in 
their legal responsibility as a 
parent, or if they were exposed 
to ridicule by the activities of 
the child which made their 
position untenable. 

“But this child is 17. If the 
child had been aged under 16, 
it could have been different if it 
was shown that parents had 
failed in their duty. Bui this is 
different They have fulfilled 
their duty as citizens.” 

Pipers are expected to be 
sent to the Crown Prosecution 
Service early next month. The 
minister took the boy to a 
police station after bring con¬ 
tacted by The Mirror with 
evidence that the teenager had 
allegedly been involved in 
supplying drugs. He was 
arrested and released on bail. 

Tony Blairs support for the 
minister, who cannot be 
named to protect the identity 


of the boy, underfined the Gov¬ 
ernment’s determination to see 
off any calls for resignation. 

Aim Widdecombe, the for¬ 
mer Prisons Minister, was 
also adamant that the minis¬ 
ter should remain. “MPs 
cannot be held responsible for 
the activities of their relatives 
unless they are very young. 
The minister should stay put 
and be given privacy. 

This rule should not 
change if it involves grown-up 
or nearly grown-up relatives. 
It becomes only borderline 
when the child is much youn¬ 
ger. Then it is harder to have a 
hard and fast rule. 

“But a 17-year-old is old 
enough to legally smoke, he 
can drove a lethal ton ofmetaJ, 
and he can go to war for his 
country. You cannot suddenly 
say that a 17-year-old, who is 
entrusted to do all those things, 
suddenly becomes a parental 
responsibility when a govern¬ 
ment minister is involved.” 

The MP far Maidstone and 
The Weald added that the 
Tories would not seek to make 
political capital out of the situ¬ 
ation. “It will nor happen;" she 
said. Ministers will be relieved 
at the cross-party support for 
the minister, which was con¬ 
firmed by Martin BeU. the 
Independent MP for Tatton, 
who was elected on an anti- 
sleaze platform. Mr Bell said: 
“There should be no question 
of resignation. I cannot think 
of anyone who should say that 
the minister should go. This is 
a personal tragedy. It is noth¬ 
ing to do with ministerial 
responsibility.” 

Me BeD, like Professor 
Bogdanor and Miss Widde¬ 
combe, conceded that the situ-, 
ation might have changed if 
the .child had been, younger. 
“But certainly nor when ft 
involves a child of thar age. 
This is a time for understand¬ 


ing and sympathy, not for a 
witch-hunt* 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ballot box could be 
put at the checkout 


Troops in Ulster delay 


M ecca bingo hall attack 


Food safety to hit prices 


■M 


Supermarkets could he turned into polling stations under 
plans being considered;by’’Hilary' Armstrong, the Local 
Government Minister, to increase the turnout in local 
authority elections. But an option for elections to be held on a 
Sunday has encountered resistance because of objections 
from foe Churches. Many politicians do not campaign on a 
Sunday for fear of offending churchgoers. Supermarkets are 
already at foe heart of foe Government’s thinking for its new 
Individual Savings Accounts (Isasj, which will replace Tessas 
and Personal Equity Plans in 1999. . 


A planned new year withdrawal of hundreds of British 
soldiers from Northern Ireland has been postponed amid 
fears that the loyalist ceasefire could break down. Loyalist 
groups are spending foe Christmas period reviewing their 
support for foe talks at Stormont, which they believe have 
conceded too much to foe IRA and Sinn Fein. 


A bingo hall in Luton that changed its name from Top Rank to 
Mecca suffered £3,500 worth of damage in what polio: said 
was a “racially motivated" attack on Christmas Day. Earlier 
this month, foe town’s 20,000 Muslim population sand it was 
an insult to their religion when the previous sign was replaced 
with one for Mecca. 


Food prices may have to increase after foe Treasury won a 
battle to plaice the cost of a hygiene and attrition standards 
agency on producers. A White Paper, to be published earfy 
next yeanconfLrins foe indnsfrywiD have to provide rozUions of 
pounds to pay for foe Food Standards Agency, which will have 
influence over diet, labelling, and production. 


Sales likely to net £7m 


Sales begin in earnest today, with bargain hooters expected to 
spend £7 million on dothes, shoes ami other non-edible goods 
—a 9 per cent increase on last year. The Centre for Economic 
Business Research which monitors high street spending, said 
that foe biggest redactions would be in the non-food sector, 
where £3 bfflioa of stock wiQ be on side into the new year. 


Mother’s gone to blazes 


Fire duds nj WBtebire-kave appealed to Women’s Institute 
members to volunteer as part-time firefighters. The countv is 
r k ori of about 70. Nick Westbrook, dutirmanof foe county fire 
authority, said: "Mothers whose children are at school would 
ideal to 1 ... 


beideal to be on-call during foe day.* They would receive 
retainers of up to £1,632, with more for training and callouts. 


See how they run 


An Irish Member of Partiament haseafhd for a nationwide 
ban on mouse racing after report that University ColSZT 
Gaftwyhad p&vidcd runnerefrom telaboratotyfor a 
ra^g fe^iva l Bitty Kefleher. a Kama Fail npntSS^ 
: «n**J*d the festival staged this weekend in Ballyniacward 
Co Galway, as “a Mickey Mouse event*. ' - “* 
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Boy aged 16 is found hanged in police cell 


By Bzix Hoftmann 



A Boy aged 16 hanged himself in a 
police cell only hours; after being 
arrested on Christmas’ Day on 
suspicion of attempted burglary 
David Arsons was found dead 
tv officers ai 7.10pm in a ceil at 
Cockett police station in Swansea, 
He had beeai held hours earlier 
near his parents’ home in _ the 
Penlan district of Swansea. 



night police were mystified why a 
teenager whom neighbours de¬ 
scribed as “a good, kid and. rabid 
football fan" would kfll himself 
over- a relatively small matter 
which,, if there were a conviction, 
might have been punished by a 
small fine. _ .... 

South Wales police have 
launched , an investigation in co¬ 
operation with the Police Com¬ 
plaints Authority and Richard 


Morgan, the Swansea coroner, into 
the incident. Tony and June Par¬ 
sons. the boy’s parents, were being 
comforted by relatives. A family 
spokesman said: "Everyone is very 
distressed. We are still waiting to 
find out exactly what happened* 1 

Police refused to give details of 
David’s death or why he was bring 
detained on a minor matter. 

Alan Williams. MP for Swansea 
West said: "The pressures an a 


youngster in custody at this rime of 
year would have been that much 
greater but I don’t want To specu¬ 
late without knowing any of the 
background.** He added: "It is 
strange that this should have 
happened in a police station. I am 
sure that the police will be as 
anxious as anyone that lessons are 
learnt to make sure that this does 
not happen again." 

A school friend said the hanging 


did not make sense. "He was an 

upbeat kid. Bui I guess you never 

know what really goes on inside 
somebody's head." 

Penal reform groups have said 
that suspects or prisoners are often 
at ihar most low- during the first 
hours and days after being either 
arrested or imprisoned, or after 
receiving details of a minimum 
sentence to be served. 

The number of prisoners who 


have killed themselves in England 
and Wales reached 70 this year. Sir 

David Ramsbotham. the Chief 
Inspector of Prisons, is to hold a foil 

inquiry next year into suicides in 
the 135 jails in Britain. 

The pressure group Inquest 
which helps families to investigate 
deaths of relatives in custody, has 
been campaigning for young of¬ 
fenders to be removed from a 
prison environment and for the 


introduction of new “anti-sutddc 
measures". A spokeswoman said: 
"How many more deaths does it 
take before the authorities take 
some positive action?" 

Last year 64 prisoners killed 
themselves, including two women 
and 12 aged 21 and under. Comrib- 
utory reasons for the suicides are 
believed to be prison overcrowding, 
lack of time outside cells, lack of 
exercise and bad nutrition. 


Rape may 
be due to 


Brittany 

murder 


From Adam Sage 

IN PARIS 


s '0nii| 

■'i ve* 


FRENCH police may have 
uncovered a significant 
new lead in their hunt for 
the killer of 13-yearold 
British schoolgirl Caroline 
Dickinson. 

A judicial source said 
that officers were to cany 
out DNA testing on a 30- 
year-old man accused of 
committing rape in cir¬ 
cumstances similar to 
those that led to Caroline's 
death in Brittany . 17 
months ago. The former 
ambulanceman, who has 
not been identified, is al¬ 
leged to have attacked a 
ten-year-old girl after 
breaking into her house on 
the outskirts of Paris, last 
week while her parents 
were out. 

After the girl had identi¬ 
fied the man from photo¬ 
graphs taken . in a 
restaurant where the fam¬ 
ily had eaten on the eve¬ 
ning of the rape, he 
allegedly confessed, saying 
he bad acted from a "sud¬ 
den impulse". 

Detectives drew an im¬ 
mediate parallel with foe 
murder of the schoolgirl 
ficun Launceston College. 
Cornwall, as she slept in a 
dormitory at a youth hostel 
in Heine-Fbug^res in July 
last year. ’. I. 



Pam and Allan Davies, who are sharing care of their grandson, Ben 


mother was left 


for dead in car 


By Daniel McGrory 


THE family of a suspected 
“road rage" victim described 
yesterday bow. she was left for 
dead with severe head injuries 
while her five-month-old son 
lay asleep an the bade seat of 
her car. . 

Police last night charged 
three people, including a 24-. 
year-old woman, over the 
attack on Christmas Eve. All 
three-will appear before a 
special magistrates’court later 
today. _ 

. Joanne Davies's parents, left 


her bedside in the intensive 
care ward yesterday to help 
police to appeal for more 


witnesses to the attack. 

Allan and Pam Davies said 
that their grandson, Ben. was 
left on foe bade seat while their 
daughter. 20, was pulled from 
The car after a collision ai a 
roundabout at Pembroke, 
West Wales, and beaten over 
the head. Police say that Miss 
Davies's . boyfriend, . Mark 
Duignan. 23. was also assault¬ 
ed while the couple and their 


* ■ • . v 
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Slqilien Farrell watches rival packs in action for Boxing Day 


.V’i, 


TRADITIONAL hostilities 
ranged across tiie Oxfordshire 
countryside yesterday as hunt 
enthusiasts. and protesters 
each lost their quarry in a 
chase for the moral high, 
ground. . 

With a prospective ban 


day of the hunting calendar, 
both tides were determined to 
gather in force for the Boxing 
Day meet of fbe Bicester With 
Whaddon Chase. 

Qad in tiie familiar scarlet- 
and black jackets, 60 horse¬ 
men and women of the 150- 
year-old hunt were booed and 
cheered :in equal measure as 
M they assembled at Ham in 
■ Bicester Market Square, with 
a heavy poGce presence. One 
side of the square was lined 
with local supporters, the oth¬ 
er with demanstratora from 
the League Against Cruel 
Sports, waving banners and 
shouting abuse. The mood 
among riders was more defi¬ 
ant than-confident A distinct 
note of triumphalism was 
detectable among the antis 
after the 260-vote House of 
Gammons majority last 
month for the anti-hunting bDl 
of the Labour backbencher 
Michael JFhster. They adapted 
the foptbaH:chant “*Ere we 
go" to “One more year*]. 

The hunt supporters indud- 
4} ed the formidable presence of 
Anne Hesehine. wife of the 
former DepGny Prime Mims- 
ten who stood watching wife 
approval awiders leant down 
to receive glasses of port and 
l sheny. MraHeselrine now 
rarely rides' except on the 
flatter tErraiii of Exmoor, but 
she'and her husband allow the 
Bicester to use their focal 
esiate... \ - 

i Sfc accepted that protesters 

woe entitled to make their 
pofflt peacefully, but daimed 
_ that her car ted twice been 
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attheYale of Aylesbury Hunt in Bucking 


vandalised in central London 
because of its pro-bunting 
stickers: "We know it is a 
minority sport but because we 
are in a minority there is no' 
need, to. overrun us.- Other 
minorities are not stopped 
from doing things which have 
, always been perfectly legal-^ 
Bareness Mallalieu. a Lab¬ 
our peer and lifdong hunting 
supporter, sat astride her 
mount, Archie, a few yards 
away and insisted .die battle 
was not lose “We have been 
hearing that h is. the end of 


hunting since the end of the 
last century, with the growth 
of roads arid die railways. The 
truth is that it wouldn’t make 
sense to stop it These people 
riding today are fanners, they 
have to feed and look after 
animals- each day. It is the 
people who have no responsi¬ 
bility for. animals who do all 
the shouting." 

League supporters were 
dressed in a mixture of bright¬ 
ly coloured jackets, jeans, 
trainers. Aids-awareness rib- 
bons, Barbonr-styie coals and 


flat caps. Those waving a 
banner “The End is Nigh” 
were angered when they no¬ 
ticed dial their singing was 
being conducted in ironic fash¬ 
ion by the top-hatted Timothy 
Cassel, whose mount was 
flanked by others with red 
tinsel interwoven in their ma¬ 
nes. Unabashed when the 
tinging turned to shouts af 
“Breakyour neck", Mr Cassel, 
55. said: “It*s just a Baring 
Day ritual. We don't take 
them too seriously." 

Penny Little, a league 
organiser, pleaded with the 
crowd for a peaceful protest, 
and insisted that her tide had 
won the moral argument 
“Feelings are definitely run¬ 
ning high. People who hate 
hunting, hate hunters, and 
hunters hate us, so there’s 
mutual loathing." 

In the field, the ritual turned 
into a convey of chases within 
chases. As the riders and their 
35 Welsh-cross foxhounds hur¬ 
tled through fields after the 
fox, they were pursued by a 
van filled with 15 khaki-dad 
hunt saboteurs, the direct- 
action branch of the protest 
movement, equipped with 
high-powered binoculars, two- 
way radios, and their own 
horns and whips to distract 
the hounds. 

The “sabs” were sometimes 
pursued, sometimes flanked, 
and sometimes led, by two 
vans of Thames Valley Police, 
equipped with long-lens cam¬ 
eras. tape recorders and video 
cameras. In the rear were an 
assortment of hunt followers, 

stewards and onlookers. 

As the unlikely procession 
snaked through country 
roads, hunters and saboteurs 
alternately addressed each 
other on first-name terms and 
made claims of violence and 
intimidation. 

The foxes got away. 


Ban recedes into next century 


BY AatoREW Pierce 


THE tradffional Boxing Da? 
continue beyond the millennium tn spite 
of the overwhelming support for Michael 
Foster* backbench Bill in the Commons 

iastmonfit , _ 

The le g isLui od has virtually no chance 
of'becoaffiM law- The Gavernmairis 

fcrtftefeg&feoon has effecavdy kjtedoff 
MrfbsterVhopes of bong . 

brought rradinon^ro^ 

m. Witfrthe BUI destined to pensn. 


ministers are planning to add an amend¬ 
ment to the Criminal Justice Bill that fa 
expected to be in the Qucm’s^SpeedLiiext 
autumn. Ministers are privately resigned 
to the legislation not being on the statute 

book until the end of 1999 or beyond. , 

Mr Foster's Bill feces a long t and 
difficult journey through Parliament It 
will go before a committee of Affls where 
it will be debated line by line. Even 
aident anti-hunt Tories such -.as. Alan' 
Clark have condemned die Bill as badly 

drafted and unworkable. 

A bandful of Tones, the. majority of 


" whom are implacably opposed to die Bill, 
could sabotage it during committee stage. 
Even if it comes to the Commons floor for 
report stage the opponents could filibus¬ 
ter and effectively kill off the BilL 
. . The biggest problems would lie in the 
House of Lords where the in-built 
Conservative majority would seek to 

- destroy die legislation- That would give 
Tony BUur the perfect backdrop to reform 

- the Lards and remove the voting rights of 
.-hereditary peers. 


Leading article; page 21 




Parents 
drive off 
without 


son, 5 


Joanne Davies, who suffered severe head injuries in the suspected “mad rage” attack 


child went on a late-night 
shopping trip. 

Pdice believe that the baby 
may have slept through the 
attack on his parents. He was 
not harmed. 

Witnesses said that the inci¬ 
dent began as the couple's 
Vauxtell Corsa was involved 
in an accident under the 
town’s Christmas tree. 

Mrs Davies said: “Iris been 
file worst Christmas you can 
imagine. My daughter and the 
baby were due to spend it with 


us. It's his first Christmas but 
his mother has spent it in 
intensive care. Words cannot 
express how we feeL" 

Her husband, a company 
director, said: “l*d never heard 
of road rage in my day and iris 
not the sort of thing you expect 
in a quiet town.” Both sets of 
grandparents are sharing the 
duty of looking after the baby 
while her boyfriend remained 
at the hospital. 

Detective Inspector Roger 
Hughes said: There are 


bound to be witnesses to what 
happened that night and al¬ 
though we have people in 
custody, it’s still vital that 
anyone who might have seen 
something comes forward." 

Miss Davies, who had 
worked at a playgroup before 
having her child, was taken to 
Withybush General Hospital 
in Haverfordwest, but trans¬ 
ferred to a specialist head 
injuries unit 60 miles away. 
She was yesterday in a "criti¬ 
cal but stable" condition after 


undergoing emergency sur¬ 
gery at Morrisfon Hospital in 
Swansea. 

Police last night charged 
Shane Doyle. 26. with the 
attempted murder of Miss 
Davies, attempting to peven 
die course of justice and 
assualting Mr Duignan. 
Christine Reily, 24. was 
charged with asksting offend¬ 
ers and attempting to peven 
the course of justice. Simon 
Evans. 18. was charged with 
assisting offenders. 


A BOY aged five was 
reunited with bis parents 
yesterday after they acci¬ 
dentally left him at a 
petrol station. 

Bill and Daryl Collins 
drove off separately from 
die Tesco garage in Great 
Dunmow. Essex, without 
realising that their son, 
Kyle; had gone to buy 
sweets. The boy was spot¬ 
ted by staff and taken to 
the police station. Mean¬ 
while. Mr and Mrs Col¬ 
lins drove for more than 
an honr until a radio- 
appeal alerted them to 
their missing passenger. 

The couple, from Elsen- 
bam, were near Mrs Col¬ 
lins’s mother’s bouse in 
West Mersea, where they 
were dne to have dinner. 
Kyle had slipped out of his 
mother's Volvo while she 
paid for petrol and. when 
she returned, she pre¬ 
sumed be bad got into her 
husband’s hire car. which 
had already left 

Sergeant Trevor New¬ 
man, of Dunmow police, 
said: “Kyle was initially 
upset when he realised 
they had gone off without 
him. But he loved it at the 
police station and seemed 
to be having a grand 
adventure." He said Kyle 
was lucky to have been 
spotted by garage staff. 
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If yurtl Be to taw more about our inque nteSen to us fur a free 




bOOHet at the Jack Oniri Mery Lynclibaft Temessee 37352 USA. 


AT JACK DANIEL DISTILLERY, we’ve been roiling 
barrels of Tennessee Whiskey for longer chan anyone 
can remember. 


It was 1866 when Jack Daniel founded his distillery here 
in the Tennessee Mis. And here is where we have always 
remained, making whiskey in the painstaking manner A 
he perfected. "Let’s make it che best we can, every day La 
we make it,” is what our founder always said. And, i| 
we promise, we’re still saying that in Jack Daniel’s B| 
Hollow 13i years later. §1 


TACK DANIEL’S TENNESSEE WHISKEY 
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storm death toll to 13 

SOmph ‘hurricane* winds have brought death, destruction and power 


cuts to 40,000 people around the British Isles, reports Russell Jenkins 








Gerald Ross and his daughter Ruth, who were both killed in the car on Christmas Day. with son Andrew Ross 


A FATHER, his daughter and 
her boyfriend were crushed to 
death when a tree fell on their 
car, taking the death toll in the 
Christmas storm to 13. Two 
other people in the Ford Escort 
flattened by the huge tree 
escaped alive» from the 
wreckage. 

Gerald Ross. 56, his daugh¬ 
ter Ruth. 29, who lived in* 
GeJligaer, Gwent, and her 
boyfriend, David White, 30. 
were killed on Christmas Day 
as they made their way home 
from a’ party in a nearby 
village. 

Their car was crushed “like 
a matchbox” by the 60ft tree 
which toppled in 8Qmph ] 
winds on a country road near 
Blackwood, Gwent ■ • 

Mr Ross was sitting in the 
front seat of the car next to his 


daughter. The other couple, 
Michael Lewis. and Alma 
Jones. 27. who were sitting in 
the back with Mr White, 
managed to get out of the 
wreckage-of me Ford Fiesta 
with relatively minor injuries. 

Mr. Lewis's mother, Linda, 
said: “It was a terrible trage¬ 
dy. My son is in a terrible state 
of shock but he is way lucky to 
be alive. He and his girlfriend 
had gone to a party with Ruth 
and David for Christmas 
night 

“Ruth’s dad said he would 
drive over at midnight to pick 
them up. They had a good 
time but were very tired and 
looking forward to getting 
home but the tree just sudden¬ 
ly fell on top of the car. The 
others had no chance because 
the trunk fell an them. My son 


is blacked out 


By Russell Jenkins 


IT WILLhe. remembered-in 
Rob Cramp’s .household in~ 
the holiday village of 
Rhoscolyn, near Holyhead, , 
as the C hr i stm as when die 
lights went ont.- . . 

Mr Cramp, 54* a coast¬ 
guard officer, his wife. Jean, 
and grownup sons had to 
beg a neighbour for space in 
ftdr gas-*wcn to cook then* 
bud, finally sitting dawn, to 
Chriflte hradfSiitfeW- 
ning. The fights had gone out 
at 6.45pm ; on Christmas Eve 
and power was finally re¬ 
stored yesterday afternoon. 

“It was different sort of 
Christmas, aO right," Mr 
Cramp said: “You couldn’t do 
anything. We! were Indy 
because one of our friends 
had a gas cooker. We cooked 
what we canid when they bad 
finished. We sat down to eat 
at around 7pm. 

There was no tdevisfoii. 
We cbald not even turn on; 
the radio because we had no 
batterie&. We ended inp aD ' 


' sitting around with a couple 
of neighbours trying to see 
. the funny .side of it afl. It will 
be remembered as a pretty 
miserable Christmas." 

The Cramps were forced to. 
watch helplessly as two freez¬ 
ers full of food began to 
defrost and perish. “My wife 
started -to get pretty de> 
pressed, .Itot she has cheered: 
up now fimpower is back on."-: 
Mr Cramp'said. Thankfully 
it was quite mild, just miser¬ 
able; We were hicky because 
we bad a gas fire. We did 
have heating in one room of 
the boose. Everyone huddled 
around.” . 

• Much of Anglesey, Caer¬ 
narfon and pockets around 
Beaumaris and Porthmadog 
were Uacked out during the 
hurricane-foree gales that 
gathered pace and venom - 
across the Irish Sea. Famifies 
made frantic telephone calls 
to power companies, often to 
be greeted with the engaged 
tone or a recorded message. 



AT ELIZABETH DAVID 
C00KSH0PS 

SALE STARTS 
> 27 th DECEMBER 

te< ^^.r d &CE£55.00 

;-UC^J-« mCE£ 27 50 

. UC ^^“RlCE£19.0fl 
SALE PRICE £99.99 


*aSW.OO SALE PRICE £78.99 


and his girlfriend were in the 
back and it missed them by 
inches.” 

Meanwhile hundreds of 
power workers were drafted 
into black-out trouble spots — 
notably in Northern Ireland, 
north Wales and Cheshire — 
to cany otft emergency repairs 
to pylons and damaged cables 
as thousands of homes re¬ 


mained without electricity for 
a second day. 

An air and sea search for a 
missing French trawler lost off 
the west coast of Wales foiled 
to find any trace of the crew of 
five. 

The rescue operation began 
on Christmas Eve after an 
emergency distress beacon 
was set off on the Tout an Trez 


30 miles west of St David’s 
Head. Coastguards in Swan¬ 
sea said that a rescue helicop¬ 
ter found no trace of a Uferaft 
thought to have been spotted 
in the area where the trawler 
vanished. 

The work of those engaged 
in the dean-up operation has 
been hampered by continuing 
poor weather conditions but 


the weathermen said that 
storms were dying oul The 
London Weather Centre said 
there would be some blustery 
winds in the West and the 
North and rather cool at 7C to 
9C (45-48F) but some areas, 
especially in the Smith East, 
can expect some sunshine 
today. 

A spokesman said: “It will 


remain rather unsettled bur 
there is nothing on the horizon 
quite as dramatic as it has 
been over the past few days." 

The miserable Christmas 
continued for thousands of 
householders in villages in 
Anglesey. Caernarfon. Snow¬ 
donia and Cheshire who were 
still without power until late 
last night. Man web. which 


provides power to Merseyside 
and north Wales, put 500 
workers into the field repair¬ 
ing lines damaged by fallen 
trees and debris. 

They' were steadily reducing 
the total number of blacked- 
out homes from a maximum 
of 40.000. 

Forecast, page 24 
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FUN TUB Red 
Also available in Blue 


Also available 
5-Shelf Unit Wasf24W 
Now £22-49 Save £2-50 
4-Shelf Unit WasJOW 
Now £17-99 Save £2 
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CD PERSONAL HI-FIs 




SAfiYO CDP900 
WORLD’S HRST 40 SECOND 
AIVTVSHOGKCDPlJlYBt 

• Random/repeat ptey. 

• 22 track programmable CD. 
Was £248-99-Was £®9.99. 
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HITACHI 7 WC 10 sauemcc 

stbbeoradioca^ette A JH 

• AM/FM Stereo Radio. M MW f*ft 

• Auto stop. • Tone f fcg^T t i|y 

WmLVtes£2 a9a ■ iTn 

masw TBEEaama 

UDtV9M 

^ £|3«99 



VRTR203 - 

RADIO CASwHc 

•ANI/FMwfe 

•Tbrnccnmoi 

WasfMSS. 




£19.99 


CD RADIO 
CASSETTES 


► cznnzJi' 

,-alC 



'«►<! "s.-. i . 


\ • 



t s/lt/t 


HITACHI cxtw 

CD RADIO CASSETTE sauhk* 

• programmable CO. 1 

• AM/FWstereoradb._B^^B 

•Auto-stop. £D3l99 

Was £7939. bcusmtoOSGRewlLtd 


Remote control, 
in-stem Pnce £12999. 


PLUS 3 DAY 
EXTRA SALE 
VOUCHER 




SB*3*®* 


S/ll/C 


*• 






SAVE £10 





FINE ART SYSTEM 


uimmre-n 

• Plays up to 3 CDs. 

• Mission 730 h&-R 
separate speakers. 

• 3 piece component 
system 

• RDS digital tuner. 
Was £54939. 






CD HI-FIs WITH 
TURNTABLE 








'OSS? 


Option* 


/J-«- , r.oiWl 


PERSONAL 
HI-FIs 



6 MONTHS 


m 






6 MONTHS 



COMBINED TV 
AND VIDEOS 


«****•*"■ 


S/ll/t 




f M:- 


• Plays up to 5 CDs. 

• 2x25 watts * 
(RMS) power ^ 

output ^ 4 
Was £29939. ibl 


SAflVD SVS8G0 


DUUS. DtxonsDMl 

£ 249 


CD MICRO HI-FIs 

®1L__ - 

:lr^ 

'34 < 


PORTABLE TVs 


*m r £ 


TZM 



K LARGE SCREEN 
TELEVISIONS 

SAVE£20 


MATSU M«|SS!5 

HVR TMTHXT TV 46cm 



corrraoLTv 

• 34anvfefcte 
screen aiza. . 

• On-screen" stem vtaife semen ska. 

. ,W»£32ase.)n-!itare 


£179.99 


a £ 9o 


MATSUI™** 


»34cm vlsfcte - ' salcp 


■j»/', 'll 


• 34cm vtefcte 
screen size. 

• Onscreen 

***** J 
Was £27939.1 


PHILIPS TOOT 


SAVE£20 


SONYs 


SONYmee 





save .EH 

A TOTAL CF L VV 


SAVE£50 

# * • 


JVC DKE10 


MATSUI MCH89Q 


SANYO DC MSS 


SONY 

MHC-RX70 


FERGUSON 


SAVE£30 


SAVE £ 50 


suuia nsxpS70 


SAVE£20 


CD PLAYERS 


£159.99 


SAHS1NC 33SOTT 




SAVE „7A 

A TOTAL OF 1 I U 





29.99 


WATCH OUT FOR OUR 
VOUCHER SPECIALS! 


w* MWcted Pfwtects In 


Monday 29 th DecefnberTSgz 


SPEAKERS 


AMPLIFIERS 




VIDEOS 


MATSUI CDP200 


SAVE£40 

MINIDISC PLAYERS 


SP0UCB* 

• TOwats 
per ctemel 

• 90 dBAV/msenstfivSy. 

• Impedance 8 Ohms. 

Was £12399. 


wharfedale 


1 i i; I k w 

: u! yL^-l! Vt.fi/, J, il . 

'i iniii ■: .'-ii 


• Extended playt.* Auto 
set-141. • 2SCART sockets. 
Was £37935 £34939. 
In-store Price £32999 


• 6 auefe input term in al s. 

• Phono sage fitted 
Was £19999- 


YM8UM AX-390 


9.99 


TANNOYmz 


SAVE£40 

»T» 


SONY 


atllll SHARP 

WJMMW 


MDM5200 




39.99 


Where asaring bcHMd against a *mV 
price the product has been offered for sale 
by Dbtons at the higher price far at least T8 
consecutive days prior to t h e promotion. 


MATSUI VP9606 


SAVE 

£ 1 OTALCr 


£20 


HEADPHONES 



SHARP 


SAVE£50 


SAVE£40 


Hacboics swraoo 


* 50 naos per darnel 
•6 turto hpn lerminafa. 
•Ftefnomecrxrol 
WMCn&M. 


THOUSANDS OF CLEARANCE BARGAINS • THOUSANDS OF CLEARANCE BARGAINS 




13331 
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FREE 

OPTION 
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PLAYING SAFE 


Dressing down is 
advisable if you wantto 
avoid being mu^ed in 
the j««t dangerous ■ 
bacfofrafexsofthc 
wbdd’Sodeans, according 
to UojiTs of London, 
the maritime insurers 
(PHerftjster writes). 

The trend among 
mSlronaires for converting 

unasstmmjg-J poking 
tugs and cargo boats into 
fenny erasersreflects 
an increasing risk from 
piracy. The piracy blade 
spots mdade the coasts 
aroundIndonesia, the 
Ptefippioes, Brazil. the 
Gnifnf Thailan d and 
Tanzania.Worst of aB. 
saysitoyd’s, is the 
Sftrfh Qpn 3 Sea. 

The-international 

.Maritime Bureau, which 

advise Uoyd’s and 
monitors piracy levels. 

says thetrepd is on the 

'increase:More than 40 
-people Were reported 
lulled by pirates in the fust 
nine months of 1997, 


compared with 26 for 
the same period last year. 

The bureau believes 
dial the true number of 
attacks is much higher 
than recorded statistics 

show. Many yacht 
owners are wealthy and 
secretive, a bureau 
spokesman said, and are 
therefore reluctant to 
report attacks for fear of 
expensive and probing 
police investigations, 
pirates use stealth 

and the cover of darkness 
to board vessels before 
crew members can read 
“They steal the cargo or 
die crew’s valuables. 

usually emptying the 
master’s safe on the way.” 

the spokesman said. 

Although the bureau 
does not recommend it, 

gome ship owners have 
taken to carrying guns to 

defend themselves. This 

has caused problems with 
local customs forces 

which enforce* wide 

variety of firearms laws. 


The foredeck, of the Fredrikstad with Jacuzzi, left, 
and the leather and mahogany on the bridge : 


miles an hour? 


- From the comer of an eye, I noticed the verdant scenery hlur by 
hke'tfjie brushstrokes-of an impressionist painting,- 
• _ AltiiougS, if truth be told, the whole experience seemed slightly 
more s®eat After afl, who has ever heard of a Eoom 
.’ travelling;^ miles an hour? 

ext 1427 for your test drive! V-class 

< OF RIO* PBCE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS, ^.nwwde&tenuo.ufc 


Beneath: the commeraaLseemlng exterior are all 
the comforts, including this opulent dining room 
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Before the Fredrikstad in her previous incarnation as an Arctic rescue ship 


Forget gin 
palaces, 
convert an 
icebreaker 

Simon de Bruxelles sees the latest 
in 'off-road 8 ocean-going luxury 


ALAN WELLS 


After the converted Fredrikstad moored at St Katherine’s Dock. East London 


THEY are the yacht world's 
equivalent of the off-road vehi¬ 
cle: former tugs, icebreakers 
and weather steps converted 
into go-anywhere vessels in 
which their owners can ex¬ 
plore the back-waters of the 
world. 

Beneath the rough and 
ready exterior is likely to be an 
interior fit to grace the most 
ostentatious. floating gin pal¬ 
ace. But unlike their flashier 
counterparts, the super-rich 
pioneers of the latest trend in 
yachting would rather not 
draw attention to themselves. 

They steer dear of the 
crowded marinas of StTropez, 
Monaco and Pbrtofino and set 
sail instead to more exotic 
destinations where it can be 
dangerous to attract the 
wrong sort of at¬ 
tention. Besides 
the threat from pi¬ 
rates, despots or 
envious locals, 
there is always foe 
risk of scratching 
the paint A paint 
job on a superyacht can cast 
between £2 million and 
£3.5 million. 

John Hughes, a broker who 
specialises m what he rails foe 
adventure or explorer yachts, 
said: “If you are skipper of a 
boat like that, you Ye not going 
to risk scratching it or gening 
foe topsides dirty by using a 
commercial harbour. But if 
you go to many parts of the 
world that is the only option 
available. 

“With a former commercial 
vessel it is not only likely lb be 
far more rugged and seawor¬ 
thy, it doesn't stick out like a 
sore rhumb." 

In the past year at. least two 
ocean-going', tugs, a former 
government weatherstrip-and . 
four Dutch pilot vessels _haye_ 
been bought for^-erihversion 
into the nautical version, of a 


custom-built Range Rover. 
The cost, however, not to 
mention the astronomical ex¬ 
pense of everything from crew 
to mooring fees, means that 
even recipients of this year's 
record tirty bonuses cruising 
the Earl’s Court Boat Show, 
which opens on January 9. are 
likely to find it beyond then- 
means. 

Mr Hughes said: “These are 
the people who own foe banks, 
not the mes who work for 
them. 

"You might get foe vessel for 
£200,000 but then have to 
spend a couple of million 
converting it But you are 
getting a whole hunk of steel 
for your money and for a 
superyacht it’s a bargain. 
These vessels have tots of 
interior space to 
keep foe owner's 
toys as well as 
plenty of accom¬ 
modation. There 
may be a helicop¬ 
ter, a sail boat or a 
jet-ski inside but 
no one would ever know it 
One I know of has the owner’s 
seaplane in the hold.” 

A former Norwegian ice¬ 
breaker that spent her first 20- 
years with die Norwegian Life 
Boat Association rescuing 
trawlers from foe ice floes of 
the Arctic Circle is among the 
latest conversions. The i 
Fredrikstad, now moored at St 
Katherine’s Dock in Wapping, 
East London, is credited with 
saving 623 vessels during her 
career. Her reward was to be. 
completely gutted and trans- 
formed with gold fittings, ma¬ 
hogany pandling. television 
arid GD player m every cabin, 
a Jacuzzi oh the forededc and a 
price.tag of about £2 million. 

. The-shipyard that carried 
out the work says clients who 
have ordered simSar -conver¬ 
sions have subsequently speci¬ 


fied a less glossy paint finish 
in order not to advertise their 
wealth unnecessarily. 

Jonathan Beckett, the man¬ 
aging director of the brokers 
Nigel Burgess Ltd, which 
specialises in foe sate and 
charter of luxury yachts in¬ 
cluding foe Fredrilatad. said: 
“There is a growing market 
for this sort erf‘off-road’ vessel, 
albeit a small one. There is a 
definite interest in buying foe 
Land Rover or Range Rover 
type of yacht" 

- He says it is unlikely there 
.will be any evidence of this 
trend at the Boat Show. “A 


50 ft yacht is a big boat at the 
Boat Show. But boats like that 
go on board foe son of vessel 
we are talking about,’* he said. 

"The -idea is you have the 
level of comfort you require on 
the inside, with the rugged¬ 
ness and seaworthiness of the 
anginal ship. Usually foe 
buyer purchases the boat then 
asks a shipyard to refurbish it 
to their own specification. 

“In foe eyes of an experi¬ 
enced sailor these boats have a 
beauty of their own. One can 
appreciate them as one would 
appreciate the qualities of a 
Land Rover and, in very bad 


seas, the extreme seaworthi¬ 
ness. They are, of course, 
particularly suited to visiting 
some of foe less hospitable 
areas of the world.’' 

Millionaire ship owners 
who wani to get away from the 
crowds are being forced to 
became more adventurous. 
Mr Hughes said: “Several 
large yachts have gone up foe 
Amazon recently and others 
have gone off to Antarctica or 
into the Arctic rirde. 

“They might look rather 
rough and ready but they will 
take anything the sea can 
throw at them and all foe 


equipment, such as foe diesel 
engines, is massive and will 
last for ever." 

The Fredrikstad "s transfor¬ 
mation from rusty tub to 
multimillionaire’s bath toy 
was undertaken by the Pen¬ 
zance Dry Dock in Cornwall, 
owned by the businessman 
Peter de Savary. 

The lb-month operation in¬ 
volved completely stripping 
out the hull and refitting foe 
75 ft vessel. Three guest cabins 
are equipped with on suite 
tiled bathrooms, leather up¬ 
holstery. antique decor and 
mahogany panelling, while 


foe latest electronic equipment 
has been installed on the 
bridge. She can carry eight 
guests and four crew at a 
sedate 12 knots for 3,000 miles 
without refuelling. 

Marketing manager Clare 
Whitney- said: “It’s about as 
luxurious as you can get, 
certainly as luxurious as any 
floating gin palace but with 
much more character. It’S also 
a hardier craft which will 
appeal to owners who want to 
go exploring, rather than sim¬ 
ply floating in foe Mediterra¬ 
nean or the Caribbean. A big 
white gin palace attracts a lot 


of anention and. if you're 
moored off the coast of a Third 
World country, that anention 
might not be completely 
friendly. 

“With a more commercial, 
rugged appearance foe money 
spent on the yacht is less 
obvious, more discreet. Obvi¬ 
ously the luxury cruisers have 
not lost their appeal but there 
is a move towards more con¬ 
versions of older vessels. 
We’re finding more and more 
people are looking for less 
opulent finish on foe outside 
and 150 per cent luxury on the 
inside." 
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Ruth GledhiU chronicles Winchester’s plan to twin Anglican and Catholic communities rich in history, arts and social challenges 


ai 


Cathedral woos holy 
fathers of Florence 


CHRSBALCOM 8 E 


r-i 


WINCHESTER could, soon be 
twinned with Florence in what 
is believed would be the first 
partnership between a Church 
of England diocese and 
Roman Catholic authorities. 

Diocesan officials in Win¬ 
chester. known for its cathe¬ 
dral and as the place where 
Jane Austen died, have opened 
negotiations with the hierar¬ 
chy in the Italian dp-' famed 
for Machiavelli and 
Michelangelo. 

Senior Anglicans, including 
the Right" Rev Geoffrey 
Rowell. Bishop of Basing¬ 
stoke, have visited Florence to 
discuss the possible arrange¬ 
ments. Father Timothy Ver- 
don, a canon of the cathedral 
of Santa Maria del Fiore, paid 
a return visit, listening to 
choral and other services at 
Winchester Cathedral. 

Most dioceses in the Church 
of England have links with 
others around the world, but 
these are nearly always with 
Anglican dioceses, or with 
those of Lutheran or other 
Protestant churches. Winches¬ 
ter is thought to be the first to 
open negotiations with a 
Roman Catholic diocese in 
Italy. 

It is hoped that exchange 
visits can be arranged be¬ 
tween Catholic seminarians in 
Florence and Anglican ordi- 
nands from Winchester, Ne¬ 
gotiations have begun which 
could lead to the world- 
renowned cathedral choir fly- 












The majestic duomo towering above the Italian 
city famed for Machiavelli and Michelangelo 





ing to Florence to sing in a 
service at the duomo. 

It is also hoped to involve 
the wider communities be¬ 
yond the cathedrals and 
churches of Hampshire and 
Florence, including schools, 
industry and the arts, and 
addressing social issues such 
as unemployment The two 
communities have another 
link: they are former capitals 
of their countries.. 

Bisop Rowell visited the 
Archbishop of Florence. Car¬ 
dinal Silvano Piovanelli. in 
June to put the idea to him. 
Interviewed for the January 


edition of Winchester Way. the 
diocesan newspaper. Bishop 
Rowell said: “We were given a 
wonderful reception. Florence 
is a major Christian arts 
centre. 

"That is a great heritage 
that we can all learn from. 
This would not just be a 
cathedral-to-cathed ral link, 
but diocese-to-diocese.” The 
twinning would be formally 
established by the mil¬ 
lennium. 

Father Verdon said: "We 
were very flattered w be 
approached by the Winchester 
diocese. It is an opportunity to 


learn from one another and 
from the historical differences, 
and about the two distinct . 
religious traditions." 

The Right Rev Michael 
Scott-Jqynt, the Bishop of Win¬ 
chester. said: “It is a matter we 
are still exploring." It had yet 
to be discussed by the diocesan 
synod. 

But he added: “One thing 
we are keen to ensure is that 
the relationship that develops 
is not jusr about artistic and 
historic Winchester, but will 
include industrial and post- 
industrial areas too. We must 
be quite dear that this is not 
simply artistic and cultural 
Chnstianity." 

Canon Charles Stewart, pre¬ 
centor and sacrist of Winches¬ 
ter, who earlier this year 
visited Florence to attend a 
service celebrating the cathe¬ 
dral’s 700zh anniversary, said: 

"Both Winchester and Flor¬ 
ence have been places of 
pilgrimage over die centuries. 

1 think that is an area they will 
want to explore. There are all 
sorts of educational possibili¬ 
ties which are being looked at 

“But there are issues also 
such as unemployment which 
are affecting people in both 
cities. While we think of 
Florence as being an extreme¬ 
ly beautiful and affluent place, 
there are underlying social 
problems there as well as 
here." 

Faith. Weekend, page 12 The cathedral at Winchester, a model for Trollope’s tales of ecclesiastical abuses 
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THE SUNDAY TIMES 

Cannabis, 
the cabinet 
minister and 
my son’s 
conviction 


THE birthplace of Machi- 
aveUi and the Renats- 
sance is celebrated more 
for its past than its 

PI aT 5 s spectacular build¬ 
ings, heritage and works 

of art testify. home 

once to Leonardo da \ in¬ 
ti. Micbdangdo, Dante. 
Galileo and was famously 

ruled for generations pv 
the formidable Media 
family . 

As with Winchester, re¬ 
ligion has been central to 
the city’s development 
Among dozens of surviv¬ 
ing religions buildings, 
dominating the skyline is 
the spectacular Gothic ca¬ 
thedral, or duomo. of 
Santa Maria dd Fiore. 

Florentm, meaning the 
“flourishing town”, was 
founded in the find centu¬ 
ry as a garrison for 
Roman soldiers. In its rise 
to eminence it was once 
Italy’s capital. The 12th 
and 14th centuries were 
marked by the heated 
battles between the Gudf 
and GhibeUine frictions, 
involving alliances and 
battles with various popes, 
foreign countries and oth¬ 
er Italian cities such as 
Pisa. 

During this period the 
florin was minted, and its 
financiers, among them 
the wealthy Medicts, rose 
to become the most influ¬ 
ential in Europe. 

By 1528. die religious 
stature, wealth and pres¬ 
tige of the citizens of 
Florence was such that 
during one crisis they 
found the confidence to 
expel their prince from the 
city and formally elect 
Jesus Christ as King of 
Florence aud the Virgin 
Mary as Queen. 

The city flourished until 
the 19th century, when the 
Napoleonic wars, the re¬ 
peated floods of the Arno 
river and the hordes of 
wonktbe writers and art¬ 
iste descending on the dty 
began to threaten both its 
growth and its heritage. 

The dty covers about 40 
square miles. Although 
rhany residents work in 
industry in the suburbs, 
the main source of reve¬ 
nue is tourism. Tire arts, 
crafts, opera, music fash¬ 
ion. festivals and medieval 
pagea ntr y are central its 
life 

Through all these activi¬ 
ties are woven, now as in 
past centuries, - the tradi¬ 
tions and beliefs' of the 
Roman Catholic Church, 
and Florence remains a 
centre of religious pil¬ 
grimage. ; 

On Easter Sunday, it is 
still a tradition to wheel a 
pagoda-style gilded cart 
decorated with tassels and 
crown to the cathedral 
where it is strode by a dove 
flying from the altar, and 
bursts into flames, a cere¬ 
mony known as the “ex¬ 
ploding of the cart". 


OVSTEL LOW-COST K'iTERJ'iATiOMAL CALLS 
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BATHROOMSU1TE 

V LESS THAN - I. '• 
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With over 50% off 
all our suites, your dream 
bathroom is now more 
affordable than ever. 


EVERYTHING'S TAKEN 
CARE OF WITH 
THE DOLPHIN SERVICE 

Design, planning, 
installation, plumbing, electrics, 
plastering and tiling. 

NOTHING TO REPAY 
UNTIL SUMMER '98* 







Pine Vanity Unit 

Abo amiable in Mahogany 


7 Piece Accessory Set 


£155 


£99 


THE NATIONAL BATHROOM SPECIALIST WITH OVER 150 SHOWROOMS NATIONWIDE 
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BMHET 
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BEDFORD 

BmnMxm 

BUOWEU 

B HO WWBBP 

BROKET 

BURTSLEBMUMS 

CUBEHOr 

awamuftr 

aunwR 

BCW9QHD 

CHOSE* 

CM5WK 

cuttwat-sa 
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^Two years ago 
our new year 
celebrations were 
blighted by the fact 
that our older son 
was spending four 
and a half months 
as a guest of Her 
Majesty. So when I 
heard that a cabinet 
minister's son had 
been arrested for 
allegedly selling 
cannabis, my reaction 
was one of sympathy 
for the boy’s parents, 
even before I 
learned who the 
person was 

David Steel -— . 
News Review, .; : 
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rise to new glory 


‘Lost domain 1 


tp be restored 
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enaria, the-Versailles 
Italy and a royal 
lost domain’*, is to 
restored after 
ruin and neglect, 
come ding with the expected 
retur i next year of the coun¬ 
try's ariled royal family, the 
Savq s. 

Th s month the lower house 
of the Italian parliament voted 
inar risy debate to give a first 
readi ig to a BUI opening die 
way or the return of Victor 
Ermrunud, the 60year-old 
heir x> - the throne. Victor 
Emm unuel, son of Italy’s last 
King, Umberto II, left Italy as 
a boy of nine in 1946 after a 
body contested referendum 
narro ii y voted to abolish the 
mona :hy. which many Ital¬ 
ians 1 eld to be tainted fay 
assocL don with Mussolini. 

Then is no chance of a 
restore ion. But although Vic¬ 
tor Ei imanueL is prone to 
gaffes - he appeared recently 
to deft id Mussolini'S treat¬ 
ment o the Jews and had to 
backtre ~k hastily — few Ital¬ 
ians o] pose his return and 
there is Rowing interest in the 
Savoy 1 gacy. The Bill would 
amend Italy's Constitution, 
which a present bans all male 
mem be; of tire House of 
Savoy ram setting foot on 
Italian s nL Next year it will go 
to the S nate and then back to 
tiie low sr house for a final 
reading when an absolute 
majorir is needed for it to- 
pass. 

The I ill is opposed fay the 
Commi lists, on whan the 
centred t Government of Pro¬ 
fessor K imano Prodi normal- 
dqrer Is for its majority. But 
ie cotre-right Opposition, 
support the Bill and Signor 
Prodi h 5 indicated that if it 
fails, he will hold a referen-. 
dura on; flowing the Savoys to 
return i an exDe in Switzer-. 
land afte half a century. 

The pr sent members of the 
House oi Savoy—Victor Em¬ 
manuel, is wife Maria Doria 
and the ■ ‘ son, Emrrianud 
FHiberto -will not be allowed 
to take’ put in politics when 
theyre tumor to seektoregain 




The SanfUberto chapel, which forms part of the Venaria complex 



The Gallery of Diana at Venaria, left, which is almost 300ft long and is part of the restoration project and, above right one of the royal bedrooms in what was conceived as a hunting lodge 


l 


former royal properties. None¬ 
theless, the restoration of 
Venaria, Tiear Turin, is seen as 
a symbol of the reconciliation 
between tiie fanner monarchy 
and the Italian people; with 
tiie Ministry of Culture, head¬ 
ed by Walter Veltrani. the 
Dqxtfy Prime Minister and a 
former Communist contribut¬ 
ing more than. £20 million to 
tiie cost . 

The Savoys ruled Piedmont 
first as dukes and latw as 
kings, from the Htb centujy, 
making Turin their capital in 
1574. They gained royal status 
in 1713 arid soon after acquired 
Sardinia. In the 19th century 
the Savoys supported Garibal¬ 
di'S struggle for Italian unifi¬ 
cation. with Victor Emmanuel 
II becoming the first King of 
Italy in I860, and T^rin serv¬ 
ing briefly as the national 
capital. 

Consciously modelled on 
Versailles. Venaria was con- 
: ceived as a hunting lodge and 
estate ty Duke Cano Emman¬ 
uel II in the I7th century. The' 
duke was pot noted 'for his' 
military prowess — his forces 
suffered an ignominious de¬ 



Vehronl left Victor Emmanuel and Prodi 


feat while trying to conquer 
Genoa in 1672—but the glory 
that eluded him on the battle¬ 
field came instead in the field 
of architecture. He founded 
the baroque centre of Turin 
and in 1663 commissioned the 
architect Amedeo di CasteHa- 
monteto transform the village 
of Altessano Superiore near 
Turin into a “new royal town". 

The project was not popular 
with tiie Piedmontese, who 
had to pay for it in taxes. But 
the result was a magnificent 
palazzo. with frescoes dedicat¬ 
ed to Diana, godess of hunt¬ 
ing. and gardens with fount¬ 
ains, grottoes; an orangery, an 
open-air theatre -and a fish¬ 


pond “500 paces long”, as well 
as areas for rearing pheasants 
and training horses. The "Ital¬ 
ian Versailles” became one of 
the sights of Europe and was 
expanded further by Carlo 
Emmanuel’s sen. Victor 
Amedeus D, who became the 
first Piedmontese King under 
the Treaty of Utrecht 
Victor Amedeus employed 
Filippo Juvarra, the Siritian- 
bom architect who designed 
many of Turin’s baroque piaz¬ 
zas and palazzos, to re-mod d 
the Gallery of Diana at Ven¬ 
aria. Juvarra also built a 
chapel at Venaria to St Hubert 
(SanfUberto), the 8tihcentuiy 
bishop who, while hunting in 



A general view of Venaria, the royal hunting lodge of tiie House of Savoy 


the Ardennes, is said to have 
seen a vision of Christ cruci¬ 
fied between the antlers of a 
stag, making him the patron 
saint of hunting. 

Venaria was badly dam¬ 
aged in the 18th-century wars 
with France and by tire 19th 
century the Savoys had aban¬ 


doned it for Stupinigi. their 
rococo hunting lodge (another 
design by Filippo Juvarra) 
west of Turin. Venaria de¬ 
clined. serving as a barracks 
during the first and Second 
World Wars, with its once 
splendid rooms and arcades 
used as munitions depots. 


In 1943, the year Italy sur¬ 
rendered. local people broke in 
and stripped tiie palace of its 
remaining furnishings, even 
carrying off doors and floor¬ 
boards. . 

Francesco Femice. the ar¬ 
chitect in charge of restoration 
for the Piedmont Superinten¬ 


dency of Fine Arts, said that 
although the State had begun 
restoration of the complex in 
1961, only £6 million had been 
put aside for the project. "We 
need at least ten times that." he 
told La Repubblica. "We are 
dealing with 45,000 square 
metres, much of it in a ruinous 
state." 

Signor Veltroni has prom¬ 
ised a further £15 million over 
tiie next three years and the 
European Commission has al¬ 
located EU funding. This 
month Unesco listed the for¬ 
mer Savoy residences in Italy 
as World Heritage sites. 

"We plan to make Venaria 
into a museum to the Savoys," 
Signor Femice said. "They are 
part of Italian and Piedmon¬ 
tese history." 

There are also plans to 
convert part of the estate into a 
permanent art restoration 
workshop and to develop the 
grounds for tennis, golf and 
riding. The move comes after 
the restoration last month of 
the Palazzo Cangnana in Tu¬ 
rin. where the first parliament 
of a unified Italy sat until 
Rome became the capital. 


New 




Year’s 


leave. 


R-jiiitti prices fr’nn: 

Arrjterdam £ 59 Berlin E 99 Brussels E 59 Edinburgh E 59 Gothenburg E 149 

£119 Milan £99 Nice £119 Paris £59 Vienna £149 


...and other destinations 





When the Christmas rush is over, why not give yourself a well 
earned break. Choose any. of our offers and you can depart 
cpicMy and convenientfy from any one of 19 airports around the UK. 
So book your flight by caftig KLM/fik UK on 0990 074 074, contact 
your local travel; agent or visit our wetette at www.alruk.co.uk. 
It could be just the New Yfeerfe leave that ywineed 
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Probation Service to 
get tougher image 

C7 tion among senior 

_ fj-i I I f>11 HUP •> Ann v*r>iinth/ il1«firf 


Straw wants name to tell public 
that community service is not a 
soft option, writes Richard Ford 


THE Probation Service is to be 
renamed as part of the Gov¬ 
ernment's drive to persuade 
ihe public that the semce is 
involved in punishing offend¬ 
ers and that sentences served 
in the community a re effective. 

Jack Straw favours Cor¬ 
rections Agency", a term used 
in North America and Austra¬ 
lia for the probation services. 
The Home Secretary is con¬ 
cerned. however, that the term 
could be open to ridicule, 
particularly as it has coimota- 
tions of whips and other forms 
of “punishment" offered by 
prostitutes. Another name, 
being considered by the Home 
Office for the 7,000 probation 
officers in England and 
Wales, is “public safety 
officers". 

Mr Straw advocates a 
change of name because he 
believes that probation, first 
used officially 90 years ago. 


gives the wrong impression of 
the work with offenders. His 
view is reflected among senior 
probation officers, with a 
growing acceptance of the 
need for a change and in 
particular for the public to 
believe that community pun¬ 
ishment is a credible alterna¬ 
tive to imprisonment. 

A report published today 
confirms ministers’ fears that 
much improvement is needed 
to restore credibility. A Home 
Office study of 267 probation 
order cases found that in only 
36 per cent of cases were 12 
appointments with offenders 
taking place within the first 
three months of an order: only 
48 per cent of officers made at 
least one home visit and in 
only 32 per cent of cases was 
action taken on or before a 
third breach of the probation 
order. It found that less than 
half of a total of 406 cases had 
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Straw; has suggested 
“Corrections Agency” 

a supervision plan that fully 
met standards laid down by 
the Home Office. Mr Straw 
has given a warning to the 
service that renaming it will 
not guarantee a better public 

image. . . 

Senior officers are resisting 

“National Corrections Agen¬ 
cy" The Association of Chief 
Oficers of Probation is to 
discuss new names at a meet¬ 
ing next month. One sugges¬ 


tion among senior officers is 
“community justice officers” 
as part of a “community 
justice service" and another is 
“enforcement officers". 

Mr Straw has told senior 
officers that he is concerned 
about the image of the proba¬ 
tion service and the names for 
various penalties. He wants 
the terminology used to make 
it much clearer to the public 
that the offenders are being 
punished. He told them that it 
was time to examine the 
names of various forms of 
community penalty, particu¬ 
larly as the term “community 
service" gave the impression 
of voluntary service rather 
than hard, physical work 
ordered by die court 
Mike Nellis, lecturer in 
probation studies at Birming¬ 
ham University, said: “The 
Probation Service is now 
much more than a welfare 
service for offenders. It is 
dinging to old-fashioned lan¬ 
guage to describe itself. It 
must present itself as an 
organisation that is concerned 
with the whole community, 
offenders ami victims, and not 
just the welfare of offenders " 


\! VV 





Jack Fleetwood recovering yesterday after being rescuwi from his smoke-filled ^ 

Man, 89, robbed for sixth time 


By Richard Ford, home correspondent 

A PARTIALLY sighted mail aged 89 was 
rescued unconscious from his home on 
Christmas Day after thieves stole his 
E1,000 gold watch and set fire to the 
house. It was the sixth time in five months 
that burglars, believed to be y°™g 
teenagers, had broken in and the third 
time a fire had been lit. - ■ 

Jade Fleetwood, a retired upholsterer, 
was yesterday recovering from the attack 
at his rented semi-detached house .m 
Brierley Hill in the West Midlands. His 
son, John, said: “It is cruel to do this to an 


old man living alone. I think it is being 
done by a group of young Kemjgers." 

A police spokesman said: "Thugs who 
cany out this kind of offence against 
defenceless old people can only be 
described as scum." Rubbish, near an 
outhouse had been .set ablaze on one 
occasion at Mr Fleetwood’s house, and at 
the backdoor on another. 

Mr Fleetwood was asleep, downstairs 
when the thieves forced open an u«feirs 
window. They crept downstairs andstole 
E7 and the gold watch from a cabinet. 
Before leaving, theyset fire to an upstairs 
bedroom. Mark Flynn, a neighbour. 


alerted the fire service. He men™ 

sssr-i 1 Sr 

todotoan old man who is 

d tt 1< Fi^wood. who has Uvedjtone 
since his wife died 15 yearn ago. aid he 
SSd remember Uttie about whi had 
happened. “It is the sixth timein_five 
months the thieves have broken m/Ihey 

baveitibbed me of my pension uoney 

running into hundreds of pounds. 


> OUR LOWEST EVER 


PATRIOT PH33 WITH MMX 

. Intel 233MHz Pentium Processor 
with MMX 
. 32Mb EDO RAM 

. 3.5Gb Hard Disk Drive 

• 24 x CD ROM • 512K Cache pwjftwf 

. 15 * Odour monitor ^ 

- 2Mb 64-bit PO Graphics with MPEG 

• 32 bit Wavetable Soundcard with 
3D sound & Labtec Stereo Speakers 

• Lotus Smarlsulte "97 



MAYDAY THAT BOUNCED AROUND THE ATLANTIC 



HP PI 66 WITH MMX 

• Intel 166MHz Pentium Processor 
with MMX 
. 16Mb SD RAM 

- 2.0Gb Hard Disk Drive 
. 16 x CD ROM 

- 33.6K bps lax/modem 

- 16 bit Soundcard vrttb Stereo Speakers 
. MS Windows ‘95, FIFA OT a Sim City 

MBWJIWP OH** 

MODEL HP JI20 


IBM PI66 WITH MMX 

. Intel 166MHz Pentium Processor 
with MMX 

.16Mb SDRAM _ 

■ 2 . 1 Gb Hard Disk Drive ■ 24 x CD ROM 
. 2S6K Cache-15-Colour monitor 

• 2Mb Graphics - 3 D 18 bit Wavetable 

Soundcard and stereo speakers 
. 33.6K bps fax/modem 

■ Lotus Smartsuite "97. IBM Simply Speaking 
wcmtnmnitMa 
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HP PflOO WITH MMX 

• Intel 200MHz Pentium Processor wan 
MMX Technology • 16Mb SD RAM 
- 2.0Gb Hard Disk r _^?T 

• 16 x CD ROM 

wmciihub - — “ 


HPpeoovmwMMX ■ 

■ Intel 200MHrPentium PW«e«BOMrflh __ 

MMX Technology • 32Mb EDO R AM • 14 mooter 
. 25Gb Hard 

■ 24 x CD ROM \SIWE 

whEmmm 1 

Mwawo 

COMPAQ PZOO wnMI 

• Intel 200MHz Pentium Processor wmi wflX 

Technology • 16Mb SD RAM * 33.6K faxftnodem 
.330b Hard Disk 'ST 

' ■ 16 x CD ROM rCftUfc 

WMB5BM0 1 PJaA 

ThMcnaaM 

MOOB.COMWO.SM 

rnHUOT PSOO WITH MMX 

TfcJnrfogy • 32Mb EDO RAM ■ 33.6K tax/modem 

• 15Gb Hard Disk 

i6 x cd rom \ yyt 





Freek condltiom cause 
signal to transntt more 
than 4,000 mi»» 
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Sea rescue as 



•MeoaUndpnCi1ffUl| 

MOoeiraxKK _ 

hcujwsh^ colour •cawra mhiih eot-ss 




OUR 


BIGGEST 

EVER 



A DISTRESS call picked up 
in the Western Ides yesterday 
proved to come from a ship 
on fire off the coast of Brazfl. 

Coastguards in the watch- 
room in Stornoway listened 
in astonishment as they 
heard the mayday tall saying 
14 crewmen were abandon¬ 
ing a cargo tanker ship, the 
Aruba. The ship, carrying 
1,000 tonnes of cotton and 100 
empty containers from Abi¬ 
djan, Ivory Coast to Cartage¬ 
na, Colombia, was ablaze just 
north of the Equator. 

The Stornoway coad- 
guards alerted colleagues in 
Falmouth, Cornwall who are 
linked to the International 
Maritime SatdOftc Network. 
They then passed the det ails 
heard in Stornoway to the 
rescue co-ordination centre, 
in Rio de. Janeiro and a. 

rescue operation began. 

Rescue controllers in Rio 
cry a Hat a ship was due to 
reach the 4.900-tonne Aruba 
daring the night. The crew 
were thought to be safe in 
boats, although one was be¬ 
lieved to have suffered burns. 

British coastguards were 


By Robin Young • 

hopeful last night that they 

would eventually bar that all 

the men bad been rescued 
-We would normdly get a 
situation report evcitually as 
a matter of courtey," said a 
spokesman in Falmouth. 

The call picked q» in Stop 
noway was made on 2.182 
kilohertz, the intrrnational 

medium-frequency (MF) dis¬ 
tress frequency. M? is usual¬ 
ly expected to bavea range of 
only a few hnndredmiles. but 
some weather patterns and 
stratospheric conditions ran 
cause signals . n “skip" 
around die globe. 

The freak reception would 
not work in rewrse. The 
coastguards in Stornoway 
were not able b tell die 
stricken ship that its signals 
had been beard • 

Nick Teal coastguard dis¬ 
trict controller at Stornoway, 
said; “This call w is a bit out 
of our patch, but sny vessel in 
distress heeds immediate at 
tendon. We heart; a distress 
rati that no one else had 
picked up. It docscmphasise 
how vigilant we nust be at 
all times.’' ' 
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> BIG PRINTER! > SAVE UP TO £30 ON PERIPHERALS 
SAVINGS 


> SAVE UP TO £100 ON SOFTWARE 


CANON BUMS 4300 

720x360 dpi photographic 
quafity on plain 

WnCI99» 


HP 6P SCANNER 

One pass colour flatbed scanner, easy to 
use one touch operation 


MUSTEK VDC-IOO 

Not Just a camera, it ts a smarttDol tor 
photo imaging on your computer 




Want tonne 
the World? 
the ground¬ 
breaking 
time strategy 
game ot world 
domination 
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HEWLETT PACKARD 
COLOUR IcSfit 
DESKJET ISHK 
G90C+ 

was crow 


GRAND PRIX 1- ******** 


HEWLETT PACKARD 
COLOUR t=S5P 
DESKJET 
B 70 C X I 



SALT PRICE 

or 


■?« W CTEP 
HP PRINTER 
CARTRIDGES. 


TYPHOON 
GOLD 3D 
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PLUS FREE BIG CD 
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SPECIAL OFFER 

10 % OFF 

ALL BOOKS IN-STORE 


We don’t* He%> us keep Britain’s breathingspaces 
open. Footpaths and coasdtne, high places, hcqhs and 
woodland For waiters- • 

For over 60 years. The Ramblers’ lobbyingand 
vigilan ce have been achieving wide-ranging rigjhs of 
4 cass. to some of our most beautiful countiysicp. 

Go for a walk. Take a breather from our crovded 
world Think about the future; invest inTHE Rlmblers, 

V Join us-——————— — 
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raWBISBETTIWil/tffl 


nd champion 

the gender war 


corporate wife who won 
2miUioD (£J3J ?millkmi 
settlement after being 
" by her husband has 
!ed into a second career 
feminist activist Loma 
It is using sane of die 
y from her celebrated 
x from a New York 
1 to fund a pressure 
1 called the “Foundation 
lality in Marriage”, 
group 1$ the political 
snt of the “First Wives 
portrayed in Olivia 
novel and the hit 
hg Goldie Hawn, 
ler and Diane Keat- 
mission is to start a 
, e as to what we mean 
ptemporary marriage.” 
'endt said. 

r marrying her high- 
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school sweetheart. Gary 
Wendt, Mrs Wendt spent 32 
years serving as a dutinil wife 
as he climbed the corpor al s 
ladder to become chairman 
arid, chief executive of GE 
Capital, the most profitable 
division of roe of the world’s 
largest corporations. Nor only 
did she cook, dean and raise 
the coupled two chfidren. but 
she also hosted corporate din- 

NEWSWEEK- chose a por¬ 
trait of Diana. Princess of 
Wafea left, as the cower for 
.its annual “pictures of.the 
year" edition- The compiitier- 
gcnerated image—die work 
of Robert Sifters. 29, a 
graphic artist — was com¬ 
piled from hundreds of oth¬ 
er. photographs. Earlier, he 
assembled the. “Marilyn 
Monroe” cower for the shot. 
eth anniversary edition of 
Life magarine. using previ¬ 
ous life covers. • 
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ner parties, made small-talk 
with foreign dignitaries and 
attended charity events on her 
husbands arm. When the two 
split up, she rejected an 
$8 million settlement offer 
and sued for a fairer sha re. 

The judge awarded her half 
Mr Wendt's declared assets of 
$45 million, but Mrs Wendt 
stQl wants.a cut of his pension 
and stock options and is due 
back in court on Monday. The 
.board*.'of. her . foundation, 
which convened for foe first 
time in New York this month, 
includes Mrs Wendts law¬ 
yers and her two daughters. 
Sarah and Rachel, as well as 
tiie feminist academics Myra 
Strober, of Stanford Univer¬ 
sity, and Martha Fineman, of 
Columbia University. 

So far. foe foundation's 
website has received mare 
than 300 email messages, 
most of them congratulatory 
missives from spumed wives. 




Kate Shindle, Miss America 1997, who caused outrage when she suggested 
schoolchildren should be given condoms as part of safe sex education 


Ramey. 1944 winner 

Aids leads 
to catfight 
on catwalk 

A SPAT between past and 
present Miss Americas is 
ruffling hairdos in tire swim¬ 
suit set. 

Kate Shindle won this 
year's tiara in September. 
But becoming a beauty queen 
in America these days is more 
like a sociology examination 
than tiie old-fashioned cat- 
walk and Miss Shindle, 20. 
had also to come up with a 
“platform". 

She chose what seemed like 
a safe bet: Aids awareness. 
No sooner was the sash 
around her shapely torso, 
however, than foe controver¬ 
sy began. Miss Shindie’S sin 
was to suggest that in the 
interest of “safe sex", children 
should be given condoms in 
school. 

Her speech provoked out¬ 
rage from the 1944 Miss 
America. Venus Ramey, who 
said: “I crane from an era 
when we had a name for girls 
who hand out condoms, and 
it wasn’t Miss America." 
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Actors take 
Broadway 
flop on to 
the street 

THE co-stars of foe musical 
Side Show can daim to have 
played Broadway like no one 
else. Emily Skinner and Alice 
Ripley have been spotted at 
tiie discount ticket booth in 
Times Square, begging the¬ 
atre-goers to see their produc¬ 
tion. The show is just not 
pulling in the crowds and foe 
final curtain is due to fall next 
week after just 91 perfor¬ 
mances. The fiasco will cost 
investors more than $7 mil¬ 
lion (£4 million) — foe third 
largest financial flop in 
Broadway history. 

□ The caretaker who found 
Andrew Cunanan.' Gianni 
Versace’s killer, is marketing 
his own brand of holster. 
Fernando Carrvira. who dis¬ 
covered Cunanan on a Mi¬ 
ami houseboat, says he had 
trouble drawing his gun and 
wants to be ready next time. 

□ John F. Kennedy's person¬ 
al effects are to be auctioned 
in Manhattan on March IS 
and already the question is: 
will they fetch more than the 
$34.5 million (£20 .3 million) 
raised by Jackie's memora¬ 
bilia last year? 

□ A technological innova¬ 
tion in foe age-old dating 
game: the “Dear John" fax. “I 
didn't want to call him to teD 
him not to rail, so I faxed 
him." an np-to-dale friend 
reports. 
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Teargas fired in 
clash at Moi 
election meeting 


LAH/ REUTERS 


From David OrR 

IN NAIROBI 

rEARGAS was fired by police 
it an election rally in Kenya 
Yesterday after supporters of 
ival parties clashed. 

The trouble broke out as 
^resident Moi was leaving 
Toma Bay where he had ad- 
Iressed about a thousand 
people. He and other candi- 
lates in Monday's presiden- 
ial and parliamentary elecr- 
ons have been criss-crossing 
he country trying to muster 
ast-minute support. 

Hghting is said to have 
tarred when some people 
■efused to give the salute of the 
President's ruling Kanu party, 
rhe salute, arm held aloft with 
i raised index finger, is given 
o indicate that Kanu is the 
me and only party, which it 
vas until multiparty politics 
vere introduced in 1991. 

The dissenters are under- 
tood to have been followers of 
he National Democratic Par- 
y (NDPJ of Raila Odinga. one 



Moi: battle for votes 


of 14 presidential candidates 
standing against President 
Moi in Monday's poll. Mr 
Odinga is rhe son of the late 
Oginga Odinga, a former vice- 
president who was twice ex¬ 
pelled from Kanu. 

The NDP draws most of its 
support from western Kenya's 
Luo tribe, the countiy's third 
largest ethnic group. Margin¬ 
alised because of their cultural 
and social traditions (which, 


among other things, exclude 
circumcision), the Laos have 
as much difficulty finding 
acceptance among the Presi¬ 
dent's minority Kalenjin tribe 
as they do among the domi¬ 
nant Kikuyu community. 

Despite the Lip-service paid 
by politicians to the idea of 
plurality, tribal issues contin¬ 
ue to dominate Kenyan poli¬ 
tics. Each party has its own 
particular ethnic identity, al¬ 
though Kanu draws its follow¬ 
ers from a wider tribal 
spectrum than most of the 
other parties. 

In another incident on the 
shores of Lais Victoria, police 
fired teargas yesterday to dis¬ 
perse about 200 Kanu sup¬ 
porters demonstrating against 
the murder of a party candi¬ 
date. Oayere Katuku. a candi¬ 
date in local elections also 
taking place on Monday, was 
shot dead on Thursday. It is 
rumoured that he was killed 
for having failed to distribute 
enough of his election funds 
among local people. 



Masked Palestinians belonging to Hamas march during a Gaza Strip rally marking the tenth anniversary 
of the Islamic Resistance Movement’s foundation by Sheikh Ahmed Yaseen at the start of the intifada 


Pressuie 

on Israil 
to return 
more laid 

From Ross Du*" 

rN JERUSALEM 

ISRAEL’S Foreign Mister 

has said thal the Palesuaus 

most be given at least *>dicr 
10 per cent of the Wefiauk 
to keep the peace trass 

David Levy’s comente 
came after a meetii wnh 
Binvamin Netanyahohe Is¬ 
raeli Prime Mimsten*o is 
under pressure mmJic ua 
Administration to tresffer a 
si gnifi cant amount ofcrrl lo¬ 
ry to Palestinian self-le- 
The Israeli Cabinewiucb 
meets tomorrow, is ocried 
to decide the issue so. with. 
Mr Netanyahu duel bold 
with Presidentlinton 
at the White Hoc next 
month. 

□ Jerusalem: Israel police 
said yesterday that were 
holding two Jewisbxtrem- 
isis, Avigdor Esk and 
Hahn Pakovkh, w were 
suspected' of plaimg to 
throw a pig's head is an Is¬ 
lamic shrine in easferusa- 
1cm to spark dashesetween 
Arabs and Jews during 
Ramadan. (Reuters, 
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Spy in the skyis 




From Ian Broote in Washington 


WITHIN a few weeks, it will 
take only a credit card to order 
pictures from space of secret 
military. bases, or even the 
next-door neighbour’s garden. 

The first civilian spy satel¬ 
lite has been successfully put 
into, orbit by an American 
company using a former Cold 
War missile launched from 
the Svobodny Cosmodrome in 
eastern Russia. 

The first signals were re¬ 
ceived at a ground station in 
Norway,, confirming, that the 
Earlybird satellite bad begun 
operations. It should be ready 
to start taking orders. by 
February. The cost: .£180 to 
£440 per picture..‘depending 
on whdtiier •thesnxome from 
tiie satellite's nonnal output or 
are specially ordered. 

Earlybird breaks the mo¬ 
nopoly on high-resolution sat¬ 
ellite reconnaissance pictures 
held by the military and 
intelligence services of a hand¬ 
ful of advanced countries for 
the past 40 years. The Clinton 
Administration approved the 
idea three years ago to .give 
American aerospace com¬ 
panies a head start over 
foreign rivals. 

Now almost anyone can 
take a peek from space. They 
include foreign governments 
that cannot afford their own 
satellites, although the opera- 


■ tors are barred tthe US 
Government from ding im¬ 
ages to Cuba. Lib, North 
Korea, Iran and Irsar any of 
their suspected agts. Also. 
Washington, refcai/the righr 
to switch off Earlyd *s com¬ 
mercial sensors in ie of war. 

Firms are exp«i to use 
tile pictures for a we range of 
applications, inding urban 
planning, mapming, dis¬ 
aster relief, oil expation and 
raining- The naedare likely 
to cash in on oppeunities to 
photograph erronmental 
and military cts. There 
could also be a stfy market 
for-spying on miby targets 
. by. ihmk-tariks al lobbying 
• prikaps - interested momtofr 
mg compliance ith global 
arms control treas. 

Earlybird is signed to 
pick out featis on the 
ground as small dOft across, 
good enough tdistinguish 
between a car d a lorry. 
Within a year oro, the next 
generation of spytdlites will 
- be able to pick oobjects only 
3ft across. 

There will aJs»e a race in 
space among xjmmerria] 
companies fromiina, India, 
Israel. Russia a China, as 
well as Earlyb’s makers. 
Earth watch Inoased near 
Denver and owi by Ameri¬ 
can and Japanemterests. 


WORLD IN BRIEF 


Santa carries relef 
to 



Nicosia: An aircraft chartered by Peace 2000 n Icelandic 
charity, and with Father Christmas on board, bed in Iraq, 
bringing Christmas gifts and medicine for Iraqi ildren hit by 
United. Nations sanctums (Michael Theodoulowrires) The 
flight was permitted only after the charity persded the UN 
sanctions committee in New York that Santa card no gifts for 
President Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi leader, T flight to a 
country where Unicef recently estimated that ndy a million 
children are malnourished, was the second if# hours A 
Russian plane touched down at Baghdad on Chirnas Day. 

Japan party is disbandd 

Tokyo: Ichiro Ozawa, the leader of Japan’s threear-old New 
Frontier Party, the main opposition group with ^members in 
the 252-seat upper house and 126 in the more porfol 500-sear 
House of Representatives, announced its dissolutj, a boast far 
the beleaguered Prime Minister, Ryutaro Hashirto. Sources 
said that Mr Ozawa and J00 parliamentarians pladd to f orm a 
new party early next month. Other NFP parliamtarians are 
said to be planning to band together to forreeveral 
parties. (Reuters) ;»• 

6,000 Kurds killed in 1^7 

Diyarbakin Turidsh security officials.said tfrthe Arm«i 
Forces had killed almost 6,000 Kurdish guerriUar clash^^ 
1997. In all 5,974 Kurdistan Workers Party reb had 
kUTed for tile loss of 548 policemen, soldiers and “rage euanS 
militiamen, Aydin Arslan, the emergency rule r^isov^T. 
said. Another 142 dviiians had also died in tFfightinT 0 * 
military source said security forces had killed ninebek \S\u 
latest report of fighting. (Reuters) m the 

Jewish graves desecratd 

Buenos Aires: Vandals' smashed more than 3tombs 9 a 

dead. Argentina, home to a large Jewish conunih, h 
suffered two Woody and unsolved attacks in the r* w; 1135 
A bomb destroysd fti* f&taefi embassy, kffiir^296nle- a y ^ rs * 
explosion razed a community centre, killing 86. (Rters) ^ 


Cape Town: At least four jackass pengu ins have m - 
««J VD6d lyaBdaringl&BSamirKh at a S h n £L? ver 
beadi resort, apparent because the birds hide tier vS? c f n 
..for -shade. Nature .conservation authorities wereanri;^ " 
Jesftets at Bcraldets beacfu soutiidf here to warring 
' foofists to dteck under cars before driving off. fl?«r$? umiTler 
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PRESIDENT Yeltsin yester¬ 
day attacked the liberal re¬ 
formers inside his admin- 
istration.. comparing them to 
their Communist predecessors 
and hinting that they may be 
purged from the ranks of his 
Government. 

In a populist statement dur¬ 
ing his final radio address 
before the traditional holiday 
begins at the new year, the 
Kremlin leader signalled 
again that he may slow the 
process of economic . reform 
because of- the hardships en¬ 
dured by his people. Today it 
has become clear for most 
people that there have been 
few [economic] achievements." 
he said, adding that ministeri¬ 
al heads could rolL "We will 
correct mistakes and draw the 
necessary conclusions." 

The remarks came as Mr 
Yeltsin is courting the opposi¬ 
tion-dominated Duma, the 
lower house of parliament 
and increasingly is working 
towards consensus politics 
with Communists and nation¬ 
alists ar the expense of his pro- 
Western supporters. 

Last week, for instance, he 
surprised many of his country¬ 
men by praising the role of the 
KGB in Russian history and 
suggesting that past criticisms 
had been unfair. Yesterday, he 
suggested in a meeting with 
leading politicians, including 
Gennadi Seleznyov, the Com¬ 
munist Speaker of the Duma, 
that he was prepared to dilute 
a Bill to privatise land, once a 
cornerstone of his policy. 

Athough potentially harm¬ 
ful for the economy, the tactic 
of switching course has been 
employed repeatedly by Mr 


The President 


may be ready 


for a purge. 


writes Richard 


Beeston 


Yeltsin to keep him in power 
and his adversaries and allies 
off balance. 

The obvious target of his 
latest attack was Anatoli 
Chubais, the Deputy Prime 
Minister responsible for much 
of the reform process, who has 
become a hate figure for mil¬ 
lions impoverished during the 
chaotic transition to the free 
market 

Although he has been one of 
the most influential and pow¬ 
erful figures in the country 
over the past two years, his 
authority was badly weakened 
after allegations that he and 



Chu&us: head may roll 


Mafia son 
shoots to 
film fame 


Palermo-.. A Mafia son 
turned film director has 
made a his first feature 
Star about rival Mafia 
familieSL (Francesco 
Bongarra writes). 

Giuseppe Greco, 47, 
known as Giorgio Cast-, 
ellani, who directed. the 
fihn I Grimaldlis the son 
of Michele Greco, nick¬ 
named "the Pope" the 
M afia boss presently serv¬ 
ing a scries, of. life 
sentences. - 

1 Grimaldi was shot in 
Sicily on a low budget It 
focuses on the changing ; 
valuesbetween; okf “etht-. 
cal" Mafia families-and- 
their young rivals. 


Divorce reforms in 
France raise storm 


By Adam Sage 


A POLITICAL storm was 
brewingrin .Fiance yesterday 
overf' government" plans to 
simplify divorce with a cheap 
procedure in which the town 
hall would replace lawyers 
and judges. 

Elisabeth Guigou, the So¬ 
cialist Minister of Justice, 
wants to offer couples the 
chance to end. their marriage 
through an agreement wit¬ 
nessed ancL ratified by their 
mayor. Her proposal is 
.backed ify 70 per cent, of 
French popple, according to a 
recent opinion poll, but has 
met- opposition from centre- ; 
right politicians mid Catholic 
family associations. 

-The present system is costly. 


. with legal fees running to a 
j,minimum of Fr7,500 .{E750), 
even where couples agree on 
all the issues, according to a 
recent survey. It can also 
prove lengthy. Couples are 
legally, obliged to wait three 
months after giving notice of 
their desire to separate, but 
overworked judges take many 
more months to rubber-stamp 
die decision. 

Pro-family associations say 
- the proposed changes would 
weaken marriages, while law¬ 
yers say it would create a 
“second-class citizen", with the 
rich using advocates to settle 
their disagreements and the 
poor having to be satisfied 
with town hall officials. 
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four associates accepted un¬ 
usually high advances for an 
unwritten book. The co-au¬ 
thors were all dismissed and 
Mr Chubais was demoted and 
reprimanded. . . 

On Wednesday, a dejected 
Mr Chubais told a Moscow 
newspaper that he would soon 
decide wheiher to resign from 
his job, although Mr Yeltsin 
suggested that the derision 
may be made for him sooner 
than he expects. “(Communist) 
Party slogans have been re¬ 
placed by macroeconomic 
ones," the Kremlin leader 
said, in an apparent deviation 
from his own. repeated belief 
in the need to create a market 
economy. 'They first pro¬ 
claimed ‘Privatisation at any 
cost* and later ‘Let's squeeze 
the dollar into a currency 
corridor*." 

Another possible victim is 
Boris Nemtsov, a young Dep¬ 
uty Prime Minister, whom Mr 
Yeltsin admonished in public 
an Wednesday for not resolv¬ 
ing the vexed question of 
wages unpaid to millions of 
workers. Sensing blood, the' 
Duma passed a motion yester¬ 
day calling for the charismatic 
young minister to be sacked 
after he allegedly suggested 
during a recent visit to Sweden 
that Westerners preferred in¬ 
vesting in Russian, regions run 
by democrats rather than by 
communists. 

If Mr Yeltsin makes good 
his threats and warnings to 
the reformers in his Govern¬ 
ment, tiie coming year could 
start with a political and 
economic crisis as the country 
slows its gradual move to¬ 
wards the free marker and the 
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President Yeltsin at a Kremlin meeting yesterday. He may slow economic reforms 


Kremlin sheds its reformers. 
Certainly, tiie many Russians 
who look to the predictions of 
astrologers for guidance about 
the course of the coming year 
are convinced that tiie nation 
Is destined for a shakenip in 
politics and more uncertainty 
over the President’s health. 

Although he looked and 
sounded much fitter yester¬ 
day, Mr Yeltisn, according to 
Pave] Glova, one of Russia's 
leading astrologers, is des¬ 
tined for another serious ail¬ 


ment in March or April. The 
astrologer also said that a 
number of ministers, includ¬ 
ing Viktor Chernomyrdin, the 
Prime Minister, may be re¬ 
placed and that Russia's 
future leader will be young, 
tall and fair-haired. 

□ Greepeaee arrests: Eight 
members of Greenpeace were 
arrested yesterday when they 
climbed on to the Nuclear 
Power Ministry building in 
Moscow to protest against a 
plan to build four new nuclear 


reactors. The activists climbed 
onto the building to stretch out 
a huge banner reading “Stop 
Nuclear Piracy in Sosnovy 
Bor", a reference to a nuclear 
plant near St Petersburg 
where one of the new reactors 
is to be built. 

Police officers arrested eight 
activists, in chiding a German 
and an Austrian, on charges of 
holding an unsanctioned ral¬ 
ly, Yevgeni Usov, a campaign 
organizer for Greenpeace in 
Russia, said. (AP) 


Far Right split 
on race after 
Le Pen is fined 


FRom Adam Sage in parts 


MINIMISING the Holo¬ 
caust cost Jean-Marie Le Pen. 
leader of France's National 
Front, a heavy fine yesterday 
in a legal hearing of signifi¬ 
cance for both his party and 
mainstream French politics. 

M Le Pen was ordered to 
pay Fr300.000 for describing 
Nazi gas chambers as a 
“detail" in the history of the 
Second World War. A court in 
Nanterre, on the outskirts of 
Paris, said that the fine would 
pay for its judgment to be 
published in IS national news¬ 
papers and magazines. 
French anti-racist organ¬ 
isations called the decision 
magnificent 

Under a 1990 law intro¬ 
duced largely to try to curb his 
frequent racist comments, it is 
an offence in France to "con¬ 
test crimes against human¬ 
ity". M Le Pen appeared to do 
just that earlier this month 
when visiting his German 
counterpart, Franz Schon- 
huber, a former SS officer. 

Speaking in Munich, he 
saii “In a book of 1,000 pages 
on World War Two, the gas 
chambers take up ten to 15 
lines. That is a detail." The 
remark caused widespread 
outrage in France. He has 
already been fined FrlOO.OOO 
for making a similar state¬ 
ment in 1987. 

Yesterday he used the court 
case to repeat a favourite 
theme, a claim that France's 
“corrupt" mainstream party 
politicians have united to 
exdude the National Front 
from power. "I have been 
charged with a political of¬ 
fence." he said. 

The National Front leader 
knew that he would earn par¬ 
ticular condemnation for 
speaking out during the trial 
of Maurice Papon, the former 


Vichy civil servant accused of 
participating in the deporta¬ 
tion of Jews to Nazi concen¬ 
tration camps. That case has 
focused attention on the 
French war role, creating un¬ 
ease among a section of the 
population. His comment 
came on the day President 
Chirac said that France 
should assume responsibility 
for its collaboration with Hit¬ 
ler’s Germany. 

However, M Le Pen’s out¬ 
burst provoked anger among 
some of his allies, illustrating 
a growing rift within the 
ultra-right party. 

After more than a decade of 
almost nan-stop success, 
which culminated when M Le 
Pen polled 15 per cent in the 
1995 presidential elections, the 
movement is at a crossroads. 

Its leader would like to 
continue in a vein marked by 
his outspoken attacks on im¬ 
migrants. Yet some lieuten¬ 
ants want him to tone down 
the racism in the hope of 
striking alliances with main¬ 
stream right-wing parties. 
The issue is likely to deter¬ 
mine the shape of French 
politics for years to come. 
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JVhen you buy from Magnet , you can be sure that you get a 
beautiful kitchen designed to meet your every need. You can also be sure that it s built to take 
everything life can throw at it. Right now in the Magnet January Sale, all cabinets in over 
50 kitchen and bedroom ranges have been reduced, most by 50%, and there are some 
great offers on^hiripool and STOVES S appliances too. 

Visit your local Magnet showroom today to take advantage of these fantastic sale offers. 




Magnet 


fyllirfM BUILT FOR LIFE 

for your nearest showroom and opening hours call 0800 192 192 


Opening hours: Saturday 27 th 9 .Q 0 om- 5 . 00 pm, Sunday 28 th most stores will be open 1 ( 1 .Mam-LOOpnt Monday 29 th 9 . 00 »m 5 . 00 pm, Tuesday 30 th WXtam AOUpm, Wedncuiay 31 st V.llUiin-SjWlpin. 
Dboxuib are off prkc* charged between 24 th November and 25 th December. •’When you spend £ 1,000 or more nn kitchen cabinets. 
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Forces turn to 


nature for 


combat gear 


Michael Evans reports on the use of plants to keep 


out the weather - and antlers to keep out the bullets 


THE British soldier of the 2lst 
century will be protected from 
enemy fire and the elements 
with the help of revolutionary 
materials modelled on na¬ 
ture's defence systems. 

The application of nature's 
smarter ideas to military 
equipment has so intrigued 
the Ministry of Defence that it 
has awarded special contracts 
to the centre for biomimetics 
— the science of mimicking 
nature’s best designs — at 
Reading University- to study 
the possible applications of 
plants, animals and even 
insects. 

It is intended that, by 2010. 
every combat soldier will have 
only three layers of clothing, 
instead of the present seven, to 


cater for ail types of weather 
conditions. To that end, Julian 
Vincent, a biologist, and 
George Jeronimidis. a com¬ 
posite materials engineer, co- 
directors of die five-year-old 
centre, are examining the way 
plants cope with different cli¬ 
matic conditions. 

"Plants have a very effective 
mechanism for moving water 
out. including leaves thar have 
holes which open and close," 
Dr Vincent said. “Plants don’t 
walk around and they don't 
have brains, so they'are much 
simpler than animals to study. 
They can move certain bits 
and they can control their 
temperature. There are a lot of 
good ideas that come out of 
plants which may provide the 


solution for combat clothing of 
the future." 

The researchers are also 
looking at pine cones because 
they have a simple and reli¬ 
able way of responding to 
changing humidity. As atmo¬ 
spheric humidity drops, the 
scales open, and vice versa. 
What is planned is an artificial 
fibre system based on the 
mechanism of the pine cone. If 
the centre for biomimetics 
succeeds, the revolutionary 
fibre system could be incorpo¬ 
rated into fabrics dial would 
be able to change their 
“breathability" in response to 
changes in the environment 

The humble cockroach is 
under (he microscope to see if 
its simple sensor devices can 
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George Jeronimidis, left and Julian Vincent are studying die structure of antlers to create a light, flexible, impact-absorbent material 


be recreated for the benefit of 
key weapon systems such as 
fighter aircraft "Insects have 
achieved fine sensing’systems 
which we could try and adapt 
for defence purposes," Dr 
Vincent said. 

He and Professor Jero- 
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BED SALE PRICES - MUST EMD MONDAY 1 . 


^2 Price Myers As Shown above ▲ 

Mendip King Size firm top 2+2 Drawer Bed. 
Traditional, hand tufted mattress with ‘Flow Link’ 
spring unit, 

WAS £739-95 


3^ Price Dorlux 

Mayfair King Size Bed with unique Flexiform spring • 
system mattress. The fully sprung base contains 4 large 
storage drawers. 

WAS £799.95 


^ Price Millbrook 

Ensign King Size pocketed sprung edge Bed. 
Mattress contains 700 individual pocketed springs 
with luxury fillings and Damask cover. Supported by 
a fully sprung base. WAS £ 799 ^ 


3$ Price Sealy 


Countess Double sprung edge Bed with luxury 
fillings, Posturepedic sprung mattress. The Torsion 
sprung base has two storage drawers. 


WAS £859.95 


% Price Simmons 

Miami Backcare Double Bed. Contourflex spring 
system with 660 firm gauge individual pocketed 
springs, 5 layers of upholstery and fully sprung base. 

WAS £999.95 
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PRICE 


369^ 


EXTRA £50 OFF 

319.95 
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PRICE 


£399% 


EXTRA £50 OFF 

349.95 
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EXTRA £50 OFF 


£399^5 


349.95 


SALE 

PRICE 


£^29^95 


EXTRA £50 OFF 

379.95 


SALE 

PRICE 


EXTRA £50 OFF 


£^99s5 


449.95 


FREE TILL EASTER 


3 Years 0 


Only 15% deposit now when you spend £500 or more* 


Allied carpets 


35 Years of Inspirational Choices for your Home 


For your nearest Allied Bed stockist ring free on 0800192:192 


*Sf»n0£ah-C499lv1BfflOftftt HsnstfesBaBdtQQOoiramiwSin 

wima depart >£% Batons to fa? C425. Defer uynsnisati Aprs J99&Aen mate 34 
north ova 35 nwflte. Tool pries an cmS £500. Oft APR. TBb itnber of martin by 
VObUm 3«W*> torn Oto Afed C*p«. Orswsfcw 3HS0J0, wf»2mk9«adCra*& 

canpertoa wnti any after nudw. tbcHM at pomoWnal oBu. cars coma rt line tf going to {tost an 

27lM9to Denote or*. A Mw* teatnanfe£ 


cw be defenod irti Apt 19» Type* rniflt ftvehaw pries £300. Deposit. 
rt£l 2 Xlgttya>*gJcdtoafart;* 7 tf 9 iwrada te I y, fl writ) art 
» 0 «Vkmds 8 » toacwB pood. AlraSoJtassubjKttoBlAS. MOm 

Thewcterapbevtf Dteflcfc«rfud<>a3s.Al!£taaBiXtoBiedfe 

age. Hone dock beta* Having. tIfe«wntwft*derC35D 
ex&a mol bads. 


nimidis, who have been work¬ 
ing together for 20 years, have 
aim been asked to design 
novel energy-absorbing mate¬ 
rial. They began by studying 
the structure of nutshells, in¬ 
cluding the hazel and brazil 
but are now focusing an the 
antler bone and are already 
enthusiastic about the pros¬ 
pects of taking "what we need" 
from the structure to create a 
light, flexible, impact-absor¬ 
bent material. 

Anders have been fine- 
tuned by nature to absorb 
violent impact during the rut¬ 
ting season, and the research¬ 
ers are convinced that they can 
produce a composite material 
that is based on the same 
structure. Dr Vincent said die 
antler bone contained a. 
spongy material that helped to 
absorb violent impact and it 
should be possible to create 
materials that copy the same 
concept by developing a syner¬ 
gy between- biology and 
engineering. 

"What we’re interested in is 
the way things are put togeth¬ 
er in nature, not the materials 
themselves. After all nature 
only has half a dozen starting 
materials, such as water, pro¬ 
tein, calcium salts and sugar- 
based polymers, whereas 
there are thousands of man¬ 
made starting materials." ; 

Professor Jerommidis said 
the key ip the research was to 
take what was best from 
nature. “Some scientists spend' 
a lot of time developing special' 
glues to join different compos¬ 
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Pine cone pro pe r ties 
could be used in fabric 
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pine can. be toughened even 
further by drilling carefully 


Cockroach sensors could be applied to aircraft 


ite materials, but there is no 
glue in antlers: the joints are 
integrated and ifrart what we 
have to try and develop and; 
also improve bn if we can." A 
•V: Under . another- contract, 
awarded ;by' ,lKe MoD*s De¬ 
fence Evaluation Research 


Agency (Dera). they are study¬ 
ing how wood absorbs energy! 
to see if there are any applied 
tions for the Armed Forces. 
[Wood is a tough cellular 


by impact hut without shatter¬ 
ing. Dr Vincent said: “Soft 


designed holes in it' 

One typical application 
could be far armoured vehi¬ 
cles. They can be protected by 
adding steel plates, but this is 
very heavy and the centre for 
bfomimetics hopes it may be 
able to develop ■ something 
based on the concept of wood 
structures that could be as 
effective as steel but much 
lighter. 

He added: “For us. in terms 
of energy input material is 
cheap but shape is expensive, 
while jn nature,^material is 
expensive and shape is cheap. 
In other words, nature spends 
more time on design, and 
perhaps we should as well.’ 
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Australia’s tropical waters come under attack from a dainty killer 


From Des Houghton 
in BRISBANE 






PRETTY little creatures no 
bigger than a thumbnail may 
hold, the key. to the unex¬ 
plained deaths of dozens of 
swimmers in tropical Austra¬ 
lia Doctors at Australia's 
Venom Research Institute sus¬ 
pect that the irukandji jellyfish 
has a sting so toxic that it can 
induce -heart attacks and 
breathing difficulties that lead 
to drowning. 

Ken Winkel. head of the 
institute, said between 60 and 
100 people a year are treated 
jnfor serious irukandji stings in 
TQueensland alone. However, 
jt was probable that many 
irukandji victims may mistak¬ 
enly think they have suffered 
heart attacks because the crea¬ 
ture’s toxin has a delayed 
reaction. 

To the dismay of tourism 
officials, the dainty stinger is 
found in; some, of Australia's 
most popular resorts where 
British tourists are drawn 
each year. Because of its size 
and transparency, the iru¬ 
kandji, which has four six- 
inch tentacles, is rarely seen 
and hardly ever caught 

Peter Fenner, the chief med¬ 
ical officer for the Australian 
surf lifesaving movement is 
^ convinced the irukandji is 
responsible for human deaths 
and he fears their numbers 
may be increasing. Most are 
found around Cairns and 
farther north, but the curse of 
the irukandji has been felt as 
far south as Bundaberg, right 
across tropical Australia and 
down to Broome on the coast 
of Western Australia. 

Russell Hare, a marine 
biologist has been campaign¬ 
ing for die development of an 
anti-venom since he was 


linked to 


tiny jellyfish 


•-.-•Tlmor'Sea 1 Arafura £ 

westcrn saa / 


Amttom 

Land 


Arafura L T 

. Sm JX *■ Oqnr* . 

f y .O o afct oiffl . Sb8 ._ 

WhHsunday 

QUEENSLAND V« v €«Oi*> 
MacRoy''”* ^ Uiytaman 
/V -Wand 
Great Kcppcl \ - 


yvr ■ 

-•Broome 


NORTHERN 

TERRITORY 


(actual ste) 


BE/ 


KsS;-;5V' M 



Bundaberg^ 


NEW SOUTH T 

WALES /200mflea 


stung. “1 was swimming at an 
offshore island marine park 
when r felt a stinging sensa¬ 
tion on my neck,” he said. 
"Within five minutes 1 had 
developed stomach cramps 
and pain in my lower spine 
that was knife-like. My chest 
became restricted and my hair 
was standing on end.” He 
spent five days fighting for his 
life in intensive care. 

Aborigines in northern Aus¬ 
tralia and Papua New Guinea 
have for generations told sto¬ 
ries of pretty little stingers that 
paralyse swimmers. It is only 
recently, however, that re¬ 
searchers have begun to un¬ 
derstand the seriousness of the 


irukandji threat. Doctors say 
victims can be unaware that 
they have been stung and 
almost never see the irukandji. 
They want more money for 
research. In the past SO yearn 
Australia has-produced anti¬ 
venom for a host of deadly 
creatures: The tiger snake, the 
taipan. the brown snake, the 
redback spider and the 
irukandji's larger, more dead¬ 
ly relative, die box jellyfish. 

In his three-year search Mr 
Hore has captured only 18 
irukandji. all on the same day. 
Then the project met a 
disaster. Mr Hore said he 
transferred his precious cargo 
to die venom institute at 


Melbourne University, but a 
delivery delay meant the jelly¬ 
fish were useless for research 
by the rime they readied Dr 
Winkel’s desk. Dr Winkel has 
since struggled to separate 
proteins extracted from the 
handful of tentacles he has in 
his possession. 

"We donT know whether we 
will require 100 or SO speci¬ 
mens to get a neutralising 
antibody to block the toxin 
binding to the cells,” Dr 
Winkel said. “There Is an on¬ 
going supply problem with 
these little creatures. Develop¬ 
ing an anti-venom is a long¬ 
term project and we wall need 
to grow them to harvest their 
Tentacles." 

Meanwhile, Dr Fenner re¬ 
ports more cases of irukandji 
sting, either because they are 
more numerous or or because 
more people are using the reef. 
He continues to campaign 
with health authorities for 
research money. 

“The Surf Lifesaving Associ¬ 
ation ... has a strong commit¬ 
ment to help to find a 
treatment for this tiny jellyfish 
that causes such misery and 
horrendous cost.” he said. 
“Funding is essential to allow 
trained professionals to catch 
such jellyfish." 

Tourist destinations such as 
Palm Island. TuIIy. Airlie 
Beach, the Whitsundays and 
Port Douglas have reported 
stings. A folly clothed profes¬ 
sional pearl diver in Browne 
became a victim in 1991. At 
Palm Cove a swimmer was 
stung while inside a protective 
net in 1992. 

Mackay, Cooktown, 
lindeman Island. Great Kep- 
pel Island, Ingham. Arnhem 
Land, Yorkeys Knob and Trin¬ 
ity Beach are all known 
irukandji sites. 


Cocaine island in the sun 


David Adams, in St Kitts-Nevis, 


reports on a town living in fear 


Basseterre, lined with 

palm trees and paste] ginger¬ 
bread houses, used to be an 
out-of-the-way retreat in the 
eastern Caribbean for British 
and American tourists. 

But in the past three years 
the Sr Kins-Nevis port has 
become a haven for a ring of 
allegedly ruthless drug traf¬ 
fickers who have terrorised its 
32.000 inhabitants. 

Their ringleader, the police 
say, is Charles “Lirtle Nut” 
Miller. 37, a food and soft 
drinks importer wanted in the 
US and Canada on cocaine- 
trafficking charges. 

A request to extradite Mr 
Miller to the United States 
was rejected by a local magis¬ 
trate lasr year. An appeal is 
pending against that ruling, 
but in the meantime Mr 
Miller remains a free man. 
The police say he continues to 
traffic in oocaine. In July, he 
was accused by Canadian 
police of taking pan in a 
conspiracy to ship cocaine via 
St Kins to Toronto. 

The Miller case is much 
more than a frustrated drugs 
investigation. His untouch- 
ability highlights the increas¬ 
ing influence of drug 
traffickers in the tiny islands 
of die eastern Caribbean. 

“What we have are some 
some people here who are a 
law unto themselves,” said 
Brian Reynolds, the Scotland 
Yard inspector who was sent 
out at the request of the St 
Kitts Government to take over 
as commissioner of the cor- 
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rupt and ill-trained local 
police force. 

In the wake of iniense 
counter-drug efforts along the 
border between Mexico and 
the United States, experts say 
that traffickers are once again 
pumping tonnes of cocaine 
into the Caribbean, on their 
way to the US and Europe. 
The United Nations released 
statistics on Monday indicat¬ 
ing that two fifths of the 
cocaine sold in America alone 
enters via the Caribbean. 

While the Clinion Adminis¬ 
tration seeks to rally support 
in the region for its war on 
drugs, the small, vulnerable 
islands of the area complain 
that US trade policies and 
reduced financial aid are un¬ 
dermining local economies 
and making the drug trade 
more attractive. 

In the middle of that scenar¬ 
io Mr Miller is the Caribbe¬ 
an's worst nightmare. Bom 
locally—his real name is Cecfl 
Connor — he grew up on the 
tough streets of Jamaica 
where he was jailed at 17 for 



Charles Miller, wanted in the US on drug charges, is 
said to be behind a reign of terror in Basseterre 


armed robbery. After escaping 
from prison he fled to Ameri¬ 
ca, where he went to work for 
the notorious Shower Posse, a 
Jamaican crime gang based in 
south Florida. In irs heyday in 
the mid-1980s, the Posse con¬ 
trolled a large share of the 
marijuana and crack cocaine 
market in several US rides. 

He was arrested in 1985 in 
New York and pleaded guilty 
to cocaine charges. But he 
agreed to co-operate with pros¬ 
ecutors and in 1989 provided 
devastating evidence against 
the Posse leaders in their trial 
in Miami on sweeping drugs 
and murder charges. In re¬ 
rum. he was given immunity 
from prosecution and the Gov¬ 
ernment gave him a new iden¬ 


tity and admined him to its 
secretive Witness Protection 
Programme. 

But Mr Connor later 
dropped our of the protection 
programme and disappeared. 
He was soon back in St Kitts, 
using the name Charles 
Miller. Since his arrival, the 
police say. a string of drug- 
related incidents has left nine 
people dead or missing. 

In November 1995. America 
accused Mr Miller of bring 
the ringleader behind a con¬ 
spiracy to smuggle half a 
tonne of cocaine through Mi¬ 
ami in late 1994. He is also 
suspected of being behind the 
murder in 1994 of Jude Mat¬ 
thews. the head of the St Kitts 
Special Branch. 


Yellowstone gases 
‘worse than ten 


power stations’ 


From TunkuVaradarajan in new york 



VOLCANOS, hot springs and 
other thermal features at the 
Yellowstone National Sark 
contribute to the globe's 
“greenhouse" phenomenon by 
emitting millions of tonnes of 
carbon dioxie into the atmo- ■ 
sphere each year, a study by 
American scientists has found. 1 

In a paper presented this, 
week at a meeting of tire 
American Geophysical Union 
in San Frfmcisco. researchers 
from the Pennsylvania State 
University reveal that the 
. greenhouse gases given Off by 
-4fYenaw5tane. -r the oldest and 
largest national park, in the 
Ladled States"— exceed by at . 
least ten times the .emissions 
from a metfiiunrsja^ coal-'- 
bunting power plant of the 
son. that is' found: in' many 
developing countries. 

The park is jenowned for its 

springs. Water 

yons. affording fo^fhe';. 
findings of Cindy Werner and ‘ 
Professor Sum Brantley of 
Pennsylvania State Univer¬ 
sity, the very features that are 
such a'source of wonder could 
be the guise for environment-, 
tai alarm. 

Green "lobby groups and 
campaigners are given to 
^characterising the world's in- 
‘ dustrial “smokestacks” as the 
prime offenders in the in¬ 
crease in carbon dioxide levels 
in-the atmosphere. So far, hot 
spring systems such as those 



spring systems suen as tnose 
found at Ydkrwstone have not 
been included when scientific 
ejqoertsriialfy carbon dioxide 
emissions. 

Dr Werner, a Geophysics 
researcher, spent three 
months this ^summer sam¬ 
pling foe:gases that emerge 
from Yellowstone's thermal 
vents, “mud pots” and the 
grounds adjacent to the parti's 


Mud Volcano area. According 
to her findings, the bulk of the 
carbon dioxide appeared to 
escape from tectonic fault lines 
running through these areas. 

In their subsequent and 
painstaking calculations. Dr 
Werner and . Professor 
Brantley found that the Mud 
Volcano aria alone produces 
about 176300tonnes of carbon 
dioxide every year. Extrapolat¬ 
ing from that figure, the 
scientists concluded that the 
entire park 'must emit 44 
million tonnes of carbou diox¬ 
ide each year. the equivalent of 
ten Romanian power stations 
built in the Ceausescu era. 

Dr Werner said: "We 
believfc. that geothermal sys¬ 
tems are significant contribu¬ 
tors to global estimates of 
carbon dioxide.'’ 

Carbon dioxide levels in the 
atmosphere have nearly dou¬ 
bled in the past century. Most 
of foe respohsibffity for this 
increase has been ascribed to 
the burning of fossil fuels. 
Blame has also been placed on 
the widespread disappearance 
of the tropical forests which 
once performed the role of 
recycling carbon dioxide gas 
into oxygen. 

Scientists have for long been 
aware that volcanic systems, 
such as the one which is found 
in Yellowstone; spew , large 
amounts of carbon dioxide 
into the atmosphere. But until 
the Yellowstone study little 
effort had been made to quan¬ 
tify foe emissions from natu¬ 
ral geothermal systems. 

Global warming was foe 
focus erf the international trea¬ 
ty concluded recently in Kyoto, 
which demands that Western 
nations cut emissions of car¬ 
bon dioxide and other gases 
that are responsible for global 
warming. 
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Monkeys will be returned to Amazon 


WOOLLY monkeys were 
taken from the Upper Amazon 
only 30 years ago for lovers in 
Europe of exotic pets. Plucked 
from their natural habilarthey 
became lonely and rarely lived 
more than two years. 

This was just one of many 
assaults on their survival. 
Amazon Indians, who had 
always hunted and trapped 
woolly monkeys, were sud- 


Philip Delves Broughton on an animal rescue plan 


denly joined by others, armed 
with guns and capable of 
killing an enrire monkey com¬ 
munity in one hunting trip. 

The devastation of the rain 
forests by lagging and mining 
companies destroyed the mon¬ 
keys' forest canopy where they 
swing from their tails foraging 


for food- Cornwall may be a 
long way from the Amazon, 
but there has been a sanctuary 
for woolly monkeys there 
since the 1960s. when Len 
Williams was given one as a 
pet it did not take him long to 
see that they .were social 
animals who thrived on each 


others' company and that they 
needed space to be happy. 

He persuaded pet owners 
and zoos to let their monkeys 
come down to the sanctuary in 
Cornwall and he now keeps 22 
monkeys in a large* area of 
linked enclosures providing a 
variety of natural environ- 
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mans. Now, with the support 
of the Bom Free Foundation, 
one of the two charities chosen 
by The 7bnes for its Christmas 
Appeal, it is hoped that the 
monkeys can be restored rothe 
Brazilian rainforests. 

The Cornwall Monkey 
Sanctuary, which since the 

death of Len W illiam s has 

been run by the Monkey 
Trust, has been in dose con¬ 
tact with die Rehabilitation 
Centre of Amazonian Pri¬ 
mates in Brazil for the past 
two years. The centre looks 
after 40 woolly monkeys and 
several other primate species, 
all of whom nave been confis¬ 
cated from the illegal pet 
trade. It will oversee the 
creation of a secure sanctuary 
for the woolly monkeys in the 
Amazon rainforest. 

This strategy of giving ani¬ 
mals as much freedom as 
possible while protecting their 
population numbers is at the 
very heart of die Bom Free 
Foundation's work. 

The foundation’s primate 
project however, is not restric¬ 
ted to woolly monkeys. It also 
helps to finance anti-poaching 
units in Uganda in order to 
protect the mountain gorillas 
and chimpanzees. Targeting 
of funds means that all money 
raised by this appeal will have 
an immediate and powerful 
benefit on the animals protect¬ 
ed by the project 






A woolly monkey and Its infant at the Cornwall Monkey Sanctuary 
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I saw you 



What? 


Just keep yeur eyes 
the read, Romeo 



I was looking at that 
shop window actually 



OK, what was in it then? 


There was...you know... one of 
those cool toasters 


Oh come on, you couldn't 
possibly know what shop it was 


In a clothes store? 


Trust me, 

I never miss a shop. 
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‘Extinct’moth 



in abundance 



By Robin Young 


ALMOST half a century after-, 
last bring seen in Britain, a 
2in moth has riaged a come¬ 
back. Satina buettneri, oth¬ 
erwise known as Blanks 
wainscot, has been rediscov¬ 
ered is force in a secluded 
Dorset river valley. . 

Blair’s wainscot was Erst 
ied in this country in 



Blair’s wainscot moth 


1916 by a retired British 
Museum beetle expert, Dr 
K.G. Blair, from whom it 
took its name. The moth 
disappeared, however, a few' 
years later and the species 
was officially presumed ex¬ 
tinct in Britain. The. only 
known , colony, on the Isle of 
Wight, was destroyed by land 
drainage and burning. 

Butterfly Conservation, the 
organisation tint made the 
new find, is anxious to deter 
collectors and says the colo¬ 
ny's prerise location will re¬ 
main a secret. A spokeswom¬ 
an said: The reappearance 
of Blairt wainscot illustrates 
what a tenuous hold' many 
species have on survival We 
should not celebrate too' 
soon. If intensive agriculture 
methods ever intrude into the 
colony. Blair's wainscot 
could again disappear.” 

The moth, with delicate 
streaks on its wings, 
on sedge, but experts 
say it Is unlikely to be found 
beyond southern Britain, 
thus excluding from its range 
the Scdgefirid constituency 


of its namesake, the Prime 
Minister. 

PhD Sterling, Dorset coun¬ 
ty ecologist and the local 
moths officer for Butterfly 
Conservation, said two males 
and a female were first spot¬ 
ted late in 1996. These were 
thought to be occasional mi¬ 
grants but the discovery of 
larvae in recent'weeks has 
confirmed the existence of an 
established colony. 

“It 2s possible they have 
ret urne d here from the Conti¬ 
nent,'’ Mr Sterling said. “Or 
they may have survived in 
such small numbers that they 
were never spotted before. It 
is a bit of a collector’s item. I 
suspect there win be tens of 
them Eying here next year, 
although that gives a false 
impression of their viability." 
• The wainscot family of 
moths take their name from 
distinctive markings thought 
to resemble wood panelling. 

: Downing Street said yes¬ 
terday: “We are delighted to 
. bear of the reappearance of 
this moth. We sincerely hope 
it continues to flourish." 
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Phil Sterling, who found the supposedly extinct moth 
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AS THEY begin iheir second year 
in a cramped and staling Saudi 
jail Deborah Parry and Lucille 
McLauchJan are pleading with 
their captors to end the uncertainly 
over their eventual fate. 

The British nurses complain that 
^\they have still not been officially 
^charged over the murder of an 
Australian colleague and growing 
rumours .circulating in the?prison 
over their likely punishment is 
damaging their health. 

While McLauchlan was allowed - 
visits this week from her husband 
and parents, prison staff kept a 
suicide watch over Parry.. The 
injuries of her sister, Sandra, in a 
car crash meant that her only 
surviving relative was not able to 
visit, so Parry was left in ceD 8 of 
Damman Central Prison, known 
as the International House, with a 
handful of convicted drug smug¬ 
glers as her only company. 

In the new year she is expected to 
be found guilty of murder and, 
although Saudi diplomats 
f have told the Foreign Office 
privately that she will not be 
executed, her family are 
sceptical about such assur¬ 
ances. A Saudi man found 
guilty of murder was be¬ 
headed in public yesterday, 
bringing the total for the 
year to 123, 

Parry's family describe her 
as ■‘extremely depressed". 
Jonathan Ash bee, her broth¬ 
er-in-law, said: "We are very 
worried about Deborah. The * 
fact that she has no idea 
when ail this will be resolved 
is mind-blowing. 

"Being in a Saudi jail is 
awful enough but when you 
haven't done anything 1 
wrong it is a living helL In 
the weeks before Christmas the. 
girls were haunted by rumours 
|j circulating foe jail that Deborah 
■ faces IS years and Ludlle will have 
to serve right as a warning that 
Westerners get no special 


Their trial may 
be over but the 
agonising wait 
continues, writes 

Daniel McGrory 


we do, we will be in prison for more 
Christmases to come." 

McLauchlan was allowed out of 
prison to see her parents at a local 
police station and was hoping that 
the authorities would allow her 
time alone with Grant Feme, 
whom she married last month. 

Her parents, Stan and Anne, 
complain that,' although she was 
sentenced in September to 500 
lashes and right years in jail, she 
has still not been told what she was 
convicted of. Her family do not 
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Frank Gilford: "blood money" deal 


In Christmas messages to;their 
families the nurses told of their 
fears that it could be years before 
they will be allowed home. Diplo¬ 
mats who visited them could offer 
no hope of any early end to their 
ordeal. 

The gamble they face in the new 
year is whether to accept their jail 
sentences and then plead with King 
Fahd for clemency arid.an early 
release. If they appeal, astheyseem 
determined to do. the process oould 
take another two years. Parry 
conceded to her family: “Whatever 


know if the £750,000 “blood 
money" settlement agreed with 
Frank Gilford, the brother of their 
alleged victim. Yvonne Gilford, 
which spared Parry the death 
penalty, also applies to her flogging 
and jail sentence. A diplomatic 
source in the kingdom admitted: 
"We frankly don't know what the 
next move is. or when it will come, 
which is of no consolation to the 
women or their families." 

The two women are also indig¬ 
nant that Mr Gilford has yet to 
keep his side of the bargain, which 
involved his supporting their de¬ 
mand for the Saudi authorities to 
reopen their investigation, using 
information the nurses* lawyers 
and private detectives have uncov¬ 
ered about the murder at the King 
Fahd medical centre in Dharhan. 
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So far the authorities have refused. 
Saudi police say they have no doubt 
of the Britons' griilL 
. It was in die early hours of 
December II last year that the body 
of Miss Gilford was found in her 
bedroom in Block 44. She had been 
bludgeoned, suffocated and stab¬ 
bed 13 times. 

Police waited two days before 
interviewing McLauchlan. 31. from 
Dundee, and Parry, 38, from Alton, 
Hampshire. Six days later. Pany 
and McLauchJan were arrested as 
they visited a shopping complex. 
Police say they were using Miss 
Gilford’s bankcard to draw money 
and admitted the killing. 

Police claim there had been a 
row between Parry and Miss 
Gilford, allegedly aver the ending 
of a lesbian relationship, and that 
McLauchlan entered the apart¬ 
ment to separate them. Parry is 
then said to have hit Miss Gilford 
with an ornamental teapot and 
McLauchlan to have held a pillow 
over her face while Parry 
stabbed her. 

The nurses’ account of 
their confession is dramati¬ 
cally different They tell of 
being frogmarched into 
Dharhan police station 
where they were stripped, 
sexually assaulted and made 
to sign confessions on a 
• promise that they would be 
freed. 

Their famili es argue that 
the Saudis ignored forensic 
evidence such as the dump 
of blonde hair found gripped 
in Miss Gilford’s hand. Nei¬ 
ther of die accused is blonde. 
A man’s bracelet was found 
near the body and there were 
1 stories of how Miss Gilford 
had dashed with security 
guards at the hospital because she 
allegedly threatened their money- 
lending and prostitution rackets. 

Five guards on duty that night 
disappeared and were never ques¬ 
tioned. One was suspected of the 
murder of another nurse, a year 
earlier, in the same hospitaL 
Despite assurances that die 
women will not be flogged, rela¬ 
tives are dismissive, saying that 
promises of a fair trial were 
ignored. The murder weapon has 
never been found, no fingerprints 
of the women were in the Gilford 
apartment and both had alibis. V 
Parry has been allowed a hand : ' 
fol of visits to th^prison .psychia¬ 
trist and has-beerfprescribed anti¬ 
depressants. Her 
concerned that her -condition con¬ 
tinues to deteriorate. McLauchlan 








m 








: -M 


*v 










- \%Ji 








& 


m 








I 


IT 


• 






m 


Deborah Parry, left, has still not been sentenced over the death of Yvonne Gilford, centre. Lucille McLauchlan, right, fares 500 lashes 
and eight years in jail but neither she, her parents Stan and Anne, far right, husband Grant Feme, with McLauchlan second right, nor 
her lawyer, Salah al-Hejaflan, know die charge. Parry's sister. Sandra, and brother-in-law, Jonathan Ashbee. left fear for her health 


has always been the more 
combatgtjve of the two,; arguing 
with hiir guards over their mis¬ 
treatment It was she who led 
protests for better prison facilities. 

Mr; Ashbee. said: “What that 
means, is a table-teams set for 
recreation' arid, instead erf four 
holes in the ground as toilets, the 
inmates have six between ..them. 
That' means the raw sewage does 
not spill out on to die floor until 


fater in the day." The few washba¬ 
sins they share are clogged with 
nappies because many of the 
women have given birth there after 
being jailed for adultery. 

-The women are given books and. 
writing materials by British dipk>s - 
mats who visit them once a week 
bui they spend most, of-their days •„ 
.-sitting undenTeathh tiries’ofih^-T 
ping washing trying to find some 
shade and cool. Their only exercise 


is to walk around the small 
courtyard. “It is the boredom that 
gets them down." Mr Ashbee said. 

They sleep on 2in-thick foam 
mattresses on steel bunks and 
share with up to ten other women. 
Cockroaches infest the building 
and the air-conditioning has not 
. worked* properly for five years. 
•Their daily diet is invariably pitta 
bread, salad and- rice; both have 
lost weight and suffered bouts of 


dysentery. They have no television 
and keep in touch only through 
Parry’s transistor radio. 

Diplomats successfully ap¬ 
proached companies trading in 
defence contracts in the region to 
pay Mr Gilford's blood money 
because neither family could raise 
the figure. Lawyers in Britain and 
Saudi Arabia have worked for free 
and admit they can see no early end 
to the women's ordeal. 
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pin-up, and wonders who is next 


From rode chick to rock chic the old image of Texas, and the album cover with a Spiteri picture by Teller and design by die ait director and art editor of The Face 


A WOMAN in her late twen¬ 
ties steps in front of a top-line 
fashion photographer and be¬ 
comes the pop face ofl997. 

Juergen Teller's raw but 
sexy pictures of CharJeen 
Spiteri. lead singer of Texas, 
helped to rescue the band’s 
career from doldrums so deep 
that it was almost time for 
them to stick spangles on the 


drums and head for the caba¬ 
ret circuit. 

A year on. the band have 
infuriated their critics by 
notching up four top ten hits, 
Sav What You Want, Halo, 
Black Eyed Boy, and Put Your 
Arms Around Me, and sold 
more than 12 million copies of 
their album. White on Blonde. 
They have been nominated 


everywhere for Comeback of 
the Year awards, and are 
almost certain to carry off 
baskets of gongs at February’s 
Brit awards. As the year 
draws to a dose, insiders in 
the record industry like to play 
a game of guessing which 
other bands could benefit 
from a style makeover. The 
year has already seen the likes 


of Natalie Imbruglia score hit 
singles with a look owing 
more than a passing nod to 
Spiteri. 

Certainly. Spiteri feels vin¬ 
dicated after being written off 
by the critics. “You have a real 
high, like the album going in 
at No 1, and you think it can’t 
get any better, but then it 
does," she says in her broad 


Glaswegian accent “It has 
been a fantastic year for us.” 

It could have best so differ¬ 
ent This time last year, they 
were a forgotten band. They 
had a top ten hit in 1989 with/ 
Don’t Want A Lover, but a 
series of mediocre albums 
followed, and ten other singles 
barely scrapped into the top 
40. After living in Paris for a 


year, Spiteri, 29, told her co¬ 
writer, Johnny McElhone, 
that enough was enough, and 
that the band needed to get 
groovy. They added some 
loops and samples to the 
band's sound and hip; hop. 
bullseye. 

The success of the music 
speaks for itself. But it was 
Spiteri’s transformation from 
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leather-dad surly “rock chide", 
to Prada-clad androgynous 
icon. who excited everyone 
from Chris Evans to fashion 
journalists. Especially a pic¬ 
ture of her emerging from a 
shower, hair sopping wet. 
wrapping herself in a towel 

Earlier this year. Evans mid 
Radio One- listeners that he 
would leave his girlfriend for 
her. given half a chance: Next 
day. he sheepishly admitted 
that he had been ticked off by 
his girlfriend. His support for 
Say What You Want was 
widely credited for its success, 
but Spiteri points out “It was 
a hit all over die world, so 
it cant just have been that, 
can it?”. 

You've got to be cool to be on 
the cover of The Face maga¬ 
zine. The. December issue 
featured Spiteri with Memory 
Man from American rap act 
Wu Tang Clan. The pair have 
reoorded-a new version of Say 
What You Want for next year. ’ 

And as the dollars, pounds 
and yen pour in for Mercury 
Records, a giant collective 
lightbulb has popped on over 
the heads of the other reoord 
companies. Could it be pos¬ 
sible that other bands lan¬ 
guishing at the bottom of 4 k 
roster — maybe with four 
albums to their credit but no 
hit singles for years—could be 
converted into fashionable 
profit? 

Dave Jennings, of the week¬ 
ly Melody Maher, has no 
doubts which fading pap star 
should spice himsdf up with a - 
. makeover. He says; “Simon Le 
Bon from. Duran 'Duran 
should do a Sting." Instead of 
teaming up with Puff Daddy, 
however, he should team up 
with Mark Morrison and 
record a new version of Duran 
Duran's Wild Beys. 

Although a sex symbol in 
his day. could Le Bern still cut 
the fashion mustard in 1998? 
"Oh yes.” says Jennings. “All 
he needs to do is get down the 
gym, lose a few pounds and . 
get rapper Ice Tin to-give him 
some wardrobe advice —. a 
colourful jacket, a fedora — 
held look great” 

And what about Spiteri 


herself? The former hairdress¬ 
er has obviously enjoyed her 
year as an iconic pin-up, but it 
is apparent she really cares 
only about the music. There is 
no make-up lady in tow. A 
keen rock climber, she points 
out to interviewers that her 
nose has been broken four 
times and never fixed. 

Kas Mercer, her long-time 
press officer at Mercury 
Records, is still puzzled by 
everything that has happened 
this year: “I*ve always thought 
she was lovely. I don't think 
she’s changed that much apart 
from her hair. I think the rest 
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Spiteri: “I was an ugly 
duckling," she says 


of the world has just finally 
caught up.” Spiteri says with a 
shrug: "Irs like my face just 
seems to fit this period in time. 
1 was a bit of an ugly duckling, 
and now I'm a swan. I just 
woke up one morning and my 
face had changed." 

WhDe they can do no wrong 
at present, she knows from the 
band’s wilderness period that 
thezr current success and her 
status as - Most Fanciable 
Woman in Pop are only 
temporary. 

- “What does being the face of 
the year mean?" she says. “It 
just means dial cherell be 
another one along next year." 
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VALERIE GROVE MEETS: DAVID BENSON 


H ere is a posr-Christmas 
treat you have exactly 
two weeks in which 10 
catch David Benson 
before his one-man show, subtided 
My Life With Kenneth Williams. 
ends its 18-month tour at Hammer¬ 
smith. West London. 

I first caught the show at the 
■Edinburgh festival this summer. In 
the audience behind me was Mar¬ 
garet Forster (always hard to 
please)-and at the end we both 
turned and chorused: “What a 
performance.” . 

Benson’S impersonation is fault¬ 
less, but the show is far more than 
that. “People come expecting ‘Carry 
On Kenneth’ and a lot of guming, 
and are surprised when it’s not that 
simple,” Benson says. “They come 
to cackle, and then they turn 
contemplative. Which seems to me. 
the whole point of theatre.” 

Williams's friends have flocked 
to it and are staggered by Benson's 
uncanny accuracy. Of the seme 
where KW is in a restaurant with 
friends, bossing them about, telling 
jfc loud stories, insulting other diners. 
T they say, “That’s just what it was 
like having dinner with him — how 
did you know?" (“I behaved dis¬ 
gracefully" is a refrain in Wil¬ 
liams’s diaries.) 

Benson is unblinkingly truthful 
about Williams’s childish emotion¬ 
al avarice, his narcissism, his camp 
ambivalence, his wild morale 
swings from blustering bumptious¬ 
ness to self-lacerating melancholy. 

He kept his stove _ 

wrapped in Cello¬ 
phane and his lava- >> ri 

tory barred to W J 

visitors; was an auto- 
didact who flaunted 
his knowledge of 
Schopenhauer in that 
trivial forum. Just A Til 

Minute; was socially 
difficult hating to be 
A uujdone in anecdoi- ~ 

7 age. and waspish and spiteful. . 
even, on chat shows. But he was 
also loved for his irreplaceable 
uniqueness, his genius. 

Benson never met Wiliams. The 
only tenuous connection was that 
at 13. he wrote a story. The Rag- 
and-Bone Man , which won a 
Jackanory competition m 1975. 
Williams read h on the pro¬ 
gramme. Benson was mortified: he 
wanted his idol. Spike Milligan, to 
read it Williams was so camp. the 
entire school — a comprehensive in 
Birmingham — would jeer at him. 

He was saved, at school, by his 
vocal agility; he could do any voice, 
Williams included. He was the sort 
of lad who played around making 
tapes of sound-effects, and could do 
all the Goons. (In the show he does 
a particularly brilliant Maggie 
^mhh.) 

' T * Offstage, the engaging Benson 
resembles a young James Cagney 
in his Buster Keaton hat. After 
reading theatre studies at London 
University, he packed his bags and 
headed for Edinburgh, where he 
knew nobody, “to find out who 1 
was". He washed dishes and 
worked in a homosexual bookshop, 
the first in.Scotland, "polishing up 
my persona for public presenta¬ 
tion”. Then he joined Jeremy Wel¬ 
ler's Grassmarket Theatre, which 
did semi-documentary improvisa¬ 
tions with people from the social 


on Kenneth’s pain 


A one-man show 
proves to be more 
than an exercise 
in uncanny 
impersonation 



substrata in a Fringe trilogy enti¬ 
tled Glad. Mad and Bad. “I was 
flung into a room with scaggy old 
homeless drunks and young foot¬ 
ball hooligans, playing the warden 
of a hostel It was exhilarating." 

Benson had to discipline the 
material f*they all had amazing 
stories to tdL but no sense of what 
worked dramatically") while re¬ 
taining its passion and fire. Very 
good training for constructing his 
Williams show from a mountain of 


C They come to cackle 
and then they 
turn contemplative 5 


material, holding his audience in 
thrall with unexpected twists, as 
when be suddenly apes his old 
headmaster and makes the audi¬ 
ence sing AU Things Bright And 
Beautiful. ■ 

The performer from whom he 
has learnt most is Barry 
Humphries. "I love the way Dame 
Edna’s eye rakes the audience for 
■flie right victim. She jokes about 
bong psychic, and there is some¬ 
thing intuitive about the antennae: 
Franide Howerd had that too." 

He asks his audience at one point 
to put uplheir bands if theyve got a 
mad mother. People often say. 
lightly. “My mother’s quite mad": 
but Benson's mother really was. 
She was taken away to a home 
when he was 15; his father had 
divorced her, but she still hung 
around the house like a poltergeist 
“You know in the show, when I say 
it was like an exorcism when she 
left? People laugh at that but it's 
true. You’re not supposed to fed 
that about your mother.” 

His father, an Oxford-educated 
GP still practising in Birmingham, 
held the family together: his twin 
sister, older brother (“who suffered 
most over my mother’s madness"), 
half-sister, half-brother and stepsis¬ 
ter. Hodgson is the family name, 
but Equity already had a David 
Hodgson, so he switched to Ben¬ 
son. with relief. “I could never have 


succeeded as Hodgson. And my 
new name gave me a new confi¬ 
dence, immediately shutting off the 
ghost of the past titat stopped me 
achieving.” 

He includes vignettes from his 
own life in the show to be emotion¬ 
ally uncompromising. He was nev¬ 
er “besotted" by Williams. He is 
more interested in Dr Johnson's 
amanuensis, Boswell, who said no 
event could be experienced until 
you have written it down. 

Benson first kept a diary at 19. 
“when ! felt I would explode if 1 
didn't tell someone I was homosex¬ 
ual". He told his A-level English 
teacher, Gwyn Thomas, who was 
wonderfully understanding. "Well, 
David," she said, “what you’ve just 
told me, in Greek times, would 
have been absolutely normal" 

“On our first day, she came in, 
extremely striking, hair piled up in 
a bun, perched an the the desk, and 
began reading Tess of the 
D'Urbervilles. She was very camp, 
a nicer Miss Brodie. I was en¬ 
tranced. I thought, this is the 
teacher I’ve been looking for all my 
life. J felt I could tell her anything. 

Exactly three years ago, Benson 
was working full-time in a New 
York laundromat and mailing of¬ 
fice, in the Bronx: folding sheets 
and sending faxes, living with his 
American lover. "I loved him to 
death, but 1 had to stop" — they 
broke up-in Edinburgh this sum¬ 
mer — "because it had become like 
Orton and HafliwelL l couldn't 

S ‘py my success; I 
less of a person, 

1 having to consider 

QC this other person’s 

needs and feelings all 
the time. Why do 
people need partners? 
You meet someone, 

| y and before you know 

it you’ve signed this 
unwritten contract 
that you V never want 
to see anyone else. I think being 
single is my natural stale." 

He says taking up journal writ¬ 
ing again enabled him to write the 
show. He had been blocked by a 
terror of writing. Now he starts 
every day by covering up to six A4 
pages in longhand: “a daily letter to 
myself, solving problems and de¬ 
ciding what I really want". 


W hen people write to 
him after the show for 
advice, he tells them 
to start a journal. 
"Contentment can only come 
through self-knowledge- You must 
accept yourself, faults and all. So 
many people are terrified of being 
alone." 

But KW lived alone and wrote 
journals, and still committed sui¬ 
cide ... “This is what I can’t 
understand: to spend that much 
time brooding on your life and 
never reach a point when you 
accept your life as it is and enjoy it" 
If Benson has a hero, it is more 
Quentin Crisp titan KW. “because 
Crisp is so sane and witty, and 
knew and accepted his faults. 
Kenneth was in constant conflict 
with himself and with life general¬ 
ly. Everything he loved, he hated — 
his audience, himself, Louie his 
mother. Louie had a lot to do with 
his problems. But he wouldn’t hear 
a word said against her." Williams 



David Benson includes vignettes from bis own life: “You must accept yourself, faults and all" 


railed against public recognition: “i 
can’t walk down a street in London 
without the nudges, the staring, the 
following, the requests for auto¬ 
graphs and all the shouting (abuse 
and praise)... I loathe it. I would 
willingly exchange it all for ano¬ 
nymity and a steady, uninspiring 
job which required diligence and 
integrity." 

"A lie,” says Benson, "but it 
indicates his confusion." Barry 
Took’s wife, Lyp, asked why Ben¬ 
son does not show the kind, sweet 
side of Kenneth. “But I am trying to 
show a man in extremis. He’s had 


enough. He longs to ‘cease upon the 
midnight with no pain’." 

We are in a. traffic jam. Benson 
shouts " ’Ere. get a move on!" out of 
the car window, in his Kenneth 
Williams voice. He can stop a street 
dead in a trice by turning on the 
Kenneth. 

“But as of January 11. which is 
also my 3bih birthday. Ive got to 
startafresh. I’ll be like Fred without 
Ginger, but 1 don’t want people to 
think I can’t do anything but 
Kenneth, so we’re having a trial 
separation." 

The first step will be playing Noel 


Coward in a new television series of 
Goodnight Sweetheart, by Laur¬ 
ence Marks and Maurice Gran. 
Then he is going to write a book 
(Quentin Crisp said everyone 
should write one book, and it 
should be about themselves) about 
how his Kenneth Williams show 
took him “from total obscurity into 
the spotlight”. So while he’s still 
there, try to catch this extraordi¬ 
nary theatrical experience. 

□ Think No Evil Of Us... My Life 
With Kenneth Williams, Lyric 
Studio. Hammersmith. West Lon¬ 
don. until January 10 


Something 
safe for the 
family to 
talk about 


TELEVISION 


Paul Hoggart 

on the holiday 
season’s offerings 

C hristmas television makes a 
serious effort to offer an 
alternative to having a life 
these days. So we had quite a tricky 
choice on Christmas Eve, faced 
with the prospect of yet another 
dose of conventionalised ancient 
rituals, presided over by people in 
outlandish vestments. 

But we passed on the Eurotrash 
Christmas special and weni to 
midnight Mass in Norwich Cathe¬ 
dral instead, which was much 
more fun. 

Christmas Day was another 
story, however. In a world where 
the piano has not so much been 
killed as ethnically cleansed, tele¬ 
vision has become the heart of our 
annual extended family gatherings, 
providing something safely neutral 
to talk about 

Watching Top of the Pops with 
eight children aged 7 to 23. for 
instance, is much better than 
watching it at home. How else 
could I have known that Esther, of 
Eternal, has "an ugly haircut" or 
that their co-singer Bebe Willans 
used to have hair, but "he’s a baldy 
now". 

Nor would I have realised that 
the Leeds anarclust rockers 
Chumbawamba had sold out by 
dropping the letters “pi" from a 
word ending "ssing" from this 
family show, or spotted that Ultra 
Nate seems to have sandpaper 
glued to her head. 

I f you tried very hard you could 
just about avoid the Tele- 
tubbies, although I was 
delighted to see Harry Enfield 
throwing Pa down a flight of stairs 
in his wonderful Christmas special. 
This also included a superb sketch 
about a man-entertaining his son 
and son’s gay lover in which Hany 
was apparently- played by his 
father, Edward. 

The Spice Girls, on the other 
hand, were harder to dodge. Oddly 
enough they forgot to mention 
either their manager or a certain 
Spanish awards ceremony in their 
review of the year. Still, Harry 
Enfield’s Self-Righteous Brothers' 
rage at their shoddy workmanship 
as roofers, plumbers etc made up 
for that. Enfield’s was one of the 
two best Christmas shows this 
year. 

BBC2’s Cardigans at Christmas 
showed us just how far we have 
come since the Fifties. The oddball 
commentators seemed to have been 
recruited from a late-night raid on 
the Groucho Club but the clips 
were wonderful, if only for remind¬ 
ing us just how ghastly Christmas 
television used to be. 

This theme was deliciously ech¬ 
oed in the Perry Como-style inserts 
in this year’s other triumph. Men 
Behaving Badly, a wonderful tragi¬ 
comic counterpoint and a fine 
climax to a traditional family day 
spent chortling drunkenly on the 
sofa. 
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A little bit 


of Swampy 
in us all 


Simon Barnes on the 


importance of innocence 


W hen I was asked to 
choose my image of 
the year. I chose 
Su'ampy. Swampy, the eco- 
warrior, blazing with that 
most frightening of all quali¬ 
ties: innocence. The world is 
going wrong: well. 1 had better 
put it right, then, hadn't I? 
Ideas that simple, that honest, 
that innocent: they frighten the 
life out of people. 

Christmas is followed by St 
Stephen's Day. St Stephen's by 
lire Day of the Holy Innocents. 
These are mo of the carnal 
and bloody acts that are 
always celebrated around 
Christmas: what has been 
called "the birthday garland of 
martyrs’*. So perhaps this is 
not a bad time in which to 
celebrate the innocence of 
Swampy. 

Swampy thought the planet 
was being spoilt, and that this 
was a bad thing. So he took on 
the possibility of death and the 
certainty of quite extraordi¬ 
nary discomfort in order to 
stop various bits of planet 
front being paved over or 
otherwise destroyed. He tun¬ 
nelled beneath the wrongs of a 
wrong-minded society. 

1 am not so much concerned 
with Swampy the man as with 
Swampy the icon: or to be 
more exact. Swampy the fig¬ 
ure on a medieval _ 

triptych; the face of 
holy innocence 
bearing with him 
the gruesome im¬ 
plements of his 
martyrdom: a saint 
traditionally por¬ 
trayed with 
headiorch and 

asymmetric haircut. _ 

Innocence is the 
most difficult of things to 
deal with. It lays bare the 


Perhaps we 
were really 
voting for 
Swampy, 
not Blair 


much the same thing. There is 
an essential innocence to this 
vision: just as there is ah 
innocence — not naivete — 
about the entire global conser¬ 
vation movement. 

Innocence is by definitttion 
fragile. Innocence is some¬ 
thing you are supposed to lose, 
or have lost for you. I once 
heard a Christmas Day ser¬ 
mon when l wenr to Mass with 
my wife, who is a Roman 
Catholic. The sermon's theme 
was the fragility of of God; for 
God came to Earth as a baby 
in need of looking after, and 
not as conquering king. 

The priest then neatly drew 
the analogy: helpless God, 
helpless Earth. Both, in their 
innocence, at the mercy of 
human hands. The human 
record of looking after both is 
not exactly one hundred per 
cent; or at least, not in the right 
direction. 

f am not sure whether it was 
the Labour Government that 
was innocent, or those that 
voted it in. But life is not much 
fun without hope. And so we 
chose to believe in change, die 
hope that for once, the new 
boss will not be the same as 
the old boss. 

But in truth, we were dot 
innocent, which is a fine thing 
to be. We were naive, which is 
not. If there was an 
innocent abroad at 
election time, per¬ 
haps it was Martin 
Bell, who came up 
with the shocking 
suggestion that it 
was better to vote 
for goodness than 
for badness. 

But really, we vot¬ 
ed in a load of 


corruptions and compromises 
within oneself: it cries out for 
exploitation. Why are we 
destroying the planet? Who 
actually wants it fo be de¬ 
stroyed? And what are you 
doing about it? 

Christmas is a time in which 
innocence is much celebrated. 
The main form of celebration 
is telling lies to children about 
a while-bearded elderly gen¬ 
tleman; innocence crying out, 
as it does, for exploitation. 
Children, of course, greatly 
prefer truth to lies. 1 am 
currently trying to write a 
book for children that tells the 
iTuth about the state of the 
planet. My working tide, 
which is half, but only half, 
facetious, is Every Child's 
Book of the Ecological Holo¬ 
caust.. 

Children, with that perfect 
moral directness which is the 
difference between innocence 
and naivete, have no difficulty 
in seeing that it is wrong to kill 
off the snow leopard, the 
Seychelles magpie-robin, the 
Iowa pleistocene snail, the 
Lake Victoria richlids and the 
Kerry slug — all endangered 
animals. 

Children see the infinite 
fragility of their, our world 
and. without compromise, 
wish :o save it. They wish to 
save the world, and the crea¬ 
tures within it. which comes to 


politicians, and now we start 
whingeing because they are 
behaving like politicians. Per¬ 
haps the secret of our dismay 
is that we did not really want 
to vote for politicians at all. We 
wanted to vote for goodness; 
for innocence. Perhaps die 
votes cast for Tony Blair 
were in fact intended for 
Swampy. 

Perhaps we wanted to vote 
in an innocent who believed 
that bad things should be 
stopped and that good things 
should be started. Perhaps the 
Labour landslide was a simple 
longing for lost innocence: an 
innocent longing for lost 
simplicities. 


T! 


I he story of the rest of the 
year has been the shock¬ 
ing revelation that Tony 
Blair was not Swampy after 
ail. Just another politician. He 
may turn out to be a good 
politician — good in the sense 
of "virtuous*’, as well as the 
more political sense of “effect¬ 
ive" — but a politician he will 
remain. 

We need the innocence of 
Swampy. More, we all need to 
free the Swampy within our¬ 
selves. The sight of a skein of 
geese, a good bit of wild 
rountry. or for that matter, a 
jolly child, is enough to un¬ 
leash the innocent part of 
ourselves. Perhaps we do not 
ever truly lose our innocence. 
We just mislay it 



The roots of dishonour 


T his is the time of year when 
an old man’s fancy turns to 
honour. Or rather it turns to 
honours, which is not quite 
the same thing. He knows already 
whether his long overdue "recogni¬ 
tion" has come through, bur in a few 
days’ time the world will know as 
wdl. As the recent saga of Bemie 
Ecclestone revealed, occasional 
agonies enhance the ecstasy. You 
do not need to read Trollope to know 
that there is nothing so potent in 
public life as "the Queen has been 
pleased..." 

The proudly unhonoured Michael 
Foot tells a stray of his early days as 
Labour leader. He was invited to 
suggest some new Labour peers but 
had declined to do so since he was 
opposed to the Upper House and was 
diary of seeming a hypocrite. (His 
colleagues were to prove less bound 
by consistency or scruple.) The whips 
protested bitterly. The leader might 
find nominating peers distasteful, but 
while the system existed the party 
could not ignore it. 

Mr Foot conceded under protest 
and put forward six names of former 
Labour MPs whom he knew to be on 
hard times. The whips were appalled 
at the list. "But Michael, none of them 
has any money." they cried. Mr Foot 
at this point held his ground. 

Exploiting the honours list for 
party gain is. under the Honours 
(Prevention of Abuses) Act 1925, a 
misdemeanour rendering the culprit 
liable fora two-year imprisonment or 
a fine of up to £500. Anyone who 
gives money in the hope of obtaining 
an honour "is liable to forfeit that 
same to His Majesty". To the best of 
my knowledge this law has never 
been enforced. Abusing the list is the 
political equivalent of taking canna¬ 
bis. It seems mildly pleasant and the 
crime is victimless. All that matters is 
not getting caughL 
Most liberal-minded party leaders 
pledge themselves to reform this 
venal bur otherwise trivial corner of 
public life. They soon find honours as 
potent for the giver as for the receiver. 
Haro Id Wilson abolished "political 
honours" but reinvented them under 
another name. James Callaghan 
abolished them but Margaret 
Thatcher reintroduced, them and 
even made some hereditary. 

Party managers used knighthoods 
and peerages to raise money, reward 
journalists and discipline backbench¬ 
ers. The top 20 donors to Conserva¬ 
tive Party funds in the 19S0s received 


The honours system is probably past 
reform — so why do our Prime 


Ministers love it so much? 


a total of eight peerages and 11 
knighthoods. Both Conservative and 
Labour leaders have come to treat 
roughly half the “before-the-name" 
honours list (peerages and 
knighthoods) as a crude lever for 
party fundraising. Neither the mon¬ 
arch nor the honours scrutiny com¬ 
mittee has felt strong enough to 
object. 

John Major promised to democra¬ 
tise the system and end "gongs with 
jobs". The only job excluded from this 
reform, surprise, surprise, was poli¬ 
tics. Political honours were retained 
and the abuse of the list continued. If 
any backbench loyalist could get a 
knighthood and a minister a peerage, 
such perks could 
hardly be denied to 
civil servants, 
judges or ambassa¬ 
dors. let alone hard¬ 
working Tory 
financiers. Half of 
Mr Major's peer¬ 
ages went to party 
donors. Even the 
most mediocre of 
his aides 


Simon 

Jenkins 


were 

"honoured" on his resignation. 

These honours came remarkably 
cheap. In his book The Queen Has 
Been Pleased, published by Seeker, 
John Walker suggested that under 
Margaret Thatcher knighthoods 
came for donations of as little as 
EIOXKXJ and peerages for E50.000. 
This is roughly what they cost, in 
cash terms, under Lloyd George. 
Benefactors of new Labour are said to 
have given even less to the blind 
trusts and yet been "recognised". 
Under the Stuart monarchs a baron¬ 
etcy cost £1,000. which must be half a 
million in today's money. The curren¬ 
cy of honour is thus debased. 

Tinkering with the hemours system 
has proved as ludicrous as regulating 
ft has proved hopeless. Last week a 
suggestion was leaked that the word 
“empire” would be dropped from the 
Orders of Meric. The astonishing 
reason was that the Empire no longer 
existed. A question mark is also said 
to hang over the Order of the Bath 
and the crosses of St Michael and St 


George. Such axil rationalism must 
jeopardise the entire system. We are 
told that at least the Garter is secure. 
When Mr Major proudly announced 
the abolition of the "working-class" 
British Empire Medal, in favour of 
the "petty bourgeois" Member of the 
British Empire; he was praised to the 
skies. The consequence. I am told, is 
that the working classes now find it 
even harder to enter the halls of 
imperial grace. 

When honours are showered on 
the good, bad and indifferent with 
apparent abandon, it is hopeless to 
deny what lawyers call a “consider¬ 
ation". As Mr Blair found in the case 
of Mr Ecclestone, there is no such 

_ thing as a free gift 

Mr Ecclestone was 
reportedly pushed 
for a title by the 
Tories after giving 
them money even 
as he was switching 
his largesse to Lab¬ 
our. Mr Blair’s first 
honours list was 
traditional, strong 
on friends and rich 


con f er re d without cost % hiding 
behind Crown privilege Downing' 
Street need not account publicly for 
“the list". The process is seem and 
liable to infinite corruption. As the 
honours reformer John. Grigg wrote 
in 1993: “Nobody holding the job of 
Prime Minister... could fail to abuse 
the honours system to some degree. 
The temptation is too great to be 
resisted by any human bong." 

Since in this matter only the 
powerless are r e formers, 1 offer my 
own modest proposaL The only way 
of ending abuse is to detach the 
awarding of honours from die wield¬ 
ing of political power. It must be 
removed from Downing Street. If the 
Conservative or Labour paities.wish 
to reward donors or loyalists, they 
should find a other means, not hijack 
tire good name of the State. There is 
patronage aplenty in Downing Street 
without polluting the honours list. 


men of a generous disposition. The 
spin-doctors say this is to change in 
favour of “hidden merit". Next week's 
list will be interesting. 

Falstaff derided honour as but a 
word, air, a mere scutcheon. It cannot 
mend a leg. No, but it can certainly 
help the body politic to walk. The 
power of an honour lies in it being 
available ro a Prime Minister not for 
those who deserve it hut specifically 
for those who do not An average 
party leader offers in the region of 
1.000 peerages and knighthoods. 
Tony Benn not implausibly calcu¬ 
lates that some 10.000 people in the 
purlieus of politics must be in thrall 
to those holding this patronage. They 
are not corrupt. But as they near a 
gong their actions acquire a dusting 
of caution, a light bloom of deference. 
They want it so badly. 

Those who want something badly 
cede power ro those who can give it 
Why else do leaders so jealously hold 
on to this ostensibly trivial task? To 
government, the system is a benefit 


A n idea once put forward by 
The Economist was to con¬ 
vert the covert sale into an 
open rate. A restricted num¬ 
ber of tides would be sold annually at 
auction. Vast funds would be gener¬ 
ated, to be fairly distributed to 
political parties and to support die 
monarchy. A more dignified alterna¬ 
tive would be to make the Crown the 
true fount of honour. Names would 
be submitted to a royal commission 
appointed by the Royal Household. 
The commission would assume 
Downing Street's vetting role and 
there would be no Prime Minister's 
or Opposition trader's “list". 

The monarchy would thus be 
performing a proper function of the 
head of state, as the nation collective¬ 
ly recognised meritorious work by its 
citizens. Such a reform would en¬ 
hance the status of monarchy. It 
would make awards for merit seem 
fair, which they surely should be. The 
taint of political sycophancy would be 
removed from titles. An Augean 
stable of government would be 
deansed. 

The smart response is to declare 
that since the system is no better or 
worse than it has ever been, leave ft 
alone. The honours list has always 
been infused with mediocrity and 
corruption. It pours a drop of oil on 
the mechanism of the body politic, it 
is harmless. Such cynicism cannot be 
faulted, given the current public 
regard for politics. But in that case we 
mighr be spared the humbug about 
rooting out sleaze. 


Beware 
of Capra 
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flawed myth of It’s 
a Wonderful Life 


B ored by formulaic telly, and 
jaded by modem cinema, au- 
diences are apparently opting A 
this Christmas for a film with a 
nostalgic feel and a contemporary 
message. It's a Wonderful Irfe is 
supposedly a reminder of Holly¬ 
wood's Golden Age and an epic for 
our new Giving Age. It’s just a pity 
that It's a Wonderful Ufa is a truly 
terrible film. As art it is cheap, and as 

propaganda just plain pernicious. 

It is meant to be a simple tele ot 
Middle American heroism with a 
protagonist who sacrifices his ambi- 
tfops in order to run the family 
mortgage business and frustrate a 
wily ca pitalis t An accident brings 
him dose to ruin but he is redeemed 
by the intervention of a kindly angel, 
who shows how his home town of 
Bedford Fails would have suffered 
had he not been there to protect it. - 
The film ends with the hero, played 1 
by James Stewart with his endearing 
drawl and the affecting catch in his 
voice, saved by the generosity of those 
wham he has helped. 

It should be a testament to self- 
sacrifice. It is, however, a hymn to 
mediocrity, a paean to protectionism, 
an assault on die best of America and 
a celebration of suffocation. 

America's greatness, die prosperity 
of its people and its place as a beacon 
of freedom rests on the restlessness, 
the unassuagable ambition of its best 
citizens. Stewart's character, George 
Bailey, yearns to do “something big", 
but instead of lassoing the Moon he 
devotes his energies to running the 
family firm. Rather than making his 
mark on the biggest canvas available 
he prefers to doodle in the margins. 
This is not just a squandering of 
spirit but an unfortunate endorse- ^ 
menr of the gentlemanly rentier at the V 
expense of the genuinely wealth- 
creating buccaneer. George Bailey is 
a Baring without balls. 

Irs a Wonderful Life stands in 
blind romantic opposition to the 
emancipating force of competition. 

Its real hero should be Hairy Potter, 
die man with frontier spirit whose 
horizons extend beyond his own 
backyard.. 

In the movie’s apparently most 
powerful sequence George Bailey is 
shown a vision of what might have 
befallen Bedford Falls if he had never 
lived and Potter had been given die 
opportunity to develop the backwa¬ 
ter. The nightmare image of the 
garish, striplft, ftrttertown is sup¬ 
posed to be a glimpse of the Inferno, 
with George as Dante and his angel 
as Virgil. Pottertown, however, is no 
Hell but instead a honky-tonk Heav- - 
en to rank with Forties Hollywood. ® 
Try as the director Frank Capra 
might to paint this town a sinful red. 
tiie camera cannot help but dwell on 
the delights of the free-wheeling, 
cheap-drinking speakeasy atmo¬ 
sphere of Pottertown. That is because 
it is. at bottom, a far more attractive 
place than the communitarian 
dreamland of Bedford Falls, just as 
liberty is always preferable to con¬ 
striction, however enlightened. If it 
were not so, then Capra would have 
become a monk, not a movie-maker. 

It is time to look at Capra's work 
with a dear eye. and see him as he is 
— Pat Buchanan with a soft-focus 
lens, a Peoria Poujadist who believes 
jutiiul 1 
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small is beautiful but ends up 
celebrating not just the local but the 
narrow. If you want a release from . 
reality this Christmas, then you are# 
baler off watching a film that 
genuinely celebrates sturdy individ¬ 
ualism in the face of a real enemy — 
the best escape is The Great Escape. 


Santa stuck 


THAT OLD daredevil Father Christmas almost came upstuck at 
Southwark Cathedral during Midnight Mass attempting one exploit too 
far. Santa made a Christmas Eve appearance at the South London 
cathedral »o mark the departure of 


the Right Rev Rot Williamson, the 
bishop, ar the end of the month. As 
the service reached its climax, a 
door opened in the belfry, a rope 
dropped to the floor and Father 
Christmas, aka a professional 
climber, began abseiling earth¬ 
wards. with a bag of presents tied 
fo hts belt. About halfway down, 
however, his while beard became 
entwined in the harness, to which 
he was attached, and he became 
stuck, hanging in mid-air like the 
Archangel’GabrieL Realising his 
predicament. Father Christmas cut 
his sack free, and it dropped into 
the outstretched arms of a priest 
•50ft bclnw. He attempted to dimb 
back up, but to no avail and then 
draggled. equally unsuccessfully, 
to free his beard from the rope. 

“As he was dearly stuck, the 
service carried on." said one of the 



% A STONE circle is to be installed 
outside the Serpentine Gallery in 
Hyde Park in memory of its late 
patron. Diana, Princess of Wales. 
The sculptor. Ian Hamilton Finlay 

— a sensitive, Scottish sort of chap 

— has added a little, but some 
might think rather direct, inscrip¬ 
tion: "To those who love sotitude, 
the pensive, the melancholy and 
the amorous." 


If only... 



Hanging out Santa, the bishop 


congregation. "He was still hang¬ 
ing there as the bishop went on his 
final procession.” Once the service 
was finished, hands appeared at 
the top of the rope and. after a 20- 
minute struggle, hauled Father 
Christmas back into the rafters. 
Hardly inspirational, but at least 
fhe service did not encounter the 
traditional disruption at midnight 
Mass: drunks in the pews singing 
carols off-key. 
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IF ONLY Lord Lawson of B!ab}V 
telephone manner had been more 
polished as a young man. we might 
never have heard of “negative equi¬ 
ty". A book by Sir Gordon Newton, 
the Financial Times Editor be¬ 
tween 1949 and 1972. explains why 
he was not succeeded by Lawson. 
The man who was to be Margaret 
Thatcher's most charismatic Chan- 
cdl or was editing The Spectator tP. 
the late 19f>0s and was Newton's, 
preferred successor. But one day in 
1970, Lawson received a call from 
Garrett Drogheda, the FTs man¬ 
aging director, who offered him the 
editorship of the Investor's Chroni¬ 
cle. Lawson considered the FTs 
weekly stablemate as “indifferent" 
and responded that he would take 


JASPER GERARD 


Oakley as Political Editor, are 
about to be joined by a new face. 
John Kampfner. a political corres¬ 
pondent of The Financial Times. 
will join the team after finishing 
his biography of Robin Cook. 
Word at the BBC is that Kampfner 
will have a “special customised 
training programmer to allow him 
to bring “a more reflective styfe" to 
Che Beet's outlook. I am sure that 
John Sargeant. Huw Edwards and 
Jon Sopel. his ambitious BBC col¬ 
leagues, are thoroughly looking 
forward to his arrival 


the job only if he were guaranteed 
to succeed ‘Newton. Drogheda was 
so offended by Lawson's presump¬ 
tive manner that he was. according 
to Newton's book, determined the 
young hack should never take over 
at the FT. The rest, including the 
boom and bust in the property 
market, is history. 


High Roller 


Saw point 
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NEW TIMES 

MODERNISATION was from 
the thoughts of the Queer m her 
first Christmas broadcast in 
1952 "Wfift anew taflh in ihe old 
and sptendid behets given is by 
our forefathers, and the strength 
to venture beyond the safeties ot 
the past, I knew.we sh^l.be 
worthy of our duty.". . . 


PRIVACY is at last assured for the 
ageing Rolling Stones guitarist 
Keith Richard; he has won a cam¬ 
paign to stop a copse of trees being 
axed next to his home in West 
Watering. After months of protest 
from Richard and his fellow porch- 
protectors. Chichester District 
Council has refused applications 
from two local businessmen to do 
any clearance work. The more stal¬ 
wart campaigners have been heard 
a? complain ihat the move comes 
too late — the entrepreneurs felled 
52 trees before the ban. 


NORMALLY, barristers don’t 
mind displays of conspicuous con¬ 
sumption. But Edward Hess's ar-. 
rival at Temple Bar in a luxurious 
black Rolls-Royce, replete with 
chauffeur, television, drinks cabi¬ 
net and escorting manservant, is 
upsetting some of his peers. Rather 
than an example of raking in the 
legal aid, the vehicle is actually pro¬ 
vided to assist Hess in his evening 
job as the Mayor of Kensington 
and Chelsea. But a legal type com¬ 
plains; “This car entirety blocks 
MiddfeTemple Lane. Who does he 
think he is. Lord Irvine?" 


• BBC LOBBY hacks, gently jos¬ 
tling for the right to succeed Robin 


OLDTWES . ‘ :; 

A STATUE of. Law i$ to go on 
'.sale at Soihsby:& The bust/. 
ri eaisft n g flue tons,- once sat in a 1 
small Latvian square, .and is 
expected.to fetch more than 
£l&flQ0. Jackie Rees, one of:-, 
ttwr-stetueaverts.says: "We" 
hope for a buyer Who has. an ■" 
interest in 20th*cantuty paWcs." £ 



Lord GLenarthur beefed it up/Bottonjfey talked turkey 


FESTIVE TIMES 

DURING the decade when she 
was in power. Virginia 
Bottomley always politely de¬ 
clined to play hast to her famous¬ 
ly-extended famity during the 
festive season. But with the 
demise of her ministerial career, 
she opted this Christmas to take - 
on the monumental task of 
providing for her tribe—all 22 of 
them, as it turned our, “When the 
red boxes were around, I could . 
not possibly be bothered to think 
about cooking a" turkey.”, oe- 
plained the former--Heritage 
Secretary. “But as soon I warm - 
opposition. I thought ! would - 
have them all round. I bare to . 


say. though, cooking the mrkejr 
ended up a good deal harder 


than working, tpy-way through 
the red boxes." 


Lord Gienarthur. who was 

alro.orice a Tory minister, was in 

equally festive mood, but for him 
politics remained firmly on the 
agenda. Helping to raise fo n ds 
far chanty at the annual Jqv tn 
the World concert at the AW 

HaU.tteform^DHSSmfeS 

was abaur to.fead ten lords » 
leaping on to the stage durina t 
rendftwh of the Twelve Saw of 
Christmas televised by 

turned, Gfenarthur — a 
supporter of the Sussex 
Soeay - pinned a placard 
the hindquarters of a pa mom,vll 
cow that was ate D mp aiT y in ?Jf e 
eight maids a 
creature-s deniire Slid 
screen on Christmas Eve, vfeuf 
ere were able to - s S 

Beef is Best" - Sussex 
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LONDON CALLING 

The Olympics are slowly returning to the spirit of ’48 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 Pennington Street. London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


In an exceptionally difficult year. Britain was 
brightened during 1948 by the arrival of the 
Olympic Games held in London. The city 
had been scheduled to host the tournament 
four years earlier but the Second World War 
rudely intervened. London triumphed, over 
^competing bids from Detroit, Lausanne and 
^Rome to stage them belatedly. Conducted in 
the aftermath of bloody conflict, in an era of 
rationing and restraint and with the 
memory of Berlin 12 years earlier still strong, 
the London Olympics deliberately returned 
to the values that had inspired the 1896 
revival of the Games. Fifty years on. a 
similar spirit of sporting 
“bade to basics" appears to 
inspire those planning today 
for the next Olympiad in 
Sydney. 

The 1948 Games were 
marked throughout by aus¬ 
terity. There were no expen¬ 
sive new stadiums erected. 

The Olympic “Village'’ con¬ 
sisted of revamped RAF and 
1 Army camps for men and 
hails of residence from 
London University for 
women. The budget for die 1 
entire enterprise was 
£600.000. The Attlee Govern¬ 
ment had no intention of 
subsidising the spectacle. A profit of £10,000 
was ultimately realised. 

For all that, and the understandable 
absence of Germany and Japan, a record 59 
nations entered and the exercise seized the 
public imagination. The undoubted star was 
Fanny Blankers-Koen, the Dutch housewife, 
mother and sprinter-supreme who stormed 
her way to four gold medals. These 
strikingly cheap Games were also extremely 
cheerful. 

After that, the Olympics progressively 
became a monster media extravaganza. In 
i the process this noble ideal sacrificed some 
f of its souL The successful launch of 
communications satellites permitted world¬ 



wide television coverage. The Moscow and 
Los Angeles Olympics of 1980 and 1984 were 
marked by boycotts from the West and 
Warsaw Fact respectively. An amateur 
occasion was ambushed — almost overnight 
— fay the power of pure professionalism. 
Almost every sport {loosely defined) demand¬ 
ed inclusion, too often successfully. The 
Seoul Games of 1988 were unrecognisable 
from the London gathering four decades 
earlier. 

The Atlanta Games of'1996 represented 
the pinnacle of this process. A total of 29 
sports — including such innovations as 
beach volleyball — and 271 
events were forced into a 
frantic fortnight The sheer 
intensity of the commercial¬ 
ism shocked even 
modernisers in the Olympic 
movement The Atlanta 
Olympics virtually collapsed 
under the strain of their self- 
imposed weight Even before 
the bombing in Centennial 
Park, it was obvious that the 
transit network of the city 
could not cope. The Interna¬ 
tional Olympic Committee, 
not the most reflective of 
institutions, finally realised 
. . that dramatic action was 
essential. There are signs that Sydney, the 
host city in 2000, will attempt to shift back 
towards the values and emphasis of London. 
It has deliberately decimal to accept more 
sports, events and competitors than its 
American predecessor. The Australians, 
rightly, aim to involve the athletes them¬ 
selves more intimately in their planning. A 
small step towards sanity will be undertak¬ 
en. In the modem era it is quite impossible to 
return outright to austerity and amateurism. 
Nor would this be advisable even if it were ; 
practicable. It is, however, possible to resist \ 
the rush in the opposite direction. The spirit 
of 1948 should still be the torch for the 
Olympic movement. 


FOXING DAY 

A clash of cultures disguised as a difference of opinion 


The conflict between hunters and protesters 
has become an unofficial element of the 
Christmas season. This was once again true 
yesterday. The atmosphere has became 
especially mtense in the aftermath of the 
massive majority in the House of Commons 
last month for Michael Foster’s Wild 
Mammals (Hunting With Dogs) Bill. The 
Government has offered no dear indication 
yet on how it will proceed. If it does not 
allocate extra time, then this legislation will 
J fall. If it does, it could enter law quickly. This 
years Boxing Day meetings might then be 
the last legal events of this kind. 

Although turnouts have obviously varied, 
there was evidence in some places that the 
Foster BiD brought out record numbers on 
both sides. For all the heated discussion 
about the character of the fax and die nature 
of the hunt, other passions explain the power 
of this issue. This dash'is a symptom of 
tensions between town and country, as well 
as of the class struggle for-which convention¬ 
al politics no longer provides an outlet 
Many in rural Britain perceive the campaign 
against hunting as part of a wider broadside 
from an arrogant urban majority. 

Opponents argue, as Mr Foster did, that 
the Boxing Day chase reveals the degree to 
which foxhunting is essentially “entertain- 
menr for the benefit of a self-selected social. 

1 minority. Some go much further, implying 
that foxes (presumably along with all other 
animals) should enjoy human, or even 
divine,rights. The Christian Socialist Move¬ 
ment, a 5,000-strong organisation affiliated 
to the Labour Party, has published a 
pamphlet attacking foxhunting on religious 


grounds. Christopher Bryant, chairman of 
the pressure group, compares the pastime to 
“slavery, the Crusades, and apartheid". 
. Martin Palmer, author of the missive, claims 
that the practice could be compared to the 
. “Crudfbtiorvof Christ”. These statements are 
" intemperate, to put it mildly. Quite why the 
Son of God chose to spend so much time with, 
fishermen also remains a mystery. 

. The hunting issue is likely to become even 
more serious next year and the year after if 
the Government determines to support Mr 
Foster’s legislation or a successor Bill The 
police have historically held the ring between 
the huntsmen and the protesters. In future, 
theymay be asked to arrest large numbers of 
local people who will insist cm their rights to 
continue with a sport which has been 
practised for centuries. A Government that 
came to office with a pledge to crack down on 
crime and its causes would have created a 
whole, new category of potential offenders. 
The resulting spectacle would not be 
attractive. 

For that reason, the Prime Minister would 
be well advised to proceed with caution. His 
best option remains a Countryside Commis¬ 
sion to examine all aspects of field sports, 
including foxhunting. It is essential to settle 
the question of what size the fox population 
should be if other species of animal are not to 
suffer unduly. It is also crucial to quantify 
the scale of cull necessary if foxhunting were 
abolished, and the methods required to 
• achieve it Ai the moment this issue is a 
dash of cultures disguised as a difference of 
opinion. It-will remain so until the full facts 
enter the field. 


SHOP TILL YOU STOP 

A war of nerves continues between shopkeepers and consumers 

*rniW statisticians invariably observe and tinker wititffiefrchild^^ 


Government statisticians invariably observe 
a sura in Britain’s money supply in 
December each year. The regularity of this 
. empirical.observation led Lord Kaldonme 
F celebrated Keynesian economist of the 1960s,- 
to remark that “at last monetary economics 
has ffitafovered the cause of Christmas". 
These,tfays. predicting the behaviour of 
cpnsmpws, or even the real timing of what 
economists call.Christmas, has become more 
complex, as many of Britain's shopkeepers 
are finding to their cost. ' . , 

Saddled with billions of pounds worth of 
unsold stocks, panicky shopkeepers have, 
been plastering “Sale” signs across Britain* 
high streets even before Christmas. Econo- 


ing toys that consumers would regroup for 
the second stage -of their great winter 
shopping campaigns. 

Today, however, neither consumers and 
shopkeepers, nor economists and monetary 
officials, can enjoy the luxury of such relaxed 
behaviour. Shoppers leave the Christmas 
sorties to the last moment, in the hope that 
the retailers' nerves will snap, along with 
their prices, in the 24 hours before Christ¬ 
mas. Some shopkeepers respond by insisting 
on the highest possible prices, even at the 
cost of lower sales, before Christmas, 
knowing that the big battalions of really 
serious shoppers will only come out of their 
bunkers after December 26. Other retailers 


mists, whn had spent the previous month bunkers after December umer retailers 
rmsts, who had ^ and wonder- try the opposite approach - announcing 

goods - from sales and discount offers at the vwy start of 
mg why prices of comput- the holiday season, insisting (implausibly) 

shoes and toys to garden toobano^pw ^ offers will be snatched 

n0W p^icti^l away at the stroke of midnight on December 
to rhe. Jong pound, are now ^ ^ D&xmher 3L 

record-breaking season ofJan ary Vexing as it is for retailers, such unpredict- 

price done or able behaviour is equally annoying for 

nobody.knaws what shoppers na economists and government officials who try 

inlaid to do over Chnsmras-^ tobday £ Ucydedsions on ^ 

shopping season has changa conflicting rumours about the true balance 

stylised ritual into a deadly senoi g ^ forces Qn ^ slreet £ ront 

chicken between canny retailers seems to be only one solution: some kind of 

more cannier consumers. non-aggression pact between shopkeepers 

Christmas shopping these day ^ consumers. Perhaps retailers should 

akin to a military campaign tnan overcharging before Christmas, only to 

parade. People used io troop onbe left with mountains of stock. Consumers 
with precision at should expect to pay sensible prices, whether 

and then retreat for a wdJ-eameaper their goods in December, January 


BSE: questions 
of responsibility 

From Mr David Gladstone 

Sir, You may be distracting the forth¬ 
coming BSE inquiry from the most 
important issue (leading article. 
December 23). 

If Lord Justice Phillips's inquiry 
finds only “Three candidates for public 
contempt", ie, that some in the beef 
industry engaged in potentially 
poisonous practices; that the MAFF 
leant over backwards to help farmers; 
or that some scientists played fast and 
loose with the parameters of certainty, 
then we shall have learnt nothing 
new. 

What we need to know more about 

— because it will affect future policies 

— is the part played by a belief in 
deregulation for its awn sake. Did the 
Government of the day change, or 
connive at the non-observance of, the 
rules previously in force governing 
the treatment of cattle feed? 

The Phillips report wll fail to 
satisfy this reader for one if it leaves 
the politicians altogether out of the 
reckoning. 

Yours faithfully, 

DAVID GLADSTONE, 
i Mountfort Terrace, N1UJ. 

December 23. 

From Mr Aldan Harrison 

Sir, Your list of potential candidates 
for contempt over the BSE fiasco is. in 
ray view, wide of the mark in one res¬ 
pect. in that 1 believe beef farmers are 
the victims. 

BSE and any resulting risk to 
human health from CJD come from 
one avenue of food production: high- 
protein animal feeds, intensive dairy 
farming, worn-out cows and process¬ 
ed products made from their mechan¬ 
ically recovered meat. 

Yet an entirely separate, innocent . 
industry — the traditional, ecological 
and sustainable production of fresh 
beef, naturally reared on grass, silage 
and cereals — faces ruin because of 
the officially sanctioned activities of 
others. 

I trust that Lord Justice Phillips will 
recognise what politicians and their 
scientific advisers have failed to 
understand for over nine years. 

Yours faithfully, 

AIDAN HARRISON 
(Beef farmer), 

Morrelhirst, 

Netherwitton, Morpeth NE61 4PT. 
December 23. 

From Mr Philip King 

Sir, May I suggest two questions for 
the forthcoming inquiry into the 
origins and handling of the BSE crisis 
that has cost the taxpayer £4 billion 
and caused financial hardship for 
fanners? 

Who are the agro-chemical com¬ 
panies responsible for manufacturing 
and supplying the contaminated ani¬ 
mal feed that is said to have been the 
causative agent for BSE in cattle? 

Are these companies likely to be 
sued for compensation by the Govern¬ 
ment and the National Farmers' 
Union, or will they be allowed to 
escape the consequences of their 
actions? 

Yours sincerely, 

PHILIP KING, 

15 Oakridge Drive, 

East Finchley, N2 8DF. 

December 23. 


College fees 

From Mr Elliot Vaughn 

Sir, Given that EJ78 million is wasred 
by students dropping out of higher 
education (report, December 17), is it 
worth noting that, at 96-5 per cent, 
Cambridge University has the highest 
completion rate in the country? 

The college system provides an 
excellent foundation for pastoral care: 
there is a large network of support for 
students, both within the college 
environment and within the larger 
university. As a students’ union, we 
are concerned that the welfare net¬ 
work would be the first thing to be cut 
back if the college fees were to be 
reduced. 

At £17 million, the cost of its college 
fees, Cambridge is expensive in the 
short term; but it is ten times less 
expensive than other universities that 
let their students down. 

Yours faithfully, 

ELUOT VAUGHN 
(Welfare officer), 

Cambridge University 
Students' Union. 

11712 Trumpington Street 
Cambridge CB21QA. 

December 17. 


Squirrel cull 

From Mr Andrew Wells 

Sir. 1 was interested to read that, 
according to the RSPCA, the killing of 
squirrels is “not strictly illegal” (News 
in brief, December 16). 

I was under the impression that it 
was not at all illegal. Indeed, as squir¬ 
rels cause severe harm to die popula¬ 
tion of small birds by raiding their 
nests, their killing can justifiably be 
encouraged. 

Yours faithfully, 

ANDREW WELLS. 

6 New Covenant Place, 

Rochester, Kent ME11BA 


Letters should cany a daytime 
telephone number. They may be 
- foxed to 0171-782-5046. 
email to: letters9the-times.ao.uk 


Radar expert’s wartime high point 


From Dom Alberic Stacpoole. OSB 

Sir. Your excellent obituary of Pro¬ 
fessor R. V. Jones (December 191. alas, 
does not dwell on a famous high point 
in his life, the morale-lifting Bruneval 
raid of February 1942. Yer your photo¬ 
graph of him has in the background a 
narrow-beam Wurzburg defence 
radar, such as was captured in that 
raid, which was launched at the insti¬ 
gation of Dr Jones. It yielded, he said, 
virtually all the information he ever 
gathered on those radars. 

The individuals shown standing in 
front of the equipment include John 
Frost, in 1942 officer commanding the 
raiding party from 2 Parachute Regi¬ 
ment, in 1944 CO of 2 Para holding the 
Arnhem Bridge and a major-general 
when he died, aged SO. in 1993; and 
Flight Sergeant Charles Cox, principal 
radar mechanic on the raid, who died 
two months ago, aged S4. 

The Wurzburgs were causing our 
bombers increasing losses in late 1941. 
tracking their arrival and guiding 
their own interceptor fighters. A chain 
of radar posts had been built along the 
French coast, heavily disguised. The 
Bruneval one was selected for capture. 
Cox found dismantling it quite easy, 
since the radar was bmlr in prefabri¬ 
cated parts. 

A German operator was also cap¬ 
tured. and was glad to spend an after¬ 
noon helping Dr Jones to fir the pieces 
together. Jones thereby' discovered the 
limits of the wavelength tuning and 
the fact that there was no built-in 
counter-jamming device. 

Bruneval is The Parachute 
Regiment’s first battle honour. The 
success of that raid directly caused 


Charitable partnership 

From Mr Stephen Beard 

Sir. To Matthew Parris's recent article 
complaining about tax relief given to 
charities (December 12; see also let¬ 
ters, December 19J, and Frank Pro- 
chaska’s spirited response of Decem¬ 
ber IS, I would add what I believe to be 
a far more serious challenge facing the 
voluntary sector. 

With government increasingly with¬ 
drawing from funding in areas such 
as health, education and sodal wel¬ 
fare, there is a growing need for chari¬ 
table giving to take up tliis shortfall. 
As we approach the new millennium, 
the business and professional commu¬ 
nity is far belter placed than any other 
section of society to assist the vol¬ 
untary sector in carrying out its vital 
work. 

Yet average cash donations to 
charity from British companies only 
amount to some 0.08 per cent of its 
profits (article, September 3); this does 
nor stand comparison with the conrri- 


EU challenge 

From Dr David J. Timson 

Sir, Is the European Union so unpop¬ 
ular that the Government must spend 
taxpayers' money on indoctrinating 
schoolchildren? 

When f read (report, December 18) 
that a competition is planned far 
which children must create a project 
extolling the supposed virtues of ever 
closer union for young people, then I 
know that the Government has re¬ 
sorted to desperate, and worrying, 
measures. 

1 presume that an entry highlight¬ 
ing the destruction of the British 
fishing industry and the loss of UK 
economic sovereignty inherent in 
monetary union would not be a 
winner. 

Yours faithfully, 

DAVID J. TIMSON, 

I Kingsway Court. 

Kidlington, 

Oxfordshire 0X2 5NL 
December IS. 


Legal *fat cats’ 

From Mr Andy Smith 

Sir, As Mr J. D. H. Heath's partners 
are “entitled" to a slice of his income 
(letter, December 22). he is presum¬ 
ably “entitled" to a similar share of 
theirs. Also, the fixed costs of his office 
are an irrelevance in calculating his 
earnings, since he has to pay these in 
any event. 

At £61.75 per hour I regard the Lord 
Chancellor's case as proven beyond 
reasonable doubt. Perhaps this re¬ 
flects a fundamental difference in 
perspective. 

Yours faithfully, 

ANDY SMITH. 

I Mill Cottages, Rugby CV211BX. 
andyjmith@coventiy.ac.uk 

From Mr David Pearson " 

Sir, If all that Mr Heath can make out 
of a fee of £61.75 is a paltry 73p, then 
his firm must be unbelievahly in- 


Directions, please 

From Mrs Cftrisn'ne Stephens 

Sir, After queueing on the M25 for 
nearly two hours recently I left aT an 
unfamiliar exit to seek petrol and a 
telephone. Would it not be sensible To 
indicate the nearest garage at all 
motorway exits, or do other motorists 
have an extra sense with which I am 
not blest? 

Yours faithfully. 

CHRISTINE STEPHENS. 

10 Unfields, 

Little Chalfont HP7 9QH. 


the full expansion of parachute 
forces in 1942. 

Yours faithfully. 

A- J. STAC POOLE 
(2 Parachute Regiment. 1954-57). 
Ampleforth Abbey. York YOU 4EN. 

From DrE. H. Putlev 

Sir, It is true, as stated in your obitu¬ 
ary, that there were those who regard¬ 
ed research on infra-red fiR) as a 
threat to the timely development of 
RDF (radar, as it is now called), but 
this was not the reason for R. V. 
Jones's secondment to the Admiralty 
in 1938. 

In an effort to make the most effect¬ 
ive use of our limited scientific effort 
the Admiralty had agreed to under¬ 
take infra-red research on behalf of the 
Three Services. As a contribution to 
this effort foe Air Ministry agreed to 
second to foe Admiralty their leading 
expert. Dr Jones. 

Unfortunately, although the possi¬ 
bility of utilising IR [as first pointed 
out by Lord Cherwell in 1915) was fun¬ 
damentally sound, the requisite tech¬ 
nology was still in its infancy' and, 
although there were some limited 
applications of IR in the Second World 
War, it was not until well after the end 
of the war that its full potential could 
be realised. Jones then returned to IR 
research, contributing to foe founda¬ 
tions on which modem IR technology 
has been built. 

Yours sincerely. 

ERNEST PUTLEY, 

20 Cockshot Road, Malvern, 
Worcestershire WR14 2TT. 

December 19. 


buttons made by industiy in the US. 
Clearly, even without tax concessions, 
the UK business community urgently 
needs to reassess its obligation to 
make a more significant contribution 
in this field. 

Similarly, there is also a need for foe 
voluntary sector to recognise that 
there are too many charities in the UK 
and that a shake-up of this sector is 
overdue. This should go a long way to 
convince the business community that 
it has greater social responsibilities 
than it would currently appear to 
appreciate. 

The work of local community foun¬ 
dations is an important preliminary to 
foe partnership required between the 
business community and foe voF 
untary sector to ensure that the 
invaluable work of the latter continues 
into the next millennium. * 

Yours faithfully, 

STEPHEN BEARD, 

39 Second Avenue. 

Mortiake. SW14 8QF. 

December 23. 


Identity coyness 

From MrR. G. Mating 

Sir, In today’s announcement of foe 
intention to include photographs on 
driving licences from next summer, 
foe Transport Ministry is reported as 
stating They will not become identity 
cards". Why the coyness? In numer¬ 
ous instances of everyday life we are 
asked to provide a form of identity, the 
passport or driving licence being 
quoted as acceptable. 

The Government's response to its 
own discussion document. Govem- 
mem.direct, implies that a name and 
number do not constitute identity. For 
heaven's sake: why, as military per¬ 
sonnel, were we issued with “dog- 
tags". carrying name and number, to 
wear around our necks under alt cir¬ 
cumstances? 

Yours faithfully, 

R. G. MALTNG. 

Windfall, II Chalks hire Road, 

Butlers Cross, Aylesbury HP17 OTS. 
December 19. 


efficient. Or is he unwittingly reveal¬ 
ing why the law is so expensive? 

Perhaps we should now be char¬ 
itable towards the £200,000 per 
annum barrister who, on the same 
calculation, would only earn in foe 
region of £2.000 and be on income 
support. 

Yours faithfully. 

DAVID PEARSON, 

56 Windermere Avenue. 

Wembley. Middlesex HA9 SRY. 
December 22. 

From Mrs Judith Em ns 

Sir, AH Mr John Heath's sleeping 
partners gain a share of his fee for his 
idle wait at foe police station at 2am. 
Where does one apply to join their 
ranks? 

Yours faithfully. 

JUDITH EVANS, 

130 AbboLs Road. Abbots Langley. 
Hertfordshire WD5 OBL 
December 23. 


Really useful names 

From Mr David R. Wright 

Sir, Your analysis of the choice of 
boys’ names (report, December 22) 
omits one key factor three of the five 
most popular names come from the 
Thomas the Tank Engine books. 

I remain. Sir, 

your obedient namespotier, 

David r. wright. 

19 Birchfield lane, 

Mulbarton, Norwich NR14 BBS. 
djwright9dircon.oo.uk 
December 22. 


Bread and wine as 
symbols of faith 

From the Chairman uf the 
Faith and Order Advisory Group 
of the Church of England 

Sir. Ruth Gledhili may be right (re¬ 
port. December 25) that "many Angli¬ 
cans believe foe bread and foe wine [of 
foe Eucharist] to be mere symbols of 
foe body and blood of Christ". Unfor¬ 
tunately for her argument, there are 
individual members uf all Churches 
who hold idiosyncratic beliefs. The 
question of eucharistic doctrine is best 
judged not by anecdotal evidence of 
what individual believers think, bur 
by foe official formularies of the Chur¬ 
ches and ecumenical agreements be¬ 
tween them. 

Neither the Roman Catholic 
Church nor foe Anglican Communi¬ 
on, which includes both the Church of 
England and foe Church of Ireland, 
stands today precisely where they 
stood at the rime of the Reformation. It 
is important not to oversimplify die 
Sacraments. Nevertheless, in the 
words of one of the texts of the final re¬ 
port of the Anglican-Roman Catholic 
International Commission, officially 
approved by both Churches, we read: 
before the eucharistic prayer, to ihe ques¬ 
tion: “what is that?", the believer answers: 
"it is bread". After the eucharistic prayer, to 
the same question he answers: "it is truly 
the body of Christ, the bread or life". 

Cardinal Cassidy. President of the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity, has written of the 
agreement on eucharistic doctrine 
that "no further study would seem to 
be required ar this stage". 

Yours sincerely. 
tJOHN HIND, 

Chairman, Faith and Order Advisory 
Group of foe Church of England, 
Church House. 

Great Smith Street, SW1P3BZ. 
johnhind@compuserve.com 
December 23. 

From Mr Leonard Scott 

Sir. I was slightly mollified that your 
religion correspondent qualified her 
statement by saying: “Many Angli¬ 
cans believe foe bread and wine to be 
mere symbols" (my italics). 

This may well be so. Whar 1 know 
for a fact is that there are substantial 
numbers of Anglican Catholics, my¬ 
self among them, who believe, along 
with other Catholics, that there is no 
reason to suppose that foe words of 
Our Lord repeated daily in the Eucha¬ 
rist — "This is my body... This is my 
blood" — mean anything other than 
what they plainly say. 

Yours faithfully, 

L SCOTT. 

Rue du Bois du Greffier 11. 

B-1380 Lasne, Belgium. 

From Mr Gavin Lloyd 

Sir. The Church of Ireland has had a 
long and honourable history of hospi¬ 
tality towards worshippers of other 
traditions at her Communion ser¬ 
vices. I was therefore sorry to read 
that one of her members felt that Pre¬ 
sident McAleese's taking Communion 
at Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin, 
was an empty gesture (letter. Decem¬ 
ber 23). In this act of worship it seems 
to me that in one gesture rhe Church 
of Ireland has (unlike her English sis¬ 
ter Church) shown herself to be truly 
Anglican — and Mary McAleese truly 
Catholic. 

Yours faithfully. 

GAVIN LLOYD. 

60 Merton Road, Ambrosden, 
Bicester. Oxfordshire 0X6 OLZ. 
December 23. 


Ghosts in common 

From Mrs Jean McCormick 

Sir. I was interested to read about the 
ghost of Francis Dawes (report De¬ 
cember 19), who hanged himself ar 
Peterhouse, Cambridge, in 17S9. 

Sume 25 j-ears ago I was living in a 
house which had been built in 1853 by 
a Dr Dawes, a keen astronomer and a 
member of foe Royal Society, who was 
buried in the local churchyard. One 
night to my amazement, and contrary 
to my strongly held religious tenets. I 
saw a ghost standing at the top of die 
stairs and for several weeks after¬ 
wards we experienced strange knock- 
ings and pictures falling off foe walls. 

Our local bishop, who came to ad¬ 
vise us. said these experiences are 
much more common than people rea¬ 
lise and he thought the ghost was wry 
likely that of Dr Dawes come back to 
finish some work. Apparendy on his 
deathbed he had been engaged in 
some mathematical calculations to do 
with his astronomical studies. 

It would be curious if the Francis 
Dawes of Peterhouse was in fact a dis¬ 
tant relative of the Dr Dawes I saw. 
Maybe the ability 1 to revisit foe living 
runs in families. 

Yours faithfully. 

JEAN McCORMICK, 

17 River Green. Hamble S031 4JA. 


... and roundabouts 

From Mr David Cleary 

Sir, Today's front-page headline 
reads: "Public swings in favour of the 
Prince". We know that rhe Prince is 
reputed to converse with plants but 
fancy MORI conducting a popularity 
poll among playground"equipment. 

Yours, 

DAVID CLEARY, 

41 Rugby Road, Dunehurch, 
Warwickshire CV22 6PG. 
cleaiy39campuserve.com 
December 24. 
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SOCIAL NEWS 

The Prince Edward to Saturday, Januaiy 
will visit Japan from 24, to open the UK *9S 
Monday, January 19, Festival. 

Weekend birthdays 


ANOf£CAMAHA 


TODAY: 

Miss Anne Armstrong, former 
American diplomat. 70; Vis¬ 
count A star, 46; Sir Gordon 
B run ton, former president. 
International Thomson Org¬ 
anisation. 76; Mr Gerard 
Depardieu, actor, 49: Lord 
Griffiths of Fforestfach. 56; Air 
Chief Marshal Sir Derek 
Hodgkinson. SO; Viscount 
Knuisford. 71: Miss Pat Moss, 
former rally driver. 63: Profes¬ 
sor D.H. Northcote, FRS. 
former Master. Sidney Sussex 
College, Cambridge. 76; Sir 
William Purves. banker. 66; 
Professor B.R. Rees, former 
Principal. St David's Univer¬ 
sity College. Lampeter. 78; Sir 
Norman Reid, former direc¬ 
tor. Tate Gallery. 82; Dr E.C. 
Salthouse. Master, University 
College. Durham. 62; Lord 
Sterling of Plaisfow, 63; Miss 
Janet Street-Porter, broadcast¬ 
er. 51: Miss Polly Toynbee, 
journalist and broadcaster. 51: 
the Right Rev A.MA 
Turnbull. Bishop of Durham. 
tiZ 

TOMORROW: 

Air Commodore Molly Alton, 
former director. WRAF, 79; 


Mr D.B. Carr, former cricket¬ 
er. 71; Miss Madeleine 
Craggs. former secretary. 
Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund. 52; Mr T.W. Gould. VC. 
83: Mr Max Hastings, Editor. 
Evening Standard, 52; Lord 
Hartersiey. 65: Mr Noel John¬ 
son. actor. 81; Professor F.P., 
Kelly. FRS. statistician, 47; Mr 
Nigel Kennedy, violinist. 41: 
Mr Martin Llowarch, chair¬ 
man, Transport Development 
Group, 62; Mr Michael J.P. 
Marks, deputy chairman. 
Merrill Lynda International, 
and chief operating officer. 
Merrill Lynch Europe and the 
Middle East. 56; Mr Michael 
Marland. educationist. 63; 
Mrs Frances Morrell, former 
leader. ILEA. 60; Sir Patrick 
O'Connor, former Lord Justice 
of Appeal. 83: Mr Simon 
Raven, author and dramatist. 
70; Mrs Joan Ruddock. MP, 
54; Dame Maggie Smith, ac¬ 
tress. 63: Mr Denzel Washing¬ 
ton, actor, 43; die Right Rev 
WJ. Westwood, former Bish¬ 
op of Peterborough. 72: the 
Hon Geoffrey Wilson, former 
chairman. Delta Group. 68; 
the Marquess of Zetland, 60. 


Anniversaries 


TODAY 

BIRTHS: Johannes Kepler, 
astronomer. Weil der Stadt, 
Germany. 1571; Sir George 
Cayley', pioneer of aerodynam¬ 
ics. Scarborough. 1773; Louis 
Pasteur, chemist and bacteri¬ 
ologist. Dole. France. 1821 
DEATHS: Pierre de Ronsard. 
poet. Tours. 1585; George Bar¬ 
rington. pickpocket and writ¬ 
er." Parramatta. New South 
Wales, 1804; William Jay, 
dissenting minister. Bath. 
1853: William Armstrong. Bar¬ 
on Armstrong, inventor. 
Northumberland, 1900; Wil¬ 
liam Archer, journalist and 
dramatic critic. London. 1924; 
Sergy Yesenin, poet, Lenin¬ 
grad. 1925; Max Beckmann. 
Expressionist painter. New 
York, 1950; Lester Pearson. 
Prime Minister of Canada 
1963-68. Nobel Peace laureate 
1957. Ottawa. 1972; Houari 
Boumedienne, President of Al¬ 
geria [965-78. Algiers, 1978; 
Hoagy Carmichael, pianist 
and composer. Palm Springs. 
California. 1981. 

Charles Darwin set sail in 
HMS Beagle from Plymouth 
on his voyage of scientific 
discovery. 1831. 

The first performance of J.M. 
Barrie’s Peter Pan took place 
at the Duke of York's Theatre. 
London. 1904. 

The International Monetary' 
Fund was established, Wash¬ 
ington. 1945. 

The Sex Discrimination and 
Equal Pay Acts came into 
effect in Britain. 1975. 


TOMORROW 

BIRTHS: Alexander Keith 
Johnston. geographer, 
Penicuik, 1804; Samuel Phil¬ 
lips. journalist. 1814: Thomas 
Woodrow Wilson, 28th Ameri¬ 
can President 1913-21. Staun¬ 
ton. Virginia. 1856; Ho Baroja 
y Nessi, novelist. San Sebas¬ 
tian. Spain. 1872; Sir Arthur 
Eddington, astronomer, Ken¬ 
dal, Cumbria. 1882. 

DEATHS: St Francis de Sales. 
Doctor of the Church. 1622; 
Queen Mary II. reigned with 
King William III 168944. 
London. 1694: Pierre Bayie. 
philosopher. 1706; Thomas 
Babingion Macaulay. 1st Bar¬ 
on Macaulay, poet, historian 
and statesman. London. 1859: 
George G is sing, novelist. St- 
Jean de Luz. France. 1903: 
Maurice Ravel, composer. 
Paris, 1937; Theodore Dreiser, 
novelist Hollywood. 1945; Vic¬ 
tor Emmanuel, King of Italy 
1900-46. Egypt 1947; Jack 
Lovelock, surgeon, Olympic 
1500m gold medallist 1936, 
killed in an accident New 
York. 1949: Paul Hindemith, 
composer. Frankfurt am 
Main. 1963. 

The Tay Bridge collapsed as a 
train from Edinburgh to 
Dundee was crossing it kill¬ 
ing all 300 (Hi board. 1879. 

The first weather reports re¬ 
layed by wireless telegraphy 
were published in London. 
1904. 

The Peak District was desig¬ 
nated Britain's first National 
Park, 1950. 


Latest wills 


Sir Charles Spencer Richard Gra¬ 
ham. Bi. former Lord-Lieutenant 
»>f Cumhria. Pre-itteni of Country 
Lmdnwncr* Association 1771-73. of 
b>r.5Ti>-A-n. Carlisle, left estate val¬ 
ued a; ‘454.613 neL 
Sir David Armand Hopkm. of 
London \7. Chief Metropolitan 
Stipendiary Magistrate, I9S2-72. 
Pres idem nf the British Boxing 
Board of Control from 1771. left 
eViale valued al LiZS.TSU neL 
Queen it May Bowerman. of 
I'tTA yy. Wiltshire, left estate val* 
■-ad at ELI 14,273 neL 
Sarah Bright, of Bournemouth. 
IXifwL left estate valued at 
£J.377.1WS net. 

Dennis Clifford DuduU. stock¬ 
broker. of Wylde Green. Sutton 
CnUfeM. West Midlands, left 


estate valued at £1.796.333 net 
William Alfred CoQcdge. of 
Christchurch. Dorset. left estate 
valued at £1.172,121 neL 
Kelctc U.OdOto me Macmillan Cancer 
Trust of Christchurch. 11.000 to 
RSPCA. 

AJisrcr Congreve HaZL farmer, of 
Hales, Market Drayton. Shrop¬ 
shire. left estate valued at 
€1*00.726 nei. 

Michael Douglas Sutcliffe Hood, 
of Walberton, West Sussex. left 
estate valued at El.071.42S net. 
Margaret Owen Gordon Atkin, of 
Sheffield. left estate valued at 
£fo4.0I0 net 

Edmund Garvey, of Scarborough, 
left enate valued at £539.737 net. 
David VfitcbdL of Asparria. Cum¬ 
bria. left estate valued at €944282 
neL 





Tracey Holman and Simon Bentley, of southwest London, who have recently announced their engagement 


University news 


Oxford 

Somerville College 

The following elections have been 

agreed: 

To a Bull Scholarship in Classics: 
Alan Brendan Connery (formerly 
of Cardinal Vaughan Memorial 
SchooL London) 

To a Coombs Scholarship in PPE: 
Stefan Dobrev. Sofia High School 
of Mathematics 

To an Ethel E Jones Scholarship in 
English: Rachel Cunon. Boston 
Spa Comprehensive; W Yorks. 

To a Nuffield Scholarship in 

Engineering: Claire Louise Wil¬ 
liams. Mander Portman 
Woodward. Cambs. 

To a Nuffield Scholarship in 

Chemistry: Arran Alocander 
Dickon Tulloch. Bedales SchooL 
To a Nuffidd Scholarship in 

Chemistry: David WQbnan. 

University College SchooL London 
To a Bedby Exhibition in Physics: 
Benjamin Russell Booth. Dean 
Close School 

To a Beilby Exhibition in Human 
Sciences: James Patrick Curley. St 
Baer'S SchooL York. 

To a Bed by Exhibition in Human 
Sciences: Charlotte Marie Dufbur. 
Lycfie International, France. 

To a Beilby Exhibition in Human 
Sciences: Jonathan Sutherland 
Mill. Colston's Collegiate SchooL 
Bristol. 

To a Beilby Exhibition in Physics: 
Alan Owen Saunders. Lawnswood 
School. Leeds. 

To a Beilby Exhibition in Physics: 
David Zekria, Watford Grammar 
School for Boys. 

To a Coombs Exhibition in Law: 
Facing May TaL Jakarta Ex¬ 
hibition in Engineering 


To a Nuffield Exhibition in En¬ 
gineering: Sanjeev Kumar. 
Christ's College. London. 

To a Nuffield Exhibition in Chem¬ 
istry: Mass Cemazar. LfWC 
Adriatric. Italy. 

To a Nuffidd Exhibition in Chem¬ 
istry: Alison Waldron. Roedean 
School. 

To a Coombs Prize in History: 
Noah Bulkin. Westminster SchooL 
To a Bull Scholarship in English: 
Rebecca Alexandra Goss. Dev on- 
port High School for Girls. 

To a Nuffidd Scholarship in 
Medicine: Nika Thandiwe 
Raphael}-. St John's College. 
Cambridge. 

To a Beilby Scholarship in Bio¬ 
chemistry: Robert James Sidell. 
Weymouth College 
To a College Prize in Classics: 
Isabelle SterbouL Centre Made¬ 
leine Danidou. France. 

To a Coombs Prize in English: 
Thomas David Owen. Bishops 
Stanford College. 

To a Sarah Smithson Prize in 
Modern languages: Zoe Moores. 
Henrietta Barnett SchooL 
To a Sarah Smithson Prize in 
Modem Languages: Richard John 
Forrest. Sherborne SchooL 
To a Nicholson Prize in Mathemat¬ 
ics: Rowena Elizabeth Paget. Lewis 
Girls'SchooL 

To a Shared Kirkaldy Prize in 
Physical Sciences: Arran Alexan¬ 
der Dickon TuDoch. and Tak Yan 
Cheung. Thomas Mills High 
SchooL Suffolk. 

London 

King's College London 
Appointments to Established 
Chairs 

Sarah Cowfey to the newly estab¬ 


lished Chair of Nursing Practice 
and Evaluation. She was a Senior 
Lecturer in the Department of. 
Nursing Studies at King’s. 

David Gam to the Chair of 
Palaeography. He joins King's 
from the University of North 
Carolina. USA and is die leading 
world authority on the manu¬ 
scripts produced as a result of tbe 
randingian renaissance. 

Ian Norman to the newly estab¬ 
lished Chair of Nursing Practice 
and Inter-Disc^jlinary Care. He 
was a Senior Lecturer in the 
Department of Nursing Studies at 
King's. 

Appointments to Personal Chain 
Janet Askham. Senior Research 
Fellow in the Age Concern In¬ 
stitute of Gerontology to Professor 
of Social Gerantology. 

Robert Blackburn. Reader in Pub¬ 
lic Law to Professor of Constitu¬ 
tional Law 

dive Bush. Head of tbe Depart¬ 
ment of English and Reader in 
American Literature, to Professor 
of American Literature. 

Christopher Dandeker. Head of 
the De pa rt m e n t of War Studies 
and Senior Le ctu rer in War Stud¬ 
ies, to Professor of Military 
Sociology. 

Michael HdwQL Reader in Bio¬ 
physics, to Professor of Bfofogicai 

Physics. 

Gareth Jones. Reader in Cell 
Biology, to Professor of Cell 
Biology. 

Giovanni Maim. Reader in 
Physiology to Professor of Vas¬ 
cular Physiology. 

Yuri Safarov. Reader in 
Mathematics to Professor of 
Mathematics. 


THE QUEEN ON SETTING 
WORLD AN EXAMPLE 

On the twenty-fifth anniversary of tire first 
radio message 10 the Cbmmorwealth by her 
grandfather. King George V. the Queen was 
televised while making her traditional Christ¬ 
mas Day broadcast to her peoples... 

The Queen said in her broadcast: 

Happy Christmas. Twenty five years ago my 
grandfather broadcast die first of these 
Christmas messages. Today h another land¬ 
mark because television has made it possible 
for many of you to see me in your homes on 
Christmas Day. My own family often gather 
round to watch television as they are at this 
moment, and that is how 1 imagine you now. 

I very much hope that this new medium wtH 
make my Christmas message more personal 
and direct, it is inevitable that 1 should seem a 
rather remote figure to many of >xw — a 
successor to the kings and queens of history, 
someone whose face may be familiar in 
newspapers and films bur who never really 
touches your personal lives. But now at least 
for a few minutes. I welcome you to die peace of 
my own home. 

That ii is possible for some of you to see me 
today is just another example of the speed at 
which (lungs are changing aB around us. 
Because of these changes ! am not surprised 


ON THIS DAY 

December 27,1957 


Fomyears ago the Queen gave her first 
Chnsimas Day message on television. 
She was then 31years of age in the fourth 
year of her reign. 

that many people fed lost and unable to decide 
what to htiM on to and what to discard, how to 
take advantage of the new life without losing 
the best of the old. 

But it is not the new inventions which are the 
difficulty. Die trouble is caused by unthinking 
people who caratessly throw away ageless 
ideals as if they were old and outworn 
machinery. They would have religion thrown 
aside, morality in personal and fiabfic life 
made meaningless, honesty counted as foolish¬ 
ness and self-interest set up in place of self- 
restraint. 

At this critical moment in air history vwe wifi 
certainly lose the trust and respect of die world 
if we just abandon these fundamental prin¬ 
ciples which guided the men and women wbp 


built the greatness of this country and 
Commonwealth. Today we need a special kind 
of courage, not the kind needed in bsttde. but a 
kind which makes us stand up for everything 
that we know is right, everything that is true 
and honest. We need the kind of courage that 
can withstand the subtle corruption of the . 
cynics, so that we can show thr world that we 
are not afraid of the future. 

In the old days the monarch fed his soldiers 
on the teftfefiddaadhs leadership at all tiroes 
was dose and personal Today things are very 
different. I cannot had yew into battle. Ido not 
give you laws or administer justice. But f caa": 
do something else. I can give you my heart and 
my devotion ro these old islands and to all the 
pontes of our brotherhood of nations. 

1 believe in our Qualities and in our strength.' 

I believe that together we can set an example to 
the worid which will encourage upright people 
everywhere 

1 mould like to read you a few lines from 
Pilgrim’s Progress because f am sure we can 
say with Mr Valiant far Truth, these words 
Though with great difficulty I am got ftfiber, 
yet now I do not repent roe of afi the trouble 1- 
haue been at to arrive where 1 am. My sword I 
give to him that shaft sneoeed me in my . 
pilgrimage and my courage and skill to hint 
that can get it. My marks and scars 1 carry with 
me to be a witness for me that I haw fought hb 
battles who raw wflj be my rewardec.** 


Britannia Royal 

Naval College 


Peter Williams. Senior Lecturer, in 
Zoology,- to Professor of Environ¬ 
mental Science. 

Appointment to Newly 
Established Readerships . 

Cliff Eisen to a newly established 
Readership in Historical Musicol¬ 
ogy. He joins King’s from New 
York University. 

Daniel Leech-Wiikmson to a newly 
established Readership in Histori¬ 
cal Musicology. He joins King's 
from tbe University of 
Southampton. ~- 

Pro mo tio n to Reader 
Dr Karim Arafat. Lecturer in 
Classical Archaeology to Reader in 
Classical Archaeology. 

Dr Julian Baidkk, Lecturer in 
Islamic Studies, to Reader in 
Islamic Studies. 

Dr Ingvar Bjamason. Senior Lec¬ 
turer in Clinical Pathology to 
Reader in Clinical Pathology. 

Dr Helen Fielding. Lecturer in 
Chemistry to Reader in Hiysical 
Chemistry- 

Dr James Gow. Lecturer in War 
Studies to Reader in War Studies. 
Dr Tom Keenay. Senior Lecturer 
in Management to Reader in 
Management. 

Dr Max Saunders. Lecturer' in 
English to Reader in English. 

Dr Lakmal Seneviratne, Lecturer 
in Mechanical ~ Engi ne eri n g to 
Reader in Medntronks. 

Dr David Squires. Senior Lecturer 
in Educational Computing to 
Reader in Educational 
Computing. 

Dr Alan Turner-Smith. Senior 
Lecturer in Medical Engineering 
and Physics to Reader in 
Rrhabificanaa En gi n eeri ng. - 


A passing out parade was held at 
Britannia -Royal Naval Colle ge 
(Commodore A.P. Maswton- 
Smith) on Thursday. December la. 
Rear Admiral P M Franklyn. Hag 
Officer Surface Flotilla (FOSF). 
took the salute. TTte following 

officers passed cwfc 
Direct Graduate Entry. Seamen; 
Sub Lieutenants S RBembndge, 
Wintringham Sch. Grimsby; E N 
ChadsfiekJ. Solihull Sch, West 

Midlands; N J Colin Thorne, 
Frodsham High Sch, Cheshire A J 
Coffins, The Lindsey Sch. Cke- 
thorpes A C Cooney, Nottingham 

JBIueooat Sch. Aspfe# A D Cov¬ 
entry, George Watson College. 
Edinburgh: W D J Dale. The 
King's Sch. Worcester; J P Ddf, 
Aide High Sch, Norwich; M P J 
Densham. Christ's Hospital Sch. 
Hotsham; P L Downing. St Monl- 
ca's Roman Catholic High Sch. 
Prestwich; M J Downs. Light Hall 
Sch. Solihull; M J Hall Caerieon 
Comprehensive Sch. Newport; R V 
R Hay, Tasker-Millward VC Sch. 
Pembrokeshire; D N McDonald. 
The Aytesford Sch. Warwick; G J 
McGowan. Horsforth Sch. Leeds: 
R J Mdhuish. Plymouth College, 
Devon; P G Manacheflo, Queen 
Margaret Academy. Ayr. A T 
Norgate, Southway Comprehen¬ 
sive Sch, Plymouth; J O'Neill. 
Cardigan Secondary Sch, 
Ceredigion; A E Pollard, The Lady 
Eleanor HoBes Sch. Middlesex: B 
D T RavenscrafL BGhunt Com¬ 
prehensive. Hants; S J P Rogers. 
Seaford Head Sch. East Sussex; N 
E P Smith. Maidstone Grammar 
Sch, Kent; M Tbcenas. Ludlow 
Sch. Sh r opsh i re ; D A Timms. 
Chipping Sodbuiy Sch, Bristol; A 
R Towns, King Edward VI Gram¬ 
mar Sch. Chelmsford; G RWSfis. 
Wesdands Sch. Torquay. 

Naval Cofieec Entry. S fj n *n ' 
Midshipmen K S Fyfe, Hermitage 
Academy, Helensburgh; V M 
Guflfoyle, Sa/rodl Comprehen¬ 
sive Sch. South Glamorgan; A G 
Peacock. Purity Sixth Form Coll¬ 
ege. Surrey; D A Walthall. High 
Street Sch, Tayside. 

• Direct Gradate JEnhy, 

Engineer; . 

Sub Xieitteiiants'R' S Sangha. 
Reading Sdi, Berkshire; M L 
Thomson. Heaton Manor Sch. 
NewcaMteiipcKt-iyne. -. 

Naval College Entry; Enyacera: 
Midshipmen •; M - R Jones, 
Priestlahds Sch. Lymingtiau.A R 
Lovett, Kilsyth Aoidertiy. Kilsyth: 
B D Trueman, Park Tfew -Sdu 
Birmin gham. . 

Direct Gradecate Entry, Engineer 

{ Tra i nin g M«u ym»n^ . 

Lieutenant A M Roberts.. KGV. 
College, Southport; Sub > lieuten¬ 
ant M D Clarke. St Vincent VI 
Form College, Gosport. 

Direct Gradetoe Entry, ..- - - 
Supply: 

Sub Lieutenants P J Mfles. The 
Parbeck Upper Sch, Warehsnc l 
D Park, Asuey High Sch. Seaton 
DelavaL . • , _ 

Naval College Entry; Supply: 
Midshipman A C Bishop. 
'Humphry Davy Sdv' Penzance; C 
L Clark. Crofton Sdi. Faieham; C 
L Howe. Parkstone Grammar Sdi 
for Girls. Poole; K J Rawlings. The 
Ridgeway Sch. Swindon; B S 
, Wrigley. Colaiste Muire, Co.Cork. 
Direct Graduate Entry; 89 Ffijfe 
mots: 

Sub Lieumnanfa N J Arkle. 


Ranelash Sch, Bracknell; J M 
Ashling Nkholas 
Comprehensive Sdi. Bedvrorti- 

A H Baldie. Barton ftwrf V 
N J E Bg 

Cranldgh Sch. Sumy: LFBraaer. . 

Newcastle R^al Graminar Sch- 
Newcastleupon-Tyne; T J 
Cranldgh Sch, Surrey: K N 
DrodgeT Sichnouffi Communig • 
College, Devon; A C EDis, 
Newcastle Emlyn ' 

Dyfed; A W Fdtas. Barden High 
Sdk&iniley: P E Hanfa-Birten- 

head Sdi. Ottoo; B P 1 
Oakham Sch. Rutland; G S -Win- 

sum. Harris Academy. DundosG 

McCall The St Augustine’s Sdi, £ 
Redditch; G K Stein. Gordonstoun ” 

' Sch. Moray; A T Toriw. Harfaw 
Academy, Aberdeen; J 

Tonbridge Sch. Kenu A H WaJsh. . 

- Mark Rutherford Sch. Bedford. 

Naval College Entry, 89 Flight 
pSotc 

Midshipman M R PaufeL St 
John's College, Zimbabwe. 

Direct Graduate Entry. 89 Flight 

Observers: _. 

Sub Lieutenants D I nine, St John 
Houghton Roman Catholic Sch. 
Ukeston; A S Johnston. Lancing - 
College. Shoreham-by-Sea; M R 
TazewelL Kingslown Comprehen¬ 
sive. Warminster. 

Naval College Entry. 89 Flight 
.Observer: 

Midshipman C Y Moncneff- 
’ Watts. Bristol Grammar Sch. 
Clifton. : 

Direct Ealiy. 89 Flight {Air j| 

Traffic Controller): 

Sub lieutenants L Griffin. St 
Paul's Sch for Girls, EdgbastoroJ J 
L -Your^er. Raindilfe Sdi. 
Scarborough. 

Naval College Entry, 89 Ffighl 
(Air Traffic Controller)-' 

Midshipmen Z Kroon. Newland 
Sch for CEris. Hulk D R Pickles. ■ 

. The .. Ferrers Sch. 

Northamptonshire. 

-iateraatioiiais Entry 97/2: 

Mtdshipmen AHMAl Yaquout 
Salah; Al-Ajmi Saud, T A H Al- 
Fhrisst MSA Al-Harbi. M A1- 
Harshani. F A M Al-Qumaizan. . - 
Chatprechakul, Owo Jui Yeang. 
SperialThdres Course, 3/97: 

'• Lieutenants N - C Buckley. . 
BaUjrnun Comprehensive. Dub- 
HtuJ HaD. Clarendon Sdi. Salford; 

■ Sub Lieutenants G J Boon, 

,' Uanflltud Fawr Sch. South 
Gfaraorgan; F. Brown, lnndmaric 
Baptist Sch. United States of 
/ America; C D Castle, Orton W 
' Longueville Comprehensive Sdi. 
Merhorough; M H Connolly. 

' Greenfield Sch. Gwent; A R 
Cowan. Gree nfor d High Sch. 
'Middlesex; . S . E Good rum. . 

: lAinritm Comprehensive. Basil- 
' dad: P J Griffin, Ashcroft High 
Sdi. Luton: S M H oweHs. Cefn . 
Heygoed Comprehensive Sdi. . 
Swaniea; T W UmgsmH. Queen 
Elizabeth High Sch, Northumber¬ 
land: H W Lynn, Cardinal New- 
nran Roman Qttifofic Sch. Luton; ‘ 

. LieutaianrGAMiUs.Knawsl^St 
’ Augustine of Canterbury Sch. 

- Merseyside; M Monroe, Robinson 
Road Sch. New Providence: A 

. Rarton. Holgate Sdi. Barnsley; J A 
Pirrie. Inverness Royal Academy. 
Inverness J D Smith, Easingwold 
Comprehensive Sch. Easingwold; - 
G E Strin^r. Gateacre Com¬ 
prehensive. Liverpool, R S Walker. 
Lymm Secondary Modern, Chesh¬ 
ire; G J Wilson, St Davids High 
Sch. Chester. W’ 



The Queen reamfing her televised Christmas 
Day message from Sandrin gham last year 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


If I fena»«d won fMZ 

favocr. tHaa nacta am to 
fcaow jam ways ao thu I 
on bov jou »"it comlma 
to trmu with yon, fot this 
nation la yoor own paojik. 
Exodus 33 : 13 


■ DEATHS 


MmaOYMBJOtMSON - John 
Ukbaot rBmfliO AML 21M 
Pmnliw Fount Chm am 
CnnaUrion. Anmkaa, 
29U) OaeemMz 10 am- Kb 
flom. Donations to Ags 
ConenzB do Hazing* ft Sana 
Ltd, 33-35 HIM Avanm, 
Amsnham. Bocks. En q atzi a a 
101628} 625069- 


DEATHS 


BIRTHS 


BICMBtSON - Dwoitm 26th 
in Wgicnttr, to Savarft? I 
Otisistn) and Botwzt. a son. 
QuuIh Chrlstfan tdUllam 1 
hrnthar for fdalt. 

LCKDRUM • Oft DaenmMr 23zd 
n Th* Portland Hospital, to 
Wradr tut Sunr; ud 
H«rt, to son. Iniga AtUnr 
FfW,i brothw for Algy and 
Farcy. 

LLOYD - Qo Dacnah« 23 td 
1997, to 81m* and Stmoo. a 
baantlfnl diggMir, 
Anaafeott* loots*. 

MAY • On Dncaabw 21st at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Stick and JUL a daugMtr, 
Honor; a state* tot lam, Im, 
Paddy «itd India-Boa*. 

PATTBI • On P sc o m t i sr 19th 
1997, to Lost and MatUiw, 
a son, Arthur Qoergo, a 
brother for Hcnzy. 

STOKE - On December 20th at 
Tim Portland Hospital, to 


for Robert and Allison. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


COURTWEY - Kichard (Air 
Traffic Controller) of 
Bonrlek -npon-Twaad. 
Beloved hssbaad of JtKb, 
father of Simon. Died 
Tuesday Daeambar 23rd. 
PnaamX Snrtioa to Bantfcft 
torisb Cbtaeft on Mmtif 
Pmsftn 29tb st 11J30 UL 

HA&OOM - On Daeambar 20th 
In hospital aped 80 jm* 
Harold Bryan Biddra of 
nklty, desrly loved and 
coring ha*hand of Sylvia. 
The hrvnt Satvfaae «rtU 
Ult place at All Salats 
Parish Chnreft, nklay, on 
WMawtif Dscvmfiar 31st 
at 2 pm followed by 
Interment at Zlkier 
C«»*r«ry- Famlitr flovm. 
Ttwaaikme if no srisboA w 
The Variety dob of Gnat 
Britain tor Dtsadvaniapnd 
Children c/a lit Doncan 
Walker FBCS, Chainsaa of 
the Tbzkshbe Committee, IS 
North finagt Mott at. 
Head lag ley. Lands or 
HacmUlss Cancer BaUaf cto 
lira Mary Hanthcois. S 
Besmear View, Utter, toast 

T ft* s Mlft 

LEWIS - Vtt. Morris, of 
Waterloo, pen broke Cock 
dM pasMfnBv aped 90 am 
, 21st Decembar 1997. 
Hewed Aashaad to £W(, 
father of Dorothy and Kan. 
brother of May and 

SognL Ana Stoves EwU 
and Owen. Fnnorsl at $t 
Tefkra fnftnto Dock on 
Matasn 29th D s o r ntUrr at 
11am MsH avl m si ianiix 
at Hand I* ton Comotery- 

Donations In Hen of (Xowam 
for St Tafkra Cbtnch Pend. 
Map hv test to peace. 


I RAMOSI - Ponsiss Baape KA. 
PJBjCS, on Pscem h et 22nd 
aged 81 passed away 
i peaotfn&y to boepfzal after 
1 « shon tttti—i Mach loved 
husband of Retry, loving 
mtiir nf Ttifttp ml llkhnl 
and devoted giandtothar of 
Frances, Benjaaria. Amy. 
Alison. Paddy and Pearce. 
Private cremation. Ail 
frleade welcome to 
Memorial to d tt at Christ 
Church, Malvern load. 
Cheltenham on Tuesday 
Paitoa 30Q» at 1U0 am 
Ho flowers please bat 
donation* to the loyal 
Snnkri Aid Society, Ape 
Car*. 47 Great RnsstUl 
Street. London WC1B 3PA 
Service of Thmiksgfriag to 
he held later to London. 


IN AfEMORXAM — 
PRIVATE _ 

UMObft - B.W. 27.12.94. 
Sadly missed. lo**d and 
lamambrnad by yow famSy 
atonja. 
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9 chM. Loavw n 
liwwiwr mnrjktoko 
0003 1 42 71 SO »Q 


GIFTS 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


>5 LEGAL NOTICES 


j Se «* .nw OnWmftCD (Id a) 

■Se~i» d ck l l^e to stnr : 


CHILDREN ON DIALYSIS 


TICKETS FOR SALE — 

nounovKim 

aiXAMnfc^in •" f njSom rimSt • 

SSToTfiaBOdSS' OOOt rtTCtTATOri 

■BPT ” 01 - raMfunmiunv 


*T to. y-!*Cri tom red ANNOUNCEMENTS 


tmod our krw: and practical support. ■ 
not jna today bet everyday. ‘ 

Sadly, money canoct boy beafiby lddaeyc hot k 
con make fife worth hatting. 

Donations orgnOy needed by ' 

The Brftfafa Bdwy Pfeflent 

AssodatfeHL V/jS 

Botdoa, H»BkWJ39J2. 
kwtcrefejrtonsm 


m 

BJLPJL 


ERHSSBitar aSSrSSES 

haffiUBig_itfibcreTirf io£to 


TOD mb BMM T CttM TO 


FORSALE 

'awaamMMre »SSL at 930 o'ereSTto toe 

i , - w _ - . . lu i wns at ^ toy. why a 

: * ■SH toAlK Wj' iip m in toIgfr «nrre» rhoaM retSe—data d» 

’ 5* 1 - - nr.F 7S w " 1 rearere — 1 ti tBotoireti 

i to —p hene MOO 90gg iTr T " ^— j - 

Y osac yn*t. jaw, tor 

alw.tare cobuewn.are mre-ieiZretreitgriSSSw£ 
^ r . n r7 y**^* 11 * * IMtanareiaHNnM 

Tun sjtiit tone tae tones g.' 
Dee& arresrea aaA Sealed 

MUSICAL 2S-*£2l. 1w V _ 


BIRTHDAYS 


aoaiMA x Mwf tan 
400> Stahdert lore ftsm tires, 
ttwn » rm. _ 
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MEET SOMEONE THROUGH' 
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■ Hut lUwn Became, *H 
rhn.riaq’UeatolDnr 
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Obituaries 


OF THE YEAR 



Randy California, rock star, died 
on January 2 aged 45. .Having 
impressed Jimi Hendrix with his 
guitar-playing at 15. and playing 
with his band for three months, he 
formed the group Spirit I Cot a 
Line on You was a hit in 1969, and 
there were several "concept" al¬ 
bums, notably KaptainKopter and 
Fabulous Tmrfybirds. 

Sandor Vegh. violinist died on 
January 8 aged 91. After playing in 
the Hungarian and Vegh Quartets, 
he collaborated famously with. 
Casals, Menuhin and Richter. 
Character, excitement and insight 
meant much more to him titan 
technical perfection, which he dis¬ 
missed as "the McDonald's school 
of music-making". 

Myfanwy Piper, art critic and 
librettist died on January 18 a ged 
85. She wrote three operas with 
Benjamin Britten. She was married 
to the artist John Piper for more 
than 50 years, as well as being an 
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early muse and longstanding 
friend of John Betjeman. 

"Colonel" Tom Parker. Elvis 
Presley's agent died on January 21 
• aged S7. Bom in The Netherlands. 
Parker stowed away to America 
when he was 16 and worked in 
circuses and advertising. As a 
promoter in the Deep South, he 
once ran a troupe of dancing 
chickens, but then, in 1955. he met 
Elvis. He arranged a new record¬ 
ing contract, and exercised total 
control. His exorbitant share of the 
takings from records and merchan¬ 
dising was revealed only on 
Presley'S death in 1977 when the 
family sued him for fraud and 
mismanagement • 

Colin Welch, journalist, died on 
January 27 aged 72. He established 
the Daily Telegraph column “The 
Way of the Wmfd” in 1957. and as 
that paperis deputy editor he was 
the organising mmd _behind its 
.#and of free market Conservatism 
3 worn 1964 to 1980. 


Pamela Harriman. the English 
rose who became American Am¬ 
bassador to France, died on Febru¬ 
ary 5 aged 76. She was famous for 
her love affairs and marriages.- 
After her divorce from Randolph 
Churchill she had a succession of 
liaisons, notably with Averell Har- 
l riman,; Ed Muirow, Prince Aly. 
Khan and Gianni Agnelli before 
marrying the^ Broadway musical 
producer Ldand Hayward in 1960. 
Six months after his death in 197) 
she married Harriman as his third 
wife. He (tied m 1986. leaving ha-at 
least $66; million, though his 
fjjhughters were left only $4,000 
■racih- She was the mother of the 
present WajsfanChurchilL 

Brian CatumHy, singer with the 
1970s glairntidc group Sweet, died 
on February 10 aged 47. With hits 
such as little Willy and Teenage 
Rampage,Sweet achieved all the 
trappings of pop stardom. At one 
time Connolly had six Rolls- 
Royces. Heavy drinking, however. 
Jed to he^ attacks, partial paraly¬ 
sis, the isd of his marriage, and 
sad attempts/, to relive his glory 
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!>eng JQaopisg, China's "para¬ 
mount leader", died on February 19 
afi 6 * 3 surviving the disap¬ 

proval of Chairman Mao during 
the I95G**nri |%0s, Deng fought 

his w^r jo jhe of the Commu¬ 
nist Pfflyty WB; He set China on 
a iwcoowaftamomic reform— 

abofislffli^j^j.5 people's com- 

rnuitts — to D pen it up to 
. the however, 

rjremamed aahoritarian, as was 
seen when pro- 

Tranotepi «ieie attacked 

^ fflhfat^ttmjdderable loss 
of life. . 


Michael Manley, three times 
Prime Minister of Jamaica; died on 
March 8 aged 72. He was originally 
a hardline socialist, who cried to 
align Jamaica with Castro's Cuba 
■ and solveithe problems of the slums 
by spending. But by his last term of 
office. 1989-92, he saw that poverty 
would better be overcome by 
investment from the United States, 
and even by Tharcherite privatisat¬ 
ions. . 

Dante Veronica Wedgwood. OM, 
historian of the 17th century, died 
on March 9 aged 86. Her early 
books on The Thirty Years War 
and _ Wiliam the Silent were 
published to clamorous applause. 
She was especially known- for her 
work an the Great Rebellion, and. 
The Trial of Charles I was a 
bestseller. She also wrote biogra¬ 
phies of Cromwell. Richlie u, Mil- 
ton and Rubens. 

Fred Zuanemann. film director, 
died on March 14ag$d 89- The man 
behind High Noon. From Here to 
Eternity, Oklahoma! and Day of 
the Jackal, won two awards* for 
best director, two best picture 
Oscars and three Golden Globes. 

Wxflem de Kooning, painter, died 
an March 19 aged 92. He made his 
name in the 1940s and 1950s, along 
with Jackson Pollock and Marie 
Rothko. Their school of Abstract 
Expressionism made them fashion- 
aide and famous, but de Kooning 
never learnt to. relax. Frenzied 
painting , and palimpsesting alter¬ 
nated with depression, drink and 
eventually Alzheimer's disease, 
whidi cast doubt on the status of 
his last works. His Pink Lady (1944) 
set a record price for a living artist 
in 1987, fetching $3.6 million at 
auction. 

The JRev W. Awdry, creator of 
Thomas the Thnk Engine, died oh 
March 21 aged 85. Like his father, 
he was a lifelong enthusiast for 
railways, both full-scale and mod- 

- d. He. first told his stories when his 
son Christopher was recovering 
from measles, and the first book. 
The Three Railway Engines was 
published the day after VE-Day. 

- From 1948 until 1972 he produced a 
book a year. The stories have been 
read as satire and accused of racial 
and sexual stereotyping. They are 
about, railway engines. 

Sir Victor Pritchett, author, died 
on March 20 aged 96. Although he 
was an.»afi-rixind man of letters, 
writing book reviews for the New 
Statesman for nearly 50 years. 
V. S. Pritchett was best known for 
his short stories. He wrote about 



the burdens borne by lower-mi d- 
dle-dass people m keeping up 
appearances. His sympamies were 
wide; as was shown by his two 
volumes of autobiography. A Cab 
at the Door antTMidnight Oil .' 


Allen Ginsberg, poet, died on April 
5 aged 70. “I saw the best minds of 
ray generation destroyed by / mad¬ 
ness. starving hysterical naked" 
began Howl. with which Ginsberg 
claimed his place .in tbe Beat 
ge n e ra tion in 1956. A brilliant, 
wayward student, he spent time in 
an asylum where he took drugs 
and drained that God had spoken 
to him while he was reading Blake. 
His poems and performances ran 
trn and on, and he became a 
travelling phenomenon. He was 
commended by William Carlos 
Williams, toured with Bob Dylan 
(who trusted his judgment) and 
played Yellow Submarine to Ezra 
Pound (who tapped his stick). 

Helene Haoffi writer, died on 
April 9 aged SO. Her fame rested on 
a single book. 84 Charing Cross 
Road, a correspondence between 

herself in her days as a writer of 
television scripts in New York and 
the London secondhand bookshop 
Marts & Co. Received with nostal¬ 
gic rapture, ft eventually became a 
film, starring Anthony Hopkins. 

Denis Compton, cricketer, died cm 
April 23, aged m He sewed bus 
first century ai Lord’s at 14. and 
was playing for England at 19. 
Touring Australia in 1946-47 he 
scored four successive centimes, 
and in the English summer ofI947 
he scored 3.816 (average: 90^ ta 
1950 he was part of .&* Aisoial 
squad that won the FA Cup. His 

3S 635 filSt-dass runs indudedffi 

centuries, and hetook 
He also advertised Brylcreem- 

Lord Taylor of Gosforth. lawyer, 
Jw on4m a a ged 66 
rirtp he was appointed Lord cruet 
Taylor saw his 



role as one of defending the 
independence of foe judiciary 
against the encroachments of both 
tbe executive and the legislature. 
His battles with the Home Secre¬ 
tary. Michael Howard, were 
fought amid great publicity. In 
particular, he resisted the introduc¬ 
tion of compulsory life sentences 
for those convicted of some sexual 
and violent offences for a second 
time. 


Sir John Jnnor, farmer Editor of 
foe Sunday Express, died on May 3 
aged 78. He had ruled the paper for 
32 years, during which time its 
circulation plunged from 4h mil¬ 
lion to less than 2\ million. His 
own column, latterly in the Mail 
on Sunday, last appeared the week 
before his death. Gruff, philistine 
and reactionary, it was often at¬ 
tacked by exactly foe kinds of bien 
peasants he most loathed. 

Hughie Green. TV presenter of 
Opportunity Knocks, died on May 
3 aged 77.’He genuinely enjoyed 
discovering talent, and his show 
helped to launch Les Dawson. 
Mary Hopkin. little and Large and 
Pam Ayres. But his gushing genial¬ 
ity, also evident on Double Your 
Monty, began to grate and Oppor¬ 
tunity Knocks was dropped in 1978. 
At ms funeral it was announced 
that opportunity had once knocked 
for him and that he had an 
illegitimate child, who recently 
turned out to be Paula Yates. 

Laurie Lee, author, died on May 13 
aged 83. He was famous not as a 
poet as he had always hoped, but 
for Cider With Rosie (1959), a 
somewhat winsome tale of youthful 
seduction in Gloucestershire's Slad 
Valley. The secret of the identity of 
Rosie went with him to foe grave. 

MB8 m 

Doc Cheatham, jazz trumpeter, 
died on June 2 aged 91, after a 
career spanning almost the entire 
history of recorded jazz. 

Ronnie Lane, pop musician, died 
on June 5 aged 5L Lane first 
enjoyed success with foe Small 
Faces, stalwarts of foe 1960s Mod 
scene who went on to develop their 
own quirky brand of pyschedelia. 
Transformed into foe Faces, domi¬ 
nated by foe strutting ego of the 
singer Rod Stewart, they enjoyed a 
string of hits in foe early 1970s. 
Lape struck out on his own in 1973. 
He did some well-regarded solo 
wort and pursued his dream of a 
rock circus with jugglers and fire- 
eaters but in 1977 he began to suffer 
from multiple sclerosis. 

Helen Jacobs, American tennis 
player, died on June 2 aged 88. Her 
'Wimbledon title of 1936 followed 
four successive American national 
titles. Her career was a prolonged 
struggle against foe machine-tike 
Helen Wills. Their most dramatic 
match was at RmsLHilk in 1933. 
Wills had not lost a match since 
1926. nor even a set since 1927. 
Jacobs won ihe first set 86, lost foe 
second 6-3 and was 3-0 up in the 
third ; when Wills withdrew com¬ 
plaining of injury, though an¬ 
nouncing her intention to play in 


the doubles final. In all Jacobs won 
nine Grand Slam tides. 

Jacques-Yvrs Cousteau, underwa¬ 
ter explorer and film-maker, died 
on June 25 aged 87. He single- 
handedly popularised marine sci¬ 
ence, pioneering scuba equipment, 
small manoeuvrable submarines 
and underwater cinematography. 
Audiences were rapt in 1955 to 
discover The Silent World, with 
remarkable sequences of dolphins 
filmed from a hollow dome beneath 
the bow of his converted mine¬ 
sweeper Calypso. The subsequent 
book sold 5 million copies. 

Charlie Chester, comedian, died 
on June 26 aged 83. One of foe last 
relics of the music hall, he had been 
a star of radio, foe variety theatre 
and television. He presented Brit¬ 
ish television^ first give-away 
gameshow. Take Pot Luck (first 



prize: a set on which to watch the 
show), and in 1969 he began his 
long running radio programme 
Sunday Soapbox, which helped 
people to trace long-lost friends. 

Robert Mitdnnn, film actor, died 
on July 1 aged 79. He once said that 
he had two acting styles: with a 
horse and without. He made about 
100 films, from The Story of GI Joe, 
which won him an Oscar nomina¬ 
tion, to Ryan's Daughter and both 
versions of Cape Fear. His typical¬ 
ly tough, hard-drinking persona 
became a screen legend. 

James Stewart the archetype hero 
in three decades of westerns, died 
on July 2 aged 89. In his early days 
he played opposite Marlene Die¬ 
trich. Eleanor Powell and Marga¬ 
ret Sul] a van. His first classic 

western was Destry Rides Again in. 
1939. In 1984 he was rewarded by a 
special Academy Award for “50 
years of meaningful perfor- 


Gianni Versace, fashion designer, 
was shot dead, aged 50. at Miami 
Beach on July 15. His first signed 
collection of women's clothes ap¬ 
peared in 1978. and he went on, as a 

rival, to Armani, to open show¬ 
rooms in Paris, London and Berlin 
as well as Milan. The vast appear¬ 
ance fees he paid sent the cost of 
supexmodels soaring. The dress of 
his in which Liz Hurley appeared 
in 1994dkl foe same for pulsMaies. 

Ben Hogan, perhaps foe greatest 
golfer of all time, died on July 25 
aged 84. Relentless practice and 


determination made him four 
times winner of the US Open. 
Three of those victories came after 
foe car crash in 1949 which doctors 
had said would finish his career. In 
1953 he won the British Open by 
four strokes, the US Masters by 
five and the US Open lty six — 
lowering the championship record 
total for the Oakmont course by 16 
strokes. If there is such a thing as 
golfing genius, this was it- 

Viscount Tonypandy, George 
Thomas, former Speaker of the 
House of Commons, died on Sep¬ 
tember 22 aged S8. As the first 
Speaker in foe era of parliamentary 
sound broadcasting, he won nat¬ 
ional renown with his calls of 
"Order, order”. He was first elected 
as the leftwing Labour MP for 
Cardiff South in 1950. but his later 
public image was that of a mellow, 
impartial and kindly man. After 
his death, this was challenged by 
accusations of snobbery, conde¬ 
scension and even cruelty. 

Sir James Goldsmith, tycoon, died 
on July 19 aged 64. When he was 15 
he won £8.000 on an accumulator 
bet, walked out of Eton and set off 
on foe trail of acquisition and 
abandon that was to make him a 
billionaire and a classically suc¬ 
cessful womaniser. In 1987 he sold 
his assets just before the global 
stockmarket crash, and thereafter 
he dedicated himself to conserva¬ 
tion and, latterly, to opposing 
European integration. He founded 
and funded the Referendum Party 
bur won little support, losing his 
own deposit at Putney in May. 

"WMlvAwiff f 

Svyatoslav Richter, concert 
pianist, died on August I aged 82. 
One of the great interpreters of the 
century, he was also famous for his 
“no-shows”: if he did not Feel up to 
playing his best, audiences had to 
settle for nothing at all. 

William Burroughs, author, died 
on August 2 aged S3. After post¬ 
graduate work at Harvard he 
rejected bourgeois life and entered 




foe demi-monde that was to shape 
his life, working as a bartender. 

rat-catcher and private detective 
(not necessarily all at once). In foe 
early 1950s he became addicted to 
drugs, travelling the world in 
search of better fixes. After cold 
turkey in London, he wrote The 
Naked Lunch (1959), an aleatory, 
anarchic fantasy about addiction 
and homosexuality. Its violence, 
scatology and sadism brought a 


temporary ban in America. He 
never looked back. 

Card Weight, painter, died on 
August 13 aged 88. He was a very 
English eccentric — like Stanley 
Spencer or LS. Lowry — who 
found the fantastic within the 
apparently banal. He shuwed mys¬ 
tery. even tragedy, beneath life’s 
grimy surfaces. His work had 
nothing in common with the ab¬ 
stract shoo Is thai dominated most 
of his lifetime, but had been 
increasingly appreciated during 
the past 15 years. 

Diana. Princess of Wales, died in 
Paris on August 31 aged 36. Her 
death eclipsed the business of 
nations. The child of a broken 
home, she made of her own pain a 
0ft for others. It gave her a 
remarkable affinity with those who 
were suffering or lonely. From 
being a charming, slightly gawky 
girl when she entered public life 
with her marriage to the Prince of 
Wales in July I9SI, she grew into a 
woman of dazzling beauty. But she 
will be remembered for brighten¬ 
ing the lives of the side, the 
destitute, victims oflandmines. and 
especially children. The unhappy 
side of her life and of her manipula¬ 
tive approach to all publidty seem 
likely to be forgotten. 

t -,S SEPTEMBER • • 

Jeffrey Bernard, Soho's most fam¬ 
ous drunk, died on September 4 
aged 65. His journalism appeared 
most notably in The Spectator, but 
he gradually became not the re¬ 
porter but the spectacle. His col¬ 
umn about his exploits and 
ailments was described as "a 
suidde note in instalments", and in 
1969 Keith Waterhouse had a West 
End hit with foe dramatic enter¬ 
tainment Jeffrey Bernard Is 
Unwell . 

H. J. Eysenck, writer on psycholo¬ 
gy', died on September 4 aged 81. 
His challenging and diverse work 
expanded foe scope of psychologi¬ 
cal exploration, as well as 
popularising it His ideas about 
intelligence quotient and the im¬ 
portance of genetics in the deter¬ 
mining of character were attacked 
as politically insensitive, and he 
was accordingly marginalised 
within his profession. 

Mother Teresa died on September 
5 aged 87. Alter receiving the “call 
within a call" that led her to 




dedicate herself for 50 years to the 
destitute of Calcutta, she became a 
guiding light for many, winning 
foe Nobel Peace Prize in 1979. Her 
emphasis on prayer and conver¬ 
sion rather than diagnosis was 
controversial, but she was widely 
regarded as a “living saint”. 

Sir Georg Solti, conductor, died on 
September 5 aged 84. He first 
studied under Bartok and Kodaly, 
and was encouraged by Toscan- 
nini. He made a recording of Der 
Rosenkavalier in Richard Srrauss's 
presence and was enormously ac¬ 
claimed for his live and recorded 
Ring, and for making foe Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra the finest In 
America. 

President Mobutu of Zaire died 
on September 7 aged 66. He had 
brutally misruled foe former Con¬ 
go for 32 years, presiding over a 
complete collapse of foe economy 
while amassing a huge personal 
fortune. 

General Sir John Hackett, former 
Commander-in-Chief of foe British 
Army on the Rhine, died on 
September 9 aged 86. He won the 
MG DSO and Bar during the 
Second World War. and after 
leaving tire Army became Principal 
of King’s College. London. He 

wrote foe bestseller The Third 
World War. 

; October; yT 

J. G. Links, expert on Canaletto 
and author of Venice for Pleasure, 
died on October 1 aged 92. His 
seductive guidebook wears its 
learning lightly, preferring a good 
cafe to yet another Titian, but 
Links”5 scholarship was of foe first 
rank. After recognising a neglected 
Canaletto, be re-edited the cata¬ 
logue raisonni. untangling numer¬ 
ous problems with the rigour of a 
detective. 

A. L. Rowse, historian, died on 
October 3 aged 93. A proud and 
touchy man who published too 
many books, he was at his best on 
the Elizabethan period and when 
writing about his native Cornwall. 

John Denver, singer-songwriter, 
died on October 12 aged 53 while 


piloting his own plane. His ex¬ 
tremely popular country and west¬ 
ern songs included Leaving on a Jet 
Plane. Country Roads and Rocky 
Mountain High. 

Harold Robbins, pulp novelist, 
died on October H aged SI. He 
achieved a winning formula with 
his fictionalised life of Howard 



Hughes, The Carpetbaggers (I«6I), 
and his adept, downmarket varia¬ 
tions on sex. power and money kept 
him at the top of die bestseller lists 
thereafter. He lived the fantasy life 
of one of his characters. 


! NOVEMBER 

Joyce Wethered (Lady Heath coal 
Amor]), golfer, died on November 
18 aged 96. Becoming English 
Ladies'Champion in 1920 when not 
quite 19. she held the title for five 
consecutive years and was four 
times winner of the British Ladies* 
Open. 

Michael Hutch race, lead singer 
with FNXS. was found dead in his 
hotel room in Sydney on November 
22, aged 37. He was the closest 
Australia has come to producing a 
bad boy of rock. His band, original¬ 
ly the Faniss Brothers, formed in 
Sydney in 1977, toured widely, and 
became famous through videos 
made for MTV. Although INXS's 
music later became less fashion¬ 
able. Hutchence remained a fa¬ 
vourite of foe gossip columns 
because of his affairs with actresses 
and models, and then his alliance 
with Paula Yates, with whom he 
had a daughter. 

Hastings Banda, first President of 
Malawi, died on Nov ember 25. He 
was thought to be 99, After practic¬ 
ing as a GP in WiUesden. he 
returned to his native land in 1958 
and soon consolidated his power. 
He suppressed all opposition, 
sometimes brutally, bur helped the 
country to make foe most of its 
minimal resources. His links with 
South Africa were criticised, but in 
Malawi he was rightly regarded as 
father of the nation. 

: > DECEMBER • 

Stephane Grappelli, jazz violinisr, 
died on December 1. aged 89. Born 
in Paris, he was one of the first non- 
American musicians to make an 
impact in jazz. He played with 
Django Reinhardt from 1934 until 
the gypsy guitarist's death in 1953, 
and from 1971 he made many suc¬ 
cessful duer recordings with Yehu¬ 
di Menuhin. He continued to 
perform almost to foe end of his 
life, even when confined ro a 
wheelchair. 

Billy Bremner, soccer player, died 
on December 7 aged 54. He had 
won 54 caps for Scotland and 
almost every club honour in the 
game. His proudest moment per¬ 
haps came with Scotland's win 
over England, the world cham¬ 
pions. in 1967. He was foe fulcrum 
of Don Revie's Leeds United side 
for 17 years, from 1959 to 1976. He 
later became manager of Doncas¬ 



ter and Leeds, but insufficient 
investment meant that success 
alluded him. 

Woodrow Wyatt, politician, jour¬ 
nalist and chairman of the Tote, 
died on December 7 aged 79. He 
first entered Parliament in 1945, on 
the left of the victorious Labour 
Party, but he was always a dandy¬ 
ish figure. He lost his seat in 1955 
and was taken on by Panorama. 
He was an abrasive interviewer, 
and played his part in exposing foe 
scandaJ in foe ETU over ballot- 
rigging. He was ostracised by 
Labour, and became instead an 
ardent supporter of Margaret 
Thatcher, writing in The Times and 
as “The Voice of Reason” in the 
News of the World. Mrs Thatcher 
made him first a knight and then a 
peer. Always his own man, he 
ended up as virtually the only 
public advocate of John Major. 
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Cook may run as Scotland PM 

B Robin Cook, die Foreign Secretary, is considering running for 
the post of Scotland's First Minister—effectively Prime Minister 
north of the border — after the Scottish parliament is elected in 
1999. His decision will have key implications for Tony. Blair's 
first serious Cabinet reshuffle, to be carried out next spring or In 
early summer. Donald Dewar, the Scottish Secretary has long 
been regarded as the hot favourite-Page 1 

Defiant hunters saddle up 

B Huntsmen and their supporters turned out in near record 
numbers yesterday to defend their traditional Boxing Day meets 
and defy protesters who predicted this would be the last year that 
it would be legal to ride to hounds_Pages 1, 3 

TV ratings New-look probation 

The BBC daimed victory after The Probation Service is to be 
Men Behaving Badly emerged as renamed to persuade the public 
the most popular Christmas Day that the service is involved in 
programme, attracting 15.5 punishment__Page 10 

million .—-- page i Kenya clashes 

Ban hooligans call Teargas was fired by police at a 

Police demanded that soccer hoo- Kenya election rally after support¬ 
ing a ns be barred from travelling ers of rival parties dashed. The 
abroad as supporters-Page 2 trouble broke out as President Moi 

Road rage case was leavin s a - 12 

The family or a suspected “road Yeltsin attack 
rage" victim described how she President Yeltsin attacked liberal 
was left for dead with severe head reformers, comparing them to 
injuries-——-— Page 3 Communists__Page 13 

Storm fatalities Drug gang’s haven 

A father, his daughter and her Basseterre, a quiet St Kitts-Nevis 
boyfriend were crushed to death port, has become a haven for a 
when a tree fell on their car. taking ring of allegedly ruthless drug 

the death toll in the Christmas traffickers__ Page 15 ■ 

storms to 13--Page 5 N urses > plea 

Church twinning As they begin their second year in 

Winchester could be twinned with a stifling Saudi jail, Deborah Par- 
Florence in a partnership between ry and Ludlle McLauchlan are 
a Church of England diocese and pleading with their captors to end 
Roman Catholics-Page 8 the uncertainty_Page 17 
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This paragraph is in black and white 

■ The customer is possibly very stupid says New Scientist after 
listing obvious information and warnings printed on consumer 
products. Salisbury's peanut package says: “Contains nuts.” In 
America drivers have stickers on their wing mirrors warning: 
“Remember - objects seen in mirror are behind you"_Page I 




















Brindabella of Australia leads entries from Sweden, and Hong Kong out of Sydney Harbour in the Sydney-Hobart yacht race. Page 30 


Valerie Grove with David 
Benson whose show about 
Kenneth Williams proves to 
be more than an exercise in 

impersonation_Page 19 

Des Buridnshaw meets Tex¬ 
as. 1997's pop pin-up, and 
wonders who is next Page 18 
Glory: Venaria. the Versailles 
of Italy, is to be restored after 
years of ruin and neglect, co¬ 
inriding with the return of the 

Savoys-Page 9 

Sailing: Why tugs, pilot ves¬ 
sels and a weathers hip have 
been converted into the nauti¬ 
cal version of customised 
Range Rovers.. Page 7 


London calling: The spirit of 
1948 should still be the torch 
for the Olympic movement. 
There are signs that Sydney 
will attempt to shift track to¬ 
wards the values of London 

50 years ago-Page 21 

Foxing day: The foxhunting 
issue is a dash of cultures 
disguised as a difference of 
opinion. It will remain so un¬ 
til the full facts enter file 
field-Page 21 


BSE; radar’s “high point"; 
faith; charitable partnership; 
college fees-Page 15 
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Simon Jenkins: Abusing the 
honours list is like taking 
cannabis. It seems mildly 
pleasant and the crime is vic¬ 
timless. All that matters is not 

getting caught-Page 20 

Michael Gove: It's just a pity 
that It's a Wonderful Life is a 
truly terrible film. As art it is 
cheap, and as propaganda 
just plain pernicious Page 20 
Simon Barnes: We wanted to 
vote for goodness. Perhaps 
the votes were in fact intend¬ 
ed for Swampy Page 20 


The milestones for the year 
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Slowing down: House prices 
may have peaked and may 
rise by just 5 per cent in 

1998_Page 39 

Bouncing bade South Kore¬ 
an markets staged a remark¬ 
able comeback, as traders 
reacted enthusiastically to the 

IMF agreement-Page 39 

Pay cut; Millions of people 
face a cut in take-home pay 
because of changes to profit- 
related pay_Page 39 


Financial rites on the Inter¬ 
net; Tessas: the markets loop- 
the-foop_Pages 43r48 


Football: Manchester Uni¬ 
ted extended their Pre¬ 
miership lead as Black- 
bum ami Chelsea dropped 

points-Pages 25-27 

Rugby union: Saracens 
lost their first Premiership 
game when Joel Stransky 
won it for Leicester with 
a last-minute dropped, 
goal- Page 31 

Racing: See More Busi¬ 
ness, at 10-1, ran away 
with the King George VI 
Chase --_ Page 32 

Cricket England foiled to 
retain the women's World 
Cap-Page 34 


■ A SAHIBS 

Images of *97; The pic¬ 
tures that tell the story «•. 

the year-Page 8-23 

Jeremy Irons: An actor’s 
view of the year—Page 25 
Jonathan Meades: The 
best and worst of eating 

out-.:-Page 28 

Food and drink: Frances 
Bissdl and Jane 
MacQuitty- Page 37 




Big Interview: The actor 
Linus Roache is flying 

high_Pages 6-8 

Dance: Deborah Bull 
speaks her mind.. Page 10 
New Year’s Eve: Guide to 
the celebrations — Page 24 
Books: Views, reviews 

and choice_Pages 16-23 

Ftens:-Page 9 

Listings: -Pages 2643 

Weekend 

Scotland the rave: The 
changing face of New 

Year_Pages L 3 

Looking ahead: Planning 
for the big . millennium 

party —---Page 2 

Shopping: .— Pages 4. 5 
Gardening: Questions and 
some answers-Pages 6. 7 
Property:' Pages 10,11 
Faith: Services— Page 12 



Sepeo-day guide to 40 
channels and radio 
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Get fit with Gary Lineker 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,673 

A £20 book token wilt be awarded to the senders of the first five correct 
solutions opened next Thursday. Entries should be addressed to: The 
Times, Saturday Crossword Competition. PO Bax 486. Virginia Street, 
London El 9DD. The names of the winners and the solution will be 
published next Saturday. 

Name/ Address .- .... 





ACROSS 

I Forbid surgeon to start on opera¬ 
tion (4L 

3 Turn quickly and return shots (4). 

6 Soft chap foils in river (5). 

10 Can East European dance round 
this? (7). 

11 Garment that's concealing onset 
of greyness — just a trace (7). 

12 Like the men Alice met. lacking 
distinction (9). 

13 Parking vehide at the front, go 
for a walk (5). 

14 Avoid giving two points lo champ 

( 6 ). 

16 Roughness beautiful creature en¬ 
countered in beastly accommoda¬ 
tion (8). 

15 Dried meat cooked in mine camp 

( 8 ). 

]9 Rub elbows with Robin and Jack 

( 6 ). 

22 States time for practice (5). 

23 Brass, a lot— that can come to be 
a burden (9). 

25 Hit and run —bluebottle appears 
0). 

26 See below spirt (7). 

27 In secret I endeavour to form a 
new connection (5). 

Solution lo Puzzle No 20.668 
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28 Effect of heavenly bodies that's 
present in men’s affairs, accord¬ 
ing to Brutus (4). 

29 Boast about rank ft). 

DOWN 

1 Very angry feeling about a poli¬ 
tician who preys on other people? 

2 Herb gets prison sentence, we 
hear(5I. 

4 Drill with bit right inside (6}. 

5 Isn't love in order for one who 
creates romance? (8). 

6 Celebrate launch (4^,43). 

7 Excitement as 1 am entered in a 
race (9). 

8 Give too much ham? Take a 
pound off (7). 

9 Despite desperate efforts, 
supporting my biography 


15 Happen to change direction, of 
course <4.5L 

17 One’s left country in launch — it 
makes a change (S). 

18 Craftsman using soft wood (7). 

20 Spread out wide with elite troops 

21 On a governing body (6). 

24 Ask waiter to supply what might 
be described as apple pie (5). 
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HOURS OF DARKNESS 


TODAY 

Sun rises: Sun safe: 
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Uoaii sets Moon rises 
2-42 pm &20a*n 


London 3 56 pm lo 6 GG am 
Bristol 4 07 pm to 8. 16 am 
Etfnbtanti 3 44 pm to a 44 am 
Manchester 3 56 pm to 8 25 am 
Prmz.mca A2 6 pm lo 8.21 am 


TOMORROW 
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Yesterday: Highest day tamp: Fabnotih. 
Cornwall. 13C fSSF): lowest day mac 
Spadeariam. Cumbna, EC (41FJ: highest 
rarnfaH: Crosby. Liverpool. 1 10 or highest 
swoWne. Falmouth. 5 9hr 


NEWSPAPERS 
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UK newspapers r (to 
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□ Gonorah England and Wales wBI be 
bright and breezy with sunry spells and 
showers. The showers will be mainly In 
western parts where some w9 be heavy. 

f Eastern and southeastern England should 
have reasonable sunny spelts. Northern 
Ireland and western Scotland wfl be cold 
and blustery wRh a fair number of showers, 
some heavy and wintry over high ground. 
Eastern Scotland wffl nave fewer showers 
and longer spells of sunshine. 

□ London, E Anglia, E MkDande, E 
England, NE England: rather cool and 
breezy, but most parts wU be dry with 
sunny speSs. A moderate westerly wind. 
Max9C(48F). 

□ SE England, Central S England, 
Channel Istes: sunny spoils, but there w* 
also be some showers. It wffl feel coo! in the 
modenMfi to fresh westerly, wind. Max 9C 
(48F). 

□ W Midlands, SW England, Wales, NW 
England, Lake District, Isle of Mon, 
Central N: sunny speSs, but some heavy 
showers are also Holy. A fresh west to 
northwesterly wind. Max 9C (48F). 


□ Borders, 


occasional shower wffl come along, too. A 
Ight and variable wind. Max 7C (45F). 

□ SW Scotland, Glasgow. Central 
Highlands, Argyll, NW Sco tla n d: some 
bright spells, but edd wfth some heavy 
showers, indutfrig snow over the highest 
sound. A moderate to fresh westerly wrid. 
Max 7C (45F). 

□ Northern Iralaind: edd and showery 
with the heaviest sbovrers in the west. The 
east wffl see brighter weather. A moderate 
to fresH westerly wind. Max 7CT4S3. 

□ Republic of Inland: sHowery m the 
west aid north; fine and dry with patchy 
sunshine elsewhere. Wind westerly, fresh. 
Chily wind. Max: IOC (5CF). 

□ Outlook: central and eastern areas wffl 
be mostly dry tomorrow after some 03riy 
patchy frost and log. The vrest wit turn 
more cloudy with ran later. Monday will 
remain coot and unsettled wRh rain tor 
most places. 


24 hra to 5 pm: bright; o^cioud; d^cfrtzzJs; ds=dust storm; ttai-duk 1^188: fg=tbs; g=gtte: h^huJ; 

n>r8ku ah=ahoww: al^sMec an—snow; s=sun; t=tfrundar 
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streets of Edinburgh pack«l for Hogmanay. The inalienable right of the Scot to join his compatriots on New Year's Eve and imbibe himself into oblivion has been a phenomenon for as long as anyone can remember 


S tanding straight up, jammed between bodies, 
' clutching a quarter bottle of Teacher’s as the. 
• cxbivd sways backwards and. forwards, the 
ydung man in the bomber jacket and the kilt at 
half-mast seems barely conscious. Something 
tufftiSss, more of a gargling sound than a song, emerges 
fronrhis lips, half-blue with the cold — or possibly 
atahtjtffcjXHSQning. Then, as the New Year bells ring out, 
and a^agged chorus of Auld Lang Syne spreads through 
themassed ranks in Glasgow's George Square, the crowd 
parts and the young man pitches forwards, landing with 
perfect? precisian along the gutter, where he is, voy 
suddenly^ $jck. “Welcome,” says an anonymous voice, 
“taettie criyb’ culture.” 


Auld Laiig Syne meets thrash ceilidh and add croft - Magnus Iinklater 
reports on the changing face of Scotland’s New Year celebrations 


• This was Glasgow 1990. But the scene could have come 
from any recent Hogmanay. Some traditions change — 
and none more rapidly than the way Scotland has begun 
to celebrate its annual festival of drink arid exuberance. 
But the inalienable right of the Scot to join large numbers 
of his compatriots on New Year’s Eve and imbibe himself 
into oblivion, has been a phenomenon for as long as 
anyone can remember. There is a dedication about it that 
is lacking south of the border. “Scottish people,” wrote the 


poet Edwin Muir, “drink spasmodically and intensely, 
for the sake of a momentary but complete release, 
whereas the English like to bathe and puddle about 
bucolicalfy in a miid puddle of beer." 

In 1878, Robert Louis Stevenson described a typical 
New Year in Edinburgh: “Singly or arm-in-arm, some 
speechless, others noisy and quarrelsome, the votaries of 
the New Year go meandering in and out cannoning one 
against another; and now and then one falls and lies as he 


has fallen. Before night, so many have gone lo bed or the 
police office, that the streets seem almost clear.” 

In those days exchanging gifts of whisky and 
shortbread and a confection known as the Scots Bun — 
“heavy, black and inimical to health" as Stevenson 
described it — were part of the essential tradition. First- 
footers were always welcome, and if a dark-haired 
stranger bearing a bottle of whisky and a lump of coal 
was the first across your threshold, you cxiuld count on 
good luck for the whole of the year to come. My own 
memories of New Year’s Eve in pre-breathalyser days are 
of long journeys in the country along ice-bound roads. 


Continued on page 5 
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Lewis Clearance 


It’s like a sale, only better. 


MONDAY AT PETER JONES Sl«an. Sq<M«, JOHN LEWIS: OXFORD STREET; BRENT CROSS. ABERDEEN. GHEADLE. 
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GREEN - Soulhtiapion. 


At John Lewis Department Stores, even means that if we find a local retailer free across a wide area. And whatever 

during a clearance, it’s business as usual. offering the same goods at a lower price, you buv, you can return it if ^ on 

Far instance our pricing policy, summed we will reduce ours accordingly, even if are not complete!'' satisfied. The John 

■up by ‘Never Knowingly Undersold*. their goods are in a sale. We still deliver Lewis Clearance. lt’> better than a sale. 
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It’s still two years off, but already the celebs are planning how to see in the new millennium, says Katherine B 


Bubbly plans for new year 
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Mandelson: the 
man with a dome- 
sized headache 


The Marquess of Bath and friends 
will celebrate at Longleat: “I have 
a partiality for table wine" 


iath and friends The Spice Girls (should they still be together in two years* Richard Branson s plan Harvey Goldsmith bas lured the Norseman^rueht at SI 

mgleat “I have time) say they want to sing Wannabe on the Millennium to hire Edinburgh Castle “other dome , the Albert HaU. for sick to deam ofto Casde in Dornoch 

table wine" Dome’s stage. (Oasis plan no further than their next album) for the night misfired . a rival do at £1.000 a guest millennium concept 




: '*W **}*''''■ 

-- ~L-.- w ■ ‘ , . 




^ ( v. 1 - V 

r- K * ’ - 




s' 


-»*•*•*' . * * 

» •*» V - « • . » 

-— 

«1 *»• «*•►** . 



parties. I dont celebrate holi¬ 
days. not Yom Kippur. Han- 
ukkah or Christmas, and I 
don't believe in Santa Claus. If 
it wasn’t for the press we 
wouldn’t have this fuss. The 
whole thing has assumed a 
fake sense of importance." 

Curmudgeons aside, the 
most common topic of conver- 
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sation as we bring in 199S will 
be the year 2000: "Where are 
you going to see in the millen¬ 
nium?” A quick straw poll of 
the office indicates that the 
bulk of us have no idea, 
although we are beginning to 
think about it. Those with a 
commerria! interest in the 
celebration are streets ahead 
in their planning, however, 
even if the £800 million Mil¬ 
lennium Dome has all the 
appearances of a rushed job. 

whatever you think of it. the 
dome is going to be the focus of 
British attention at midnight 
on New Year’s Eve 1999. "The 
opening festivities are still 
being planned.” a spokesman 
says.' “bur it is likely to be a 
formal state opening. The only 
precedent for this was in 1951 
when the Festival of Britain 
was opened by die King and 
Queer.. It is early to say. 
but there is likely to be a live 
broadcast and a party which 
uses the dome to its capacity of 
35.U0U people. “ 

The Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh are almost certain 
to attend, along with the 
Prince of Wales, and the 
dome's political architects — 
Tory Blair. Pcrer Mandelson 
and Michael Hewltins. 

The Spies Giris. should they 
still be together, are hoping to 
sing Wernshe cn the dome's 
stage a: the stro*:e of midnight. 
Oasis, cr the other hand. 
ha\snt a due what the) will 
be doing “Their sights* don't 
go further than their next 
a!lr.:m.’' a spoksjnan says. 


London hotel rooms for the 
final week of 1999. Whether 
this Is true or not, luxury 
hotels, such as the Savoy and 
the Ritz. have had so many 
requests that they are plan¬ 
ning to draw names from at 
hat for their parties. 

There will be those. like The 
Marquess of Bath, who are 
fortunate enough to have their 
own castle in which to cele¬ 
brate. He plans to let his 
children and their friends 
have the run of Longleat on 
New Year's Eve while he 
imbibes not champagne, but a 
quantity of ordinary wine. "I 
have not laid down anything 
special. Anyway, I_ have a 
partiality for able wine.” 

Terry Waite plans to cele¬ 
brate with a day of activities in 
his village of Harries in Suf¬ 
folk. "Well have a village 
walk, followed by a grand 
millennium breakfast in The 
Crown public house,” he says. 
A forest will be planted on 
land bought for the occasion, 
and Mr Waite will attend 
evening service where a Mil¬ 
lennium Book — one entry per 
family — is completed. “The 
book will be a snapshot, a 


portrait, rather like a millenni¬ 
um Domesday book," he says. 

For many. the first snapshot 
of the miUennhim will take 
place in Scotland, where aris¬ 
tocrats and landowners have 
been inundated with requests 
for the hire of a castle. 


R ichard Branson 

wanted to take over 
Edinburgh Casde 
and throw the ball of 
the evening, with fireworks, 
live bands, thrills and spills, 
and Mr Branson, as a suitable 
dimax. ascending inio the 21st 
century in a hot-air balloon. 
But there was a hitch'. Historic 
Scotland, which manages the 
castle, turned him down, say¬ 
ing it wasn’t for hire. 

Mr Branson is proud of his 
Soottish blond (his granny 
came from Edinburgh}, so he 
announced, instead, that Vir¬ 
gin is to co-sponsor the dry 
council’s Hogmanay celebra¬ 
tions every year into the next 
millennium. 

Offers of up to £10,000 a 
night have already been made 
to some owners of castles, and 
many are receiving several 
offers a week. Some are hokl- 


The champagne night London is waiting for the massive, £800 million Millennium Dome, lit up, bustling and, hopefully, hosting the Royal Family as, across the river from Greenwich, Big Ben booms In the Happy New Year 2000 

T here are those, such sky. What's so differenr about parties. I don’t celebrate holi- sation as we bring in 199S will London hotel rooms for the portrait, rather like a millermi- ing back for bigger bids. A! their own Highland Games in 

as Baroness (Barb- a date, for God’s sake?” days, not Yom Kippur. Han- be the year 2000: “Where are final week of 1999. Whether urn Domesday book," he says. Scone Palace, near Perth, the front of their casde before 

a ra) Castle of Black- Larry Adler, the octoaen- ukkah or Christmas, and I you gomg to see in the milieu- this is true or not, luxury For mamr. the first snapshot Earl and Countess of Mans- dinner in the baronial hall, 
bum. who are not arian harmonica player, is] ust don't believe in Santa Claus. If nium?” A quick straw poll of hotels, such as the Savoy and of the mifienmum will take field have turned down three If the Lamb family has yet to 

looking forward to the event at as caustic. "I thought the it wasn’t for the press we the office indicates that the the Ritz. have had so many place in Scotland, where aris- offers, including one from a sort out its drink requirements 

all. She sa\s she is “sick to millennium was a celebration wouldn’t have this foss. The bulk of us have no idea, requests that they are plan- tocrats and landowners have wealthy Arab, to rent out the for the evening, this will not be 

death" of the millennium. “It is of Peter Mandelson's birth- whole thing has assumed a although we are beginning to ning to draw names from at been inundated with requests Royal Long Gallery for Hog- for lack of endeavour on behalf 

the most artificial concept I've day.” he says. “New Year's fake sense of importance.” think about il Those with a hat for their parties. for the hire of a castle. mairay. The whole estate was of the champagne houses, 

ever heard about. There's not Eve 1999 is just the passing of Curmudgeons aside, the commerria! interest in the There will be Those. like the rented to a Swiss client in which have hyped the market 

uoing to he an explosion in the another year. I'm not going tu most common topic of conver- celebration are streets ahead Marquess of Bath, who are ■ ichard Branson February.” the earl explains. to give the impression that 

in their planning, however, fortunate enough to have their mW wanted to take over Peter de Savaiy. who owns there would be a shortage of 
1 even if the £800 million Mil- own castle in which to ede- . Edinburgh Casde Skibo Castle in Dornoch, is bubbly come midnight ■ on 

i a—J lennium Dome has all the brate. He plans to let his A and throw the ball of also cashing in cm casrlemania New Year’s Eve 1999. One 

appearances of a rushed job. children and their friends the evening, with fireworks, by creating a viking, village in mystery buyer, thought to be 

Whatever you think of it. the have the run of Longleat on live bands, thrills and spills, honour of the Norsemen who BUI Wyman,. die Rolling 

{ domes going to be the focus of New Year's Eve while he and Mr Branson, as a suitable first settled there. There will be Stones’former bassist, is said 

British attention at midnight imbibes not champagne, but a dimax, ascending into the 21st spit-roasts and fine wines, for to fotve put down £500,000 to 

on New Year’s Eve 1999, “The quantity of ordinary wine. "I century’ in a hot-air balloon, a minimum of E400 a day. ensure his supply of Krug. 

__ , _ _ _ u . _ opening festivities, are still have not laid down anything But there was a hitch. Historic Wealthy Londoners, surii as But, as The Times wine 

/Vyy. ' _r being planned.” a spokesman special. Anyway, ! have a Scotland, which manages the the financial consultant John writer Jane MacQuitty has 

Et udt Ss M/sn M * OrCKTX/ j&VCi says, “bur ir is likely to be a partiality for table winecastle, turned him down, say- Lamb and his family, are pointed out, stocks of cham- 

formal state operir.g. The only Terry Waite plans to ede- ing it wasn't for hire. already choosing their tartan pagne are at an all-time high: 

precedent tor this was in 1951 brate with a day of acrivities in Mr Branson is proud of his for the night. They have con- "Of all the scandals wine 

when the Festival of Britain his village of Harrest in Suf- Scottish blood (his granny finned their booking for Duns merchants have become em- 

was opened by the King and folk. "We il have a village came from Edinburgh}, so he Castle, Berwickshire at more broiled in of late, most nemi 

j Queer.. It is s::i: early to say. walk, followed by a grand announced, instead, that Mr- than £10.000 a nighL “I need- dous has been the notion that 

j but there is likely to be a live millennium breakfast in The gin is to co-sponsor the dry ed a castle big enough for all Britain will be drained drv of 

i broadcast and a party which Crown public house,” he says, council’s Hogmanay celebra- the family," he says. “Duns champagne by the millermi 

i uses the dome to its capacity of A forest will be planted on rions every year into ihe next has M bedrooms, which will um.~shesays "HumbuoiThe 

! : '5.U0U people.- land bought for the occasion, millennium. sleep 28 of our relatives. We Champenois do not °cmw 

I • • • j Trc Queen and the Duke of and Mr Waite will attend Offers of up to £10,000 a want to invite 50 family mem- about the millions of bottles nf 

O '/' : Edinburgh are aimin' certain evening service where a Mil- night have already been made bers. so we'D be renting five or bubbly slumbering in their 

/• I w attend, along with the lennium Book - one entry per to some owners of castles, and six estate houses as wefl.” cellars. Even if you leaw 

/ . : Prince of Wales and the family - is completed. “The many are receiving several On New Year’s Eve 1999. the ’ millennium celebration cham 

/ ; I dome s pija::ca- architects - book will be a snapshot, a offers a week. Some are hold- Lamb family will be holding pagne purchases until rh* 

/jft - \ To ?; ffy" .fty Lr Mandelson afternoon of December 31 

1 n ^ M ^ L V^' r ^Ti .1. 1999, youllstm have plenty of 
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ing back for bigger bids. At 
Scone Palace, near Perth, the 
Earl and Countess of Mans¬ 
field have turned down three 
offers, including one from a 
wealthy Arab, to rent out the 
Royal Long Gallery for.Hog- 
manay. The whole estate was 
retted to a Swiss client in 
February." the earl explains. 

Peter de Sayaiy. who.owrts 
Skibo Castle in Dornoch, is 
also cashing in cm casrlemania 
by creating a Viking village in 
honour of the Norsemen who 
first settled there There will be 
spit-roasts and fine wines, for 
a minimum of E400 a day. 

Wealthy Londoners, such as 
the financial consultant John 
Lamb and his family, are 
already choosing their tartan 
for the nighL They have con¬ 
firmed their booking for Duns 
Castle, Berwickshire at more 
than £10,000 a nighL “1 need¬ 
ed a castle big enough for all 
the family," he says. “Duns 
has M bed r o o m s , which will 
sleep 28 of our relatives. We 
want to invite 50 family mem¬ 
bers. so we'D be renting five or 
six estate houses as wefi.” 

On New Year’s Eve 1999. the 
Lamb family will be holding 






N evertheless, the 

Champenois antic¬ 
ipate that con¬ 
sumption will 

by 30 per cent and 

that drinkers will move up a 
lew! in.quality. As a result, 37 
champagne companies have 
already launched special 
«v*es to help party-goers for 
the millennium: Roederer 
with 2,000 individually num¬ 
bered methuselahs of “Collec- 

^ en ^ er Jouet with 
Z000 jeroboams of “Reserve 
Belle Epoque” at £i t ooo 
apiece; Moet & Chandon with 
jeroboams of Dom Pbrignon 

1993: and Pol Roger with L000 

01 Chur¬ 
chill 1988-idsorn jeroboams . 

i Fbr Udy or 
Larry Adler who chooses to 

be others who will celebrate 
twice- British-Airways is lay¬ 
ing on four Concordes for 
passengers who want to bring ' 
tofte new year in aWarat 
then fly to New 
York for a repeat perfor mance. 

A trip -into die 2lsr century: 

Travel, page i7 


SHEET MUSIC 
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PRICE 
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MILTONKEYNES 
0300 003309 


A » art alternative ven¬ 
ue. the promoter 
Har.!?. Goldsmith 
booked London's 
odterdome. dtv .Albert Hall, in 
!99.” and is planning to charge 
benveen four ard five thou¬ 
sand people line each to see 
the night through. "It wifi be a 
music, fashion and sn’le 
evtmt." he says. Festivities "for 
Goldsmith’s event star: at "pm 
'.m Dtvemher 3i and wind up 
ar Sam on January I. 

The moM ridiroious gesture 
in London cnrr.es from L : ri 
Gvller. who will be standing 
under Big Ben trying to stop it 
on tae strike of New Year's 
Eve. “Ill be fa-king up with 
millions of people around the 
world and w*i: ask everyone to 
scream 'Slop’.” 

In anticipation of tile capi¬ 
tal's ird!ux of csjebrators. a 
West Courier, businessman. 
Brian Wilson, claims to be 
reserving 21-000 prime 


of aeedSNmH, So Nmw Bone at 

« ol^ » «ate«aqr - eonwf at the Hme of to prmiL 


Islands in the south Pacific are vying for the first sunrise of the new millennium 


A NUMBER uf isolated chunks of rock on 
the far side of the world are taking the star 
turn in the com petition (o see the first dawn 
of the new- millennium. These islands in the 
south Pacific are all claiming to beihe place 
to see the sun first rise. 

British interests are represented by Norris 
McWhirter. the publisher of the Guinness 
Book of Records, who has bought the righrs- 
to Hapeka Hill on Pitt Island, one of the 
Chatham Islands 500 miles east of New 
Zealand. He claim* that he will be able to see 
further over the horizon than anyone dse 
from his chosen spoL A rival record-breaker 
has threatened to scupper his chances by 
floating above the Chatham Islands in a 
hot-atr balloon. 

Some of the contending dawn-spotting 
sites would not make for convivial edebra- 


tiuns: the peak of Mowit Gaikway on the 
uninhabited Antipodes islands does not have 
a landing strip, and the champagne might 
. freeze in the bottle as it would on Antarctica’s 
Adelie coast, which has also put in a bid. 

The most accessible spots- are McWhirter's 
Pitt Island: the tropical Nukotiiofa amU in 
Tonga: and Caroline _ Island, par* of the' 
-Kiribati chain in the south Paahc. AltbtMgh 
the sunrise m Tonga is an hourbdiirfo PitTs, 
the King of Tonga has been emphasising his . 
trutupcard: sensational beaches., r 
. The most audacious attempt to capture the 
mi U»ju urn-spotters’ trophy comes from the 
Kiribati government, which has moved the 
• international Qa» tine which rin&throat 
its a rchi pe la go, is islands all now share tte 
same day. and dawn OT,fanuary ;l t .-20G(>, 
should break 20 nmuites ahead Island. 



























Wear anythingyou like as long as it's tartan. A woman dancing at Hogmanay—the Highland reel of course 


Continued from-page 1 
and a guaranieed narty, laced 
with alcohol, at almost every 
stop. We. drove. back with 
exaggerated care, giving every 
other car. a wide berth as we' 
weaved durway home. 

All that, of course, has ggpe. 
Te go any. distaoce in scar 
these days is-ctamderedposir 
trvdy antipodal* file, visiting, 
the first-fobtinff, the aid and 
tf«F Whisky 
increasingly ' redrmda^- In¬ 
stead weHqgpriariay on 
televisum. invented hr Scot¬ 
land bot oqjorted worldwide, 
courtesy of fee BBC. and an 
institution catted the' White 
Heath^Oubi 
It consisted of stars like 
Andy Stewart, swathed in lace 
and tartan, singing Donald 
When?* .Your Trooseri?, or 
Kenneth McKrilar with The 
Song of the Cfyde; Jimmy 
Shand and his band, Moira 
Anderson, and dainty girls in 
white blouses, with - la ce d 
pumps and printed toes, danc¬ 
ing ^Sdvrasche: or young 
men with fixed smiles and ah 
air of desperate gaiety, whisk¬ 
ing their partners through an 
Eightsome Reel- 
It isJiard to explain quite 
why ; fee Scots became so - 
addicted to this parody of their — 
own culture, but addicted they 
seemed to. bd. The writer Tom 
Nairn, conceding its enor¬ 
mous-popularity. described it 
as^a ht^e seffcontained uni¬ 
verse of Kitsch-." he thought it 
was probably endemic. Tar- 
taniy,-"-he Said, “will not 
wither away; if wily because it 
possesses die force of its own 
vulgarity — immunity from 
doubt.arid higher culture. 
Whatever forth of self-rule 
Scodaitfl "acquires, this is a 
substantial part of the inheri- 
tahcebeqneafeed to it. Prayers 
to the country's essentially 
sodaKsr or democ r atic Geist 
wiD not trialce if turn a haur". 

He was wrong. Twenty 
years an. the Scots have tired 
of the hid. routine- Whether it 
is naferrty;- or boredom, or 
simpiy a need to find some¬ 
thing new to enjoy, they have 
reinvented Hogmanay. The 
prospaa of ifome rule may 
haw sharpened the senses of a 



everyone contributes, enjoys a 
new popularity, wife clubs Hke 
the Riverside in Glasgow, or 
.the Tron in Edinburgh, 
packed every Saturday. These 
days it is called a “thrash 
ceilidh" — where, as The 
Scotsman columnist Tom 
Morton puts ft, “thqr play 
Jimmy Shand at three times 
the speed and four times as 
badly." 

•••• Fteter Irvine, whose agency 
helped transform fee Edin¬ 
burgh Hogmanay event, says 
that fee models for this new 
Scotland come from far afield 
— Sydney's Mardi Gras cele¬ 
brations or Basel's January 
parades rather than fee ghosts 
of Hogmanay past “There’s 
still the same basic need to 
congregate but the aspirations 
are far wider." ■ 


The ceilidh, a party where everyone contributes, is enjoying renewed popularity all over Scotland 




A nd if this is indeed 
the expression of a 
new Scotland, it is a 
thoroughly welcome 
one. It looks outwards to fee 
wider world rather than in¬ 
wards on its own jaded past It 
draws on tradition and adapts 
it rather than simply recycling 
it in an increasingly tired 
version. 

As a result it has begun to 
attract a growing inter¬ 
national audience. Last year. 
Edinburgh strained at fee 
seams as 300,000 people 
poured into the city centre for 
fee extravagant party in 
Princes Street Gardens, and 
the police feared for their 
safety. This time numbers will 
be restricted to less than 
200,000. You will need a ticket 
for the major events. 

Some things of course will 
never change. This New 
Year's Eve again, there win 
doubtless be drink taken, as 
they say in Scotland. If your 
idea of the perfect Hogmanay 
is clutching a half bottle of 
vodka and hanging on fee 
neck of a perfect stranger 
trying to remember the words 
of Flower of Scotland, you will 
find no lack of enthusiasts to 
share fee experience. But, 
before you slide into uncon¬ 
sciousness. you may find feat 
this year you've, had a better : 
timeofit . i 


A Japanese tourist enjoys the infectious atmosphere 


nation looking to new forms of 
culture. Its youth - demanded 
change, and change is what it 
has got • 

In Edinburgh, ;fee capital 
city, there will be. in the last 
days of December and on into 
the New- Year, a • five-day 
festival which has, in the space 
of just a few years, grown into 
the largest of ..its kind in 
Europe. Some 200.000 people 
witt pour into fee city, to enjoy 
an extraordinary range of 
entertainment, from jazz and 
classical music to street the¬ 
atre and fireworks. , 

I n place of Tam Naim's 
tartanry. there witt be 
Generik Vapeur, a post¬ 
modern street theatre 
group from France; ■ street 
performers from Melbourne, 
Milan, Paris and Lyon; in¬ 
stead of Andy Stewart there is 
the cult Scottish group. Tatas. 
and, in defiance of the White 
Heather Club there is salsa 
dancing in tire Club Latino, or 
a send-up of Scottish -dance 


bands called the Jimmy 
Shandrix Experience. 

Not that fee Scots have 
abandoned their past tradi¬ 
tions — far from it They have 
simply adapted them. Top 
fiddle players have made con¬ 
nections with musicians from 
Scandinavia to the southern 
states of America and have 
woven the music they have 
discovered into their reper¬ 
toire, mixing it freely with 
traditional Scottish melodies. 

The bagpipes are as popular 
as ever, but they have been 
subverted. Martyn Bennett, a 
brilliant young piper, whose 
audiences are equally young, 
combines his playing wife 
electronic accompaniment, 
crossing over into jazz, folk or 
even rave music. 

Popular groups like Runrig. 

Capercaillie, and Deaf Shep¬ 
herd. attract capacity audi- 
erioes. using Scottish folk 
music but playing it in ways 
they’d: never have recognised 
at the White Heather Club. 
The ceilidh, a party where 
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Dawn princess 
Caribbean cruises 

The Dam Princess Winter 1998/9 brochure is available now only at " % ; 

Lana Poly, where you can save np to 33% on a hoary Caribbean cruise. Enjoy a ? V-': 1 

choice of one or two week cruises taking in the beauty of up to ten different exotic 
ports of cafl in the Caribbean and experience the magnificence of Grand Class 
owshig on board the spectacular Dam Process. What’s sore os many erases, 
we’ll give yon a free cabin upgrade 
when you book at Lnn PolyL Just take 

out our Holidaycare insurance at the same time* Book now at yonr local / ? 

Lui Poly HeCdar Stop or call fa Cnrisc Hotline on 01203 223300^ 

With great offers like these, do wonder Lm Paly is No.l for cruises. 

Princess Cruises 




CHECK LEW POLY'S 
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oBar orcfecount. Offer ajpfes to new bookings otty. Lunn My reserve the right b withdraw thte offer witt*M notice. Typical Imiranre costs £M.7S far 17 days ajver 
tUnea are open MavFri 9am-7pm, Sal 9am-5pm. Sun 1Oarnlpm, Meftocb o! payment accepted MasKfcatWisa/Amarican &tpress/Swrtt*vOe»a. 


T^waywewoe Andy Stewaifs prijgnmune was exported worldwide. Right, preparing the haggis 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


Hoddle should give youth 




Owen, right is pushing his way into England's front line 


Y outh will be served 
as the boxing adage: 
somewhat under¬ 
mined by the longevity of 
such as George Foreman 
and Larry Holmes- In foot¬ 
ball. one is not quite sure. 
Less so than ever after Glenn 
Hoddle's extraordinary, 
gratuitous and surely exces¬ 
sive critique of Michael 
Owen: at just 18. the great 
hope of English foolbalL 
Hoddle. plainly, is as 
yet unconvinced. “There are 
certain things he needs to 
stamp out of his game." the 
England coach Slid, after 
watching Owen play, effect¬ 
ively. for England Under- 
21 against Greece last week, 
“and out of his off-the- 
pitch situation as welL 1 am 
not going into details \why 
not?] but he is not the finished 
article everybody says he 
is." 

Everybody? Hardly any¬ 
body. surely. Owen’s admir¬ 
ers, of whom 1 am very 
much one. are impressed by 
his tremendous pace and 
the way he uses it his preco¬ 
cious confidence, his intel¬ 
ligent positioning and 


passing, his courage to 
take on and resist the buffet¬ 
ing of bigger opponents. 

As things stand, Hoddle 
must surely fee! the hot 
breath of a gift-horse on 
his bee. As the England 
coach, it is his job to en¬ 
courage young talent — of 
which, goodness knows. 
we have little enough — rath¬ 
er than undermine it 

Yes, I would be delight¬ 
ed to see Owen in England’s 
eventual World Cup party. 
With Alan Shearer's recovery 
still uncertain. Ian Wright 
so sadly out of form, Robbie 
Fowler, Owen's fellow Liv¬ 
erpudlian — with whom 
Hoddle may somehow be 
confusing him — a present 
disappointment. Owen 
might prove the man Eng¬ 
land needs. 

Hoddle, perhaps, might 
cast his mind back to his own 
debut for England, a bril¬ 
liant display against Bulgaria 
at Wembley, capped by a 
spectacular goaL Whereupon 
Ron Greenwood, the Eng¬ 
land manager, dropped him 
bom the next game with 
the lapidary words: “Disap¬ 



pointment is part of 
footbalL" 

Later. Hoddle had to en¬ 
dure sustained humiliation 
from Bobby Robson. 
Greenwood's successor, until 
at last, in England's Amer- . 
lean training before die 


1986 World Cup, light . 
dawned and Robson joyously 
compared Hoddle to his 

idol Johnny Haynes. I had 
not realised die Road to 
Damascus passed through - 
Colorado Springs. What is 
it about England managers? 

But not only about 
them. When Argentina were . 
due to stage the 1978 
World Cup, their manager. 
Cgsar Luis Menotti, derid¬ 
ed to omit his own protegA 
Diego Maradona, then 17. 

The actual inside left 
Beta Alonso, did well enough 
and Argentina, after aLL 
did win die World Cup. but 
Maradona's virtuosity 
might have made things easi¬ 
er. It was, of course; differ¬ 
ent with the incomparable 
Prlt wbo might well have 
been regarded as the template 
rather than the exception 
wbo proves the rule, with his 
extreme youth. 

Pete was playing for 
Brazil at 16. At 17, be excelled 
in the I9S8 World Cup, 
scoring a hat-trick against 
France in the semi-final, 
two glorious goals against . 
Sweden in die finaL 


Ever since Matt Busby’s 

adventurous day, Manchester 
. United havebeen pre¬ 
pared commendably to give 
youth its fling, hence die 
nickname of the Busby 
Babes. 

Many years ago, after a 
match at Chelsea, tasked 
Busby about tfaisrpolicy, to 
, hear the simple but cogent re¬ 
ply “If you don’t put them 
in. yon cant know what 
youVe got" 

The muscular Duncan 
Edwards was United's regu¬ 
lar left half from the ageof 
17 until his cruel death after 
the Munich air crash at 
the ageof 21. By then he was 
an England star. 

Later. George Best 
would stintfllate as a teen¬ 
ager on United's wings. 

“& Pd been born ugly," he 
once modestly said, “you’d 
never have heard of Pelt” 

John Charles, who be¬ 
came the hero of Juventus. 
for whom he scored nearly 
100 ieaigue goals in four sea¬ 
sons, was a dominating 
centre half for Leeds United 
at 17 and was capped for 
Wales at that age; 


I mmediate ly before foe 
war. there were Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Wanderers’ so-called 
Buckley Babes, manager Ma¬ 
jor Frank Buckley’s teen¬ 
agers. allegedly fed on 
monkey gland tablets- 

Jimmy Mullen played 
in the 1939 FA Cup semi-final 
. at the age of 16. and went 
on to win England caps well 
after the war. £ 

■ Go slightly further bade * 

and we find another preco¬ 
cious outside left. Cliff 
“Boy" Bastfcn. of ArsenaL who 
moved in a cocoon of 

and had won every 

. honour in the game at the 

age of 19. 

Besides Owen, we have 
another remarkable l&-year- 
old in Danny 
Cadamarteri. of Everton, a 
compound of pace, power, 
courage and confidence; qual¬ 
ities displayed in their 
tune by Pete, Maradona, 

Best. Charles and Bastin, 
not to mention Owen. 

Such players are, bless¬ 
edly. hard to discourage. But 
Hoddle should stop deni¬ 
grating Owen. For bis own 
sake. 



Barnsley’s 
discarded 
hero has 
no regrets 

Mark Hodkinson meets the player 
left behind by his club’s historic rise 



BARKER 




T he ball was punted 
through the drizzle 
towards Bradford 
City’s penalty area. 
Amid a battery of elbows and 
knees jostling for kicking 
space. Paul Wilkinson volun¬ 
teered his forehead. The ball 
ricocheted beyond the goal¬ 
keeper. Aidan Davison, and 
sailed into the 
net. 

At 3.21pm on 
Saturdav. April 
26.1 Wilkin¬ 
son found him¬ 
self at the 
epicentre of Brit¬ 
ish football. His 
goal had set 
Barnsley on 
course for pro¬ 
motion to foot¬ 
ball’s top flight 
after a UOyear 
wait: hundreds 
had worn the 
Barnsley shirt 
before him. but 
he was the cho¬ 
sen man. 

After the 
match, the play¬ 
ers. with their 
wives and girlfriends, cele¬ 
brated long into the night and 
Wilkinson was feted at every 
turn. He was bought enough 
drinks to last anarher [ 10years 
and his fiancee had to step 
aside while appreciative fans 
planted beery kisses on his 
cheeks. "Thank you, thank 



you.” they blubbered, and 
swore their everlasting love. 

Sentimentality’ is an indul¬ 
gence afforded to football sup¬ 
porters. We reminisce, rue 
and romanticise until, eventu¬ 
ally. even +0 home defeats 
take on a charm of their own. 
Unfortunately, football clubs 
are not privy to this luxury, as 
Wilkinson soon 
discovered. 

As Wilkinson 
punched the air 
and danced 
across the turf, 
he was not to 
know that it 
would be his fi¬ 
nal full appear¬ 
ance at Oakwell 
in a Barnsley 
shirt He had 
played In all but 
one of Barns¬ 
ley’s games in 
the first divi¬ 
sion. but fell foul 
of the paradox 
that lifting the 
dub to a higher 
sratus also lifted 
him out of a job. 
The wealth gen¬ 
erated by promotion enabled 
Danny Wilson, the Barnsley 
manager, to purchase Georgi 
Hrisiov from Partizan Bel¬ 
grade and. a few weeks into 
the campaign. Ashley Ward 
from Derby County’. 

Just five months after his 
moments of glory, Wilkinson 
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Now and then: Wilkinson, at Mill wall. can look back happily to the day last season when his goal helped to end Barnsley’s 110-year wait to reach football's top division 


was collecting his boots from 
Oakwell and heading to 
London where he joined 
Miilwali in a £150.000 deal. 
The Barnsley supporters had 
promised him the world, but 
the dub balked at the two-year 
contract he felt he deserved. “It 
can be a harsh world, but 
ultimately we accept as foot¬ 
ballers that we are commod¬ 
ities. I had become surplus to 
requirements at Barnsley.” 
Wilkinson said. 

He joined Barnsley on a free 
transfer from Middlesbrough, 
where he had spent four 
seasons. He was reunited soot 
afterwards with his former 
Middlesbrough strike partner, 
John Hendrie. Die pair are 
efficacious: they have scored 
114 goals between them in five 
seasons together. “I was struck 
with Barnsley straight away. 
[| is a homely club bur it has a 
lot of ambition. There was a 
real buzz about the town,” 
Wilkinson said. He felt this 
energy at close quarters since 


he lived in Cawthome, on the 
outskirts of the town. 

While Barnsley’s trademark 
last season was thoughtful, 
passing football, Wilkinson 
felt his role was more rudi¬ 
mentary. “It was a real pass- 
and-mave team, but I gave 
them another dimension. I 
was the tallest, and since I'm 
not die most skilful player in 
the world, they tended to use 
me more as a battering ram 
and play off me," he said. 

At Christmas last year, 
Barnsley had lost just three 
times in 23 league matches. 
They have won just four 
games in 20 this season and 
have suffered the ignominy of 
conceding 51 league goals al¬ 
ready. Few Barnsley fans ex¬ 
pected anything but a fraught 
bartle for survival, but, inev¬ 
itably. there have been a few 
grumbles muttered into beers. 
Some fed that Wilson tinkered 
needlessly with the winning 
team. 

“1 think Danny should have 


given last year's team longer to 
come good, but I’m bound to 
think that, aren't I?" Wilkin¬ 
son said. “I have no hard 
feelings towards him or 
Barnsley, I always look for 
their score first" 

Wilkinson’s final appear¬ 
ance for Barnsley was against 
Chelsea when they were beat¬ 
en 6-0 in August He was 
substituted at half-time and 
had a spectator’s view of the 
second-half annihilation. “1 
think they've learnt a lot since 
then and have adapted well. 
There is no problem at Barns¬ 
ley because no one expected 
them to survive anyway." he 
says. “I've a sneaking feeling, 
though, that they are going to 
stay up. I don't think people 
appreciate the spirit and re¬ 
solve within the dub.” 

Instead of a season at foot¬ 
ball’s top table. Wilkinson is 
among the blood and thud of 
the journeymen of the Nation¬ 
wide League second division. 
He suffered a "whack on the 


ankle" last Saturday in 
Mill wall’s win against Wyc¬ 
ombe Wanderers and has 
spent most of this week under 
treatment “It’s a lot more 
physical than I expected." he 
said. He cannot complain too 
volubly’since Billy Bonds, the 
MiBwall manager, signed him 
chiefly because he can remem¬ 
ber fractious encounters when 
he was a defender with West 
Ham United and Wilkinson 
played for Nottingham Forest 
“I left him with six stitches, in 
his forehead after one match 
— and he still signed me," 
Wilkinson said. 

He has moved with his 
fiancee to Bromley. Kent, and. 
though he recalls his time at 
Barnsley fondly, he has no 
qualms about swapping dubs 
for the seventh time in his 
career. "I would have loved to 
have stayed there for another 
couple of seasons, but that’s 
not what I was offered." 
Wilkinson said. “That’s just 
die way it is in football." 


Spartak’s brave 
incorruptibles 
earn just reward 





NOT lone after the Spartak Moscow, 
players checked into the Oktyabr¬ 
skaya hotel on the eve of their 
important Russian League march 
against Rotor Volgograd, the tele¬ 
phones began ringing off the hook. 
Representatives of the local 
Iniimdomg — "Intimate Leisure" — 
firm were apparently touting for 
business at the bargain rate of 
200,000 roubles (£20) per hour. 

Oles Romanise'.', the Spartak 

coach, happily reported that such 
“provocation" was resisted and that 
all of his brave lads had declined the 
“sweet-voiced suggestions-. And to 
be absolutely safe, they refused to 

walk farther than 15 metres from the 
hotel entrance. Spartak’s clean-living 
souls went on to beat Volgograd and 


became Russian champions for the 
fifth rime. 

Parkinson floored 

Phil Parkinson, the Reading midfield 
player and one of the more rugged 
practitioners in the Nationwide 
League, has been involved in his fair 
share of incidents in a career span¬ 
ning 13 seasons. It was thus barely 
surprising when his two-year-old 

son. George, slipped over while 
kicking a ball around in the players' 
bar af Reading's Elm Park ground 
and fractured his left leg. 

A fnoMo-thigh plaster now covers 
the broken limb but Parkinson Jr. 
like dad. should soon be hack 
terrorising opponents. 


■ Scotland may Have to make their excuses and leave early from foe 
World Cup knees-up in France next year, but rbe omnipresent 
Tartan Army is sure to create a favourable impression. Yet when they 
invade Saint-Etiennc on June 23 for the game against Morocco, they 
mav be oulchanled by their rival fans. "We will he foe best-supported 
team in group A" Mnhanwd Berrada, the Moroccan Ambassador in 
Paris, said. “There will be displays of foe country's folklore in the stands, 
lots of banners and countless demonstrations of support of all kinds." 
Morocco Has more than 500.000 expatriates living in France. 

□ STRANGE BUT TRUE: Duncan Ferguson, the former Scotland 
striker rumoured to be wanting to leave Good is on Park, has had the 
Everton club badge tattooed on an arm. 


Tea and sympathy 

Howard Wilkinson, the Football 
Association technical director, is not 
noted for his histrionics. Dour, 
boring even, but never overdemons- 
trative ... or is he? Ian Baird, the 
recently retired captain of Brighton, 
tells an enlightening anecdote from 
an FA Cup'rie against Watford at 
Vicarage Road. “Howard wasn't too 
happy at half-time and came in 
ranting and raving.” Baird recalled. 
“He picked up a teapot and slung it ar 
the wall but. unfortunately, it re¬ 
bounded back and the tea went all 
over his face. He was writhing on the 
floor in agony.“ Must have been 
strong rea. 

Dancing Dell boys 

The Dell. Southampton, is much foe 
same as most football grounds before 
kick-off. with street-sellers hawking 
everything from dodgyburgers to 
programmes, from fanzines to 
T-shirts. Before the match against 
Leicester City , many Saints support¬ 
ers were made an offer with a 
difference when they were handed 
leaflets advertising the delights of 
The Silhouette nightclub in foe city'. 
Closer inspection revealed its special¬ 
ity to he topless table-dandng. 


McLean seeking to 
draw Rangers’ sting 


By Kevin McCarra 


FEW visiting teams approach Ibrox 
in a mood of optimism. However, 
having beaten Rangers once in foe 
Bell's Scottish League premier divi¬ 
sion and once in the Coca-Cola Cup 
already this season. Dundee United 
may view- the game today against the 
champions with equanimity. 

Over the past few weeks, it has 
been foe rest of the dubs that have 
left them in the doldrums. United 
were the rising farce in the premier 
division until they- met Critic twice in 
the space of eight days last month. 
The league game was lost 4-0 and. in 
foe Coca-Cola Cup final. Tommy 
McLean's team were beaten 3-0. 

In the three matches that followed. 
United also failed to score. let alone 
win. The sequence was broken only 
last Saturday, when they recorded a 
2-1 victory over a St Johnstone team 
that had been reduced to ten men. It 
hardly constituted a resurgence, nor 
would it pass for the harbinger of a 
happy afternoon at Ibrox. 

■United, all the same, are better 
than most at assimilating their 
disappointments and drawing 
shrewd condusions. when they first 
met Rangers this season, Marco 
Negri scored five times and United 
lost 5-1. It is hard to think of another 
dub that could so successfully re¬ 
vamp themselves and beat the cham¬ 
pions in their next two meetings, 
rationing Negri to a single goal over 
that pair of games. 


If Maurice Malpas remains his 
prescient self in defence and if. beside 
him. Steven Pressley recovers the 
form that vanished in the two heavy 
beatings by Celtic, then United could 
concoct a tense match whh Rangers. 
Even so. the visitors' fortitude should 
prove insufficient today. There was 
an intimidating potency about Rang¬ 
ers’ 5-2 mauling of Heart of Midlofoi- 
■ an last weekend. 

Walter Smith’s team have been 
peculiarly inconsistent this season, 
but there was such an abundance of 
fine play in the trouncing of Hearts 
that some of if must surely slop over 
into the weeks ahead. 

Celtic, with foe sturdiness that has 
seen them keep a dean sheet in their 
past six matches, look equipped to 
maintain a gruelling struggle and 
they are ortiy one point behind 
Rangers in the league. Today, they 
travel to face St Johnstone and may. 
be able to field Mare Rieper. the 
centre half who is now back in foil 
training after a caff strain. 

• Heans. the third-placed team who 
-take on Dunfermline.at East End 
Park today, trail Geltic by a single 
point but the Edinburgh dub will 
find it exceedingly hard to persuade 
the public that they are not, in reality, 
lagging for behind the Old firm. No 
matter what foe league table might 
say, a credibility gap has opened up 
after defeats by Celtic and Rangers in 
their past two fixtures. 



THE TIMES 

National 

Bridge 

Challenge 

Midland Private Banking 

LATEST QUALIFIERS 
FOR AREA FINALS 


LADIES: V. Englander fit M. Swann, V. Reeves fit V. Frearson, 

a PkkJes & V. Hansen, a Lyon & J. Berger, A Rootchenko 
& 1 Weyl, a Marx & P. Lowndes, C Collins & S. Salisbury, 
A Spooner && Behrmann, N. Ordisfi & C. Cooper, 

J. Moore fit E. Iota, W. Steavenson & N. Cannon Brookes, 

$. Will & D. Brrshan, j. Turner & E. Roberts, R.C. Benson & 
J. Benson, S. Flett & J. Mair, H. Baxendale & N. Mayo, 

5- Shaw & M. Beilerby, M. Bowness &J. Williams, 

N. Buxton fit K. Manners; P. Sheehan & K. Teftsdier, 

S. Plain & N. Cannon Brookes, A Norman & P. Post, 

J. Pearson &P. Udingftam, D. Gasket! fit P. Anon, 

H. Jennings & P. Wilson, M. Shrimpton fit $. Phelps-Penry, 

S. Hudson & E. Lamaison. B. Kotkowska & M. Haughian. ’ 

T. Gflham & M. Kelly, M. Hay & j. White 

MENS: M. Barton-Smith & A McCulloch, S. Bakhtiar & p. Stocken, 

M. Adams & B. jacomb, W. Johnson & D. Bland, ' 

FA CiintOQ fit M.j. BraKhwaite, P. Booth & J. Wilson, 

R. Edmonds fit J. Nevin, N. Enoughs & Aj. Dawn, 

T. Fathers & N. Fried, T.D. Ogden & R. Cookson, 

P. Shanahan fit D. Brown, J. Stewart & S. Holooft 

MIXED: P. Wright & S. Rolles, j. Booty & A Knott, J. Stocken & 

J. Mffliken, B. Raven &H. Ashar, K.Leefit A Bradshaw, 

N. Paul & R. Jaffer, M. Sftaram & D. Cutler, K. Stedman & 
A Harvey, A Codterill & S. Cockerill, R. Mascali & 

N. Denny, R. Connell fit J. Connell, M. Cooper fit w. Cooper, 
j. Finlay & J. Skinner, J. Newton fir D. Newton. 

B. Fernandes fir J. Evans, H. Rogers & M. Bogue, a Kong & 
A MHne, P. White fir S. Moazed, H- Amo & D. de Almeida 

S. Stocken fit £. Hyde, P. Shaw fit a Body 

SOCIAL: T.G. Reilly fir A Reilly, C Griffiths & E Waddington, 

H. Jtaylance & K. Birdiall, P. Canneil & A Thomsen, 

M. Miller & H. Stevens* j. Raynor & L Raynor, T. Maher & 
A BlakesSey 
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shopping 


|j jL^35Sf5^1Ste- 

$ Svin a S S 1S ^ -■* sX£ 

r,T n , e * n, 1 Tomasz Starzewski — and 
k* Sfjjf u ^aracteristically fine fabric 
^ SSL 113 * **? -with delicate 
fc* fai i^ ^ deSl- 
n *’ Lo n gish jackets, m other words. 

?9 land <* business suits 

V i; 5J ^ ,cro starts, however, the greatcoat is 
^ still tang, and long, sweeping styles that 

H 351 ^ ^ Sean’s offerings are 

U^iorter and more elegant Euise 
.^G run berg of FemineJla — which sells 


cuts for winter warmers 


JJj* 50,000 coats a year, from £260 to 

®®ys the trend is' for glamour. 

Goats that you fell you had to buy, 
becaua; they were too luxurious to leave 
behind." Best-sellers have been those with 
^Japariese feel, ; or 1950s styles with 
««* starts in cashmere or angora. 

Although fashion editors have been 
queueing for particular models — Prada's 
double-face cashmere greatcoat. Marc 
Jacob s bohemian herringbone design, 
Tmn Ford’s fax-far collared wool cover-up 
and Alexander McQueen’s pinstriped, 
shapely dresscoar — there are high-street 
items just as cove-table, for half the price. 

For those who favour generous mea- 
sures and broad shoulders, there is a long 


wool coat with fake-fur trim fay Pours II 
Honda at Debenhams for £200, a sharply 
tailored grey version by MarksA Spencer 
far £150, and military-style coals In Jigsaw 
and Hobbs far less than £200. 

A lthough many women have already 
bought their winter coats, thousands will 
be at the safes today, eager for a classic. 
An the department stores fisted in our sales 
guide (pages 14-15) have coals, many at half 
price — from a Nicole Farhi swing coat 
with fake-fur collar for £299 at Fenwick to a 
brown wool Episode overcoat with fake 
feopardskin collar far £179, and tang Mack 
fake-fur coat at H&M for £49.99. 

Usa Grainger 


LEFT: Black leather coat, 
£1.750. Scappa, Browns. 
23-27 Soulh Motion 
Streei. W1 (0171-491 
7633) Red line-knit 
rolfneck. £68. John 
Smedley. SeHridges. W 1 
(0171-580 5075). Grey 
wool trousers, from£140 
to £175, to order, 
Burberry, IB-22 
Haymartet, SWI.and 
branches nationwide 



ABOYE mffltaiy-sjyte black coat, £290; black suede bodte.-EI 25, Hobbs 
84 King’s Road, SW3. and branches nationwide (0171-586 5550). Dlamond- 
£6.Arfctoe, department stores nationwide (01773 525520) 
BELOW: charcoal woof-nro cod; £150, Marks & Spencer, selected 
braiches nafioriwlde (pr71-9K4422). Sheer knitted vest top, £ 390 , Gucd, 

18 Stoanq Street, SW1 (Q171-235 6707). Pinstriped pencil skirt, £190, made 
to.ordw r Cfemente«beiro (0171-409 7719). Grey metallic shoes. £295, 
Gm* 189 Soane Street, SW1 (0171-235 2932). Tights, Aristae, as before 





ABOVE- brown frock coat, £295. Cream knit roHneck, £169, 
Mulberry, 41 New Bond Street, W1 (0171-491 3900) 





Photographs ^Rldtaiti Burro. Hair and make-up by Sally Kvalhelm lor Jo Hansford (0171-495 7774). Styling by Amandlp Upped. 
Slot on location a> Chariton House Hotel. Charlton Road. Shepton Mallet, Somerset BA4 4 PR (01749 342008) 


THREE OF A KIND 


No woman 
can do 
without a 
pair of long 
boots this 
winter. 
Here are 
three of 
the beat 
LG 



Black leather 
silver buckle 
bools, £89, 
Clarks, branches 
nationwide 
(0990 785886) 


LORD 

Menswear 

SALE NOW ON 

Up to 50% reductions on selected 
shirts, knitwear and accessories 
70 Burlington Arcade, Piccadilly, W1 
Tel: 0171 493 5808 
































6 - gardening 


The 1 
will v: 
Mond 


TODAY 
MUs At. 
Americr 
count A 
Brunior 
Internal 
anisatio 
Depurd 

Griffith 

Chief 

Hudgki 

Knuisfc 

former 

sor D. 

former 

College 

U'illian 

Profess- 

Princip 

sit>- Coi 

Norma 

for. Taf 

Salihtn 

College 

Sierlini 

Janet S 

er. 51; 

jouma' 

the 

Tumbi 

62. 

TOMC 
Air Cc 
formex 


Cleaning up in Wiltshire 


BOBBtf MAYES 
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STEPHEN ANDERTON’S 

GARDEN ANSWERS 


Sitting pretty in his garden on the River Avon: James Dyson, who made a fortune from other people's dirt with his invention of the bagless vacuum deaner 


J ames Dyson spent two 
seasons drunk in charge 
of a stall at the Chelsea 
Flower Show. Maybe 
you were one of those who 
bought one of his Ballbarrows, 
causing him to have to take 
barrow loads of money to his 
bank in nearby Sioane Square 
and return for celebratory 
drinks. 

The barrows he invented 
paved the way for the Dyson 
bagless vacuum deaner, 
which put him 178th on The 
Sunday Times 1W7 Rich List 
at about £100 million. 

The invention has also 
allowed him and his wife. 
Deirdre, a painter, to buy Lord 
Puttnam's old mill house, with 
38 acres of land and up to six 
acres of water, in a Wiltshire 
valley seven miles from the 
Dyson factoiy. 

"I hate commuting and so it 
was a necessity to live some¬ 
where in this area." says Mr 
Dyson, who spent six years at 
the Royal College of Art. His 
father died when he was nine 
and his mnther died when he 
was in his early twenties, 
before he had made his 
fortune. 


ME AND MY GARDEN: JAMES DYSON 


Few people, other than 
friends, bother to explore the 
small dead-end lane that leads 
up to the Dysons' stately 
wrought iron gates. These 
open on to a large parterre 
courtyard flanked on two sides 
by the old mill house and on 
the third by the River Avon, 
which fumed the old mill. 

Box hedges are used to line 
formal beds that are centered 
around a tall stone fountain. 
Off-white roses fill the beds 
around the fountain, while 
beds at either end of ihe 
courtyard are a mass of laven¬ 
der. Surprisingly, this large 
parterre was made and plant¬ 
ed only nine months ago, but it 
appears to have been in place 
for years {the pop-up irrigation 
system has helped). 

Mr Dyson designed every 
centimetre of it. painstakingly 
mapping out precisely how 
each of the hundreds of differ¬ 
ent-sized cobbles should be set. 
“I did it on a drawing board." 
he says. "At work, everything 
is dune on computers, bur 2 
miss the penal and drawing 


board: that is a craft—my old- 
fashioned way. 

“I wanted the paths wide 
enough for two lovers to walk 
side by side easily without 
feeling squashed." 

Vast stone vases dot the edge 
of the courtyard and an old 
millstone has been elevated to 
form a table in which the 
cracks have sprouted weeds 
and nettles. 

"We are severe about colour. 
On the whole, red and pinks 
are vulgar and tarty. We have 
Only one flower bed. but a lor 
of area winch needs tendingr 
even if it doesn’t need 
weeding." 

The flower bed is in one of 
three secret gardens — enclo¬ 
sures along the river — this 
one banded by a curving brick 
wall which encompasses a 
planting of dahlias, delphini¬ 
ums. aJchemiila, asters, lambs 
ears and the early signs of 
oriental puppies. 

The Avon snakes through 
the garden, making a small 
island of one part of it. Lord 
Purmam built a series of 


humped bridges, one planted 
with wisteria to look like a 
Monet painting, and another, 
called the Mini-Monet, tiny in 
scale which crosses a rill-like 
tributary. 

A wild bog garden is plant¬ 
ed around the rill with 
gunnera, willows and yellow 
skunk cabbage (Lysichiton 
ameriainus). Downstream. 
Mr Dyson fly-fishes for trout, 
his favourite place being a 
small cascade of the Avon 
topped by stepping stones. 

I -t is a well-nscd garden. 
Every evening the 
Dysons walk in it — in 
winter it can be : lit-by 
floodlight — and erary omijr 
day Mr Dyson takes his three- 
mile run through part of the 
garden. Earlier this year, it 
was the venue for his fiftieth 
birthday parly. 

Things have come a long 
way since the young Dysons, 
weighed down by debt, did all 
their own weeding, mowing 
and planting. Now they do not 
know where the key to the 


garden shed is, and the main¬ 
tenance is left entirely to one 
full-time and two part-time 
gardeners, and the estate man¬ 
ager who is seeding a 16-acre 
wildflower meadow. 

Lord Puttnam 'planted 
22,000 trees, Mr Dyson six. 
but he invested in the ultimate 
boy’s toy: a car-tread digger 
which can scoop out trendies 
and plant trees. 

His plans are to build an 
orangery, a swimming pool 
and a tennis court and to plant 
an orchard with apples, green¬ 
gages and plums and a mul¬ 
berry tree in the middle. There 
will be pleached limes at one 
end and espaliered pears af 
the other. / 

The Dysons built their last 
garden, near Bath, from 
scratch. “We did a lot in 18 
years — mode a rose arbour, 
rose garden, pleached times 
and all the trendy things, but 
we moved because we wanted 
a bigger garden." says Mr 
Dyson, who also has a garden 
of about 40 acres in Provence. 
"I think French formal gar¬ 


dens are wonderful with their 
simple shapes of ovals and 
drdes. and the sheer, scale.” ./ 

- He has fond memories of his 
mother’s “wonderfully over¬ 
grown" garden in Ctey, Nor¬ 
folk. “She was very interested 
in plants and how. they grow, 
along with French architect 
tune, so I got dragged around 
galleries and gardens. In the 
end it all sank in, and .I am 
behaving exactly as my moth¬ 
er did 30 years ago. 

"The money makes the diP. 
ference." Mr Dyson says, 
"What is really lovely about 
life is the struggle and not -. 
havirw loads of money. I have 
this fear of going bankrupt 
because I've been so over¬ 
drawn for so much of ray life, 
bur it never kept me awake. 1 
still have that same worry 
because, allhough the com¬ 
pany is successful, we are still 
very ambitious. 

"The difference is the 
amount of cash In my pocket. 
The struggle is in me and it 
will go on. it’s like the garden: 
we are always changing it • 
and. if we stop, we move." 

Jane Owen 


r7=Tl About four years ago 
IVt J was given a sett- 
sown seedling of Clematis 
tanguiica. For three years 
It hardly grew. Then, last 
spring, away it went, with 
6fFSft shoots in all direc¬ 
tions. I trained it up a 
southwest-facing wall, 
where C. Montana flour¬ 
ishes. but ft didn’t flower- 
Can 1 hope for flowers nod 
year? — J- Hammond, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire. 

rjTl This yellow-lantem 
lAI flowered clematis 
ought to have been in 
bloom from June until the 
frosts. Unwins’ selection of 
C. tansutica ’Sunstar’ will 
even flower in 12 weeks 
from seed. I suspect your 
plant, was not given the 
deep," rich, planting hole' 
which gives clematis The 
flying start they need. Now 
that it has got its roots 
down, it is prepared to 
.grow, but not flower. Prune 
ft down to 5fi-6fL give it a lot 
of rich compost and, if it is 
not in flower by next July- 
August. scrap it and start 
again from a named clone 
. or selected seed. 

ITT] three months ago I 
IVI planted a maiden¬ 
hair tree. Ginkgo bitoba. 
tt is 20in high and has a 
side-shoot I3in long. 
Should I prune it off, and 
when? Is it worth trying to 
root it? — H.Pnce, 
Duffirid. Derbyshire. 

fXj Young ginkgos have a 
I-OH nasty habit of bushing 
out taw down and failing to - 
make a decent leader. I 
would cut bade any unusu¬ 
ally vigorous ride-shoots to 
a few buds, (this is called 
"feathering" the tree.) 

Next year, when frosts 
are past and the tree is. 
growing, give it a shot of 
high-nitrogen feed. once, to 
force the leading bud into 
action, and keep any more 
strong side-shoots nipped 
back, to force ihe energy 
upwards. 

Once you have encour¬ 


aged it to form a leader, it 
should develop the leader 
unassisted in future years. 

This problem is not un¬ 
common in conifers grown 
from cuttings; if an uncom¬ 
petitive. weak sideshoot is 
used to make a cutting, it 
can fail conspicuously to 
develop the strong central 
stem needed by the tree. For 
these reasons, and because 
ginkgos are not easy to 
grow from cuttings, I would 
throw away the ride-shoot. 

f 7 *n My garden is small 
IVI and the sofl poor and 
stony. It desperately needs 
compost, but I have no 
room for a heap, or even a 
bin. Could I make satisfac¬ 
tory compost in black poly¬ 
thene bags? — J. Bourne. 
Saffron Walden, Essex. 

® Composting in strong 
black bags, such as 
old compost sacks or even 
heavy-duty bin liners, is 
. possible, but remember to 
poke some holes in the rides 
to let the air in. Plastic keeps 
the heap-moist, which is 
good, but short of the 
oxygen needed for decom¬ 
position. Nor can you easily 
turn the contents of a bag to 
let more air in. 

When dealing with small 
amounts of compost, it is 
practical and worthwhile to 
chop up ail the waste into 
small pieces with secateurs, 
ft will rot much faster, and. 
if you add some biological 
compost accelerant such as 
Biotal. it will work even 
faster. If your soil is so 
hungry, why not "buy a 
small vemtin-proo f bin (you 
can. get them only 30in 
high), so that you can put in 
all-your kitchen waste, too? 
Small compost heaps be¬ 
come too dry to work, but 
small compost bins are very 
efficient" 

m Write co: Garden Answers, 

' Weekend, The Times. 

-1 Pennington Street London 
El 9XN. Advice is offered 
without legal responsibility. 
Enclosures accompanying 
■letters cannot be returned 

GARDEN PICTURE LIBRARY ' 






Clematis tangutica needs plenty of rich compost 


WEEKEND COURSES: Walk in the Wye Valley, become a blacksmith in West Sussex, fish in Scotland or ride on Dartmoor 


I NEW YEAR BREAKS 

Trail riding weekend, for exper¬ 
ienced riders only, in the Brecon 
Beacons on January 2-4 with 
farmhouse accommodation: £150: 
Pottery weekend in Wcobley. 
Herefordshire, £144. Just two of die 
courses wiih Acorn Activities of 
Hereford (01432 83008$ 

West African Festival ar ihe Mus¬ 
eum of Mankind. Burlington Gar¬ 
dens, WI (017J-323 851 If from today 
until Dec 30. Music, dance, pottery. 
African fotd and stories. Admis¬ 
sion free. 

Ski weekends in Scotland during 
January. From the Mercury Hotels 
in Avi mwretnr Fort William from 
£75 per head, half-board, Fuji 
details on Freephone OSOO 70041X1. 
Guided walks from ihe Rothay 
Garden Hotel. Grasmere, Cum¬ 
bria (015394 .355341. Prices, all 
inclusive, from £225. 

Antiques for beginners the 
Alexander technique. Two une-day 
courses un January 3 at Dillingtcm 
House. 11 minster. Sumerser (01460 
55Sti6/. £24 per course. 

New year retreat at Ammerdnwn 
Centre. Radsiock. near Bath (01761 
433709). 

.Multi-activity breaks m Cam¬ 
bridgeshire. Archery, day pigeon 
shinning, pokarfing. ar ihe Hay* 
rock. Wansford. ' Peter borough. 
Cambridgeshire (017S0 7S2225]. 
From £110 for two nights. 

Organic gardening! herb gar¬ 
dens food as medicine: art and 
medieval history: walking in the 
Wye Valles-. A selection of the 
course at Courtfield Manor. 
Guudrich. Herefordshire (01504 
361435,. Prices from S8KI00. 
Egyptology. A two-day course ar 
Burton Manor College. South 
Wjrrul iUl5!-?36 5172). Price £°S 
inclusive. 

The Paston letters: writers’ 
Venice the art and architecture 
of the Islamic world. All at the 
University of Cambridge 101954 
210636) from January 2-4. Price 
£120 per course, inclusive. 

Cabinet making; refinishing 
antique furniture, basic black- 
smithing- All on January 2-i at 
West Dean College. Chichester, 


Learn to 
be lord 
of the dance 




Learn to belly dance at Burton Manor College. Cheshire 


West Sussex 101243 311301). Prices 
from £97. 

Calling ail pianist* boxes and 
gifts in fabric. At Houston Hail 
Residential College. Irchester. 
Northamptonshire iOi933 312UH). 
Price £$■*. 

JANUARY 9-11 ~~j 

A day at the Wells- A visit tu 
Tunbridge Wells in Rent. Plus 
antique shops and stately homes 
from the Hotel du Vin & Bistro. 
Tunbridge Wells (G1S92 536455). 
Weekend rates from £69 per night. 
Belly dancing. Learn the basics un 
a weekend course at Burton Manor 
College. South Wirral, Cheshire 
(0151-3% 51721. All inclusive. £93. 
Barber shop singing: winter 
landscape painting: France and 


England, a love-hate relationship. 

Courses available this weekend ai 
Missenderr Abbey. Great Mi&sen- 
den, Buckinghamshire -01494 
800205). Prieto'from £:??. 

Writing romantic fiction: Chi¬ 
nese bnashwortu this weekend at 
DiUingmn House. Kmir.stex. Som¬ 
erset <01460 52427;. From Eiltf. 
Time travelling in the West Coun¬ 
try. confidence building for 
women: Hits weekend at Hiuham 
Hall. Baswenrftwaire Lake. 
Cuckermcuth. Cumbria 'CJ176S7 
7o27ri;. Price from £!il 
Exploring Spain: computing 
skills: reflexology. Ail this week¬ 
end at Hill Residential Centre. 
Abercas’enny, South Wales (01495 
553777). From £SS. inclusive. 

Get fir for the new yean calming 
techniques and alternative thera¬ 


pies. AD this weekend at Lanca¬ 
shire College, Charley. Lancashire 
(01257 260900). £95 per course. 

An Itnfiaa weekend: the ritual 
yean ancient Egyptian painting. 
Four courses this weekend at the 
University of Cambridge, 
Madingley Hall 101954 210636). 
Price EIZn. 

The early (9th-century great 
house: At ihe University of Oxford 
Department of Continuing Educa¬ 
tion, Rowley House, Oxford (01865 
270360). Price EM. 

The Holy Land and the Old 
Testament literature on Venice; 
America in the 1960s. At WansfeD 
College, Theydon Buis. Essex 
(OHB2S13027). Price £85. 

'0':, January 

Salmon fishing on the River Tiy. 
From the Baitathie Hotel. 
Kindaven. Perthshire 1 01250 
S8326S). Gillie and boat provided. 
Half-board from £80. 

Winter survival weekend in the 
Brecon Breacons. Two nights, 
equipment and instruction prov¬ 
ided: £110. With Acorn Activities of 
Hereford (01432 S30083). 

Flying weekend break. Win your 
wings in a Tomahawk aircraft on a 
weekend at the Angel HoteL 
Midhurst. West Sussex (01730 
812421). Flights aba available in a 
hot-air balloon or a microlight. 
Prices from £135 per night, includ¬ 
ing one-hour flight. 

Weekend walking or riding on 
Dartmoor. From Lewtrcndwd 
Manor Hotel, Lew down, mar 
Okehampton. Devon (0l5hb 
785256). Prices from E105-£145. 
Northamptonshire — birthplace 
of the VSA: recorder playcre 
weekend: lace. Three varied week¬ 
end courses at Kn vision Hall, 
Irchtster. WdUngbornugh, North¬ 
amptonshire (01933 312104). Price 
per course £S9, inclusive. 
Computers without consternation; - 
texture in landscape how to be a 
freelance writer. All this weekend 
at the Old Rectory. Fittleworth. 
West Sussex (01798 So5306). Price, 
residential, from £114. 

Robin Neiuands 
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A sk anyone for tbdrmmjories of 
thdr favourite plants fold 

/■■A people,and you’ll find they are 
L JLahvays interlocked with a cer- 
JjMn place and time. As theyear comes toa 
dose, I asked ron*. luminaries of die 
gardening world with whidi plant they 
had had a nManorat^encounter m l997. I 
wanted to know-whidi plants gavethem 
great pleasure, and wfodv. offered grear 
value for space ihisyrear: 

RosemaryVerey is known across die 
world fbrher garden at Barnsley House 
in Gloucestershire, and for her collabor¬ 
ation with the Prince of Wales on the 
gaidenfo Hijiteovei Without hesitation, 
she Hdd me mat her plant of 1997 was a 
smart new. nastolfeoiii ‘Red Wcodef. It 
pleased me to see someone putting in a ‘ 
goodwordier a variety of this did cottager 
garden favourite, Tmpaeolum.majus. 

Mrs Verey said: “I bought four plants of 
this annual nasturtium at the Chelsea 
Flower Show in 1996. They are a real 
wonder — jewsrypfte wanted one — so we. 
; jropagatedfoem from soft cutting cm the 
mist bemi where they rooted within days. 
The leaves'itte "a rich green with an 
overtone of crimson matching the lus¬ 
cious. deep red Sowers. 

“The plant makes a compact mound 
about 3SqnVsquare,, with masses of 
flowers, some hiding in the foliage, some 
standing well above it It succumbs to the 
slightest, frost, and I am Jipt sure if 
seecfimgs will come true, but at least our 
curtingsjitesfoer .... .. 

Some'gidd lessons there. Even 
"aimuaTnasturtiums. such as the double 
‘ Hermine GrasbofP. can be kept going 
from year fo. year , by means of cuttings 
under cool glass. And an ill-bred nastur¬ 
tium is onewhich hides its flowers in the 
foliage irafl they almost disappear. They 
should be avoided. 

Gartering- guru .Alan Ttotanaish 
")emembers.1997 by a rhododendron new 
to him. foe. tender Rhododendron veil- 
ch iamtm 'Xiiiatfibought from that 
erorilent iforsay for fruit and conserva¬ 
tory planJSrTjteads. of Hales Hall, Loddon. 
in NorfoHfe v. 

“Irs.a footer specks from Burma, most 
common^ggfownasapotplantforacool. 
conservator in Britain it produces tong, 
white, scented trumpets in late winter and 
early spiring," he said. In the wild it tends 
to be epiphyte; planting itself in the forks 
or stumps, of other trees, and it has a 


M*kei2mhardwood 




“slightly gawky habit”, made tip for. in 
Mr Tttdunarsh’S eyes, by the perfume 
and die attractive peeling bark. With a 
litde care it can be persuaded into a mare 
satisfying shape.. 

Beth Quito is known for her under¬ 
standing of plants, and especially herb¬ 
aceous perennials. In summer, Dutch 
tourists come to her Colchester nursery in 
droves. Intent on serious baying and 
revering it as a kind of horticultural 
Harrods. For her. 1997 was a shining year 
for Sedum ‘Matrana’. whidi simply 
ignored the drought in her gravel garden 
and grew well. 

“I brought ‘Matrona’ home from Ewald 
Hugin of Fteiburg” she said. “He selected 
it in his nursery as an outstanding 
seedling and from spring to winter it 
catches the eye. Stout stems clothed in 
large: fleshy, purple-tinted leaves carry 
wide heads of dusky rose-pink, starry 
-flowers in late summer. It's still good in 
winter, when the seedheads turn coffee 
brown. - I mow it with AlUum 
hollandiaun ^because it is good for 


mildewed and rusty leaves to its sister 
variety.. ‘Flower Carpet Pink’, but it 
resisted all infection." 

You cannnat get a better recommenda¬ 
tion than that It is a cracking rose. Pity 
about tiie miserable name. 

Hantsman Roy Lancaster is known for 
his plant-hunting expeditions across the 
world. Fresh back from the rainforests 
and moors of Patagonia, he was keen to 
recommend a lush evergreen ground- 
cover, Reinedda cameo. (Remember 
“wiy-neckia” if the name wont stick) “It 
grows in sun or shade and in any soil, and 
has pale pink, starry flower spokes from 
late summer into autumn. It is easy to 
grow and propagate and it looks good all 
year round," he said. (There speaks the 
plantsman.) 

Geoffrey Smith, of Gardeners' Ques¬ 
tion Time, is one of the kindest men I 
know. Without hesitation, his candidate 
for plant of 1997 {and perhaps every year) 
was a good old silver birch, Betula 
pendula. tie planted one as a seedling 25 
years ago, and it is now his grandfatheriy 
pride and joy. 

“There is nothing more elegantly beau¬ 
tiful in winter than the patter silver birch 
with its white stems and weeping 
branches,” he said. “In spring its plum- 
purple in bud, then a haze of pale green as 
the buds open, and a rich green in 
summer, but never heavy. And then in 
autumn irs a gorgeous yellow. It's a plant 
that simply can’t be beaten." 
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have faded. It has a lovely texture contrast 
with woolly grey foliage too.'’ ' 

The gardening broadcaster and writer 
Nigd Colborn pur a rose at the top of his 
list for 1997. the low-mounding 'Flower 
Carpet White*. “It is such a good rose — 
masses of flowers all season long, and 
they are gently scented," he said. “I grew 
two in big tubs, fed and watered mem 
regularly, and they did marvellously. The 
foliage stayed perfectly green and glossy, 
with no signs of disease. I even strapped 


B ut can I follow it? Well, I will 
choose Heliopsis ‘Sommersonne’ 
(Summer Sun 1 ) for 1997. What 
generosity this easy perennial 
has. By June m my garden it was opening 
its first chrome-yellow 3in daisies an 
unsupported 30-4Oin stems, and it never 
stopped until November. Even now, in 
December, its skeleton stems still stand. 
bolt upright 

In July through to October it made a 
glowing partnership with bright orange 
Tithonia rotundifolia Torch’, planted out 
in mid-June. But the real miracle was 
that, in my rarefy rained-upon garden in 
north Essex, the first flowers to open in 
June started to look shabby only In 
October. There was no need far any dead¬ 
heading at all until the last few weeks of 
the season. All I had to do was enjoy the 
.show. Like Wordsworth, but more 
cheerful. 
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GUARDIAN SECURITY SHUTTERS 
HELP KEEP YOUR HOME & 
POSSESSIONS SAFE & SOUND 

FUad to your windows and doas they are da ideal deferent (or 
frae or Maiden. No wonda ewer 25 niton homeowners 
frou^nut Eucpe are now enjoying fa peered mind Security 
Shivers an bring. Fiity fried by our team of instated in a choice of 
colours, afar dedramcaly or monuafy operated-, fay are fa 
ideal sdutan far lame security. 
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FOR A FREE BROCHURE RING 

01484 461010 

OS JKIUM 1HF COUPON mow WITHOUT pflUMUCW 


FREEPOST SEND TODAY • NO STAMP REQUIRED 


| PoM to: OUAMHAN SCCUtfTT SHUTTBtS, 

* repost, m in, HUNnsnoo, »» m 

I MR/MRS/MS_ 


Used stagty or m groups, (Ms solid 
black primed finish wrought Iron rose 
arch provides a classic frame to 
display tombing cascades of roses or 
eftnbing plants. 

The perfect way to create focal pofots, 
the fractional style ach takes you 
from one point of the garden to 


USE SINGLY OR 
IN GROUPS TO 
MAKE FABULOUS 
FLORAL TUNNELS 
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VISIT OUR FACTORY SHOP 
8 DISPLAY GARDEN 
SAT 27th 9am - 5pm. 
SUN 28th 10am - 4pm. 
MON/TVESJFRI Sam -5pm 
WED 31st Sam - 1pm. 
CLOSED NEW YEARS DA 
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breaking the law’ 


I i is the third day of Christmas. I 
expect to be shortly in receipt of three 
Frend j hens, thanks to my True Love 
who has already shelled out for two turtle 
dows and a partridge in a pear tree. 

So far. it has not been easy. When my 
True Love first announced that she was 
guine to send me a different present 
every day. I was nt first elated: but as l 
thought mure about it and how regula¬ 
tion-bound life is becoming in die 
countryside. :t mighty dread filled my 
troubled mind. 1 .seriously douht whether 
it is srill possible to send the traditional 12 
gifts of Christmas as laid down in the 
L-arol. without causing offence or break¬ 
ing the law. 

Let us take the partridge m the pear 
tree. The pear tree seems risk-free, but 
the partridge came with a note warning 
me that asking a partridge to sir in a tree 
for 12 days was a serious infringement of 
irs litem-. If I insisted, then I may be 
required to prove die bird was offered 
counselling before being released. So I 
sent it back. 

Then came two rurtle doves. Alas, my 
true love had gone about this in a 


Gold rings? Best in bulls’ noses 


slapdash way and faffed to determine the 
sex of each before buying them. Un¬ 
nerved iy the note which came with the 
partridge, I now fear that if they both 
rum out to be of the same sex, while 
being heterosexual!)- inclined, it could 
amount to cruelly and bring the demon¬ 
strators round. There was also cross- 
infection to think of with the droppings of 
that mangy old partridge still adhering 
to that tree. They would all have to be 
tested by the Ministry of Agriculture. 
Best lose the turtle doves too. 

Instead of the rhree French hens, a note 
of apology. It was from a chicken 
supplier just outside Calais who was so 
incensed by Dr Cunningham's proposed 
ban on the import of French beef into 
Britain that he told me he -would die 
before selling so much as a single French 
hen to my True Love, let alone three. 

I was dreading the four calling birds. 
There has been a spate of cases recently 


where incomers into 
rural areas have suc¬ 
cessfully gone to 
court in order to 
silence neighbouring 
cockerels. However. 

I was somewhat re¬ 
lieved to discover 
that according to 
The New Oxford 
Books of Carols, the 
original uses the 
word “cally-birds". 

Imagine my distress 
on reading the foot¬ 
note to discover that 
caUy birds are black¬ 
birds. YouTi spend less time in jail for 
walking into a bank with a balaclava 
over your head than for trying to capture 
a songbird. Roll on day five. 

Gold rings? Only one use for those, 
and that's putting them through the 


DOWN TO EARTH 



PAUL HEINEY 


noses of buds. Have 
they outlawed that 
yet? If anyone ob¬ 
jects, there will be no 
point telling them 
that the ring is the 
only way a farmer 
can control a ton of 
snorting beef on the 
bone. But if there is 
the slightest him that 
the bull isn't happy 
with it, rings 
through noses will 
be as much a thing of 
tiie past as oxtail 
soup. Better not to be 
caught in possession of gold rings. 

Now I'm getting angry. She sends me 
six geese a laying! Salmonella tested? 1 
bet not She wouldn't think of that For all 
she cares, I could pass on one of those 
foul, infected eggs to a passing pensioner 


or pregnant lady and be sued for evay 
penny I've got. 

Ami she can forget the seven swans a- 
swimming. Apart from having to provide 
a qualified life-saver while swimming is 
taking place, does she not know that all 
swans are the property of the Queen? 

E ight maids a milking! Now. here 
she has got it dead right We need 
more young people, in proper 
employment. I shall welcome the milk¬ 
maids. The nine ladies dancing can. go 
elsewhere, frankly. Srrippagrams may 
be fine for William Hague, but some of 
us round here have a sense of dignity. As 
for the ten lords a-leaping. 1 do not expect 
they will turn up. Mr Blair will have got 
rid of them. 

And if anyone thinks I am fooled by the 
11 pipers piping, think again. This is 
dearly a covet for a gathering of soarHO- 
be-redundant hunting-horn blowers. 


Once public opinion 

court this is just the kind of uwtfrr* 
spon. ui» j Iirva< runtrs. 


&u^-dressing upas pipers. 

s£S military bandsman^ 
streets by the Ministry^ Defence U-edo 
notUke theMoD’sleanngsroimd^ 
Not only did the}' make a mas rfOrford 
Ness before flogging u m the Nauonal 
-Trust, Chev have now' pulled out o. an air 
{££firing dereliction and confusion. 

ifthe milkmaids intend to pracnse-ihetr 
skills and as a result produce 
■unpasteurised milk, the Government 
intends to ban it in the new rear- No 
matter that it does less harm to drmkers 
than the treated stuff. I am now down to 
the Dear tree. Attached to this is a label. It 
reads:*Thi 5 tree will produce fruit which 
may be hard before it ripens. This fruit 
may foil and could injure persons below. 
Protective headgear is advised at all 
times." Happy new year. 
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y Readers' letters are welcome on countryside riitiienito: Paul Hezftey, .Weekend, The T5inesii^■.!® Saturday mantk ; -■ 

The leaders of 
the sled pack 

Sally Jones discovers the exhilaration of riding 
through snow with a team of Siberian huskies 


S hnngo. the huge, wolf¬ 
ish lead husky, boun¬ 
ces oft into the air on 
straight legs, and 
hays. It is a spine-tingling yell 
uf delight at rhe outing in 
prospect. The rest of the eight- 
dug team harnessed in pairs 
respond as John Coyne, their 
musher. unfastens the line 
anchoring the racing sled to 
his van and pulls the snow- 
hooks from the frozen ground. 

All six dogs hurl themselves 
forward. The sled spurts for¬ 
ward over the first snow along 
an icicle-hung forest path of 
Christmas-card prettiness. 

For the soft-spoken Mr 
Coyne, this is a lifetime's 
obsession. A former American 
diplomat and Cambridge 
resource economy don. he now 
farms sheep and barley near 
Aberdeen. He is also head of 
Britain's Sled Dog Sport Fed¬ 
eration. which is'lobbying to 
have the sport accepted as an 
Olympic event. 

Mr Coyne wa> one of the 
pioneers of sled-dog raring in 
Britain, which during the past 
20 years has grown to a 
minority cult, with more than 
500 teams training and com¬ 
peting regularly, mainly on 
wheeled rigs because of the 
shortage of snow. 

He lives with his wife. Kari, 
in a Ifth-century casile near 
Aberdeen. He admits it is his 
passion for the huskies, rather 
than the sport's backwoods he- 
man appal, that fascinates 



John Coyne and his huskies. “An outing is a privilege” 


him. In his twenties, he 
trained his highly intelligent 
pet husky to run with him 
while he was skiing. 

When he settled in Scotland 
nearly 20 years ago, Mr Coyne 
acquired three huskies and 
began harnessing them to race 
—so successfully that his team 
often beat the amateurish 
four-dog outfits then compet¬ 
ing in British events. 

Td always been interested 
in primitive Siberian huskies,” 
he says, “and started import¬ 
ing Seppala dogs, which are 
developed from huskies bred 
by the Chuchi Indians in 
Siberia for their power and 
endurance. The skill is to pick 


HUSKY FACT FILE 


DO HUSKIES make good pets? No. is the answer, 

Yeritc Reily Collins writes. Huskies are pack animals and 
prefer animal companionship. They also love a fight 
H iiskv heaven is sleeping on ground in minus 2QC, so 
they are not really suited to Britain's coldish winters and 
warm summers. They are even less suited to indoor 
life. Many adult huskies are abandoned because they 
aren't happy indoors. H usky dog-racers are constantly 
being phoned by police forces who have found yet 
another abandoned dog that needs adopting. 

Huskies chase anything, and a husky with no 
cxerci&c is a destructive animaL Huskies are also bad in 
cities, as the) 1 have no road sense. However, harnessed 
up. they will pull a sled for up to 100 miles in a day. 

If nu amount of advice will deter you from owning 
one — nr a few. seeing as they arc pack animals -- advice 
can besought from the Siberian Husky Clubof Great 
Britain. Send a large sae to 3 High Street Lamport 
Northamptonshire NN69HB. 


a team of personalities which 
complement one another." 

He trains 20 dogs and 
builds up their stamina over 
for longer runs than the 
typical distance of three to five 
miles, often covering more 
titan 20 miles in two hours. 

Training the new litters 
starts when the pups are about 
four weeks old. Mr Coyne 
walks the mothers and the 
pups follow. Over several 
months, the walk becomes a 
run and. once the dogs can 
outpace him. Mr Coyne har¬ 
nesses them to his waist arid 
runs behind, teaching them 
the commands: "Gee!” (turn 
right) and “Haw!” (turn left). 
Then conies the outing with a 
sled. 

"I make the light raring 
sleds out of ash planks,” he 
says. “It's difficult to halt the 
dogs in full cry and 1 use my 
heels. I've had one or two 
prangs when the dogs have 
bolted after deer, but it's part 
of the padc-hunting instinct 
that also makes them run 
well.” 

The sport demands high 
levels of fimess from the 
mushers as well as the dogs, 
and Mr Coyne usually runs 
alongside the sled during up¬ 
hill sections to reduce the load. 
During downhill runs, the 
team can reach 25mph. so any 
musher not acting as passen¬ 
ger would soon be left behind. 

I reluctantly agreed to an 
outing aboard Mr Coyne's 
sled. Sitting bolr upright cm 




Helen and Shango are pack leaders in a team of six. They love racing so much they scream to be oft and can cover 20 miles in two hours : 


the planks. I braced myself as 
he released the sled amid a 
chorus oF screams. At once, 
hundreds of pine trunks and 
snow-covered bushes 
skimmed past us as though on 
a rapid conveyor bell. The sled 
crackled, rocking across 
glass) puddles and rutted ice. 
I held on for dear life while Mr 
Coyne sang out the commands 
that sent the team winding as 


one dog down the forest trails. 

The first moment of stark 
terror came whenihey essayed 
a sharp left turn. With the sled 
bucking like a mustang. Lshut 
my eyes, waiting for the inev¬ 
itable encounter with a tree 
mink. It never materialised. 
Mr Coyne guided us bade on 
to the trail, reassuring the 
startled huskies, who resumed 
the powerful lope that made 


an hour-long outing seem 
mare like a 20-minute gallop. 

“I enjoy racing,” Mr Coyne 
says, "bur the real joy. is to 
work towards running togeth¬ 
er in harmony. When they, 
have a great outing, sharing it 
is the greatest privilege in the 
wodd." 

• For further information on 
husky racing, conzacr Eileen Little - 
(0171-7281-83 or0850 6P2896J. 


Sauce for the goose, if you eat it all yourself 


I KNOW an official of the 
Royal Society for the Protec¬ 
tion of Birds who once *penr a 
holiday in j small hotel in 

Scotland. At breakfast one 
morning, the proprietress 


lesinr over and whispered in 
his ear: “Special treat for 
dinner tonight. Wild goose!” 
The proprietress did not know 
what his job was, and he 
pondered on his dilemma for a 


J . SKHO wars CK r.-H KNOWLEDGE MChn *t 



“Can I answer until no passes?” 

UvQie fcn Be vow » your <iu«Jun£. Bang an internet nbrnutan seflrtK. fbtaSs 
;n r rKyoowsdn polite: erf ttmOTKfc o! uhbnbK aid tacts ml figures on wenfltwS 
ew nwf So yraif rawer be auefc wai answr. whatever you chosen subject 

Try UneOne and *e ftaemei ffiBE. Cafl 0800 11*| 210. 
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while. Should he report her, or 
should he settle for his dinner? 
He wisely derided on the 
dinner—a nd very good it was. 
he told me. 

The fact is that you can 
shoot wild geese only for your 
own consumption. You cannot 
sell them. Wildfowlers can go 
out and lie in wait for the 
‘skeins as they fly in from the 
sea to the fields on a winter 
dawn, but they can only take 
the bag home for their own 
poL Brent and bean geese 
cannot be shot at aff. 

By the end of this month, 
there will be hundreds of 
thousands of wild geese win¬ 
tering around our coasts. Up 
in the Wash, there are already 
75,000pink-footed geese. They 
roost out on the intertidal 
mudflats, or just swim the 
night away in the water, and 
they pour into the Norfolk 
farmland as the sun rises. 

THE FARMERS do not mind 
because the geese mostly eat 
the rejected sugar-beet fops in 
the fields, and their droppings 
fertilise the sofl. Even if they 
eat the young shoots of winter 
wheat it does not matter 
because the plants grow stron- 
£p>- fr ir They are a wonder- 


FEATHER REPORT 


ful sight as they sweep in. 
filling the air with their 
strange cackles and cries. 
There are also enormous 
flocks of wintering pinkfeet in 
the south and east of Scotland. 
You can came across them in 
the vast, lonely fields border¬ 
ing the Firth of Forth, and they 
rise in baying clouds. These 
birds have token recently to 
roosting on the large lochs. 


The pinkfeet come here from 
their breeding sites In Iceland, 
while the white-fronted geese 
— the other species that win¬ 
ters here in large numbers — 
come either from Greenland 
or the far north of Europe. 
One of the best places to see 
whitefroots is on the Severn 
estuary, particularly at the 
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust 
reserve at Slimbridge. From 

PETER BROWN 



You can shoot a wild goose, but only for your own table 


the Slimbridge hides you can 
usually watch a flock moving 
' steadily across a field, all of 
them munching os .they go. 

The largest concentrations 
of wintering white-frooted 
geese are found, however, on' 
the. lakes abutting the re¬ 
claimed land ih Holland. 
Whitefronts have a musical, 
laughing honk, and along that. 
srretch of the 'Dutch coast the 
sky rings all day with their 
evocative calls, as'the geese go 
over in V-shaped flocks or in 
long, trailing lines... Some of. 
those birds will come to Brit¬ 
ain after Christmas if-the 
weather chi the continent turns.: 
really hard. 

Meanwhile, for the new' 
year you can go out and buy a 
farmyard goosebut if you,, 
want to haw a plump, succu¬ 
lent wild goose, you must:, 
shoot It yobrsdf. ' 

Derwent May 

■ Wbafs abooc Birders —MUrfr, 
for water rails around well- ? 

vegetated margins of lakes- 
Twitchers—Bonaparte's gull, . 
Falmouth. Commit:Jernanous ^ 
duck, Clee. Norfolk: blue-winged -■ 
teoL SdffkeyFen. Norfolk. Details 
from Birdtine OBQ1700222. Calls . 
cost 5Cjo a 'minute. 
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Rural recommendations , : 

The place: Fort George, Ardersier, Inverness. 

Tht view ahead^es the Black Isle, and tb the west tiie 
mountain range heading towards Uxfa Ness. The Moray" 
Fhth surrounds the fort on three sides and the sea-view is" 
extensive. -r* 

Aficionados: families and tourists. 

conaruption ever umiertoken in theTfighlands. ^TT-ir 

Sumy hit ° PCn ^ *** ' SpBB ^ 1 arranged 
Howto get there from Inverness, tabs the A96, then the!* 
•pS.refc 701/567 on sheet 27. '_ 
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-Famham: ■ £199,950 and £207,500 . -v 

TV development of nine 2/3 storey 

S wabon £ C8 ’ i JWfWnsoqr. Safes Office and■ Shotabomi 

PkaKeaflotvfiqjboal Office on 01592 5765^^ 

Dorking £259,950 to £269,950 ' ;-. , - 

Bu^tjriLo^e. Lonife* A afurbishmem ofan 
century mansion . bouse. ro provide eight 
apanmcnm, 2 Mews cocoas aoda newcooityard. alfi 

^PP™winatdy 10acres. fmf)r T iTpnrret un iii > iiitm'»i. -'•• 

new call oar Regional Office on 01932 576500 

Wtoa-on-TTiaincs £124,950 to £750,000 
W Victoria Cate, Queens Road A dmiopmtm 'tf 
reftJrtashed apartments, new towahooses and detached 
bouses. Sates Office Now Open. 

Please cafl our Regional Office on 01932 S7£5£Xf 


Distinctive Elegance - 

o 

where you want to live 


£&?/zdo/i 


(9gfazd 


Orion! From £118,500 to £330.000 ' -. 

' n Oxford Waterside. A unique developnaak - widnn a’ 
ton* ot dte dry and adjoining the Oxford ^1/ 
conastme of apartments end 3 and 4 bedroom homes. 
Please caU mvR^mqoI Office ba 01235 537457-*'•••_ 

Wbffingfiwd From£155,000to £195^000 ’• 
TTtamesid* Mansion. Ceoqpan . style rivet 1 'frontage 
mansion or ten 2 bedroom luxury apartments nr 
»dw_of 'parkland' wnh private parking. 1 


Hew caS oar Rqgraod Office on 01235 537457: •■. 

StarifoedmAe ^VUc From £235.000 ro £245,950 
^Hofybrook. Channmg dndopmm of twemy 4 «nH 
5 "bedroom detached homes with views over open 
countryside. Only 2 remaining. 

**ea*e«n our Regknta} Office on 01235 537457 " 


TOndttster £199^50 to £225,000 • - 

• Kbtg : . Alfred's Fields. New . showhome. open, • 

6 townbousesremnujing tbelast opp or omity ro reserve-. 
one : pf these; properties-. Oosc to thehtsroric dtj 
of Winchestec. . " r . . ■ 

Please caH our Regional Office on 01256814314 . • 

Warnfbrd £290,000 to £310,000 

Sl Johns Gate. Fire individual detached 4 and 5 bedroom homes scr 
in a deltebifrJ tillage location providing good comnmuicapon Bnfai 
to London . via - cither ■ the main line railway station, or , the 
A3M dual carriageway. - " 

Hease eaB our Regional Office'on 01256 814314 

Wat Ead,Southampton £250,000 


dus favouredresidential pan of . the ory.LocsJ diops are, 
conveniently at hand and die city 'centre is only; abort 4 miles' 
away.. Convenient.for M27/M3 and Southampton Parkway 
Railway; Station. Only plat 1 and 3 available. .. .. 

Please Caflont Regional Office on 01256 814314 • 



WimWedon £339,950 and £367,500 

V Marian Lodge. Tlx Downs. Two remaining luxury apartments 
featuring secure underground parking and folly equipped gymnasium. 
Penthouse flat now released. 

Please catt our Regional Office on 01932 576500 

Hendon, NW4 £335,000 

V The Carltons. Just one 3 bedroom apartment 
remains at this magnificent luxury development. 
Offering exceptionally spacious accommodation and 
individual decoration by an manor designer, the price 
iodudes carpets and garage. 

Please caO our Regional Office on 01494 677777 




Hampton From £190,000 
Hampton Green. A selection of 3 and 4 bedroom 
period style booses by Sl James Homes in i village 
green setting within half a mile of Hampton station. 
Sales Centre open for enquiries. 

Please call our Regional Office on 01628 770070 

TedtKngton From £185,000 

Middle Lane. A mews of eight stylish 2 and 3 bedroom 
bouses by Sl James Homes with garages within 
walking distance of Teddingron railway station. 

Please caS our Regional Office on 01628 770070 




-ftp: 



lver From £425,wo 
Ricbmgs Copse. A select development of just 3 five 
bedroom detached houses set m secluded plots 
adjacenr to Richings Park Golf coarse. 

Please call our Regional Office on 01628 770070 


(Smjcx: 




Visit a Showhome today! 

j 

Experience the exceptional luxury of a Berkeley Home 
today. Simply choose a location 
and our friendly professionals will 
be delighted to welcome you. 

Call today for your Persona! 

Property Portfolio - including 






Moves magazine. 


: •: yX'f-.t?-' : 


Rosrington £95,000 to £180,000 

Ciceies Court A develo pm ent of distinctively styled 
2 and 3 bedroom apartments, semi-detached and 
detached family homes located in this seaside village, 
with excellent shopping facilities close by. 

Please call our Regional Office oo 01403 211230 

East Preston, Rusrington £350,000 

Wdlowbayne Estate. Three individual detached properties located on a 
prestigious private estate with direct access to the seashore. Flexible 
accommodation including 2/3 reception rooms, master and guest 
bedroom suites (located on the ground floor in two properties) 
2/3 further bedrooms and family bathroom. Easy access to 
iiuiii hoe station. 

Please call our Regional Office oo 01403 211230 


Hors ha m From £ 695,000 

Kernes Lane. Three stunning detached homes oo 3 m acre plots 
with 5 or 7 bedrooms, 3/4 reception rooms, 3/4 bathrooms, 
leisure room, conservatory and triple garages. Located 
in premier residential area on outskirts of town with views 
of open countryside. 

Plane caQ oar Regional Office oo 01403 211230 
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For information on any oi the- properties above please call your locai office or 
visit our website on: hccp:.';www.berkei@ygroup.coro 
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Change your view of retirement 
- visit a Courtyard today 

English Courtyard load the way, with beautifully landscaped gardens 
and very spacious houses & flats so you can really relax in your retirement. 

For nearly twenty years. English Courtyard have built some of the finest properties 
in many of the prettiest market towns and villages throughout England. 

Prices from £155,000 to £220,000 in 

Cambridgeshire, Cheshire, Essex, Surrey, Warwickshire & West Sussex 
Access our Website on www.englishcourtyard.co.uk or 
Freephone 0800 220 858for further details quoting ref NDD 
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English Courtyard " 
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NORTH OF THAMES 


RICHMOND & 
KINGSTON 




CORNWALL 
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London's most exciting and futuristic riverside development, 
designed to meet the living needs of the 21st Century. 


£,-1'.-cent to C.-nnry Witari. Vi'len.aium H.irncur is s six Donning 
Isteriront complex offering a of : 2 .and 3 bedioc-m 
luxury 3 p 3 rtiiient 3 set m extensive landscape!) gardens ana aH 
Des;--n=n tiy awsir) winning architects C2VVG. 
fi-on SL'edficsticn includes a n.QOOsqft state 
rage parking, concierse and 
scnicnt system 
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PRICE; 

FROM 


£149,000 id £625,000 


A! ■ YMORE Open i riays. Monday to Friday 10ain-6pin. 

Saturday & Sunday 11 am-5pm 


“1 


0171 537 7502 
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0171 613 305 3 
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Quality Homes of Distinction 



SWAN COURT 

Hartley Wlntney, Hampshire 
A select development of ten 2 and 3 bedroom homes 
in a courtyard setting n the historic vlage of Hartley 
WWney. 


iwiLnvM \ [♦} J, l =t 


Price range: £155,000 - £195,000 
Tel: 01252 84Z759 


YORK PLACE 

Weybridge, Surrey 
Four substantiai 4 bedroom 3 bathroom anti 
5 bedroom 3 & 4 bathroom homes overlooking 
Weybridge Cricket Green with gated entrance 
to private gardens and parking. 




Price range: £430,000 - £465,000 
Tel: 01932 840674 




Available Now 

* 2. 3 and -1 bed hemes in Basingstoke. 

Cal! 012F8 472131 

* 2 and 3 bsd hemes in Cowley, Oxford. 

Csil 01355 716737 

* 3 & 4 bed detached hemes in High Wyccmbs 
Cali Cl 434 530875 

* 1 i, 2 bed apartments plus 3 and 4 bed 
detached hemes in Newbury. Call 01635 559S31 

* 5 bed home m Yateley. Hants, only 1 remaining, 
Csi! 01252 743700 

* 4 and 5 bed homes in West Byflect. Surrey. 

Free range; £495.000 - £525.000, Cali 0'$32 354494 

* New build and conversions in Winklield. Nr 
Windsor with 4 and 5 beds. Price range; 

£400,000 • £1,000,000. Ch!! 01344 891753 


FARNELL MEWS 

Thames Street, Weybridge, Surrey 
A coflection erf 9 properties in a secure 
courtyard setting with quality specification to 
match. 3 8.4 bedroom Town Houses, Two 2 
bedroom apartments with private garden, 
Two 2 bedroom duplex apartments and One 
4 bedroom detached house 
SHOW FLAT NOW OPEN 


Price range: £150, 
Tel: 01932 630800 



Available Soon 

* 2 bed apartments & town houses in 
Bsmes, S\Vl5. Release date March '58 

* 4 and 5 bed homes at Woodley near Reading. 
Release date January 'SS 

* New. Listed Bam and Barn Conversions In 
lver, Bucks. Release date January 'S3 

For further de tai]s jdI ease telephone 
the Sales D ept at Be wlcv Homes on 
01.256 S 40074. 

Sgies Offices O pen Pailv_from 
10.p_Darn tp_5_.00pm_ 

www.bewIey.co.uk 
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G uv Walters stumbles on a charming 
cottag e with a bathroom made for browsers 
and a name always guaranteed to amuse 
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The “sweet path" leading to Faceombe Cottage’s front door 

Sleepy 
bolthole 
among the 
apple trees 






Designer Caroline Charles in the sitting room, where her husband Malcolm Valentine demonstrates its relaxing properties while he catches up on his reading 


HOUSE OF THE WEEK 


M ore than ten years 
ago. Paul Foster be¬ 
came the proprietor 
of die Jack Russell 
Inn in Faceombe, Hampshire. So 
delighted was Mr Foster that he 
threw a party for the locals. 

Some 100 gallons of bitter and 88 
gallons of lager later, the Jack 
Russell was drunk dry- and Mr 
Foster even ran out of glasses; iSS 
gallons is 1304 pints. He must have 
got Faceombe plastered. 

Faceombe Is the type of place that 
boasts the standard sleepiness and 
rhe usual cosiness of villages that 
are just over an hour from London 
down the M3 or the M4. 

Pretty church, pretty houses, 
pretty awful roads. Its name, if 
pronounced correctly, sounds like a 
taxi driver swearing. 

Caroline Charles, the dress de¬ 
signer. is selling Faceombe Cottage. 
Like the rest of the village. 
Faceombe Cottage- is cosy and 
sleepy, and if it had its own road, it 
would be charmingly porholed. 

There is little hint here of the 
woman who has three London 
boutiques. Of the Caroline Charles 
who made clothes for the Beatles, 
for Emma Thompson or for Diana. 
Princess of Wales. She was the 
designer w r ho starred in Piers Paul 
Read's novel A Season in the West. 
which begins with a woman discov¬ 
ering that her husband has bought 
a Caroline Charles dress. The 
woman is thrilled, believing the 
dress ro be for her birthday but it 
fails to materialise and she mistak¬ 
enly believes he is having an affair. 
When the dress is finally produced 
at Christmas it is too late — she has 
embarked on her own retaliatory 
fling and the dress becomes a 
mockery of the tattered marriage. 



Sunlight floods through a bedroom window to cast a warm glow 


By the rime she was 22. Miss 
Charles was providing “off-bear 
wardrobes for the likes of Rudolf 
Nureyev, David Frost and Mick 
Jagger. She dressed rhe heroines of 
the pop generation in the 19b0s — 
Cilia Black. Lulu. Petula Clark. 
Dionne Warwick and Barbra 
Streisand — after she set up on her 
own on leaving Mary' Quant. She 
was the envy of every girl when she 
dressed Ringo Starr in his wedding 
suit Yet her rural retreat is 
everybody's notion of a middle- 
class weekender* cottage in the 
country — a combination of Beatrix 
Potter and Anne Hathaway. “It has 
a predicably sweet path down to the 
front door lined by apple trees 
which need occasional pruning." 
she explains. 

A small, pretty garden means 
minimal maintenance. Pruning the 
apple trees is a therapy, attending 
to the dimters and the beds a 


relaxation, not graft. For relaxation 
is what tills bolthole is about. 
Caroline Charles hates the glare of 
publicity—she won't talk about her 
dients or even her dressmaking. 
She once described the experience 
of going down a catwalk after one 
of her shows as terrifying: “It's like 
jumping into a cold swimming 
pool." 


H owever, she cannot 
quite leave the dress¬ 
making behind. She 
has decided to sell the 
cottage because she needs more 
work space. “I work all the time," 
she says, "even at weekends. I need 
a separate room." 

She bought her cottage about 12 
years ago. “I saw ft on Monday, 
went to Japan the following day 
and asked my lawyer to arrange 
things when l was away. When I 
got back ir was all done." 


DREAM HOMES IN HAMPSHIRE 


■ THE Paymaster 
General. Geoffrey 
Robinson M P, owns a 
Grade I listed mansion in 
Hampshire in 47 acre* 
on the banks of the River 
Test (right). Designed 
by Sir Edwin Lutyens. Mr 
Robinson bought the 20- 
bedroom propern' in 1994 
for E80U.0U0. The house 
also has gardens designed 
by Gertrude Jekyli, four 
cottages, a chapel and a 
swimming pool. 
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■ THE composer 
Andrew Lloyd Webber 
bought Sydmontun 
Court overlooking 
Watership Down, 
Hampshire (left), in ld73 for 
£150.000. The Grade II 
listed Viciorian country 
house, in 4300 acres, 
has an equestrian centre 
and is home to his 
cullecriun of pre-Raphaelite 
and Picasso art. He also 
lias homes in New York, 
Ireland and France. 


THE DAYS are long gone since Britain’s 
estates, large or small, retied on massed 
manpower to run them, but several factors 
work against the selling-off of the cottages 
and farms built for estate workers. 

Landowners are keen to uphold the 
integrity of die core estate, because its value as 
a whole amounts to more than the sum of its 
parts. And they want to retain their privacy 
and seclusion: the lodge or gardener’s cottage 
would be kept for staff, and long-standing 
retainers are often granted security of tenure 
for the rest of their lives on retirement 

But outlying properties that are no longer 
occupied by estate staff may either be let out 
commercially or sold. Letting is an attractive 
option for landlords, says Clive Hopkins of 
Knight Frank’s estates department with 
cottage rents standing at between £500 and 
E1.200 a month. He rites the 22 cottages 
making up part of the Hackwood estate 
currently on the market with Knight Frank, 


The cottage dates from about 
1850, although she has added an 
extension that has given her a 
second bathroom and a larger 
kitchen. That second bathroom has 
a beautiful view of the. valley. In 
fact, one could sit on the lavatory 
for ages and gaze at it 

The kitchen is functional and 
unremarkable, except for the casu¬ 
ally colourful Chinese slate that Ms 
Charles put down. 

All over the cottage, there are 
hints of the Orient In the down¬ 
stairs lavatory, there are scores of 
postcards of Japanese watercolours 
neatly assembled in clip frames. 

The sitting room is cosy. A wood 
fire, a bay window that reels like ir 
was stolen from an Edwardian, 
cruise ship, bookshelves and a big 
central beam provide the ideal 
backdrop lo watch an afternoon’s 
raring from Sandown with a cat on 
your lap and a book in which you 
have started the same paragraph 
eight times. 

Less snug — because it is 
brighter and bigger — is the dining 
room, between the kitchen and 
sitting room which has French 
doors leading to a patio. 

The main bedroom is large 
enough and ai the top of the stairs, 
there are two twin bedrooms, but. 
they' are not hotel-like, as the word 
“twin" suggests. Instead, they are 
country cottage cute, without being 
twee. A fine balance, easily accom¬ 
plished by a designer in her mid- 
fifties whose shop in Bond Street 
sits alongside Chanel, Yves Saint 
Laurent, Lagerfeld and Versace. 

No doubt potential buyers may 
be put off by the pub. A noisy pub . 
has ruined many a quiet weekend, 
and broken glasses have gashed 
many a canine paw. 

1 didn't look very hard, but I 
neither saw nor heard the pub. 
Perhaps the Jack Russell Inn has 
been pur down. 

• Faceombe Cottage is on salt' at 
EJ7SJJ00 through Knight Frank in 
Hungaford $148868272b}. 



Cottages can be rented for E500-E1.200 


MARKET COM MEN' 


Sales of chunks of property within the main 
estate are often subject to a number of 
conditions, geared to the'maintenance of the 
estate's atmosphere .and daily life. For 
example, purchasers may not be allowed to 


keep dogs; the landowner may retain access to 
the land; there may be restrictions on tree- 
fetiing or additional building: there may be 
stipulations about decoration, in some cases, 
even children may be frowned upon. 

THE FLIP SIDE is an address with country 
cachet and a life in the heart of rural Britain. 
As Dawn Carrott at Jackson Stops & Staff 
points out . “You’re buying a lifestyle; if you 
can't live with a drive down a long bumpy 
tack, then It may not be for you." 

The sale of entire estates is relatively rare; 
tine land and buildings are usually broken up 
into a number of lots-Tlie buyer will have the 
say of whether he wants the outlying lots or 
not," says Mr Hopkins. "If he doesn’t, well 
sell them off separatdyj* 1 
: Prices are dependent on location, but 
cottages can range from £100.000 to £350,000. 

.. .. . ,. • faith Glasgow 


HOME SWAP FESTIVE QUIZ 


nOET&CHANDON 


Win a jeroboam.ofMoet & Chandon 
champagne by naming theaskmgrnce (not 
sale pricri of thesehouses, on sale in 1997. 
Answers by Jan 6 to Hpme S wap Festive Quiz. 

Weekend. The Times, l Pemrington Street, 
London Ei 9XN. Times competition rules apply 




ABOVE: One of Leicestershire's most historic houses — the Grade I listed Old House, at Ktoworth Harcourt 
Leicestershire—is a fine example of the Renaissance house. It drew serious bidders when it came up for sale In the 
spring.lt has nine bedrooms andthree reception rooms, a beamed kitchen with an original flanstone floor andii^ 
under an acre of walled formal gardens: . . ~ 



m ™ r , 



■ THE television 
presenter Esther Rantzen 
and her husband, the 
producer Desmond 
Wflcux. divide their 
rime between their house in 
Hampstead, north 
London, and a six-bedroom 
farmhouse in the New 
Forest. Hampshire (right). 
Daring back to I6S0, rhe 
modernised farmhouse is 
set in two acres of 
gardens and has a 
swimming pool. 



r.-: •• ~mr 
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Time for a good book: a 
bathroom worth lingering in 


.ABOVE; The proposed sale of 
Luton Hoo, with Its Mansion House 
by Or Robert Adam and parkland 
by Capably Brum-created a stir 
tn September. TfwT.545.acre es¬ 
tate is 32 mites from London.' v • 

RIGHT: . One of the bedroarhsin 
Taymouth Castte is decorated Hi 
Queen Victoria's honour.'ahd the 
estate, with 450 acres, is thought to. 
have inspired herto buSd'BakhbraT' 
In fact, the castte stood In for 
Balmoral In the film Mrs BnwAl, • : 

Cheryl Taylor 
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Lois Letts on the problems of moving house at this time of year 


W ho moves home over 
the Christmas period? 
Would anyone go out 
of their way to com¬ 
bine two of the most stressful events 
known to man (and woman)? 

The answer is yes, a surprisingly 
large number of people. Linda 
Schofield, marketing manager for 
Pickfords. calls December cme of 
die peak moving times for families. 
"Children finish the school term, 
and parents want them settled into 
their new home, with stockings 
hung on the fireplace, by the time 
Father Christmas comes calling. 
We're working liar cut up until 
Christmas Eve, and we’re back into 
action after Besting Day." 

Young professionals, reluctant to 
cake days off in January, use the 
office break to move. Employees in 
industry, too. have a compulsory 
ten-day break. Others fall into the 
"reluctant mover" category, those 
at the top of chains who are being 
pressurised to leave. No one wants 
to be homeless for Christmas, or to 
face die prospect of six months in 
rented accommodation, the mod¬ 
em equivalent of a night in the 
stable. 

The challenges of a move over the 
Christmas period should be borne 
in mind well in advance. Daylight 
wifi be fading by 4pm, so stum¬ 
bling across ill-lit lawns with 
antique furniture can be hazard¬ 
ous. Colds and the office party 
season will slow down office work¬ 
ers, so conveyancing and reconnec¬ 
tion of electricity might rake longer 
than normal. 

Transport in the country should 
be appropriate to the terrain. Every 
year, fanners do a roaring trade 
hiring out tractors and Land 



A moving 
time at 
Christmas 


BOOK a removal company the moment you know you 
are moving because they get busy at this time of year. 
Have emergency numbers of plumbers and 
electricians at the ready. Something is bound to freeze. 


ORGANISE electricity, water, gas and telephones as 
soon as possible, and lighting at the other end. 
Daylight will have faded by 4pm. Ask the people who 
are moving out to leave the central heating on. 



ENSURE that the access road is free of obstacles. 

They wifi be difficult to spot in the dark. Keep children 
out of the way by sending them to grandparents. If 
you must have them, keep them busy. 


Rovers to lift removal vans out of 
muddy ditches. 

When you reach your new home, 
go easy cm yourself. According to a 
survey by Pickfords cm the emotion¬ 
al side of moving house, three- 
quarters of women, and nearly half 
of men. believe their house has a 
“personality", and are upset about 
leaving it. At this nostalgic time of 
year, house movers will be more 
tearful than ever. 


Josie Ray overcame considerable 
challenges to have a successful 
Christmas in 1989. She was leaving 
a cottage in Herefordshire for a 
farmhouse in die same county, 
nestling in die shadow of the Black 
Mountains. "My husband had 
been ill with a collapsed lung and 
Qu. He was unfit to work and we 
thought we might as well move 
while he was recovering. The 
vendors accepted a low offer 


because they wanted the money hy 
Christmas." 

But her husband's ill-health was 
not all she had to contend with. 
"The conveyancing was quite com¬ 
plicated because chunks of farm¬ 
land had been sold off. Our 
solicitor was in bed with a Tempera¬ 
ture, so to get things completed in 
time I went around to his office and 
did a lot of the paperwork myself 
with his secretary.” 

Then there was the unpredictable 
British weather. "The weather had 
beat good, but on the morning uf 
the move. December 19. ive woke 
up to find it was snowing heavily. 
Our next-door neighbour was 
being buried on the same day. We 
had to load in front of the mourn¬ 
ers, and then the removal van got 
stuck behind the hearse.” 


□ A 
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A rriving at the other end. 
several hours behind 
schedule, they found 
there was no central heat¬ 
ing. ~ But we got the fires going with 
logs which we’d brought with us. 
That evening we put our coats on 
and headed to the pub." 

The secret is in not expecting too 
much of yourself as a hostess. 
Visiting relations on Christmas 
Day is often the answer for ex¬ 
hausted mothers* Dora Bircken 
intends to visit a sister this year, 
after taking the best part of a year 
to sell a farmhouse in Wales. 

"Our first buyer withdrew at the 
last moment after spending £7.000 
on surveys." she says. “I had 
packed our furniture and left it 
stared in a container on a field. It is 
still there — nine months and two 
buyers Jater. Plastic garden chairs 
are all we have to sit on." 


SATURDAY 

RENDEZVOUS 



, TO RESPOND TO AN ADVERTISER... 

...by Voice- Mail when responding to an All advertisements in Rendezvous have the ‘tS? symbol, 
advertiser call 0897 505 -563 (calls cost .£IjOO per tndi<-3ftng that die advertiser has the facility for you to 
wtniffe) and then follow thcrimplevoke instructions. leave hhn/her a voice message. 


.•.by Post 

AD postal replies should be addressed to Box No._ do The Times, RO. Box 3555, Virpaia Street, London El 9GA. 
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VIRGINIA 

CHARLES 


The exclusive introduction agency for 
people erf quality and integrity 


The Old Brewery, Burfard, 
Oxfordshire 0X18 4SG 


Telephone 
01993 824500 
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I'wr workedfbrThe Bxecutiue Club far 12 years. I've made 
thousands cf friends, nearly all of whom are now m committed 
relationships. 

Oiw of 25 stag, l am a client advisor. Myjcb is to inake friends 
with clients allocated to me, assik them to select people to meet and 
gigde them throughout their membership, until such time as they find someone very special 

My job is made easy as we area selective membership organisation and only offer membership 
iopptaplexohom we are both proud of and sure that our service will work i**ell for. 

frhr company pays the joining fees of any other introduction service in the world if a client is 
unhappy, ivhkhis very rare indeed. I've even seen them refund clients' money if they encounter 
financial difficulties such as redundancy. 

tibbemy job; l can't tell you the satisfaction! gel when my clients phone me to say "they're in 
fae and thank you". It is a privilege to work for such an ethical company and I can assure you 
that f you're nice enough to join us, we nearly always find you someone special 


Yours; 


EC 


iiA> 


P.S. Regards to ail our ex members. 


EC 


it L I T > 


SIRIUS 




SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP OFFER 

loin before end of January and sava £25 


Seasonal Greetings to all our members, pasti- 
present and future. 

Club Sirius, the inteDigent person’s Introduction Agency. Call us and'asik 
tor your f ree Information Pack and.a free cppy of our members magazine. 

- C 0800 542 6000 $ 

Open 3.30am-lC,3C'pm .7 dayr^la ; QHriilrr.M and Boxing Ogy.. _ 

. 'FfEfeposT ;< 505 iilopdon ; tgSt'a;'-i.sv •': 


31A St JaiQoa'g Square London SW1 _ 

Celebrities to secretaries 
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Suae 1985 people of quality haK been inimducei through (w exclusive social ewtis and 
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Church services for tomorrow 
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ARMAGH CATHEDRAL !0 HC; II M. 
The Ajigd Gabriel (Basque Carol); 3.15 E. 
BANGOR CATHEDRAL: S HC; 9.45 
Cymun Bendigaid: II Euch; 5 Gosbcr. 
BELFAST CATHEDRAL: IQ HC: II 
Euch: .00 EP. 

BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL HIP: 
9.15 HC: II Ch Euch. Stanford in 0, 4Ch E. 
BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL 3 HC; 

9.15 M: 10.30 Euch. Canon Galilee: 4 Ch E. 
BRECON CATHEDRAL S. 11 Euch: 
3 JO Service nl Nine Lessons with Carols. 
BRISTOL CATHEDRAL 7.40 M:S HC 
10 Euch; 3.30 Ch E. Harris in A The Dean. 
CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL S HC: 

QJO M: H S Euch: 3.15 E: oJO Carol 
Service. 

CARUSLE CATHEDRAL 7.45 M: 8 
HC: 10S Euch. Cantin C Hill: 3 EP. 
CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL 7.30 
MR 8 HC: uJU. 11.15 Euch: 0 E. 

CH ESTER CA1H EDRAL10 Euch: 11.30 
MP. Cannn M R*»: 3JO EP: bJD ES. 
CHICH ESTER CATHEDRAL SHQ 10 
M. Stanford in B flat. II S Euch: 3.30 E. 
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
Dublin: II Euch. 

CHRISTCHURCH CATHEDRAL Ox¬ 
ford: S HC; 10 M: 11.15 S Euch: ti E. 
CORK CATHEDRAL 8 Euch: 11-15 S 
Euch: 7 EP. 

COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 7.40 MP: S 
C: 10.50 Euch: 3 Polish Lutherans: 5 Ch E. 
DERBY CATHEDRAL 8 HC: 10.45 S 
Euch. Canon G Marshall: ti Carol Service. 
DURHAM CATHEDRAL S HC: 10 M. 
Canon S PcdkV: Jl.15 HC: 3 JO E. 

ELY CATHEDRAL S.15 HC; 10.30 S 
Euch: 3.45 Heading <8 Carols. 

EXETER CATHEDRAL & HC: 9.45 S 
Euch; 11.15 M- 3 E. Brewer in D. 
GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL S HC: 

10.15 Euch. 12.15 HC: 3 E. Stanlurd in C. 
GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL 8 HC: 
9.45 S Euch: 11.30 M: oJO E with Carols. 
HEREFORD CATHEDRAL 7JU M: S 
HC 10 Euch: 3J0 E with Carols. 


S ome years ago. in the course of 
a television documentary, the 
Prince of Wales made the 
famous statement that he would like 
to become "Defender of Faith" rather 
than “Defender of the Faith.” At the 
rime, die phrase caused a flurry of 
controversy, but ir deserves more 
serious reflection than ii has received. 
How can die future head of the 
Church of England be a defender of 
other faiths winch are not his own? 
Yet how can a future monarch nor 
defend the integrity of the many faith 
communities that make up contem¬ 
porary Britain? Is there a way 
through this impasse? I think there is. 

Many years ago when l was a 
student, I met one of the great rabbis 
of the 20th century. At that rime I was 
at a crossroads in my own religious 
development, and I asked him the 
following question. "1 would like to 
become a more committed Jew. But I 
also value the world outside — the 
great music, art and literature whose 
inspiration is often drawn from quite 
un-Jewish sources. Musi 1 make this 


LEICESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HG 10 
M: 10.30 Euch. Summon in F; 4 EP. 
LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HC: 9JO 
MS: 10.30 Ministiy of Sacrament; 3J0 E. 
LINCOLN CATHEDRAL 7.45 L 8 HC 
9.30 S Euch: IMS M: 12.30 HC3.45 Service 
of 9 Lessons & Carols. 

LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL 8 MP & 
HC: (OJO Euch: 3 Carols; 4 HC 
LLANDAFF CATH EDRAL 8.9 HC; IIS 
Euch. Hnw in D; 12.15 HC: 3J0.6JO E. 
MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL &45 M: 
V Euch: lOjn Said Euch; 6JO EP. 
NEWCASTLE CATHEDRAL 7J0 M; 8 
HC: «.30 S Euch. Darke in F: 6 Ch E. 
NEWPORT CATHEDRAL 8 HC; 10J0 
M: b.30 S Euch. 

NORWICH CATHEDRAL 7JO MP: 8 
HC: I0J0 S Euch: 3JO Festal E and 
Procession. Wood in E flat. 
PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 7.45 
M: 10.30 Euch. Stanford in C & F; 3JO E. 
PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL S HC 

10 C; 6 JO E. Rev P Jones. 

RIPON CATHEDRAL 8. 9JO Euch: 

11 JO M; 1230 Euch; 5JO E. 
ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC 
9.45 M: 10.30 S Euch. Darke in E; JUS E. 
SALISBURY CATHEDRAL 8 HC 10 
Euch: 11 JO M; 3 Ch E, Stanford in G. 
SHEFFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HC 10 
MP: IDJO S Euch; 6J0 E & Sermon. 
SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL 9 Euch: 
II Ch Euch. Sumsian in F; 3 Ch E. 
SOUTHWELL MINSTER: 7JO M & US 
HC 9JO C; 11 S Euch; 3.15 E. 

TRURO CATHEDRAL 8 HC: 9 M: 10 
Sol S Euch: 3 Children's Carol Service; 6 £. 
WAKEFIELD CATH EDRAL S HQ 9.15 
C 11 Sol Euch. Canon R Capper; 4 E. 
WELLS CATHEDRAL 8 HC: 9.45 S 
Euch; II JO M; 3 E. 

WESTMINSTER ABBEY: 8 HC IU5 
Euch; 230 E; 3 Processional Service 6JO 
ES. Canon D Gray. 

WESTMINSTER CATH EDRAL 7.8,9. 
10J0.12 Mass: 3.30 Sol V; 5JO. 7 Mass. 




Carols at Ely Cathedral tomorrow 

WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL 10 M; 
11.15 S Euch; 3 JO E. 

YORK M1NSTER: 8.8.45 HC: 10 S Euch: 
(MOM:4 E. 

ST ALBAN'S CATHEDRAL Hertfond- 
shire: S HC 9J0 Euch: II M; 1215 HC 
6 JOE. 

ST ANDREW'S CATHEDRAL 
Aberdeen: 8 HC 10.15 S Euch. 

ST ASAPH CATHEDRAL Denbigh¬ 
shire: II JO Ch Euch. 

ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL Pembs:7J0 
MP: S. 930 HC; 11.15 Euch; 6 E. 

ST EDMUNDSBUKY CATHEDRAL S 
HC 10 Euch; I1J0 HC3J0 E. 

ST GEORGE’S CATHEDRAL South¬ 
wark: 11 JO Solemn Mass. Fr J E Cronin. 
ST MACHAR’S CATHEDRAL Old 
Aberdeen: II HC Rev R Frazer. 


ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL Glasgow: 
8J0 Euch; 10 S Euch; 12 HC 6J0 EP. 

ST PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL Dublin: 
830 Euch: ILI5 M: 1215 Euch; 3.15 Ch E. 
ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL 8 HC 8.45 M: 
11S Euch, Mass for 4 voices (Byrd); 3.15 E. 
ALL SAINTS, WI: 8 LM: 1020 MP: (1 
HM; 5.15 LM; 4J0 EP- 
ALL SOULS, WI: 8 C 9JO II JO MP. Rev 
R Bewes; 6J0 EP. Rev Dr J Stott 
THE ASSUMPTION. WI; If MS. Missa 
(n Honorem Sancti Dominid (Rubbra). 
CHELSEA OLD CHURCH, SWJ- 8 HC 
10 Children's Service 11M: 1215 HC 6 E. 
CROWN COURT CHURCH OF SCOT¬ 
LAND. WC2: IU5 MS; 6JO ES. 

FARM STREET. Wi: 8,9JO LM; 11 HM; 
1230 LM: 4.15,5.15 LM. 

HOLY TRINITY BROMPTON. SW7:9 
C 11 Family Service; 5, 7JO Informal 
Service. 

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH. SWl: &45 
Euch: U S Euch. 

THE ORATORY. SW7: 7. 8, 9. 10. II 
Mass; Missa O Magnum Mysterium 
(Victoria): 12-30 Mass; 3J0 V & B; 4J0. 7 
Mass. 

ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 
W& II Holy Mass. Art±bishop YGizirian. 
WESLEY'S CHAPEL EC2:9.45 HC Rev 
Dr L Griffiths; 11 MP. 

WESTMINSTER CENTRAL HALL 
(Methodist); I] MP. Rev Dr P Graves. 

ST ANNE AND ST AGNES (Lutheran), 
Gresham St EC2 11 Ch Euch. Rev G 
Neumann; 7 Jazz Carol Service. 

ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT. 
EC1: 9 HC 11 Ch Euch: Missa Aetema 
Christi Munera (Palestrina); 6J0 Ch E. 
ST BRIDE'S. £C4: II Ch M & Euch. 
Ireland in C Canon J Oates: 6 JO Ch E, 
Second Service (B yrd). 

ST CLEMENT DANES. WC2 11 Ch M. 
Boyce in C Rev D Mackenzie. 

ST COLUMBA’S CHURCH OF SCOT¬ 
LAND. SWL II: 6JO, Rev W A Cairns. 

ST ETHELDREDA-S. ECI: 9 Mass; 11 S 
Mass, Pastures Dbdte (Morales). 


Faiths are like jewels 
and all are precious 


sacrifice? Is religious commit- 
ment exclusive?" uff 

He replied with a parable: BI 
“There were once two men jm* 
who spent their lives trans- 
porting stones. One carried 
rocks, the other diamonds. 1 
One day they were given 
emeralds to carry. The man 
who had spent his days — _ - 
carrying rocks saw emeralds 
as just another heavy weight a 
burden of no intrinsic value. The one 
who had carried diamonds recog¬ 
nised emeralds as another form of 
precious stone, different but with 
their own distinctive beauty. 

“So." he explained, “it is with faith. 
If your own faith is nothing more 




JONATHAN 

SACHS 


than a burden, you will not value the 
faith of others. But if you cherish your 
faith, you will value other people's 
faith also, even though it is different 
from your own. You will know that 
faiths are like jewels. One is espe¬ 
cially your own. But all are precious." 

It was a wise answer, and 1 have 


tried to live by it ever since. 
Many times I have met and 
been moved by sincere Chris¬ 
tians. Muslims. Hindus, 
Sikhs and Buddhists. There is 
something unmistakable 
about people whose lives have 
been touched by the sense of 
mystery at the universe. 

_ You feel it in their serenity 

or graciousness or inner 
poise, ft can be a smile that gathers 
you into its embrace, or a laugh that 
lifts you above the pain and conflict of 
the world, or a love that surprises you 
fry its generosity. Such people leave 
you feeling affirmed and enlarged. 

At a level beyond words, faith 
sends out its light to faith. Those who 


ST GEORGE’S. WI: SJO HC II S Euch. 
Short Service (Batten). 

ST JAMES’S, Garlicfchythe. EC4 :1030 S 
M, John Paul. 

ST JAMES'S, WI: 9.15 Euch; II S Euch. 
Rev D Reeves; 5.45 EP. 

ST JAMES'S. W2 (OJO S Euch, Rev A 
Meldrum. 

ST JOHN'S, EI& It HC, Rev D Critfen; 
6 JO Christmas Prayer & Praise. . 

ST LUKE'S, SW3.8HC; 1030S Euch. Rev 
C Kevill-Davies; 6J0 EP. 

ST MARK’S, NWI: S HC 9.45 Family C 
II LM. Rev R MacLaren. 

ST MARGARETS, SWl: 10 M, Britten in 
C, Canon D Gray. 

ST MARTI N-IN-TH E-HELDS. WC2 S 
HC 9.45 Euch; U JO Visitors Service; 245 
Chinese Service; 5 EP; 6JO ES. 

ST MARY ABBOTS CHURCH. W8: 
9JO Euch: 1L15 Ch M. Rev FGelii: 6JO E. 
ST MARY'S, SWl: 9. 10 LM: 11 HM: 
Missa O Magnum Mysterium (Victoria): 
7.15 LM. 

ST MARY-TH E-VIRGIN. NW3:8 Euch; 
1030 Ch Euch; 6 Sol E. 

ST MARYLEBONE. NWI: 8 HG. H Ch 
Euch. Missa Quarti Toni (Victoria). 

ST PETER’S, SWl: 8.15 HQ 10 Family 
Euch; 11 S Euch, Mass For 3 V oices (Byrd). 
CHAPEL ROYAL OF ST PETER AD 
VINCULA. HM Tower of London: 11 JO 
HC with Carols in Chapel Royal. 
CHAPEL ROYAL St James’s Palace: SJO 
HC: 11.15 MP. Wassail Carol (FoppIeweU). 
CHAPEL ROYAL Hampton Court Pal¬ 
ace: SJO HO Ii M, Wood in E;3J0 E. 1st 
Fauxbourden Service (Handl). 
CROSVENOR CHAPEL South Audley 
St, WI: 11S Each. Rev SJ Hobbs. 

THE TEMPLE CHURCH. EC4: JUS 
HC 

GUARDS CHAPEL Wellington Bar¬ 
racks. SWl: II M, Coventry Carol Band of 
the Coldstream Guards; 12 HC. 

ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE CHAPEL 
SE10: II HC Rev R Nurton. 


recognise it in themselves can sense it 
in others. Just as a painter may find 
inspiration in the work of artists far 
removed in time and style from his 
own, so a believer can feel reinforced 
by ihe distant echoes of die divine 
presence in other traditions, other 
lives. 

It does not weaken my faith to 
know that others find God in differ¬ 
ent ways. Instead, it strengthens my 
conviction that God is beyond the 
particularities of language, time and 
culture, always surprising us by 
being where we least expect Him to 
be. Far from being paradoxical, it 
makes a great deal of sense to say that 
one who defends a particular faith is 
best poised to defend other faiths as 
welL 

Fbr if we had to entrust our most 
cherished possession to someone else 
to guard, who would we choose? 
Someone, surely, who has treasures 
of his own and therefore knows the 
value of what he has to defend. 

• Jonathan Sadis is the chief rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations . 



Baptism 

by fire 

Ruth Gledhifl joins in 
a celebration of 
churches past 


WITHIN the ancient wails 
of Stationers' Hall, near St 
Paul’s in the City of London, 
the names of long-forgotien 
parishes resounded in the 
.dimly-fit room. “St Sepul¬ 
chre without Newgate." 
shouted the extant parish 
derk of that lost church, 
raising his glass of port to 
the assembled company: “St 
Nicholas Aeons,” shouted 
another. “St "Mildred Poul¬ 
try", the clerks cheered. 

The names rang out for 10 
mjnutes or more. The men, 
parish derks all, were cele¬ 
brating the parishes of the 
City, inducting those where 
the church itself has long 
since disappeared. The 
parishes have long since 
been absorbed into existing 
churches. But derks can 
still be appointed to die 
ancient livings. These 
derks. laymen, can apply to 
be brethren of the Worship¬ 
ful Company of Parish 
Clerks. And this day. the 
feast day of St Nicholas, 
was die company^ annual 
feast It was taking place 
after Holy Communion at 
St Andrew by the Wardrobe 
nearby. The company’s 
master, Oswald Clark, is 
parish derk of St Andrew's. 

Remaining true to an 
Anglican tradition that 
many wish could be re¬ 
vived. the Rev John Paul, 
officiating with two assis- 
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it A five-star guide it 
MASTER: OswafoCJa* 
RECTOR: The Rev John Paul 

SERMON: The Right Rev 
GeotfrayRowefi-Bish op ct 
Basingstoke. on the mpcatance 


tradmon. A 

ARCHITECTURE: Decoyed by 
Great Fra, (ebuSJfay Wren, guned 
by blitz, restored in 1960s. 


SPIRITUAL HIGH: Orderly anc 
magnificently high. A A A* 

AFTER-SERVICE CARE: 

Superb eftnner **•**★. 


tants. led us through every 
one of the Ten Command¬ 
ments. We confessed our 
manifold sins and our 
preacher. Bishop Rowell. 
. pronounced absolution. 

Afterwards, we followed 
the Master, Wardens and 
Clerk to Ave Maria Lane, to 
the hall of the Worshipful 
Company of Stationers and 
Newspaper Makers. There, 
we gave thanks fbr the 
motto of the company of 
parish clerks: Unitas 
Sodetatis Stabilitas. 

• The Worshipful 
Company of Parish Clerks, do 
I Dean Trench Street. 

London SWIP3HB. Sr Andrew 
bv the Wardrobe. London 
EC4V5DE 1pl7l-248 75461. 

DENZILMCNEHLANCE 


Oswald dark, parish cleric at St Andrew’s 
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PET INSURANCE 

Special Readers Offer 
First 28 Days Cover FREE 

PRIME COVER WITH VETS 
FEES COSTS PER MONTH 
DOG £8.95 CAT £4.95 

TEL.-07000 0800 800 

Mon to Fri Sam -9pm Sat & Sun 9am - 6pm 
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Remember 
pet is for life 
not just for 
Christmas 


ACCESSORIES 


Turtle DIRT TRAPPER Mats 

At ted - as seen at Crufts and shows - 

nationwide - tfta door mat that really 
works} No more muddy footprint or 
pawmarks on dean floors and carpets] 

Turtle Dtt Trapper door m^s sop dht at the door of 
home, cwservatwy or car Mh absorbed cotton 
pis removing wet. dry and even greasy <trt from 
shoes a 06 paws. With nen-sfip faex backing, fay 
are lutty machtno washabla at 40C. 

Also avafebfe with gripper-rubber backing tor use — j- • . 

cm carpets - ptaase cal lor deads d iJ . t • xti 

gripper-oiber mat dm and prices. 

AyalaWe in seven colours and 3 sizes; 

Blue, Groan, Btecfc/WhKa, Fawn, Dark Gray, Saat D rown, BteddBrown 
75cm x 50cm - £16.95 75cm x 100cm - £32£5 75cm X 150cm - £4655 
Plus £295 P&P par mal 

trom DeptTT. Tunlo Mat Co. 92a Kings Road, Nngston, Surrey KT2 5HT 

S Tat 0181 296 0366 Fax: 0181 296 0360 

(JH&CLTunie) B'e) 
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Insure the ones you love 

PETSHIELD really gives value for money... total protection for dogs 
at little more than I9p a day, lower still for cats! 

Wrtti a choice of four different levels of cover; you con be sure there's one 
that is right for you and your pet 
For tufi details and a proposal form cdl our 
Freephone number today, or complete the 
coupon and post it to our Freepost address. 
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DOGS v ftoarSan CfTle Dsq “ Alyan •; Airpiilp fenfer -i Alnts £r Aladsn UahnWe (t Auslralan Shepherd * 
Basa Hound ■* Basaiji * Bes*:Cclll8C 3omaQfR8nd^-t3eMle-t BlOfffimxl ft Suilibn c- Boras * 
BarCs Tpna e 8 z 2 m Iaria ? Bail Terer a- S«er(USfl| a CtrifoSBa* Cfwflttr* Cfltfed Cora a 
Cud* Scawl (Euro) -s Djlmaign -a- Etatematn i5ro) * Daberman (USA) G English Springer Spaniel (Etfrii it 
FkhcD BuHdog ha Coast flaw.'er a For Tens * 6,-a Dana (Euo) a great Dae (LEX) £ GroftyMes 
-3 Grqrtwrt = Gons; Shirt Haired Pouter a ricri Seder t? Bcft WoUhouna tr Keedund's Ursa too a 
Malfese t? M3St<1 c Mmd'jj? Pnscber i 03 ante h Sheepdog a Papdlao a Pekrigesg a Pomeranqn * Poodle 
- P*9 ^ PatPe f- Rhatoai Pjfl^tao a bsroyec t SonaBa ffura) * ScwauwlUSAj a so# Coated 
WBSenfemB'- Engteti Seder c STSIsd ti Seteipeite<rSWiTa« Steal Husky ft Star ha* 
Si Ban taiU a Aifcnon Pa 3uK fone = Arciian S^sTener t Vizaa v Wamaw * Whippa 
PF75 ~ KiJlerc s- Knar. Greys * Arams tr lufertp A CoctedeJ 6 COttataS A M3C3WS« Fates * 
Gmnea Rgs -s Hamster;-i Bo2s/F^ws v Frogs * Hjans a Spntes < Tpentute * Ka Carp 
AnWLS * Aracon Horses a Bacy A.imais a Bess t Big Cats ■? Dotphms 4 Eades ft EtaptanB a Lobe 
at* i ErticFeb-a Gstfcs-S-Hixsest Mists a Oosi Life ft Orras ft 0** ft^idas * ftfads ft R« 
Hkoo - fob « Seat * SWta * v Wriates c tfiW CSs ft Wohes H it 
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OVERSEAS TRAVEL CITY BREAKS 
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HoHtfay Parks 

Holland 

Germany 

Qoaftcy hoMy pad's h 
Hcdtend and dw fade forest 
and MomI rcxlons of Germany. 

Phone OII02 SOX 60S 


ST. W——I tram 8330 aMMDOS tank tax dU*, 
CVTEXCHAWCT taweftora 01*2 exlckat toon a tat aamh 

681 3<SI2 ftJOI. 2*2> _ m m h , 3 bad*, 3 bKQm, AC. 

Cook; anAL am* goU. Tat 001 
2026670*56; rm . 001 


AIRPORT PARKING 


Fabulous villas with maid, 
pools near Lisbon, the 
Monchtque Hllb and the 
Algarve. Flights arranged, 

CV Travel 


08706039018 


Luxury villas, cottages and 
charming fincas vwi pools 
in foe most unspoilt parts 
of the island. Flights 
arranged. 

CV Travel 

A*fcr ou-199B 'MeOknmm 
t VHattlndaeCKtioadon e 

-r 0870 6039018 j 

Discover 

anew / / j 

ScWftUVii- 

The parfacx Lakes 4 Mountains 
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AFRICA 


ITAILORMADE 

SAFARIS 
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S AFRiCA 
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ft Pta o nrt mm. Q1A2S 4Q3S37 
U— OL CoBfuaHi 1 ft .2 
Malta 2SQ8I w.§aaimat- 
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Wa l l Ww»Millff nim 
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^^CORFU 
M Paxos 


Corfu isbade in fadtrbnf 
FabufousyUbs with pods or 
on rf» beach In Corfu ur 
charming Paxot. 

CV Travel 




CmuKs rrAiy 

Offering you all 
that is best in 
• TTAiy for over 


Form cm (fa,r 1998 


01235 824354 


H^ant houses; eccentric 
lowers divine cottages, 'in 
Tuscany, Umbria, the Amalfi 
Coast and Siclht Suita a 
foe Palazzo Belmonte two 
"»"*■ South of Nacdes- 
new ».the sea. 
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pets • 13 


^ Tiger ^ make great playmate s for a girl whose 


father takes his work home with him, Victoria O’Brien discovers 


ASHLEY COOM8ES 



A VET WRITES 


Three-year-old Samantha with Genghis. “Hr keeps stealing my toys," ays Samantha, whose father is head cart«p«- at a wildlife part A fully-grown Genghis will weigh between 40 and 50 

Oh please Dad, can we have a cat? 


M ost toddlers love cuddly tiger 
cubs and Samantha Clark is 
no exception. The difference 
is that her furiy friends are 
not the soft toy variety-^-she plays with the 
real thing. Her father. Giles Clark, is head 
cat-keeper at Paradise Wildlife Park in 
Braxbourae. Hertfordshire, and - that 
means there is usually one or more tiger 
cubs roaming around the house. “They 
always steal my toys," moans Samantha, 
three, who-otherwise seems unfazed at 
sharing her home with play- ' - 
mates which in just a few “ 

months will weigh about 20 “They 2UT6 IlOt 

“They gain a stone a month - ciTCUS 

during the early stages of their 


U|k U4I y VI UJI.U . rn --• ■ ■ 

developmem. and eventually. -ammalSi-aild 
wll weigh between 40 and 50 * 


stone," says Mr Clark, who is 
currently babysitting a pair of 
thretf-month-oid brothers. 
“We brought these two from a 
private.collecnon in Ireland a 
few weeks ago. 

“At this stage they are still 
friendly arid open id human 
contact The point about rear¬ 
ing tiger ciibs at home is that I 
will. stfll be able to walk into 
their enclosure at the zoo and 
touch and handle diem, even 
when they are hilly grown." 

Genghis and Tamair (Mr 


I’m not here 
to teach 
them tricks. 
They never 
bite so hard 
that they 
draw blood’ 


the wild, .mother tigers encourage their 
young by gently nuzzling their rear end. 1 
don't quite go that far. but if you press a 
warm, wet flannel there, it usually has the 
same effect" 

At 19, Mr dark is probably the youngest 
head cat-keeper in the countiy. and his 
affinity with these playful but still wild 
beasts is astounding. He sleeps with 
Genghis and Thmair in the front roan of 
his parent's house, and even though they 
are past the stage of bottle feeding, he still 
_ ' fetches milk for them when 

they wake up hungry at four 
in the morning. The mixture 
is a base of the same type of 
milk used for rearing puppies, 
with added-vitamins, calcium 

and cod-liver oiL.- 

Soft baby brushes are used 
on their fur, until they are old 
enough to groom themselves. 
Discipline is instilled at an 
early age, and when Genghis 
of Tamair bare their daws. 
Mr Clark is quick to disdpline 
them with a sharp word and a 
tap on the nose. He says: 
“They are not circus animals, 
and I'm not hereto teach them 
to perform tricks. But for 
safely reasons they can be 
trained riot-to harm people. 
They are still wild a nimals 
and it’s important that they 


horse — and blood. “Their basic instincts 
are still there, and being hand-reared wont 
change that," he says. 

Without a properly-balanced diet, tiger 
cubs can suffer all sorts of health problems. 
At the early stages, calcium and phosphates 
are most important because their bones, 
teeth and daws are developing so quickly. 


is needed at which stage of their develop¬ 
ment," Mr Clark says. “I've hand-reared 
nine tigers at home, as well as ones I've 
looked after at the park, and it's simply a 
matter of learning from experience." 

Hand-rearing enables him to have 
intimate contact with the animals once they 
are fully grown, and on occasion this dose 


Clark always names the tigers in relation to are allowed to play rough and tumble, and 
their.native country) have-already been even bite me, but they are disciplined 
wearied by their mother.. Often, however.: enough never to bite so hard that they draw 
Mr Clark will take charge of tiger cubs at a blood.” ' 

much earlier stage and bottle feed them at ‘' Nibbling and biting axe part of the tigers' 
home. “When Samantha was a baby, I .was - playful sodal behaviour, but Mr Clark is 



The cubs are fed a protein-rich diet of meat — chicken, rabbit or horse 


grating up in the night to feed her one hour, 
and having to do the same thing with the 

cubs the next.” . 

Luckily for Mr Clark, with the baby 
tigers he can avoid the nappy changing 
whichimosi new fathers have to endure. “In 


still carefol to leave the cubs in peace when 
they are eating. When there is food around 
even these doe-eyed youngsters are likely to 
become aggressive if you disturb them. As 
well as the milk compound, he feeds the 
cubs a mixture of meat—chicken, rabbit or 


and without suffident amounts they are 
prone to rickets. 

An imbalance of the correct minerals and 
vitamins can also lead to cubs developing 
cataract-like symptoms, which can be 
reversed as long as you get them back on 
the right diet. “Unfortunately there is no 
course you can go on to learn exactly what 


relationship can save their life. A year ago. 
Bruno, a Three-year-old Bengal tiger who 
weighed 26 stone, became severely ill with 
pneumonia. He was on oxygen, had to be 
injected every two hours, and had to be 
prevented from sleeping on his side, where 
there was a danger he would drown in the 
fluid from his own Jungs. “I slept in the 


compound with Bruno at the wildlife park 
for nine nights." Mr Clark says. “There was 
no other way to look after him." 

Last Christmas there was a similar 
emergency situation when Turkana, a four- 
month-old lion cub. went into shock after a 
series of hernia operations. “Normally I 
would have stayed at the park with him." 
says Mr Clark, “but it was mid-winter and I 
didn't fancy having to spend Christmas 
Day outside, so 1 brought him home 
instead." 

The cubs will live at home with Mr Clark 
until they are about four months old, but 
the quality of their lives in captivity will be 
greatly improved by this initial human 
contact. Mr Clark can take his tigers on 
long walks around the wildlife park, 
introduce them to other animals, and even 
let them swim freely in the large open pond 
during the summer. 

“Not everyone believes in hand rearing," 
he admits, “but these animals have been 
born outside their natural state anyway. 
Building a dose, personal relationship with 
them from the start simply means you can 
extend their territory in captivity, and allow 
them to gain greater stimulation from their 
surroundings." 

Mr Clark proudly reels off the names of 
the tiger and lion cubs he has reared. He 
was particularly fond of Nikka, a Bengal 
tiger, whom his mother woke up with at the 
end of her bed one morning. “Nikka was 
very tame, and became like one of the 
family," says Mrs Clark. "Giles used to 
sleep with her in his room, so she basically 
had the run of the house." 

Not all the cubs are as well-behaved as 
Nikka, however, and several tiger cuhs 
later. Mr Clark’s parents have had to get 
rid of the settee from the living room. “They 
tore straight through the upholstery." Mr 
Clark says. The family has two armchairs 
left, but they still end up sitting on the floor 
— the baby tigers like to curl up in the 
chairs for their midday naps. 



Home where 
no one has 
to be alone 


One man and Ms dog, off the streets and in a home 


I n the long corridors of St 
Mungo’S hostel for the home¬ 
less, it is easy to track down 
Adam Henry's room Just follow the 
lusty barking of his constant com¬ 
panion. a Staffordshire bull-Terrier 
cross called Grudd. 

Adam and’ Grudd are lucky 
benefactors of a new approach to 
caring for homeless people with 
pets. 

Until recently people living rough 
unth animals stood little or no 
chance of a warm bed for the night 
— a tough deal considering that 
about a quarter of them have a peL 
St Mungo's hostel, off Clapham 
Common, south London, was con¬ 
verted from three merchants’ man¬ 
sions. About 120 homeless people 
live there, only two of whom have 
dogs: Adam and a man with a 
border collie called Oslo. 

But over Christinas scores of pets 
belonging to the homeless were 
receiving attention. For Grudd and 
Oslo there was dog food and turkey, 
and — more importantly — the ' 
guarantiee that they would not be 
separated. 

Thanks to St Mungo’s, which 
pioneered the idea erf letting the 
homeless in* with their animals, 
more charities are opening their 
doors to companion animals. 

It is a breakthrough that has 


brought Adam from despair to a 
real hope that after 12 years of living 
rough he will find a permanent 
home and a place on a motorcycle 
engineering course. 

Crisis is also allowing pets into its 
hostels, and is operating an out¬ 
reach service into the new year. A 
converted articulated tony will tour 
the streets carrying pet food and a 
vet to give emergency treatment. 
The National Canine Defence 
League is running free veterinary 
climes for the pets of the homeless. 

Richard Smith, of the league's 

Hope Project says: “Atti- _ 

tildes are changing. 

About 12 hostels in 
London are welcoming 
dogs tins winter, some of 
them for the first time. 

Of course, you have to 
limit the number of 
rooms for pets. If every 
room offered the facility 
there would be chaos." 

At St Mungoes the 
rooms are the same for everybody 
“except that those,with dogs don't 
have a carpet", says Adam, 29. who 
dropped out of cosy middle-class fife 
in Buckinghamshire 12 years ago 
and went to live on a travellers’ site 
in Wales. . 

- “It was the punk thing to do," he 
says. “We had some great times — 



Adam Henry with his bull-terrier cross Grudd at St Mungo’s 


‘It was like 
winning 
on the 
lottery’ 


and some rough ones. I drifted into 
squatting in London and got Grudd 
cheap because he was the runt of the 
litter. He’s a bull terrier crossed with 
a dachshund — a stretched terrier 
with short legs. A good tiling, short 
legs. Don't need as much exercise. 
It's handy to have a dog when you Ye 

_ squatting, and not just 

for the company." 

Adam was relieved to 
be offered a place at St 
Mungo’s nine months 
ago because “squatting 
had become a hassle. 
Coming here was like 
winning on the lottery". 
Housing benefit pays 
^^ his £146 a week rent 

(with no charge for the 
dog). About £6 a week comes out of 
his fortnightly £88 soda! security 
cheque to pay for gas. water, 
electricity and breakfast. Cooked 
meals are £120. 

St Mungo is the patron saint of 
Glasgow and of Celtic travellers. 
The charity that took his name is a 
housing association which also runs 


SO hostels, care homes and support¬ 
ed houses, giving shelter to more 
than 1.000 people every night. 

Its outreach team searches the 
streets at night persuading people to 
come in from the cold. 

Its resettlement team tries to place 
them in accommodation, and a job 
dub offers the chance to move back 
into the community and lead an 
independent life. 

The RSPCA welcomes the trend 
towards allowing pets in. Although 
its rules prevent it providing pets for 
people without homes, it points out 
that the homeless can give their 
animals a better deal, as the pet 
always has a companion. 

“Even so," an RSPCA spokesman 
says, “we wony that the homeless 
may not always be able to feed their 
pets properly — although many 
people feed their animals and go 
without themselves." 

Jack Crossley 

• Sl Mungo’s (0181*6003000); National 
Canine Defence League (0171-8370006): 
Cnsis (0171-3770489). 


I bought two pairs of 
doves three weeks ago. I 
was told to keep them in die 
aviary for six weeks before 
letting them fly free, other¬ 
wise they might return to 
their original home. 

They haven't tried to escape 
but they are not behaving as 
two pairs. Two stay together 
at one side of the aviary, 
another cowers behind them 
— and she’s had her neck 
pecked. The fourth bird is on 
his own on (he opposite side 
of the aviary. Is there any¬ 
thing I can do? Would it help 
if I put the nest boxes in now 
to encourage them to pair off 
properly? 

I wonder if you have two 
pairs of doves. Or one 
pair and two of the same sex. 
They’re not easy to sex. The 
cocks have a larger head, 
brighter beaks and legs and 
show positive courting behav¬ 
iour towards their mate, 
which the two who are staying 
together appear to be doing. 
Some “hideaway” spots in the 
aviary will help and perhaps 
protect the pecked one. It 
could help to put out nest 
boxes in January. And if the 
two "loners" are one of each 
sex, a nesting site might give 
them the right idea. 

A neighbour’s eat has 
taken to spending time 
with us. She’s very welcome 
but she has a severe skin 
problem. There are scabs 
inside her thighs and on her 
back which she chews and 
scratches, leaving them raw. 
She wears a flea collar and I 
haven't found any fleas. She's 
not our cat so we can hardly 
take her to a vet and we don't 
want to confront the owners. 

Is there anything we can do? 
There are squirrels and foxes 
about Could she have caught 
something from them? 

m Forget squirrels and 
1-^1 foxes. Your description 
of the cat's troubles suggests 
an allergy called miliary ecze¬ 
ma or miliary dermatitis, 
almost always related to flea 
bites. A hypersensitive cat 
may develop this skin reaction 
when she's carrying only one 
or two fleas. Flea collars don't 
last for ever. Some remain 
effective far four or five 
months, but others need 
renewing sooner. The collar 
may be out of date and it's 
difficult to find a solitary flea. 
The cat needs to see a vet and 
you should tty to help. A 
tactful approach might be 
offering the loan of a cat 
basket (borrow or buy one if 
necessary) to facilitate the trip 
to the surgery. I’m sure the cat 
can return to an itch-free life 
with some simple treatment. 

I'm about to make a 
new year resolution to 
worm my Yorkshire terrier 
regularly. What's the best 
warmer and how often Is it 
necessary? 

An adult dog should be 
wormed every three or 
four months and puppies 
more frequently. You're aim¬ 
ing at Taxocam canis — toe 
round worm — which doesn’t 
upset fully grown dogs but 
can. rarely, cause Trouble in 
people. 

The worm eggs, front 
infected dogs, develop on 
grass under warm, moist con¬ 
ditions. Children may pick up 
worm larvae while playing in 
a park and. if the immature 
worm survives in a human — 
and the vast majority don’t — 
it can damage the eye. leading 
to some loss of sight 
When a dog picks up worm 
larvae most of them survive, 
but many remain inactive for 
years as immature cysts in the 
muscles. Wormers based on 
piperazine are effective only 
against adult worms in the 
dog’s intestine. 

More sophisticated prepa¬ 
rations contain fenbendazole 
and deal with immature cysts 
as well. This would be my 
choice. Your vet can supply the 
right dose, then all you have to 
do is remember your resolu¬ 
tion. 

James Allcock 

• Write to The Times Vet, 

Weekend. The Times, 

I Pennington Street. London Ei 
9XN. Advice is offered without 
legal responsibility. 


ADOPT ME 



Ash: playful and friendly 


ASH is a five-year-old female 
Labrador-cross who was 
brought into Wood Green 
Animal Shelter as a stray. She 
is playfol and friendly, but a 
little too boisterous for some 
dogs and cats. Ash would suit 
a home with children, prefera¬ 
bly as the only animal. 

For -more information, 
please contact Wood Great 
Animal Shelter on 01480 
830014. 
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14 • new year sales 


WEEKEND ■ SATURDAY DECEMBER 2? MU 



THE TIMES GUIDE TO THE BEST SALES 


B£VWJl£VY 




Prime sites for bargain hunters 


□ Debenhams 

334-118 Oxford Street. Wl. 
and branches nationwide 
(0I71-5S030Q0). From 
today. 

Up "to 50 per cent off items 
throughout the store. 


□ Fenwick 
New Bond Street, IV7 
(0171-029 9161) and branches 
nationwide. From today 
for three weeks. 

Up to 50 per cent off items 
throughout the store and an 
extra 10 per cent off all sale 
prices between 930am and 
1pm today. 

Women's wear: Nicole Farhi 
swing coats with fake fur 
collar in wool/cashmere re¬ 
duced from £429 to £299; 
Christian Lacroix plain or 
prim jeans from £75 to £49. 


□ Harrods 
S7 Brampton Road. 
Knightsbridge. SWI 
(0171-73012MI. 

Jan 7-31. 

Up to 55 per cent off items 
throughout the store with an 
extra 10 per cent off purchases 
made nn Jan 10 by Harrods 


account holders. Customers 
spending £200 or more in a 
single transaction during the 
first four days of the sale can 
enter a draw to win a Land 
Rover Freelander. Sale items 
include up to 50 per cent off 
selected Helmut Lang wom¬ 
en’s wear; 40 per cent off Jil 
Sander; 30 per cent off Prada 
(eg, grey woollen skinny-rib 
top was £204. sale price £140); 
30 per cent off Ben de Usi: 
Ralph Lauren ski jacket with 
for trim from £690 to £449: 
Trussandi velvet jeans were 
£99.95, now £69.96: 30 per 
cent off Armani polo shirts; 
Harrods peacock cashmere 
and wool blend coat was £229, 
now £159. 

Men’s wean 30 per cent off 
Designer Collections, eg, 
Romeo Gigli velvet single- 
breasted jacket from £529 to 
£349; Lanvin silk ties from 
£59.95 to £39.95; three Chris¬ 
tian Dior shirts for £90; 
Harrods cashmere sweater 
was £229. now E159; up to 50 
per oent off Deisey New Club 
premium range luggage (eg, 
77cm suitcase was £149. now 
£73.95): 35 per cent off 


The sales are here, and for the devoted legions armed with credit cards, nothing 
matches the excitement of striking gold at a knockdown price, says Deborah Kiag 


Travelpro crew series (eg, 
black rolling garment trolley 
from £209 to £135); 30 per cent 
off Hedgren soft bags; 35 per 
cent off Harman tapestry 
range; Kojis 15.23 carat dia¬ 
mond was £175,000, now 
£87,500; 50 per cent off Thom¬ 
son video Nicam; 10 per cent 
off all guitars; 50 per cent off 
Harrods sterling silver cut¬ 
lery; Hevea wooden chopping 
board was £13.95. now £6.95: 
50 per cent off selected cotton 
table linens; 30-50 per cent off 
selected children's wear 
in coding Paul Smith. Sally 
Membrey and David Charles. 


□ Haney Nichols 
109-I2S Knightsbridge. 

SWI (0171-2355000.). From 
today to Jan 11. 

Up to 50 per cent off many 
items. During the first four 
days of the sale there will be 
an additional 10 per cent 
discount for Harvey Nichols 
account holders. A Tocca 


embroidered dress was £295, 
sale price E177; Donna Karan 
Signature charcoal-stripe suit 
from £1,040 to £520; Galliano 
ruffle dress with rose was 
£1.025, now £51250; CK cash- 
mere coat was £2340. sale 
price £1.170. Men’s wear: se¬ 
lected Kenzo shirts were £70. 
sale price £38: CK leather 
jacket from £590 to £354; 
Giorgio Armani Pure New 
Wool suit was £615, now £399. 
Dolce & Gabhana leather bag 
from £435 to £21730; Mul¬ 
berry wallpaper was £2730 
per roll, sale price £7; Design¬ 
ers Guild duvet set was £65. 
now £45. 


□ House of Fraser 

Army & Navy. Victoria 
Street. SWI (0171-S341234): 
Barkers. Kensington High 
Street. W8 (0171-9375432): 
Diddns €5 Jones, Regent 
Street, Wl (0171-734 7070): 
DH Evans . Oxford Street, 
Wl (0171-629SS00) and 


stores nationwide 
(0171-9632236). From 
today. 

Men's wear, up to 30 per cent 
off selected sportswear and 20 
per cent off selected coats; £10 
off Christian Dior dress shirts. 
Women’s wean up to 50 per 
cent off selected items. 
Homewean from 20 to 50 per 
cent off selected bed linen and 
gODsedcwn and Headier pil¬ 
lows; 50 per cent off selected 
rowels; up to 50 per cent off 
selected cookware items. Elec¬ 
trical: Toshiba 21in Nicam 
colour television was £379.99, 
sale price £299.99; Hoover 
Al 110 auto-washer was 
£399.99, now £329.99; 
Kenwood mini hi-fi was 
£329.99. sale price £229.99. 


mere crew neck was £215, now 
£129; liberty Foulard ties were 
£35. now £1730; Madder silk 
ties were £3930, now £1930. 


coordinated separates includ¬ 
ing Moschino. Mulberry. 
Olsen, Gerry Weber and con¬ 
temporary fashions, eg. 
Marella. Fink. Jean-Paul and 
a selection of evening wear. 


stock items from £10 ro £20. 


FASHION 


SHOPAROUND 



VlR Clinics 


Whu is die co m i o on m medical 
condition of alL in men 

IMPOTENCE 

Wbai is the mofl neglected 

IMPOTENCE 

Time for a dotage! 

WHY NOT TREAT IT 


with tbe best, latest, 
natural methods? 

For honest, confidential advice, 
write to ns or cal): 0800 163861 
21, Sandringham Court, London 
WJV1FE 


HOT"WHEAT-a-BOTTLE 

Alternative hot water bottle 

■Takes 2 minutes to prepare ■ Lasts for 
years ■Soothes aches A pains for hours 
Use as a water bottle or for pain reBat Helps with 
Arthritis. Rheumatism, shit joints. Heat in microwave 
tor Z mins to activate pure wheal grains that retain 
h«a for hours. Very Safe. No boiling water. Use It —^ar 

anytime. Soft and supple to mould to your body. 

Money refund guarantee, 24 hair despatch. New range of novaty shaped 
HBans, puppies & Xmas sacks espedaliy lor CKMren. Ideal Chriatnws gifts 
from grandparents. 

ALL only £9.95 each plus £2 PAP (order two or more P&P FHSEL 
Smnd cheque, PO, vfaa. UostmrcMri No. to: 

LI. Promotions, Dept T4. FREEPOST NEA1893, HARROGATE. HG27BR 
ORDER LINE 24Hr 0800 731 7467 (Quote ref T2) 



BEST EVER JANUARY\ 



UP 

TO 


40% OFF 


+ INTEREST FREE CREDIT + FREE UK DELIVERY 



trait uncmmE an. w oouw smsoaMT.utC - o'* booted wpeh&t sms or oubb 



f.nr sut s vnu or iktob.l'i iw. iuu stue ot Dt$i tv ftsp arw2n*ai£ s 


The worlds larges display of fine English solid Mahogany, Walnut, Yew 
& Birdseye Maple antique replica Aimirure 
made by mastiscrahsracn ro a standard unsurpassed this century. 


Moe-Sai 9m-5. iOpm Nets Yuan Day 10 am - 5 .30pm 

BRITISH ANTIQUE REPLICAS 


V 


12 SCHOOL CLOSE. QUEEN SLEABbTH AVE, BURGESS WLL 
i arms* wawK*. A wwmw! VEST SUSSEX RHl i 9KX 


Tel: 01444 245577= 




West of England 

REPRODUCTIONFURNITURE 



AT FACTORY PRICES IS MAHOGANY. 
YEW & OAK 

CORNER CABINETS 
7 different cabinets in 2 
sizes from £225 


BOOKCASES Break-from and 
Straight-front from 3' -9" wide and 
tT -7* high. 


TABLES & CHAIRS 

7* Mahogany table with 2 Carvers and 4 Chaim from £645. 
Over 40 varieties of tables to suit hums of all size. Over 30 
designs uf chair in traditional designs. 



* Muh ki iior ^aatfcaliun luamdi ci&ana lurmnor in 
bonp- (Ennis town "t kiuka. 

* BUHVfitTSndlupHliK. 

* UUe( rjnge cmawg LMcl tiuin. wJckMnfa. touLcnct, 
Dnpfcn CjHnrls.TV & Ht-Fi CaMttb, nea opn al pitta »: 

* FREE tlFLlVtlCY fa oftknaieritngOrhroi^lijatibc 
Nnnti irf England. irthepAe a nowwuil ckwp. 



TV X HI-FI CABINETS 
-P.' = V1 To sub equipment of all 
prices fromiltiS 


r 


HAND-MADE OAK 
A complete range of 
traditional hand-made 
Ctak St Ash Ihwsefs. 
Refcauy Tables. Gac- 
Lcg tables and Chaus. 




DESKS 
From }' x 31“ to 6‘ x 4'. 
Price, from £250-£2450 



Alt maces include vac 


w: 


FREE COLOUR BROCHURE & PRICE LIST 


W’«r of England Reproduction Furniture 
3 Bo/del Court, bfounditona Buww* Porfc, Yaovd, Scmersef. BA22 8BU 

TEL: 01935 706331 - FAX: 01935 432238 

Aiw at- WtfmMih 013CS 774771 * Wlaiw0 )*26 4V237S 
Nofthomoi*- 01404 207S9 





□ John Lewis 
Oxford Street. Wl 
(0171-6297711); Brent ' 

Cross Shopping Centre 
(0181-2026535); Peter 
Jones, Sloane Square, SWI 
(0171-7303434) and 23 
stores nationwide. Scotland, 
Cheadle, nr Manchester, 
Central London & High 
Wycombe from Dec 29. - 
Rest of the UK from Dec 30. 
caff 0171-629 7711 to find 
which date is correct for your ■ 
nearest branch. 

Up to 50 per cent off selected 
lines. The “never knowingly 
undersold" policy is still in 
operation during the dear- 
a nee period. Branches sell 
good quality seconds through¬ 
out me sale. Men’s wear. 
Christian Dior shirts in as¬ 
sorted colours at £1930, 
Janelle shirts at £9.95. 

Women’s wean Janelle knit¬ 
wear feg, 100 per cent wool 
jackets were £79, now E55j, 
end-of-range Merino knitwear 
from £1930 to E12-50, classic 
courtelle knitwear was £16, 
now £9.95, 

Reductions of up to 20 per 
cent on many items of china 
and 35 per cent off stocks of 
Johnson Brothers' Heritage, 
Indies and Regency. Seconds 
include Portmeinon 27 cm 
plate from £930 to £6.15, 
Heniy Watson’S pestle and 
mortar was £7.95, now £5-25; 
Tefal-Utrabase in Cobalt Blue 
(eg. 16cm saucepan £13; om¬ 
elette pan. £530; 28cm frying 
pan E9.50): Alva stainless steel 
cookware (eg, 18cm steamer. 
£23). Selected furniture items: 
Harvard large sofa £595; 
sofabed E795. Ready-made 
curtains, 218cm x 228cm, were 
E69, now £49; seconds from . 
£49 to £25; 50 per cent off 
many fabrics, eg. Sanderson 
seconds were £1630 per metre, 
now £7.95: Windsor Damask, 
was £1530, now £7.95; four- 
head Nicam video recorder 
£229. 


□ Selfridges 
Oxford Street. Wl 
(0171-6291234). From 
today. 

The store will pirovjde free 
energy-boosting, stress-reliev¬ 
ing spa treatments in desig¬ 
nated areas. Up to 50 per cent 
off selected items including 
women's fashion, eg, Ralph 
Lauren, Adrienne Vittadini 
and Mare 11a Sport. Up to 25 
per cent off selected and 
electronic goods — eg, Sharp 
camcorder was £999.99, sale 
price £599.99; Electrolux up¬ 
right vacuum cleaner was 
£150, now £99. Up to 50. per 
cent off china and gfetsswear. 
Special reductions: Katharine 
Hamnett velvet wrap coat was 
£539, sale price £99; Christo¬ 
pher Farr Kilim rug from 
£3,000 to £500. 


□ Amanda Wakeley 
80 Fulham Road. 5W? 
(0171-5S4 4009). From Jan 
6 . 

Discounts of between 30 and 
80 per cent on daywear,, eve¬ 
ning wear and cashmere. 


□ Betty Jackson 
311 Brompton Road. SW3 
(0171-539 7884). From today. 
All reductions are 30 per cent: 
eg, sheepskin coat was £780, 
now £546; Merino sweaters 
were £143. now £100; suede 
trousers were £429. now £300. 


□ Aqoascutum 

100 Regent Street, Wl 
/Hum WMWI Sale no 


□ Bhs 

252-258 Oxford Street. Wl 
(0171-2623288): 139 branches 
nationwide. From today. 

Lip to 30 per cent off selected 
items across all departments. 


(0800282922). Sale now on 
until Jan 3L 

Up to 50 per cent off selected 
lines throughout the store.' 
Women's wear, silk blouses 
were £175, now £95; cashmere 
coats from £1,295 to £795; wool 
jadeets were £350. sale price 
£175; short raincoats were 
£350. now £175; quilted silk 
jackets from £225 to £125; 
woollen skirts , were £150 to 
£95; pure wool trousers were 
£175, now £95; Gore-tex: jack¬ 
ets from £375 to £225: fine wool 


P Brawns 

23-27SbuthMolton - 
Street. Wl (0171-4917833). 
From Jan 3-31. 

Up to 50 per cent off a wide 
selection of items. 




□ Burberry 

18-22 Haymarket, SWI; 

165 Regent Street. Wl 
(0171-7344060). From 
today. 

Selected items up to 50 per 
cent off, eg, women’s trendi- 
coats were £575, sale price 
£375: cashmere coats were 
£895, now £595; men's checked 
shirts £85, now £45; blazers 
were £325 ,'.sale price £195. 



□ BurtbiT' ■" 

Branches nationwide 
(0171-291-25U). From today. 
Many lines up to one-third off. 


□ CSA 

Branches nationwide 
(0171-6291244). From today. 
Up to 50 per cent discount on 
clothes for all the family. 


□ Chanel 

26 Old Bond Street. Wl 
(0171-493 5040); 31 Sloane 
Street. SWI 

(0171-235 6631). From Jan 
9-17. 

Discounts of 30 per cent on 
ready-to-wear and a range of 
evening wear and accessories: 


□ Country Casuals 
1-5 Poland Street, Wl 
(0171-2875181); 
branches nationwide 
(0121-2122405). 

Sale now on. 

Up to 50 per cent reduction on 
casual wear, chunky knitwear 
-and most accessories. 


REGIONS 


□ liberty 

214-220 Regent Street, Wl, - 

and branches nationwide 
(0171-7341234). From 
today to Jan 4. 

Up to 50 per cent off items 
throughout the store. Gflt- 
frame! wall mirrors were 
£399, now £199; jacquard cot¬ 
ton double bedspreads were 
£110, sale price £55; satin 
striped bed linen for double 
bed was £110. now £55; 
Shakespeare sofa in brick and 
black chenille was £3J95, now 
£1395: Royal Worcester bone 
china “Garrick” seconds (eg, 
dinner plate was £12.95, now 
£6.45). Five-piece set of Bon¬ 
anza saucepans were £170. 
sale price £99. 

Women’s wear. 50 per cent 
off Nicole Farhi, Ralph 
Lauren. John Galliano; Mar¬ 
tin Kidman velvet jeans were 
ESS. sale price £4230; Liberty 
long velvet devort scarves, 
were £145. now £7230; 50 per 
cent off Italian leather 
handbags. 

Men’s wean Ralph Lauren 
polo shirts were £60, now £35; 
casual shirts were £ 90 , sale 
price £49; Alan Paine cash- 


□ Ben tails 

High Street. Bracknell, 
Berkshire (01344 424678); 
Broadway Centre. Ealing. 
London W5 (0181-5673040); 
Wood Street. Kingston 
upon Thames. Surrev 
(0181-5461001); Lakkide 
Shopping Centre, West 
Thurrock. Essex 
(01708 860077); The Angel ' 
Centre. Tonbridge, Kent 
(01732 771177); 19-23 South 
Street. Worthing, West Sussex 
(01903 231801). General 
inquiries (0181-5462002). 
Front Tuesday; some stores 
differ, so check first. 

Up tp 50 per cent off. 


knitwear was £250, now £150. 

Men's wear: corduroy trou¬ 
sers were £125, now £85; cotton 
business shirts were £59, sale 
price £39: cashmere knitwear 
was £225, now £155; leisure 
shirts from £79 to £55; wool 
coats from £495 to £345; 
trenchcoats were £675, now 
£465; suits from £550 to £385; 
leisure jackets from £275 to 
£195. 


□ Diesel 

55 Argyll Street, WC1 
(0171-8332255). From today. 
Firom 30 to 50 per cent reduc¬ 
tions on selected items. 


□ Donna Karan 

19 New Bond Street. Wl 
{0171-495 3100). From today . 
Discounts off selected items. 


■ □ Armando PoDim 

35 Brook Street, Wl 
(0171-6297606). 

Sale now on. 

From. 30. to 40 per . cent 
reductions; leather knee- 
length boots from £188 to £90. 


□ DKNY 

27 OldBond Street. W/ 
(0171-49?8089). From today. 
Discounts from 20-70 per cent 
off the antumn/winter 
collection. 


□ Demters 

High Street. Yeovil, 

Somerset (01935444444). 

From today to Jdn24 .. 

Up to 50 per rent off men’s and 
women's fashions and house¬ 
hold goods. 


□ Hoopers 
The Promenade, 

Cheltenham (01242527505); 
North Street. Chichester, 

West Sussex (01243533103); . 
The Strand. Torquay 
(01803 212754); Mount 
Pleasant Road, 7 'unbridge 
Wells (01892 530222); ‘ 
Hoopers for Men, The 
Great Hall. Tunbridge Welb 
(01S92 529223) and . 
Alderlev Road, WUmsJow, 
Cheshire (01625525381); 
AUerton Road, Bradford '. 
(01274491311); James 
Street, Harrogate 
(01423 504091). Forfurther 
details call free on 0800 
318216. Sale starts today. 

Up to 50 per cent off 


□ Austin Reed 

Branches nationwide 
(0800 5854791 From today. 
Men* wear: double-breasted 
navy suit was £279, now £199; 
hemngbone single-cuff shirt 
was £4230. Kile, price £35. 

Women's wean co-ordinat¬ 
ing trousers were £8950. sale 
price £44.75; mock chamois 
shirts were £99. now £4930; 
navy double-breasted jacket 
was £29, sale price E12930, 


□ Emporio Armani 

191 Brompton Road, SW3 
(0171-823 8818); 57-59 Long 
Acre, WC2 (0171-9(76882); 
112a New Bond Street. Wl 
(0177-491 SOSO); 8*86 King 
Street, Manchester 
(0161-8398789); 19 John 
Street. The Italian Centre, 
Glasgow (0141-5522277). 
Sale starts today. 

Reductions of 30 to 50 
percent 


□ Benetton 

Branches nationwide, 
checkfor sale dates ' 
(0(71-6474200). Regent . 
Street megdstore sale 'begins 
today. t 1 
Up to 50 per cent reductions. 


□ Episode 

172 Regent Street, Wl 
(0171^393561) and 
brandies nationwide . 
(0271-58942^9). 

Sale now on, 

Black velvet trouser suit. Jack¬ 
et was £219. now £153; trousers 
were £129, sale price £90; four- 
ply silk full-length dress with 
front split was £199. now E139. 


□.Bertie! 

36 South' Moltoh Street. 

Wl (0171-4935033). 26 
.brandies nationwide, 
inquiries (0171-3803800). Sale 

now on. , 

: Many items at half price; old 


Q French Connection 
2-® Regent Street. W], 

and fytutches nationwide _ 

(0171-5802507). Sale starts 

today-:. „■ 

lip to 30 per cent off selected 
items. . 


$ 
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□ Georges Rech 
181-182 Sloane Street, 

SW1 (0171-235 3343). Also 
Fenwick, Harrods, Harvey 

J Nichols and Self ridges. 

From Dec 29. 

Up to 30 per cent off most 
items. 

□ Gianni Versace 

34-35 Old Bond Street, W1 
(0171-4991862); Italian 
Centre, Glasgow 
(0141-5526510). 

From Jan 5. 

Up to 30 per cent off. 

□ Giorgio Armani 
37 Sloane Street. SW1 
(0171-235 6232). From today. 
Reductions of 30 to 50 per cent. 

□ Hennes 

261-271Regent Street. W 1 
(0171-1954003). Other 
branches: Brent Cross, 

Marble Arch, Kingston upon 
Thames, Harrow. 

Croydon. Watford, 

Wimbledon and branches 
nationwide. Inquiries: . 
0171-2552031. 

Sale now on. 

All stock reduced by 50 per 
cent Black lace cardigan from 
£29.99 to £14.99; black velvet 
shirt from £19.99 to £9.99; long 
black fake fur coat was £99.99. 
sale price £49-99- 

□ Hermes 

179 Sloane Street, SWI.. r. 
(0171-8231014); 155 NewBond 
Street, W1 (01714998856)." f 
Jan 3-10. 

Selected ready-to-wear items 
reduced 40-60 percent. 

□ Joseph 

26 Sloane Street, SW1 ■ 

& (0171-2355470); 23 Old Bond - 
• Street, W1 (0171-6293713); 

28 Brook Street, Wl 
(0171-6296077); 

124 DraycottAvenue. SW3 
(0171-2250364); 77 Fulham 
Road. SW3 (general inquiries 
0171-8239500). 

From today. 

Discounts of up to 30 per cent 
on selected items including / 
coats, trousers and leather-, 
wear. 

□ Jaeger 

200-206Regent Street. WI 
(0171-2004000). WO stores 
nationwide, general 
inquiries (0171-2004211'). 

Sate now on. 

Discounts from 20-50 per cent, 
cu eg, 52 per cent off black beaded 
V evening dress; 53 per cent off 
cashmere pullover; 50 per cent 
off damson velvet jacket 

□ Karen MQien 

Brandies nationwide 
(01622664032). From today. 
From 30 to 50 per cent 
discount - 

□ Ken Lane 

30 Buriihgton Arcade. Wl 
(0171-4991364) and 58 
Beauchamp Place, SW3 
(0171-5841985). From Dec 29. 

Up. to 50 per cent off a wide 
selection of costume jewellery 
and a further 25 per cent off 
existing sale items. 

<_ □ Kingshill Mail Order 

.■*' Foramesef theKingshill 
BritisfiDesigner Collections 
and the-Diffusion 
catalogues, call 01494 890555. 
Sale nowon. 

From. : 25 per cent off all 
designer styles in both 
catalogues. 

□ Koh Sam to 

65 Monmouth Street, 

WC2(0171-2404280). 

Sale starts today. 

Up to 60 per cent off designer 
clothes. 

□ Koddi 

123 Kensington. High 
Street. W&25 branches 
nationwide, inquiries 
01714374411. Starts today. 

Up to 50 per cent off. 


24-36Regmt Street. SWI 
(0171-9154000). Eight 

brandies nationwide. 

From toddy. 

Discounts; on many lines; 
25-5Q per cent off. 

□ Marks* Spencer 

Afarfjfe Are*. Oxford 
Street. WlfOPf-935 7954); 


286 branches nationwide, 
inquiries 0171-9354422. 

From today. 

End of season clearance. 

□ MaxMara 

32 Sloane Street, SW1 
(0171-235 7941); 153 New Bond 
Street, Wl (0171-4914748). 
From today. 

Up t o 20 per cent off selected 
items. 

□ Miss Selfridge 
Branches nationwide: 
0181-9101399 or 
0171-9384182. 

Sale now on. 

Short-sleeved dresses were 
£25, now E10: long coats with 
fur collar were Q25, now £55; 
chenille V-necks were £20. 
now £10. 

□ Monsoon 

Branches nationwide 
(0171-3133000). From today 
Up to 50 per cent off the 
collection. Aster cardigan was 
£85.; now £60; Geisha sflk 
jacket was £199, sale price 
- £135; short strappy Soraya 
dress was £180, now £80; 
velvet evening coat was £175, 
sale price 025. Accessorize 
shops are reducing selected 
items by 50 per cent 

□ Midbeny 

41-42 NewBond Street, WI 
(01714914323); 

185 Brampton Road, SW1 
(0171-225 0313); 23-25 
Swmegate, York 
(Q 190^ 6Iipf5). From 

Up to 50 per cent off selected 
items, eg, silk taffeta blouse 
. was £215, now £139; full-length 
vehret opera coat was £695, 
sale price £499. Accessories; 
Kelby bag was £345, now 
• £229. Home collection: paisley 
' tartan throw was £159, now 
£7930: selected wallpapers 
were E25 per roll, now £7. 

□ Next 

Three hundred-branches 
nationwide. : 

Inquiries0116-2849424, 

From today. ■ 

:. Up to 50 per cent off most 
items: Women’s wear: Camel 
stretch jacket was £99, now 
£44.99; stretch bootleg trou¬ 
sers ware. £44.99, sale price 
£19.99. Men's wean navy wool 
panstripe jacket.was £105. now 
£49.99. Reductions on chil¬ 
dren's wear and interiors. 

□ Nicole Farid 

158 New Bond Street, WI 
(D17I-4998368): 

193 Sloane Street, SWI 
(DT71-2350877); 12 Floral 
Street, WC2 
(0171-4978713); 25-26 
St Ch risiophefs Place, 

WJ (0171-4863416); 

27 Hampstead High 
Street. NW3 (0171-435 0866). 
Sale nowon until mid- 
Jan. 

Up to 30 per cent reductions 
on selected items. ■ 

□ Nougat 

Nougat at Fenwicks, Brent 
Cross Shopping Centre 
(0181-2028200); Jill Black. 
Barton Arcade. Manchester 
(0161-8345160). 

Sale starts today. _ . 

30 per cent off most items. 

□ Oasis 

292 Regent Street, Wl. and 
branches nationwide 
(0171-4521000). Sale now oil 
Up to 50 per cent off.selected 
hems, bigger markdowns 
from Dec 29. Tiger-print skirts 
were £39.99, now £24.99: mar¬ 
ble-print jackets were £89.99, 
now £49.99: cross-over se» 
quinned dress was £59.99. 
now £39.99; up to.90 per cent 
off selected jewellery. 

□ OshKosh B*Gosh 
17 Kings Road. SW3 
(0171-7301341). 

Sale now on. 

Up to 50 per cent off selected 
merchandise. 

□ Patri ck Cox 
8Smons-Street.SW3 
(0171-730 6504). Patrick Cor 
Wannabe, 139 Sloane 
Street. SWI (0171-7308886). 
From today. 

Up to 40 per cent off men^ 

shoes and 30 per cent off 
ladies’; up to 50 per cent on 

selected items. 


□ Paul Smith 
4044 Floral Street. WC2 
(DJ71-836 7828); 10 Byard 
Lane, Nottingham 
(0115 9506712);6668 
Bridge Street. Manchester 
(0161-8319111). Inquiries 
0171-379 7133. Paul Smith 
Jeans, 9-11 Langley Court, 
WC2. From Jan 2 at London 
and Nottingham 
branches. 

Discounts up to 30 per cent 
with special reductions on 
selected hems. 

PenhaGgem's 
20a Brook Street, WI 
(0171-493 0002), 16 Burlington 
Arcade, Wl 
(0171-6291416); 

41 Wellington Street, ■ 

WC2; (0171-8362150). Sale 
starts today until mid-Jan. 

8 Royal Exchange, EC3 
(0171-2830711). Sale starts 
Dec 30. 

Lords cologne spray from £27 
to £15: Violetta Bath Essence 
was £21, now £15; Venetian 
Cameo Aqua and Pearl ear¬ 
rings from £350 to £120; gilded 
enamel Egg Bottle was EL25, 
sale price E30. 

□ Prada 

4345Sloane Street. SWI 
(0171-235 0008). From today. 
Up to 30 per cent off 
autumn/win ter collection. 

□ Ravri 

184-188 Oxford Street. Wl 
(0171*4363126) and branches 
nationwide (0171-631,-. 

0224). Sale novrarC*~ ■" 

Up to 30 per cent off. 

□ Red or Dead 

38 Kensington High 
Street, W8 (0171-9371649); 

33 Neal Street. WC2. 

From today. 

Up to 40 per cent off all stock 
Knee-high boots from £99 to 
E69; learner shoes from £75 to 
£49: trousers were £79, sale 
price £55. 

□ Reiss 

The Reiss Building, 114 
King’s Road, SW3; 116 Long 
Acre, WC2:245Regent 
Street, Wl; and branches in 
Leeds, Manchester. 
Birmingham and Glasgow 
(0171-2254900). Sale starts 
today. 

Discounts of 10 to 50 per cent 
on men’s wear. 


□ River Island 
Branches nationwide 
(0181-9988822). Sale now on. 
Black bootleg trousers were 
£24.99. now £12.99; chocolate 
pinstripe jacket was £49.99. 
sale price £29.99. 

□ Russell & Bromley 
24-25 NewBond Street, 
London WI;41 branches 
nationwide. Inquiries 

(0171-629 6903). Sale now on. 
Discounts from 30-50 per cent. 

□ The Scotch House 
2 Brampton Road. 
Knightsbridge, SWI; 84456 
Regent Street, Wl; 39-41 
Princes Street, Edinburgh 
(0171-5812151). From 
today. 

Up to 40 per cent off a wide 
selection of items. 

□ Simpson Piccadilly 

203Piccadilly, WI. 

Customer inquiries 
(0171-7342002). From 
today until Jan 3/. 

All customers can enter a free 
draw during the sales period 
to win £500. Up to 50 per cent 
off many items including col¬ 
lections by MaxMara. 
Synonyme arid Paul Costelloe; 
20 per cent off coats from 
Mansfield, Schneider, 

. Fteminella. DAKS quilted jack¬ 
ets for women were £329, now 
£164.50. Men’s wean DAKS 
suits from £299 to £149; Simp¬ 
son overcoats were £350, now 
£275. 

□ Snow and Rock 
188 Kensington High 
Street. WB (0171-9370872); 

8 GreysJnn Road, WC1 
(0171-8316900); Sr A lbans 
Hill, Hemel Hempstead, 

Herts (01442235305); 

14 Priory Queenswav, 
Birmingham (0121-2368280); 
Vale Road, Parkwood 
Springs, Sheffield 
(0114-2751700). Inquiries, 
(01932 569569). Branches in 
Sheffield, Hemel MIS 
superstore. Sale now on until 
Jan H. Birmingham and 
London stores from today. 
Selected offers on bools, skis 
and snowboards and up to 30 
per cent off certain hems of 
dothing. 

□ Tie Rack 

487 Oxford Street. Wl; 49 
Regent Street. Wl, and 


branches nationwide 
(01S1-2302333). From today. 
Up to 50 per cent off selected 
items. 

□ Timberfand 

72 NewBond Street. Wl 
(0171-1952139). Inauiries 
(0345 66998S). From today 
From 30-40 per cent discount 
on many items. 

□ Valentino 

174 S/oane Street, SWI 
(0171-2355855); Miss 
Valentino. 160 New Bond 
Stiver. Wl (0171-4932698). 
Sale nowon. 

Up to 60 per cent off selected 
hems. 

□ Vivienne Westwood 

6 Davies Street. WI 
(0171-6293757); 43 Conduit 
Street. Wl (0171-4391109); 
World’s End, 430King's 
Road. SWIO (0171-3526551) 
Sale starts Jan 3. 

Up to 20 per cent off selected 
items. 

□ Wallis 

217 Oxford Street. Wl, and 
branches nationwide 
(0181-9101333). 

Discounts of up to 50 per cent. 

□ Warehouse 

19-21 Argyll Street, WI 
(0171-4377101); 75 branches 
nationwide, inquiries 
0171-278 3491. From today. 
Discounts of between £5 
and £20 on selected items. 

□ Watches of 
Switzerland 

16 New Bond Street. WI 
(0171-493 5916); brunches 
nationwide (0171-9317171). 
From today until Jan 24. 

Up to 50 per cent off a wide 
range of well-known names. 

□ Whistles 

12-14 St Christopher’s 
Place. WI, and branches 
nationwide (0171-4874484). 
Sale now on. 

From 20 to 50 per cent off 
selected items. 

□ Yves Saint Laurent rive 
gauche Femme 

33 Sloane Street. SWI 
(0171-235 6706); 137 NewBond 
Slreer. WI (0171-4931800). 
From today. 

Up to 50 per cent off aut- 
u inn/winter stock Women's 


wean Wool knitted bootleg 
trousers were £395, now £235: 
n'ger-prim velvet scarf was 
£100, now £75: black and 
brown suede ankle boots were 
£195. now £115. Men's wear, 
wool check jacket was £640. 
now £3®; single-breasted pin¬ 
stripe suit was £750, now £375. 

HOMES AND 
INTERIORS 

□ Bridgewater/Matthew 
Rice 

789 Fulham Road.SW6 
(0171-3719033). From Jan 
7-24.4th floor. Harvey 
Nichols. From today for 
three weeks. 

A! least 40 per cent off pottery, 
cookware and linens. Salad 
bowl was £52.95, now £32.95: 
50 per cent off Matthew Rice 
discontinued lines. 

□ The Conran Shop 
Michelin House, 81 
Fulham Road. SW3 
(0171-589 7401). From Jan 
10 for two weeks. 

Reductions of up to 50 per cent 
on ex-display upholstery and 
furniture. Generous reduc¬ 
tions on discontinued ranges. 
Bargains in damaged goods 
and samples. 

□ C.P. Hart 
Newnham Terrace, 

Hercules Road, SE1 
(0171-9021000). 

From Jan 17-31. 

Substantial discounts on bath¬ 
room products, eg, roll-top 
baths from £550 to' £300. WCs 
from £395 to E230. 

G Damask 

34 Braxholme House, New 
King’s Road, SW6 
(0171-7313553). 

FmmJan7-3i. 

Selected lines of nightwear 
and home furnishings 25-50 
per cent off: two-tone Jacquard 
weave throws, single was £59, 
now’ £44: Ddphine cotton 
tablecloths were £69, sale 
price £34.50. 

□ David Mellor 

4 Sloane Square, SWI 
(0171-7304259). From Jan 3. 
Ten per cent discount on all 
standard goods., 20 per cent 
on most ranges of David 
Mellor cutlery and up to 90 
per cent on slightly damaged 
or shop-soiled merchandise. 



□ Descamps 

197 Sloane Street, SWI 
(0171-2356957). From today 
for three weeks. 

30 per cent off 1996/97 
collection. 

□ Designers Guild 
267King’s Road, SW3 
(0171-2437300). 

Sale from Jan 10-24. 
Warehouse: 6 Relay Road. 
Ariel Way off Wood Lane, 
W12. (Sale hotline: 
0171-2437343.) 

Begins Jan 17. 

Between 30 and 50 per cent off 
discounted lines: 40 per cenr 
off seconds. 

□ Diverti ra ml i 

45-47 Wigmore Street, Wl 
(0171-9350689):3941 
Fulham Road. SW3 (0171- 
5818065). From Jan 10-24. 

Up to 50 per cent discount on 
selected items and discontin¬ 
ued lines. 30 per cent off hand- 
painted Italian tabiewear and 
25 per cent off Milon French 
tabiewear. 

□ General Trading 
Company 

144 Sloane Street . SWI 
(0171-7300411): 10Argyle 
Street. Bath 
(01225 461507); 24 Dyer 
Street. Cirencester 
(01285652314). From Jan 
7-24. 

Reductions of up to 50 per cent 
on merchandise throughout 
the shop. Twenty-five per cent 
off dinner services, eg. Royal 
Worcester “Medici Green- 
dinner plates were £40, now 
£24: 50430 per cent off cush¬ 
ions and naTural linens. 

□ Graham & Green 

4,7 and 10 Elgin Crescent, 

Wll (0171-7274594). From Jan 
2-31. 

Reductions from 20-50 per 
cent on many collections 
including Ciaudie Pierlot, 
Ghost. John Rocha and 
Yoshiki Hishinuma; Loliia 
Lempicka red satin dress was 
£164.50. now £95: 30 per cent 
off Indian furniture. 

□ Habitat 

Stores nationwide (0645 
334433). From today. 

Save EI00 on upholstery and 
furniture and up to 50 per cent 
off lighting and tabiewear, eg. 
ceramic table lamp now £10. 
Duvet covers from £15. 

□ Heal's 

196 Tottenham Court 
Road, WI;234King's Road. 
SW3; Tunsgate, 

Guildford. Surrey 
(0171-6361666). From 
today until Jan 18. 

Reductions in all departments 
indude up to 15 per cent off 
selected ranges of furniture, 
upholstery and beds. Custom¬ 
ers who use their account card 
to purchase goods can get an 
extra 10 per cent discounr off 
sale prices. Ruskin dining 
table in solid oak was £959. 
sale price 069; glass hand- 
blown candlesticks were E35. 
now £28. 

□ The Holding Company 

243245 King's Road. SW3 
(0171-3521600; mail order 
0171-6109160). From today 
until Jan II. 

Twenty per cent off stackable 
drawers; 10 per cent off fabric- 
covered boxes; 20 per cent off 
modular doset furniture and 
10 per cent off towd racks. 

□ Jane Chnrdull 

151 Sloane Street. SWI 
(0171-7309S47); Liberty. 

Regent Street. Wl 
(0171-734 1234); 13 Fitzrqy 
Street, Cambridge 
(01223323211). Check 
branches for dates. Sloane St 
sale nowon and runs until 
Jan 15. 

Up to 30 per cent reduction on 
selected items. 

□ Jerry’s Home Store 
163 Fulham Road, SW3 
(0171-5810909); 57 Heath 
Street, Hampstead, NW3 
(0171-794 8622);TheBenta!l 
Centre. Kingston-upon- 
Thames (0181-5495393): 

Home on Four, Harvey 
Nichob. Knightsbridge, SW) 
(0173-245 6251). From 
today until Feb 22. 

Twenty per cent off upholstery 


and up to 50 per cent off 
selected irems including CD 
slot towers from £39.95 to 
£19.95: Dualit toasters were 
£159. sale price £139 and 
cherrywuud dining table, re¬ 
duced from £1,695 to £1,395. 

□ The Monogrammed 
Linen Shop 

168 Walton Street, SW3 
(0171-5894033) and Harvey 
Nichols. From Jan 2 for 
one month. 

Between 20 and 50 per cent off 
selected items. 

□ The Pier 

5/ores nationwide;for 
nearest branch: 0171-637 7001. 
From today to Jan 18. 
Reductions range from 25 to 50 
per cent on furniture, rugs, 
cushions, glassware and ac¬ 
cessories: wicker armchair 
was £95. sale price £69; three- 
drawer bedroom chest was 
£175, now £129. 

□ Purves & Purves 
80-81 and 83 Tottenham 
Court Road, Wl 
(0171-5808223). From 
today to Jan 24. 

Up to 50 per cent off ex-display 
furniture, 10 per cent off any 
single item over £500. “Pisa" 
three-seater sofa and arm¬ 
chair was £2.1%, now £1,750; 
Rumas shelving was £483. 
sale price £3S5; Thor stool was 
£315. sale price £255. 

□ SCP Furniture Ltd 

135439 Curtain Road. 

EC2 (0171-7391S69). 

From Jan 331. 

Up to 50 per cent discount on 
floor samples: discounts of up 
to 15 per cent on all items 
ordered during the sale. 

□ Furnitu reland 

57-63 Croydon Road, SE20 
(0181-7687100). 19 stores 
nationwide. Sale started. 
Many items reduced by up 
to 50 per cent. Madeira three- 
seater sofa was E999. now 
£745; king-size beds were 
£999, sale price E495: 
carpet, including underlay 
and fitting, from £30 per 
sq metre, to £20. 

□ Simon Horn 
Furniture Ltd 

117-121 Wandsworth 
Bridge Road, SW6 
(0171-7311279). 

From Jan 2. 

Up to 40 per cent off discon¬ 
tinued lines and 10 per cent un 
all new orders. Reductions off 
arts and changing units. 

□ Small bone of Devizes 
105-109 Fulham Road. . 

SW3 (0171-5819989). From 
today. 

Reductions on kitchens, bed¬ 
room and bathroom products. 

□ The Source 

2640 Kensington High 
Street. W8 (p171-9372626); 
Lakeside Retail Park. 

West Thurrock. Essex 
(01708890253); 

10 Harbou r Pa rade, 
Southampton 
(017033361411. From today 
for four weeks. 

From 20-30 per cent off select¬ 
ed lines. Conon Tulip double 
duvet was £29.95. now £19.95: 
bathmat from E9.95 to £5: 
Mexican-style throw was 

£34.95. now £24.% 

□ White House 

51 NewBond Street, Wl 
(0171-62935211. 

Dec29-Jan 10. 

Fifteen per cent off stock in all 
departments including silver¬ 
ware. bed linen, china, towel¬ 
ling rubes, blankets and table 
linen. 

• Information correct at time 
of going to prefs. Dates and 
reductions ma}> change at 
short notice. Please check with 
specific shops before making a 
special trip. 


Sale 

January 3-Fe&uaryl 
Coraanwarv luraiuie 

anaoe«cisk*itiefMn* i 
ucX)SQ'*b descoun. 
Mon-Sdl 09 JO-18 30 

135-139 Curtanftxa 
London ECEA3BX 
7381869 
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6 • home life _ 

‘ Men are supposed 

S o a green Christmas make* 9 faj 
churchyard, as we say mSElO. tel 
write, ir hasnT got properly under 
way yet. but already I fear that 
,he insult to my immune system « 

‘TSan with the Toy Saga. Men are 
to be legendarily difficult to 
buy for - but not my m who 
announced with characteristic firmness 
shortly after completing the injemory 
his birthday presents in late November, 
that I would be gettmg him an X-win- 
for Christmas. This is a land of 
s Daces hip. used by either the baddies or 
the goodies in Star Wars U neither know 
nor care which) to zoom about the 
universe in pursuit of thdr virruous or 

wicked ends. They ere widdy a™tabfe 
Alexander assured me from good toy 

Sh lTikeTSudwho knows Ids cwm mind, 
so with approval and relief I noted down 
"Xander. X-Wing". and pur the matter to 
the back of my mind while I got on with 
the '’real Christmas chess game that 
consists of translating the essence ofyour 
loved ones' personalities into some 
perfect but affordable object and then 
presenting their objectified characters 


All nresent and correct - fmally_ 

ssSSSisksSSlSR 


back to them, prettily gift-wrapped and 
tied up with glitter ribbon. 

Until, suddenly, it was Christmas 
week and. “what are you getting for 
Alexander?" asked a colleague, brandish¬ 
ing the Shopping Trolley Barbie that she 
had secured for her daughter. It Bashed 
through my mind that if 1 were buying 
for a girl, I might be tempted to choose, 
say. grande horizontale Barbie, with a 
flat in Cheyne Walk and enough impor¬ 
tant jewellery to secure a dignified old 
age... but this thought had barely 


Street where, in a 
caaiphony of syn¬ 
thetic gaiety—piped 
carols sung by choirs 
of aliens; swags of 
plastic holly; ho-ho- 
hoing from horror- 
movie Santas with 
grog-blossom noses 
— I scurried from 

one packed toy de¬ 
partment to another, 
and all in vain. Ev- 


LIFE AND SOUL 


age... but tms tnougnt “JrLT i 

tarred before it was succeeded by. 1 ““ 


another, truly awful one. 

So far, 1 have bought Alexander for 
Christmas precisely nothing (unless you 
count, which he won’t, a selection of 
improving literature). At this rate he will 
be jumping out of bed on Christmas 
morning and running, with shining eyes 
and tousled curls, to find beneath the 
Christmas tree from his loving Mum¬ 
my ... an IOU. , , 

In a fearful panic I tore on to Oxford 


there were platoons _ c . 

of psychotic Action JAIHe. 9! 

Men in jungle fat- 
igues, and legions of moronic Hercules 
dollies with steroid muscles and teeny 
lorn doths. But I didn't warn an action 
man or a Hercules. 1 wanted an X-Wing. 
And there wasn’t one. 

I couldn’t quite believe mis was 
happening to me. Right at the veryfop 
of my personal Index of Proscribed 


JANE SHILLING 


—parental Activities is 
joining the annual 
Gadarene rush far 
Christmas toys. And 
yet here 1 was. My 
back hurt, my feet 
hurt, and any mo¬ 
ment 1 was going to 

start snivelling — 

which is what at 
least half the occu¬ 
pants of that particu¬ 
lar toy department 
were already doing. 
But then, in a dark 
IIIING comer of a dusty 

IU-IIW bottomshelfi I saw lt 

Not an X-Wing. but an Imperial At-Al 
with Remote Control Walking Action. 

An At-Al is a sort of enormous fighting 
robot — a cross between a tank and one 
of Hannibal’s elephants, which stumps 
along on articulated legs, emitting 
deadly laser blasts to right and left 
Alexander and I had had a difference of 


opinion when watching the 
movie in. which they appear, wrtfcume 
intending that if the Empire is such a 
formidable adversary, yw d tW 
someone tee mfgM have 


Kible forward attack jhide. imd P^^^orsoadaythrougboulthe 

Alexander hot in defence of the At A ]2tiavso f Christmas. . 

Anvway, in the absence of an X-Wing rjzncj parcel remains — the 

(an^lam beginning \to experaance^*J in ^i n h^manger- “b* me 
about their existence) a remote control grabb [£g. “Not until Own 

At-At will do just fine, thank wu. . r « Y snatching it away. The 

l stuffed it into my bag, and set off at . 0 ^ ns ^ ai]C i with a meny jangle 

are stfll suffering from Tree OwThis P™ ls ^ ^ Broadwood. Nw look 
is. of course, all my faulLt^ually. ^ t Ve done/made me doT we say 
manage to hire some unsuspectoig di^3 rhmher, aghast , . 

round for a festive.glass of We peer into the instrument No 

and then, before "Eg* ofBahSSus. I ^ a glb^nda Middte E 


indoors. ("Yesjt is big, isn’t it?No, it . ^ practising Away at a Monger 
wasn't presented .to us by the People at vravcoep 

Norway. Very funny. Pm sure-1 11X13 *** ' _ 



Ten remedies for 
that hangover 


A n old saw has it that 
some people use sta¬ 
tistics as drunken 
men use lamp-posts: 
for support rather than illumi¬ 
nation. Here is a dark cocktail 
of numbers. 

A Finnish dictionary of 
slang has more than 100 
expressions for being drunk 
and 29 entries for a hangover. 

A similar British reference 
book contains 4S ways to 
describe inebriation and a 
mere four for hangovers, in¬ 
cluding the “morning after". 

Don't jump to conclusions. 
Doubtless the British sin as 
much as the average Finn. Or 
even the inhabitants of 
Myanmar, where the Bur¬ 
mese word guangit apparen¬ 
tly conjures up a feeling which 
“makes a man feel that the 
dapper of the heaviest temple 
bell for miles around is play¬ 
ing tunes inside his skull" 
Humans discovered alcohol 
thousands of years ago. The 
next day they discovered the 
hangover, and have been seek¬ 
ing a cure ever since. 

Here, as the Christmas cele¬ 
brations make way for the new 
year festivities, are my top ten 
most workable solutions. 

1 Pliny, the sage of Andent 
Rome, suggested "two eels, 
suffocated in wine". Another 
recommendation was cabbage 
and a necklace of parsley. 

2 More acceptable today is 
the Prairie Oyster. The 
recipe, according to the late 
Harry MacElhone who ran 
Harry's New York Bar in 
Paris, a watering hole for 
Ernest Hemingway. Scott Fitz¬ 
gerald, Jean-ffaul Sartre ef ai 
in the 1920s and 1930s: "In 
small tumbler, drop without 


From Prairie Oysters to fizzy 
vitamins - Alastair Riley offers 
well-tried recipes to stop your 
brain banging against your skull 

eaking, one yolk of egg. two ^ 

rtf Wnrrpstershire “with an OIL. (cnemisi 


breaking, one yolk of egg, two 
spoonfuls of Worcestershire 
Sauce, two dashes of Tabasco, 
a pinch of salt, pinch of 
pepper, one teaspoonful of 
malt vinegar." 

3 As with all hangover cures. 

a metaphorical “pinch of 
salt" is not a bad idea. Here's 

an interesting one. _ 

A curious piece of 
street theatre takes riUlT13.nS 
place most mom- i 

ings, often Mon- discovered 

days, in London’s - ■, * 

clubland. Jaded alCOllOl 

sional woman en- thousands 

SMtttZ of years 

ris (established XTc»v+ 

1790, by appoint- clgO. NCXt 

ment, etc) and exit j +U« W 
a few minutes later Qciy tllCy 

ter^ sprinsin discovered 

Their secret? 

They forked out a UIC 

quid for an on^he- 

spot shot of The hangover 

Original Pick-Me- 
Up. the morning- 
after answer to the previous 
night's excess, tried and tested 
for the past 150 years. 

This herbal tincture, which 
contains cloves and carda¬ 
mom, combines two essential 
elements: it tastes horrible but 
it really works. Real men and 
women knock back the .evil 
brew with plain water. Wimps 
add a fizzy vitamin C tablet to 
improve the taste. 


ft with an OTC (chemisi- 
speak for over the counter, ie. 
non-prescription) requesting a 
hangover cure, recommends 
Beecham's Resolve, advertised 
on the packet "for the morning 
after". More bluntly, the small 
print points out “Now and 
again, we all... drink unwise¬ 
ly. .. The morning 

-after... the head- 

lfln c ache". The remedy 

contains para- 

/ptpt! cetamol to relieve 

/CiCLi • ^ 3^4 antadd 

ihnl ingredients to settle 

an upset stomach, 
lands as does a compara- 

rive newcomer to 
2arS the market, Alka- 

Seltzer XS. 


5 My chemist's 

Antipodean di- 


heV O Antipodean di- 
J j entele swears by 
ered Berocca: fizzy vita¬ 
min B and C tab- 
g lets, which are sold 

here but are a by- 
)Ver’ word Down Under 

_ for a hangover 

— cure. If they don’t 
work, the imbibers congratu¬ 
late themselves on a particu¬ 
larly heavy celebration the 
night before. 

6 Keith Floyd, the TV cheE. is 
no stranger to the conse- 


O no stranger to the conse¬ 
quences of over-indulgence. 
His menu for an invitation to 
dinner to discuss his latest 
preyed once consisted of a 
bottle of Scotch and two pack¬ 


ets of Marlboro between us. 
Later he produced an entire 
book on the subject, with 
contents ranging from the 
history of hangovers to a five- 
day detox programme. Among 
his cures was the Geronimo 
(used to great effect after 
drinking too many margari- 
tas): in a glass, put one large 
spoonful of runny honey and a 
shot of tequila. Top up with 
foil-cream milk, add crushed 
ice and grated nutmeg. Stir. 

i-7 Floyd also advocates the 
/ commonly held view that it 
is essential to drink lots of 
fluid (water) before going to 
bed. Kingsley Amis was a 
Vichy man. Drinking a pint of 
water after over-indulging has 
die added advantage that you 
might wake up in the middle 
of the nighL This is an ideal 
opportunity to take your cho¬ 
sen cure before going back to 
sleep and waking up refreshed 
a couple of hours later. 

8 Some people believe in the 
restorative powers ot 
Fernet Branca, an Italian me¬ 
dicinal drink with a high 
alcohol content It includes 40 
herbs and one of which is 
logwood from Bolivia. It is not 
unlike Underberg, the Ger¬ 
man cure, but the bitters taste 
is possibly less pronounced. 

9 Floyd's Geronimo is part of 
the hair-of-the-dog school 
of cures. As was Buster 
[ Keaton’s: one raw egg in a 
glass of cold beer with tomato 
ketchup. Peter Dorrelli, head 
; barman at the Savoy hotel in 
London, suggests one-third 
brandy, one-third Fernet 
j Branca, one-third creme de 
t menthe. Shake with ice and 
i strain into a glass. 








ue 

from only 


l/'XSurf the Internet and 
1 U you’ll find a cyberbai 
man serving cyberdrinks at 
‘ the cost of a local phone call, 
and no cost to your liver. If 
that doesn’t work, there are a 
17 other Web sites listing cures 
if you are surfing after a long 
evening at the new year party. 



- —- ■ . , . j f-i. ; n wine, the hangover cures are endless, but which ones work? . 

Pills, potions and vitamms, even cabbages and eels m wine... roe __ # 


The name of the festive baby game 


5 f Ul 
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from only 





^Venice 

from only 


nurtures from November 1997 through to March 1998 

I All prices air per person and include: Renin, scheduled fliglus frarn the UK. iurce “S 1 ® 
accmmodruimirNTor 4 aar hotel including breakfast. City stghtemg pregreimre. 
excursion p„,gramme. Transfers between thu airport and your hotel. Sennets.of a toor unuHgee 
All nomeS TuK Airport Departure Tax of £30 for Plague and til) for Rome and Vburee^ 

r-TUC TIMFS - Fjimnean CrTV Breaks 


for further 

DETAILS CALL NOW ON 

0990 553355 

(24 Hours) 


or complete and return the coupon to: 

The Times Europeai City Breaks, 
Festive Holidays Limited, Pate Court, 
North Place, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, GL50 4DY. 

This hotirfav is optrmed by Festive Holidays Limbed, 
_._VjMucadBfflc Limited 


aBTa \106X 


ATOLZI72 


rfHETIMES -"European City Breaks 

I PUroA fuvardmea brochure idd as appropriate/; 

j □ Prague □ Rome □ Venice 

J Nime(Mr/MnftUa/Ms)--- 

I Address:——— ----—~ 


l M ume-—- ———— -I 

S j—| On*ockWtf)™^ ikh«» sh »kotk fout ofigi fr” 1 I 

i^l—I _i 


P ity the luckless Nods, 
Hollys. Ivys, Carols. 
Anastasias and Eugen¬ 
ia«; who never had a proper 
birthday party because all 
ffieir friends and family were 
already prostrated by Christ¬ 
mas Day crverindulgence.' 

And what about the 2,000 or 
so babies bom on January 1 
into a world of groaning adults 
in dark glasses, groping for the 
hair of the dog. A yel lowing 
cutting of your crumpled in¬ 
fant visage in the local paper is 
no consolation for a lifetime of 
blighted birthdays. 

But parents continue to 
yield to their passions without 
asking whether the fruit of 
their union nine months hence 
will thank them for being bom 
on December 25 or February 
29 or, worst of all, April I — 
when no one believes you when 
you say it’s your birthday. 

Midwives and maternity 
wards do their best'to soften 
the blow- At the John Radcliffe 
Hospital at Oxford, the first 
baby bom on Christmas Day 
is placed in a decorated crib. 
All the Christmas babies are 
given presents, local firms 
donate vouchers and baby 
gaxis, and the mothers are 
treated to a sheny. ’ 

The midwives at the John 
Raddiffe, like most of us, 
prefer nor to work at Christ¬ 
mas, “but if we do, we make 
the most of it," says Lily 
O’Connor. “We dub together 
to buy each other presents, the 
doctors dress up as Santa, and 
the midwives as fairies. Weeat 
lunch together, and last year 
we all played games." 


Being bom on Christmas or New Year's Day sounds^ 
fine Hut ean have its drawbacks for the child later on 



Expecting a busy festive season: midwives at the John Raddiffe Hospital at Oxford 


The new mothers oblige by 
following a Christmas tradi¬ 
tion of easy and rapid deli¬ 
veries. "One after another they 
come in through the door and, 
wham, they just deliver within 
an hour," Ms O’Connor says. 
“It's because they're so deter¬ 
mined not to miss out on the 
festivities, and put up with the 
pain until the fast minute." . 

• Alison ChevassuL a senfor 
midwife at the John Raddiffe, 


. saw this taken to. extremes last 
Christinas Eve when. she 
delivered a baby on die bad^ ; 
seat of a car in the car park- "f. 
stuck my head in the car and. 
told die mother, 'Just as well 
you’re out here — there’s no 
room at the inn.’" 

New-Year’s Eve babies are 
the same, apparently, "ltn 
sure alcohol has a lot to do 
with -it," Ms O'Connor says. 

- She also thinks New. yeart 


Day is a better- time than 
Christinas to have, a baby. 
“Women who have to stay in 
hospital over Christmas get 
depressed,- but at new year itis' 
.different," 

. And although giving birth 
-on New Year'S Day may be ‘a 
raw deal, partywise. there can. 
be consolations. Until a year 
' ago, Earleys baby foods ran-a 
competition Tor the first baby 
• of the year, with an award of 


E250 for the baby and a year’s 
supply of food worth £1,000. 

.plus £250 for the midwife and 
another £250 for the unit. 

- The time of birth is defined 
as when all of the body has 
been bom, and exact timing is 
crucial. The last winner was 
Lynette . Mathieson, whose, 
daughter Georgia was bom 
only ten seconds into 1996, 
with Big Ben still striking. 

T he John Raddiffe also . — 
stages its own competi- V 
tion with the other four 
- maternity units in the county . 
to see which can produce the 
first baby of the year. 

In the euphoria of new year- 
celebrations. one thing often 
leads to another, the hospital- 
has observed a large surge in 
the birth rate exactly nine 
months after New Year's Eve. 

Would-be parents capable of'.: - 
subordinating their urges may ~ ;= 
be interested to know that j- 
Farfeys-Honz intends to pro- ^ 
vide a.substantial prize for the : 
first baby o! the millennium. ‘ 

While-practising restraint ■% 
parents could occupy their ■' 
time by thinking of appropri*- 
ate names for the tiny object of 
tiieir far-sightedness. What ’ 
about Milly. for example? Or • 
they might look further afield - ,' ' 
as Diana Grattan, of ^Wymond- 
ham, Norfolk, did. Her fourth 
daughter.was a New Year’s 
baby and, after much search¬ 
ing. she' and her husband . 
found the- middle name 
Etrenne — "New Years gift". 

Caroline : 
Bridgwooi> 
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Bed 
down 
in the 
Highlands 

Scotland - 20, 21 



Take a 


trip into 


the 21st 
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s we prepare to see in 
the new year, our 
forward planning is 
likely to consist of 
little more than buying extra 
Alka-Seltzers and arguing 
over who will drive.' 

But we will have to do better 
than that if we want to see in 
the new millennium in dra¬ 
matic fashion. Unbelievable 
as it may seem, many people 
are already booking holidays 
for the turn of the century. 
Most tour operators are still 
putting together “Millennium 
Eve" packages, but several 
have already brought out bro¬ 
chures, and trips are being 
snapped up rapidly. 

If you are planning an exotic 
getaway, it makes sense, to 
book as soon as possible. 
There is likely to be huge, 
demand as millennium fever 
^mounts, and those who wait 
-could find themselves disap¬ 
pointed with the leftovers. 

At this stage, those com¬ 
panies with trips are only 
offering “provisional" prices, 
because the cost of flights and 
hotels could increase over the 
next two years. Most ask for a 
booking deposit, refundable if 
you decide to drop out later. 

Here is our guide to the 
most exodc and tempting trips 
on offer so fan 


If you want to 


be where the 


action is at the 


dawn of the new 


millennium, now 


is the time to 


make plans, says 
Tom Chesshyre 


Cunard has several other 
ships yrith millennium cruises 
including ones going around 
Java and Spice Islands, Pana¬ 
ma and Mexico. Prices yet to 
be fixed. Deposit for all trips: 
-£750. • 


THE DORDOGNE. 
FRANCE 


ANTARCTICA 



SAIL into the new millennium 
surrounded by icebergs 
aboard the four-star Marco 
Polo on a 15-night all-inclusive 
Antarctica cruise holiday de¬ 
parting bn December 22,1999.. 
gDrient Lines (0171-409 2500) 
Vas a trip starting at Buenos 
Aires and stopping off at the 
Falkland Islands before reach¬ 
ing Port Lqckrpy, on the 
Antarctic Peninsula, • for : a 
champagne odfebration on 
New Year’s Eve: 

Prices start at £4,595 (flights 
included). Deposit £459. . 


GET A group together and 
stay atone of several chateaux; 
. houses and cottages offered by 
VFB Holidays (01242 240340) 
in the Dordogne. For example. 
Chatfflu de VIeux Mareuil, a 
15th-century chSteau.26 miles 
north-west of Pbrigtteax. is 
available for three nights — 
including December 31 — for 
£450 per person; all meals 
included, but not .foe ferry 
cross^^tsjeeprs2Speople. 

THE GALAPAGOS 


ABERCROMBIE & Kent 
(017H30 9600) is offering a 
seven-night cruise around the 
Galapagos Islands in the Pa¬ 
cific-Ocean aboard a 140ft 
three-masted schooner for a 
seven-night cruise, departing 
on December 22,1999. . 

Two nights are spent at a 
five-star hotel in Quito, and 
all meals are included. Provi¬ 
sional price (indudlng flights): 
£3340. Refundable deposit 
(until next October): £300. 


AYERS ROCK. 
AUSTRALIA 


THE HIMALAYAS 



ALL-WAYS Pacific- (01494 
375757) has a 21-night tour of 
Australia departing on -De- : 
cember 20.1999, with a gour¬ 
met New .Year's Eve barbecue 
in the bush''with a view of 
Ayers Rock, Complimentary 
champagne.., wine and (of 
Igpurse) "tinnies” of beer. 

; The holiday includes stops 
in Melbourne^ Adelaide, Alice 
Springs, Cairns and Sydney, 
plus a four-day cruise through 
the Great Barrier Reef. 

Preliminary price: £4.895. 
Returnable deposit (until next 
June): £200. , 


THE Ski Club of Great Britain 
(0181-410 2000) has heU-skiing 
trips on the lower slopes of the 
Himalayas. Skiers-are drop¬ 
ped off by helicopter at the top 
of mountain runs on some of 
the world's best off-piste 
slopes.' Suitable only for ad¬ 
vanced skiers. - 
Accommodation is at a hotel 
in Mafiali, a village in north¬ 
ern ■ India dose to several 
Tibetan monasteries. Provi¬ 
sional prioe for ten days is 
£4,000. Deposit £500., 


NAMIBIA 


THE CARIBBEAN 


CUNARD (01703 634166) is 
accepting reservations on the 
QE2 for a 23-night cruise 
departing: on December IZ 
1999 firm Southampton and 
stopping at New York. Fort 
Lauderdale, Cozumel in Mexi¬ 
co, limbh in Costa Rica. 
Cartagena.iii Colombia. Aru- 
flba. Grenada and Barbados. 

- Mfllairanm celebrations 
are planned- while in port at 
Bridgetown in Barbados. 


ESCAPE miflenmum-mania 
on a 19-night fly-drive to 
Namibia departing on De¬ 
cember 20, 1999 and organised 
by Sunvil Discovery (0181-232 
97771. There are canyons, 
deserts and mountain ranges 
to explore by car. 

To get away from it-all 
completely. Terrace Bay, on ; 
the Skeleton Coast is recom¬ 
mended for New Year's Eve. It 
is the most northerly paint of 
Namibia accessible by vehicle 
and is characterised by d eso- 
late, open scenery. Aooommo- 



m 


dation for the trip Is arranged 
in advance and is at a mixture 
of basic bungalows, guest 
houses, tented camps and 
small hotels. Provisional 
price: £2300. Returnable de¬ 
posit (until next March): £300. 


hotel in Stockholm, one night 
in a chalet in Jukkaqarvi and 
one night in the ice hoteL 
Refundable deposit: £100. 


TONGA AND WESTERN 
SAMOA 


NEW ZEALAND 


CYCLE across New Zealand’s 
North Island on a 625-mile 
journey that starts in Auck¬ 
land and ends in Gisborne, 
officially the first dty to see the 
sun rise on January I, 2000. 
The 24-night trip — organised 
by 2000: First to the Sun 
(01903 218176) — departs on 
December 17. 1999 and has 
been designed for cyclists of 
moderate ability: more than 
2J1Q0 are expected to take part. 

Accommodation is in a five- 
star tented village, all meals 
provided. Provisional price: 
£3.450 (flights included). De¬ 
posit: £345. 


SWEDISH LAPLAND 


THINK you can handle two 
millennium parties? First 
Dawn Celebrations 10171-272 
0412) has a ten-night trip 
departing on December 26, 
1999 inducting a bash in 
Tonga (120 miles west of the 
international dateline), and 
then a flight to Western Sa¬ 
moa (80 miles east of the 
dateline and a day behind) for 
another celebration. 

The first party will be in the 
grounds of the Royal Palace 
overlooking the Pacific Ocean 
in Nuku’aJofa, Tonga’s capi¬ 
tal, and the second will be on 
the beach in Apia, Western 
Samoa’s capital. Further de¬ 
tails available in March. Ex¬ 
pected price (flights induded): 
about £4,450. 


FOR something out of the 
ordinary, Scantours (0171-839 
2927) has three-night trips 
departing on December 29, 
1999 that indude a millenni¬ 
um-night stay at a Lapland 
hotel made entirely of ice. The 
hotel, at Jukkaqam, sleeps 
100 guests and the focus of 
festivities will be at a bar 
serving vodka in the rocks — 
in glasses made of ice. 

In the ice hoteL guests stay 
iii sleeping bags on wooden 
beds covered with reindeer 
skins. Provisional price is 
£799, including flights, all 
meals, .a night in a three-star 


VICTORIA FALLS. 
ZIMBABWE 



WATCH the sun set over 
Victoria Falls before seeing in 
the new millennium on a two- 
week tour of Africa organised 
by Abercrombie & Kent (0171- 
730 9600). The trip starts in 
Luxor and then moves on to 
Victoria Falls, Zanzibar, the 
Serengeti National Park in 
Kenya, and the Masai Mara 
National Reserve. 

Millennium celebrations — 
a dinner and dance — are at 
the five-star Victoria Fails 
HoteL Provisional price: 
£11,500 (induding flights). Re¬ 
fundable deposit (until next 
October): £1250. 


VIENNA 


•7 x 


the new nuUenni^ with wMife m Afn« 

I 


JET off to Vienna on Concorde 
with Goodwood Travel (01227 
763336) on a three-night trip 
departing on December 29, 
1999 that includes a Millen¬ 
nium’s Eve Bail at the 
Hofburg Palace. Guests will 
be taken by horse-drawn car¬ 
riage from the five-star Marri¬ 
ott Hotel to the palace, where 
there will be a gala banquet 
and a midnight waltz. The 
price for New Year's Eve 19y9 
is not yet finalised, but New 
Year's Eve 1998 is £2.695 
(induding .flights, breakfasts 
and. dinners): deposit £539. 
Prices are expected to_ be 
higher for (he millennium 
event. 

Goodwood Travel also 
plans a Concorde trip taking 
in two millennium cele¬ 
brations by jetting between the 
.time zones- Derails are ex¬ 
pected next November. 
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Bournemouth to Bangkok ... 




...Wherever your holiday takes you. Saga takes care of 
all the details, so you can have the time of your life. 
Service, quality and unbeatable value are just some of 
the hallmarks. So, whether itis a hotel stay, coach tour 
or cruise, our friendly staff, carefully chosen 
accommodation and well-planned itineraries ensure you 
enjoy a well-earned break. 

45 years of listening to comments and suggestions has 
taught, us just what our holidaymakers expect.That’s why 
so many people book with us again and again! 

If you are aged 50 or over, call our 24-hour brochure 
request line now. 
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GIUSEPPE 
(Seppi) Enzio is 
a guide's guide, 
the most expert 
in the most 
challenging 
off-piste resort in the Alps. 
Alagna in Italy, where he was 
bom and raised. He grew up 
humping heavy weights to the 
highest mountain refuge in 
the Alps, the Margherita Hut 
at 4,559m on the Monte Rasa 
massif on the Swiss-Iralian 
border. He has since spent 
lonely winters and busy sum¬ 
mers as a hut warden, the 
Alpine equivalent of being a 
lighthouse keeper. 

Seppi worked for 11 years in 
the Himalayas, climbing with 
Rheinhold Messner and super¬ 
vising the construction of a 
research lab at Everest base 


Knowing the ropes can be a iifesaver in the Alps: the Canadian guide John Hogg (third from left) helps to pull a skier oat of a crevasse on the Haute Route in the mountains between Zermatt and Chamonix 


camp. Since then, he has had 
me at the end of his rope on 
several occasions, abseiling 
down the Malfatta and other 
vertiginous couloirs above 
Alagna. He is the veteran of 
numerous 60-degree plus ex¬ 
treme descents. “But I don't 


want to do that any more, ive 
seen too many people die," he 
says. These days he concen¬ 
trates on selected clients. 

The true but terrible test of 
any guide is when a client 
conies to grief. I watched for 
five hours as Seppi worked to 




And here are the reasons why. 

Lowest prices guaranteed. Book direct with 
Eclipse and benefit from savings all year round. 
Highest standards. Only the best holidays get 
into our brochures because our customers help 
us select them. 

Book 7 days a week. Our friendly holiday 
advisers are here to help ease your escape to 
the sun. 

Free brochure. For your Summer Sun 98 
brochure filled with great holidays - from 
Majorca to Mexico- call now quoting TIM 032. 

i> of Rn Onte B Uded. WA VIM9. MDL Zia 

eclipse 

for better holidays* better phone us. 

0990 01 02 03 


free one such unlucky skier 
entombed in ice up to ms chest 
in a 25m-deep crevasse. In the 
end, Seppi had to hang upside 
down from a metal tripod and 
chip the client out 'with a 
pneumatic drill, so narrow 
was the gap. 

■ NICK PARKS 



ONE perennial 
caveat about 
British guides 
is that they lack 
that inborn 
sixth-sense 
granted to guides who grew 
up and trekked year-round in 
their local Alps. Nick Paris 
more than malms up for that 
with a unique sympathy for 
the inexperienced but avid 
Britan introduced to-theAlps; 
something anyone who has 
had to suffer an overnight 
bivouac with a stand-offish 
Swiss guide win appreciate. 

“I know nothing so satisfy¬ 
ing as seeing the grin on 
people's faces after seeing 
them safely down an off-piste 
run—that's why I'm a guide," 
Nick says. 

He has die infectious grin of 
an elf and the stamina of a 
mountain troll. He started to 
learn to ski at the age of 11 on 
an Ema Low package holiday 
to Austria. I first met him in 
Ste-Foy, France, with a group 
of ofii)iste beginners. What 
most impressed me was his 
patience in teaching these 
tyros how to make their way 
through snow which changed 
from powder to crust to ice. 

The two of us went on to 
climb and ski the steep and 
treacherous Couloir en S off 
the back side of Arcs 2000. The 
route needs a 10ft leap off a 
cornice. I had stood at the top 
several times before with other 
guides, who always turned 
back into the resort skiing of 
Les Arcs. Nick gave me the 
confidence to take the plunge. 


HOW TO BOOK A SKI GUIDE 


■ la Switzerland, Verinert Bureau des 
Guides (004127775 3366) charges £160 for one 

dknt or two. and £16 for each additional 
skier. Chamonix'S Compagnie des Guides 
(00 334 SQS3 OOSSk the oldest and most dite 
sndi organisation in the wodd. charges about the 
same price. £155. but wQl include op to six 
skiers in the group at no extra charge. 

■ Austria is considerably cheaper for skiers 
going solo; the Ariberg School in St Anton 
(0043544634J1; fax54462306) charging OH for 
die Gist client and E&50 for each extra person. 

■ The Italian national fee. us quoted by the 
Courmaycnr Guides Bureau (003916580064; hut 


842357} Is £1J0 fora group ofup to four. 

■ Nidt Pads and Seppi Enzio nm regular 
ski weeks, through Ski Weekend (01367 241636). 
the British firm with .die most varied oftpiste . 
pro gr a mme. Hans Sofamsen works with the . 
Ernie Fantastiquc (0041277714141) in Verfaier 
bat can also be contacted for private tours on 0041 
277717683 or on his Web site— 

•Kwvi.dimbaetcum/Infa nt asfique ..' 

■ Hdene StrinorwuilB with Whisder Hdi 
Skiing (001604 9324105} and can-abo be 
contacted for private trips on 0016049380727. 
John Hogg is available tor Canadian helicopter 
skiing or toms in the Alps at 0012S0 342 0307. 



I HELENE STEINER 



long hours in hostile terrain. 
Cri&hes and avalanches are a 
constant worry. - 

-Qnfirqfthe most r ,, t Hd^pjfij^S-h^-guidingas 
demanding Tnucha test uf her psychologi- 


HELENE has 


guiding job 
the world. She 
was the first 
woman to graduate from Aus¬ 
tria's mountain guide acad- 
emy and is. the most 
experienced female wilderness 
helicopter skiing guide in the 
world. She comes from a 
family of guides in tiny 
Leogang, but says: "1. never 
thought about guiding as a 
conscious derision. We were 
always in the mountains and. 
that's the way it turned out" 

Recently, she helped her 
fattier and brother to establish 
Canada's most remote heli¬ 
copter skiing operations, 
Klondike Heli Skiing, on the 
edges of die Yukon Territories. 
But this winter, preferring the 
home comforts of Whistler in 
British Columbia, she will be 
flying with the local Whistler 
Helicopter Skiing. 

I sided hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of vertical feet with 
Helene while she was working 
at the world’s single largest 
helicopter skiing operation. 
Mike Wiegde in Blue River. 
BC. Helicopter guides work 


muscles. "IFS not easy fo tell a 
high-powered business execu¬ 
tive who’s paying £3,000 for a 
week of siding to stop acting 
like a schoolkid,” she says. 
But they do. or she sends them 
home on the next dropper. 

■ HANS SQLMSSEN 

HANS Soims- 
sen is a Hawai¬ 
ian who leffthe 
sand and sea 
behind for the 
shows of Swit¬ 
zerland. He 
has the distinction of being the 
first American admitted into 
the 6lite, and insular, society of 
Swiss mountain guides. 
Hans's engaging and outgo¬ 
ing personality extends to 
publishing his own Web 
page (wiw.c/imbnef.cobi/ 
lafantastique), with photo¬ 
graphs of recent descents and 
safety information on weather 
and avalanche conditions. 

He is one of a new, young 
breed of mountain guides and 
is as ready to trade Alpine skis 



for telemarks in winter as he 
is to free-dimb vrittt clients in 
the summer. Having discov¬ 
ered thMtip^j^nly within, thp 
past 15 years, Hans conveys an 
enthusiasm and a sense of 
shared discovery in the moun¬ 
tains which many older guides 
lend to lack. - 
I remember skiing with 
Hans" years before he became 
a guide, but he already had a 
laid-back way of dealing with 
foolhardy skiers. Standing at 
the top of a steep pitch 
brimming with deep powder, 
which I was . urging him to 
jump info, He said: “Well, 
Doug, you could ski down 
there, but I’ve dug out three 
buried skiers here this year, so 
hold on a minute while I get 
my shovel." 


I JOHN HOGG 

JOHN Ho® 
introduced a 
generation of 
Britons to the 
ski safari — 
week-long * * 
powder tours using ski lifts to • .r 
go up. then skiing off-piste 
down deserted valleys to a 
different resort each evening. 

He started out in his native 
Canada as a lumberjack, 
worked as a World Cup ski 
technician and became one of 
the first professional helicop¬ 
ter skiing guides. It was in a 
Canadian lodge that he met 
his wife-to-be, who was from a 
mountaineering family in An- 
dermart. Switzerland. 

.. John settled in Andermatt. 
; where his innovative itinerar¬ 
ies on the Saas Fee-toChamo- 
nix Haute Route built up a 
client base of avid skiers, the 
Prince of Wales among them. 

I shall never forget his jokey 
asides: “Gee, I never thought 
you’d make it up here" and "L'- 
told you to put on those cramt - - 
pons" — the former on the 
Srrahflrorn (4,190m) and the 
latter as I slipped baric down 
the Oberalpstock (3328m). 

He has now moved his 
family back to Canada, 
alarmed that his sons might 
grow up speaking the Swiss- 
German dialed But he still 
spends much of every winter 
guiding in the Alps. 
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1c was the most delicious meal 
ever. "I’ve simply got to have die 
tedpe," I said to ray husband. 

The waiter must have overheard 
me. Literally minutes later the chef 
appeared at our table, pen -and paper in 
hand. With incredible patience he wrote 
down, not only the redpe, but a whole 
stack of tips on the preparation too. 


I shouldn’t have been surprised. 
Every crew member seemed to go out of 
their way to make our cruise that little 
morespedaL 

The atmosphere was — well — 
intimate. Were already planning 
another crip with NCL not yeas: 

Meanwhile, Fve got some serious 
cooking to do ro help pass the tune. 



Worldwide Cruising 

. Norwegian Cruse Line sails to the 
world’s most beautiful destinations 
indudiog the Caribbean, Alaska, 
Scandinavia, Hawaii and many more: 

Together with the quality, srjie and 
‘friendly service Sot which we an: renowned, 
you have a cruise mily imaA. in heaven. 

Bnt talk alone simply cant do the 
experience justice, ‘. . 

So instead, wiry not send 
for our free video 8c 
worldwide brochure - 
and let the experience 
come doser to you? 

Simpfy call 

0800 525 483 

Or complete and return the 
coupon :befaw. 

I rxk □ Video □ Brochure 
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Address, 
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W hen winter 

comes. I hurry to 
Madrid. Though 
quite a scruff my¬ 
self, I love the sense ctf smart-. 
ness on the edge of shadow, 
the bright light spilling out'of 
windows on to elegant shop- 
fang streets like Serrano and 
Velazquez, and the older areas 
where they still make , fine 
guitars in workshops tart the 
back and sell religious statu¬ 
ary to the devout. - . 

I love the noisy, cosy winter 
Jrfjars, the restaurants where 
Tdiners tuck into garlic soup or 
cocido madrileno, a chickpea 
broth soot followed by the 
chickpeas themselves and the 
mighty slabs of meat brewed 
up in it These dishes celebrate 
die city’s rural hinterland on - 
the high Castilian plateaur its 
partly village essence. “ 

No doubt rtis a case of early 
imprinting-^ I lived - arid 
worked in Madrid when I was 
younger, teaching as so many 
of us do. Later, as a visiting 
journalist, E played a tiny rble 
in chroniding the demise of 
the Franco dictatorship. - And 
always, 1 loved die winter best . 
Today. Inuriure the belief that 
others will find ft as exciting as 
<J do when, most; of the other 
"ourists have gone home. 

I have tp-say it can rain in 
winter in Madrid — some¬ 
times quite hard and miser¬ 
ably — but the sun is usually 
out again in a few hours; the : 
sky height, blue, as in a. 
land scapeby the Flemish mas¬ 
ter Joachim Patinir. This ob¬ 
servation comes from Sal¬ 
vador OaH. who lived here as 
a student as did Luis Bunuel, 
who late; node a film or two, 
and ftderico Garda Lorca, 
fjoet-drahiafisL 
“But even if the sun shines, 
remember rhat Madrid is a 
mountterciiy.’’ The advice is 


Madrid in winter: the light is dramatically different and the people retreat indoors, to cosy bars and restaurants serving hearty, warming fare; and winter rain is always swiftly followed by sunshine and blue sky 



Death in the afternoon 


offered by. rtty -journalistic 
friend, Tom, grandson of the, 
'Spanish, writer Gregorio Ma¬ 
rshall. and off we go into that 
routine about how, from, the 
terrace of- the Royal Palace, 
you . can see the snows of the 
Guadazrazhia mountains 30 
'pules away, and about the 
sneaky wind of Madrid which, 
so the proverb says; will fad to 
: douse a candle but put out a 
man’s life. 

“And chestnuts in the 
street,” said Tom, “thafs what 
winter metes to me. Other¬ 
wise, we go into hibernation— 
the best bullfighters away in 
- South and Central America, 
wine merchants shut up in 
"their offices worrying about 
theprice of Ribera del Duero." 

.7W“ ‘ "W" ibemafion indeed! 

; - 1 ' 1 What is intoodcat- 

■ ' >■ ing about Madrid 
JL LA. is the endless evi¬ 
dence of popular vivadty, the 
wajrthe Madrilenos live, witii 
energy'untamed by dull con¬ 
siderations such as work. 

You can tell from my tone, of 
course, that I have indeed been 
in Madrid just recently. I 
stayed, what’s more, in the 
Palace Hotel, where I used to 
put up as ayouthfnl journalist 
In those days, the vast dark 
rooms were dominated by 
enormous dark wardrobes. 
When a foreign • journalist 
picked up the phone, there 
would be long wheezes and 
short ‘ cticks as - the state* 
recording gear switched into 
action. “Blast," you would 
think, going off to make your 


MADRID FACT FILE 


Madrid has winter dishes to defeat its bitter weather. Adam Hopkins 
, . tries a chickpea broth too fuerte for an evening meal 


assignations with the then- 
illegal opposition. * 

Nowadays, the Palace Hotel 
is a Sheraton, plugged into the 
modem world Instead of an¬ 
cient telephone and wardrobe, 
I had a stinging power-show¬ 
er. built-in cupboard partially 
concealed by a pale Regency 
striped wallpaper, a computer 
point and a fax machine — 
everything possible to create a 
sense of tight and openness 
andeaseof communication. 

One does not want to labour 
the comparison, but the 
change could be taken as a 
shorthand version of the 
change in Madrid itself: a dry 
once shut off, but now a kind 
of beacon in a remade south¬ 
ern Europe, with its proper 
quota of painters and writers, 
film-makers, designers and 
disputatious journalists. 

Some of them, like their 
forebears. still hang out in the 
Caffe Gijbn in the Paseo de 
Recoletos. at least in winter, 
when.the foreigners ease up. 
That’s where I met Tom. 

I stayed in bed late on the 
first morning — it seems very 
natural-to do this in Madrid. 
Then I made a few phone calls, 
studied the Guia del Otio. the 
genuinely indispensable guide 
to what’s on in the city, and 
found there woe Id be plenty to 
entertain me. 

The three-month autumn 
festival, a set of episodic 
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Spanish and international 
events, was still in its dying 
weeks, and though I had 
missed good jazz die night 
before, there was promising- 
looking English-language the¬ 
atre. Dance seemed specially 
good, with leading US groups 
making at least a brief 
appearance. 

Eventually, coming in after 
dark. I checked the view from 
my hotel window and discov¬ 
ered that I could look up left to 
the parliament building. Imm¬ 
ediately opposite, a fraction 
beneath window level, was the 
tiled roof of the Thyssen- 
Bomemjsza Museum, most 
glorious of private collections, 
brought to Madrid and the 
public domain five years ago. 
Down to my right, behind a 
line of trees, stood the Ritz 
Hotel. Above it, there rose the 
tall Hieronymite Church, 
where fashionable Madrid 
gets married. Hie Museo del 
Prado was out of sight, around 
the comer from the church. 


Lope de Vega. But here’s a 
funny thing. When we were 
young and went to the cinema, 
the crisps we bought were 
called ‘patatas inglesas'." 

When I got to the little area 
of bars and tapas bars round 
Echegaray Street — Calle de 
Echegaray. that is — 1 was 
able to check pretty pleasur¬ 
ably that old favourites like La 
Trucha (The Trout) were still 
serving up snacks of vegeta¬ 
bles seared on a hot plate; 
shrimps with garlic pig’s ear; 
you name ir. 

Bur best of all for winter, 
back on the main street, is 
Lhardy, its old-fashioned 
wooden-framed shop win¬ 
dows loaded with delicatessen 
goodies. Spanish style, witii 
mountain ham and matured 
sheep's cheese from La Man¬ 
cha. hare p&te and dark 
quince jelly. You serve yourself 
with consomme, fill a glass 
with sheny, read your paper, 
chat to friends, pay at the till 


and go. Next. 1 walked down 
to the Royal Palace, to admire 
the way the traffic has been 
kept out of the newly reformed 
and now rather dashing Plaza 
de Oriente. 

Bur really 1 was on my way 
to La Bola, an elegant tavern- 
restaurant where the best of 
cocido madrileno is served — 
at lunchtime only, cocido 
being regarded as a poor 
preparation for a quiet night- 
lt comes in a single earthen¬ 
ware pot with an inward curve 
where a human waist would 
be and a little round lid on top. 
Warning you to protect your¬ 
self with a napkin at chest 
level, the waiter holds the lid 
on tight and pours out soup 
through the tiny crack on ro a 


bed of noodles. When the soup 
is gone, he ladles out the meat 
and chickpeas, and when 
that’s half consumed he comes 
around with greasy cabbage. 

Walloping ii down, 1 ask my 
neighbour whether he will be 
taking a siesta afterwards. 
“No," he says, "definitely not. 
This dish is really strong. It 
could be dangerous." He goes 
on munching. Then he leans 
across to assure me he was 
only joking. “It’s strong, it’s 
really fuerte, but it is good for 
you." he says. 

I am trying to shock my 
system by giving an a miss, 
but even so. next day, I find 
myself turning into the Thys- 
sen collection. By the time I 
have checked a Patinir sky and 
one or rwo other matters, the 
morning has disappeared. 

My final throw in the public 
arena is a visit to Sesena, 
maker of traditional Spanish 


capes, as worn by gentlemen, 
and some ladies, too. Capes 
are back in fashion. Tom has 
been telling me. 

“Not so." says Florencio 
Cordoba, who curs the capes. 
“Sales are steady, year on 
year. We never go out of 
fashion." In heavy cloth like 
worsted, with a mini cape at 
shoulder level and a neat little 
brooch in Salamanca style to 
fasten it a good class cape will 
set you back some 57,000 
pesetas (£250). And then you 
have to wear it, handling the 
sweep of material with ail the 
drama of the bullfight. 

1 Try one on but end up 
feeling tike a wally. I’ll never 
have the cape-handling capac¬ 
ity to be a proper Madrileno. 
I’m just a poor old northern 
European looking in — which 
doesn't mean I don’t find it 
delightful. Actually — \iva la 
diferencia — ail the more so. 
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T he point, apart from 
tiie pleasure of it all, is 
that the part of Ma¬ 
drid the visitor will 
most engage with for reasons 
cultural — the mostly 18th- 
century Bourbon part — is 
small and gradous, while Old 
Madrid, that earlier Habs- 
burg tangle, Is just a stone's 
■ throw away. None of it is too 
difficult at all 

. Summoning my energy at 
last, I walked into Old Ma¬ 
drid, out of the hotel and into 
the Barrio Literario or literary 
Quarter. Here the great novel¬ 
ist Cervantes ties at rest in 
Lope de Vega Street, named 
after the lyric poet of Spain’s 
golden age of theatre, while 
Lope de Vega* house is in 
Cervantes Street Next door to 
the latter is a little hand- 
labour factory, typical of Old 
Madrid, which is still turning 
out crisps and churros, those 
long extrusions of deep-fried 
batter consumed wilh coffee or 
chocolate in the morning. 

“Yes," says the friendly own¬ 
er, “we are the opposition to 
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CSyioslfe anmnd Madrid’s Palario de Communiracione* at the Plaza de Cfbefes 
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r he natural beauty of North Cyprus is a wonder 
to behold. And there is no better time to discover 
her than in the warm tranquillity of the winter months. 
WJrilst prices fall, standards of service and accommodation 
remain high. With a welcome as warm as her weather. 
North Cyprus offers a wealth of history to explore. 
North Cyprus is truly the spirit and soul of Cyprus. 

0 Cali 0541 55 56 50 For more details. 

NORTH CYPRUS 

mm purism centre 

JV 29 Mford Square 
m I ■ « London WC1B 3EG. 

A sanctuary of unspoOt beauty Tel: 0771 631 1930 
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Skibo Castle in Scotland has used its baronial history to create a comfortable holiday resort for members of die Carnegie Club 



J ames, the head butler, was 
standing in the Great Hall when 
[ arrived at Skibo Castle. A 
blanched version of Anthony Hop¬ 
kins. he smiled at full beam as he 
welcomed me to a weekend in the 
sporran of luxury. Flanked by a bevy 
of staff in tartan uniforms, he was so 
polite, so unflappable, so methodic¬ 
ally concerned for my well-being, that 
I almost began to wonder if he was a 
serial killer. 

Skibo. SO miles north of Inverness, 
could have fallen straight off a 
shortbread tin. Until 1981. it was the 
Sutherland home of Margaret Carne¬ 
gie. daughter of Andrew Carnegie, 
the Dunfermline-bom steel magnate 
and philanthropist. He" bought its 
lordly buildings almost a century ago. 
pouring in £2 million to create a 
sumptuous baronial castle overlook¬ 
ing Dornoch firth, where such gran¬ 
dees as Gladstone. Kipling and 
Edward Vfl were entertained. 

In another life. Skibo and its 7500 
acres might now be a National Trust 
for Scotland property, but seven years 
ago it was acquired by the millionaire 
Peter de Savory, who has poured in 
another £17 million in a bold attempt 
to create one the most lavish all- 
inclusive holiday resorts in Europe. 


Swathed in 
tartan luxuiy 


He is known to his staff as PDS. 
and ip this venture, the initials might 
well stand for Pretty Damn Shrewd, 
for he observed our growing taste for 
holidays in all-paid-up environments 
such as cruise ships and cash-free 
hotel compounds, and applied their 
stress-defusing principles to die Scot¬ 
tish sporting estate. 

The result at Skibo is that bits of 
Club Med, rimeshare and the gentle¬ 
man’s club have been rolled up into a 
tartan comforter called the Carnegie 
Club. Any potential member may stay 
once in its stately halls, a trial sojourn 
that is intended to lead to an annual 
family membership. 

Staying in an all-inclusive stately 
home” is liberating. It empties your 
pockets — not just because of the cost, 
but because there is no need to carry 
anything. There is nothing to sign for, 
no room keys with wrist-breaking 


weights, no reception, not even a bar. 
That worried me until I discovered 
there was James instead, who ap¬ 
peared from all comers at all hours to 
inquire whether guests needed “fresh¬ 
ening up". 

Everything at Skibo is Liberty Hall 
—providing you can forget die matter 
of the £550 plus VAT cost of your all-in 
trial night for two. Members and 
their guests are invited to partake of a 
challenging 18-hole links course de¬ 
signed by Donald Steel that is 
unfettered by tee-times. 

They can enjoy salmon and trout 
fishing, day pigeon shooting, ar¬ 
chery, off-road driving, the marble- 
lined swimming pool and — as if the 
wilderness of the surrounding moors 
and lochs was not enough — a gym 
equipped with walking machines. 

The morning after foe night before 
during my stay, 1 awoke in an antique 


four-poster bed. The sheets were crisp 
white linen, the tea came in bone 
china cups and I found I had shacked 
up with a hot water bottle with a wee 
tartan cover. Scotch mist fondled the 
windows of my turret room. As I lay 
listening to the wailing trail of foie 
wake-up piper, I made a safe bet that 
breakfast would feature porridge, 
kippers and haddock. 

Amid all of this, Skibo is a fully 
functioning castle, employing 100 
staff and tacked by a £3 million grant 
from foe Highland Enterprise Board. 
It has become neither ruin nor 
museum, and it was heartening to see 
Scottish dancing in foe Great Hall 
once more. 

When Carnegie lived here he called 
Skibo "heaven on earth*. Now any¬ 
one can enter it — at a hell of aprioe. 
• Skibo Castle, Dornoch ., 
Sutherland {V2S3RQ(0IS62 
894600). Prospective members of 
the Carnegie Club may stay at the ■ 
castle for £550 a nightJar two 
people including all meals, drinks 
and most sporting activities. 
Thereafter,you must become a . 
member, membership costs 
£2300 a year per family plus 
residence charges of £425a night 
per couple. Prices exdude VAT.' 


I remember being struck by 
a hotel in the country in 
Scotland (as opposed to a 
Scottish Couniry House Hotel) 
some 25 years ago. A Victorian 
mansion, presumably pur¬ 
pose-built as a hotel to serve 
the nearby railway halt and 
ferry pier, it was stunningly 
located, overlooking one of the 
mo si beautiful lochs, across 
which foe autumn-yellowed 
forest climbed half the height 
of a craggy Munra. But the 
hotddearfy did not consider, 
its outlook of interest. Every, 
bedroom , window was pro¬ 
tected firm foe view by one of 
those three-mirror dressing 
tables of foe; 1930s. As for' the. 
food, lunch was scarcely better 
than a school dinner. 

Things have changed since 
then. The business of convert- 1 
mg pocket-draining Victorian 
hunting lodges and mansions 
info homely hostelries began 
in foe 1970s and now you can 
hardly drive a country mile 
without encountering a de¬ 
cent. often outstanding, coun¬ 
try house hold. 

The food, too, has improved. 
Each of the holds featured on 
these pages is proud, of its 
kitchen, presided ewer by sig¬ 
nature chefs making the most 
of Scotland's culinary trea¬ 
sures — fish, shellfish from the 
islands, game, venison, fruit 
and wild fttnghi. 


NO relation to the Cameron 
Clan, Camerm House derives 
its. name from. Cun Sron 
(Gaelic for "crooked .noseT, 
the spit of land on which it 
stands at the southwest comer 
of Loch Lomond. 

For330 years the house was 
the home of the Smollett 
family. For a short period in 
the 1970s and 1980$ il was a 
bear park. Fbr an even shorter 
period, since 1990. it has been 
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a hotel and in no time at all 
has won accolades for its food 
and lodging, including, two 
years ago, a Mkhetin star. 

Only the public roams and 
the hotels five suites are in the 
original Victorian mansion.. 
The rest are-iiinew extensions 
and. despite their exteriors 
melding into foe lodiside 
background, the lodgings feel 
much maze hotel albeit fiver 
star, than country house.. . . 

As well as d la carte or fixed 
price (fining, -the chef will 
consult you and-prepare six 
surprise courses based on 
your choices. Being the kind of 
person who prefers, the acci¬ 
dent of the radio to the' 
certainty of die CD, it suited 
me perfectly. 

Checking in: Cameron 
House Hotel and Country 
Estate. Loch. Lomond, 
Dunbartonshire G83 8QZ 
{01389-755565; fax 759522). 

From January 2 to March 31, 
angles cost from £135 


B&B. doubles from £170. 

B&B. for two; E190 for dinner 
B&B for two. 

vj^JtLdPEW HOUSE 

CULLODEN House became a 
hotel jn the 1970s and. after a 
faltering start, was taken over 
a year ago by an Anglophile 
American partnership. 

The house sits on the ruins 
of Culloden Castle, where 
Bonnie Prince Charlie made 
his headquarters before the 
battle of 1745, and where his 
adversary, “Butcher" Cum¬ 
berland, stayed afterwards. 
Seven years later it burnt 
down. Another 40 years went 
by before it was rebuilt. 

The first sight of Culloden. 
across a greensward big 
enough to stage hold the 
Olympics, enclosed by an 
arboretum of sequoias. Times, 
beeches and conifers in every 
shade of green, is inspiring. 

Continued on page 21 
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library That doubles as a bar. 
and in die hallway, right 
inside the from door, a wel¬ 
come touch when you arrive 
during a nippy Scunish win¬ 
ter. The food wins prizes, the 
staff are unbeatably friendly 
and efficient. 

There is plenty to do without 
even leaving' the hotel 
grounds: Tennis courts and a 
croquet lawn, a clay pigeon 
range with instruction from 
one of Britain's top coaches — 
even 1 managed to hit a few — 
a trout pond, a beat on the 
River Teviot for serious an¬ 
glers and, since last spring, a 
championship golf course. 
Riding, hawking and falconry 
are nearby and Floors Castle 
is open free to hotel guests — 
cinema-goers may recognise 
the mansion as the Greystukes 
of the Tarzan movie. 

Checking in: SunJaws 
House Hotel, Kelso TD5 &JZ 
101573 450331: fax 450061). 

B&B costs £105 in a single, 
from £150 far two sharing 
a twin/double: £105 for a four- 
poster and E245 for a suite. 
Times special offer. January 2 
to February 28. gives two 
nights for the price of one, at 
the above rates, subject to 
availability, and a maximum 
stay of two nights. Quote 
“Times Winter Sale Offer”. 


The first sight of Culloden House Hotel a handsome Georgian mansion, is across a greensward that is big enough to stage the Olympics 


The Dungeon restaurant at Dalhousie Castle 


From page 20 

Hidden behind the trees is the 
Garden pavilion, framed by 
the stumps of two sequoias 
felled by a storm and carved 
into a giant Highland warrior 
and a woman chained to a 
“jougs", a tree where gossips 
were humiliated. The pavil¬ 
ion. with its four apartment- 
suites, each with its own 
kitchen, was buDt recently and 
matches the main house. .. 

In the main house, each 
room and suite is as it was — 
substantial And the original 
18th-century internal shutters 
are still in working order. 
Checking im Culloden 
House Hotel. Milton of 
Culloden, Inverness IV! 

2NZ (01463 790461: fax 
792181). Special offer to 
readers of The Times until 
March 31: dinner, bed and 
breakfast £85 per person per 
night, based on two 
sharing a double room and 
staying at least twpnights. 



SO rural and secluded is the 
setting .of Dalhousie Castle 
that it is hard to .believe 'the 
hotel is only 20 inihutes from, 
the middle of Edinburgh- It 
lies in wooded paridand be¬ 


side the River Esk, with the 
Lammermuir Hills filling the 
horizon behind a meadow 
where horses graze and her¬ 
ons, mink and beaver visit. 

The original castle was built 
in the 13th century by the 
Ramsay family, who were 
ennobled with the title Dal 
• housie in the 17th century. The 
family still owns the castle, 
which became a hotel in the 
1970s and has just been com¬ 
pletely refurbished. 

The present building is 
largely Victorian but a medi¬ 
eval heart survives. The lobby 
boasts intricately fan-vaulted 
ceilings topped with twin glass 
cupolas, and a double stone 
staircase whose brass stair- 
rails circle up to a landing 
known as the Quarterdeck, 
because of its resemblance to' 
the bridge of a ship. Holding it 
all up are three tall-window¬ 
less. barrel-vaulted chambers 
with enormously thick walls 
that are now the hotel's restau¬ 
rant. known as The Dungeon. 
An old well has been uncov¬ 
ered and is the centrepiece of 
the Simund De Ramseia suite. 

Other rooms are "themed” 
after family heroes or visitors 
to the castle V- ; Oliver Crom¬ 
well. Sir - Walter .Scott and 
■ QueiirVictoria tonang them. 
the latter.no doubt grateful to 1 


her then host, the tenth Earl of 
Dalhousie. for managing to 
obtain for her the Kohmoor 
diamond while Governor of 
India. 

Checking in: Dalhousie 
Castle. Bonnyrigg. Edinburgh 
EH193JB (01875 820153. 
fax 821936). Unril April 3a 
single B&B from £90: . 
twin /double from £ 110 ; theme 
rooms, for two people, 
from £140. Special offer for 
Times readers: 20 per cent 
off these rates, based on two 
sharing for a minimum of 
two nights. 


Some of the Upper Tay’s best 
salmon beats are nearby and 
Farleyer offers a variety of 
angling packages. It is a good 
centre for walking, too. and 
the hotel provides map sheets 
for 20 -odd routes in the area. 
Checking in: Fhrkyer 
House. Aberfeldy, Perthshire 
PHIS 2JE(018S7 820332, 
fax 829430). The Virgin Hotel 
Collection (0800 716919) 
offers a two-night break, with 
dinner, B&B, for £175 per 
person. Extra nights and 
Sunday nights. £ 8 a Valid 
until March 31. 


TAYCHREGGAN 

HOTEL 


Checking im f river!ochy 
Castle Hotel, Fort William 
PH336SN (01397702177, 
fax 702953). Single B&B from 
£180 per night: 
twin/double from £250: suite 
from £390. The hotel is 
dosed in January and 
February, but in March, 
dinner. B&B costs £165 per 
person, based on two 
sharing. 


KNOCKOMIE 

l^HOTEL 


FARLEYER is in the heart of 
Scotland, a few miles up a 
minor Broad that crosses the 
striking, four-obelisked bridge 
over the Tay in Aberfeldy, 
between Stirling and 
Inverness. 

FarIeyer dates from the 16th 
century as a farmhouse but 
when Bonnie Prince Charlie 
took refuge in neighbouring 
Castle. Menzies, the castle 
bailiff had to give up his 
quarters, so he moved into 
Farleyer and extended it sub¬ 
stantially. Fhrieyer was con¬ 
verted from hunting lodge to 
hotel only in 1989 and the 
rooms are spacious enough to 
. make you feel you are a house 
guest rather than a customer. 

The great outdoors, how¬ 
ever, is the real attraction. 


wmm&te:: 


Golden 

China 


A classic tour of the Middle 
Kingdom with the number one 
expert and specialists 



. : 16 days in Beifvng, Chengde, Xian, Suzhou, Shanghai, 

. .. Guilin and Hong Kong fh»£ 1650 

At’CTS Horizons we are nor only China’s foremost tour 
Y 1 operator, we are part of the landscape. To us, China is home 
and we take pride in bang able to show you parts of it unseen 
by other tour groups. In Beijing after the grandeur of the 
Forbidden City and the Temple of Heaven we take our guests on 
a rickshaw tour of the hutongs or back streets for a more intimate 
view of domestic life. There is a unique visit to die charming 
Gongwangfu Palace where we take tea in its superb opera house. 
At the Great Wail we opt for a picnic at Jinshaniing, miles from 
the crowds and the vendors. In Guilin, we head for the 
Yiaoshan Mountain for the most magnifident views over die 
undulating hills around Guilin. A1I these are in addition to the 
usual highlights of the Middle Kingdom - Xian’s Terracotta Army, 
the waterfront of Shanghai, die gardens and canals of Suzhou and the magical 
cruise through the spectacular Li River of Guilin. At CTS Horizons, China is 
more than just another destination. 


1998 

MarI9.£1650 

Mar 26. 

Apr 9,16.23,30 . 

May 7,74,21,28.1695 

Jun 1T;Jul9.23 .1795 

Aug 6,20,27.. 

Sep 3.10,17.24 .1750 

ftt 1,8,15,22.1750 


£1650 

£225 

..1695 

225 

.1695 

: 270 

.1695 

270 

.1795 

250 

. 1795 

265 

.1750 

295 

.1750 

295 


For tours of China, talk to the experts, 
we're at home in the Orient. 
Book direct 0171-S36 9911 


Oka Ttawri Santo (IB) lH 

CIS Haw 7Ug^»5t,IMbtlJaiInn* WC2H 9DI 


fax (H 71-8363121 EraftCISdricadwonauik 

CTS Horizons 
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INVERLOCHY Castle is in¬ 
disputably the jewel of Scot¬ 
land’s country house hotels, 
die most luxurious and one of 
the most expensive in the 
country. Queen Victoria spent 
a week here in 1873 as a guest 
of Lord Abinger. and wrote in 
hex diary: “I never saw a 
lovelier or more romantic 
spot.” 

The Abinger family sold the 
house and its estates in 1944 to 
a Canadian couple, the 
Hobbs, and it was Mrs Hobbs 
who converted Inver I ochy to a 
hotel in 1972. Since then the 
guest list has read like a Who’s 
Who — everyone from the. 
Queen and Charlie Chaplin to ■ 
Naomi CampbeU and Robert 
de Niro. The latest-addition to 
the rolTcaU is V/ifliam Hague, 
who took over Inveriochy for 
his stag party last month and 
worked off the hangovers by 
leading his mates up Ben 
Nevis. 

On the other side of the 
hotel, the terrace descends to 
rough moorland and Inver- 
lochy ’s own small loch. Inside, 
ffie gslleried and gilded Great 
Hall rises to a ceiling frescoed 
with cherubs cavorting in the 
clouds. The restaurant is pre¬ 
sided over by Simon Haigh. 
who trained with Raymond 
Blanc. Do not. however, ex¬ 
pect or demand bottled water. 
Inveriochy deliberately dis¬ 
connected from the mains 
some years ago and returned 
to its own springs and reser¬ 
voirs on Ben Nevis itself. It is 
much, much better than any¬ 
thing with a lid on. 


KNOCKOMIE Hotel lies in 
rural surroundings on the 
River findhom, a few miles 
south of Forres, and much of 
the hotel's rolling 25 acres is let 
to a local farmer. The High¬ 
land cattle grazing next to the 
hotel entrance are his and. 
when mature, some of them 
will make a star appearance 
on the hotel menu. 

But it was local produce of a 
different order that grabbed 
eye: pan-fried chante- 
les with garlic. Thierry 
Foumot. a young Parisian, 
here to improve his English 
and flatter the Scottish palate. 


my 

reile 


had picked the chanterelles at 
six that morning and, he told 
me, they were probably the 
last of the season. Well, not 
quite — there were more 
delicious funghi infesting my 
main course of mixed fillets in 
a grain mustard sauce. 

Knockomie has been taking 
in guests since the early 1800s. 
when Miss Smith, the house¬ 
keeper. used to entertain the 
circuit judges on their 
progress around the northern 
assizes. The present building 
dates from 1914 and is a pretty 
example of fhe Arts & Crafts 
movement The rooms are not 
numbered — each is named 
after a malt. The hotel sug¬ 
gests that you can order the 
malt your room is named 
after, if you cannot deride 
which to ask for. This is also 
helpful if. having ordered 
sufficient, you cannot remem¬ 
ber which room you are in. 
Checking im Knockomie 
Hotel. Grantown Road, 

Forres. Moray IV36 0SG 
(01309 673146: fax 673290). A 
special offer for Times 
readers until April 30 gives 
dinner, B&B for £49.50 per 


Ireland 

Utft a different life 


HOLIDAYS *98 

Ireland’s tourist boards, north and 
south, have got together to create some 
unforgettable breaks and holidays 
this year. From B&B’s to castles, from 
long weekends to weeks on end, you'll 
find Ireland’s world famous welcome is 
now warmer than ever. For our full 
colour brochures, call us free on 


0800 55 55 98. 

hcTp://irebod.CT2vd.ie 


vvicLGbto- enjoy hu&ky 



Experience the thrill of Greenland’s remote wilderness on 
a spring '98 departure of Arctic Experience's husky sledge 
adventure. Based in Ammassalik. on Greenland's east 
coast, the holiday ban excellent nu rodocooa to dog sledging 
and the way of life in a genuine Greenland community. 


Choose from either 6 or 10 days - cost tram £ 1 042pp. 



EXPERIENCE! 


Call os now for a full color* brochure 


4b[»j 01737 218801 


www^redc-discovcrxojik 


ARCTIC EXPERIENCE 
29 Nock Way. BmBod 
Surrey, SM7 IPB 


The Garden Isle of Madeira 


7 nights ofwinter sunshine onthe beautiful island of Madeira from £305 
or for £10 per night supplement up-grade to the 5-star deluxe Savoy Hotel 


Join us for a 7-night sojourn on the beautiful island 
ofMadriredeiwt^fnjmLonkmGalwidt and enjoy 
aweek of relaxation or partake in a variety of inter¬ 
esting optional visits to tropica] gardens and lovely 
houses, to adrition we are able, for a small supple¬ 
ment to offer a hold upgrade to the 5-star Savoy 
Hotel, representing art excellent saving from tariffs 
that might be found elsewhere. If therefore you are 
IcKjkmgforabalmyvrinter'sbreak.th^i this is an offer 
thatshouidnot be missed. 


THE HOTEL MADEIRA 
This modem 3-star hotel is locatedwithinashort 
walking distance ofal the prinripleatiractionsofOld 
Funchal and of numerous excellent restaurants. All 
nxwns have balcony, telephone, bath and WC.te roof 
terrace has a panoramic outlook over the town. The 
hotel has a dining roan for breakfast only. On occa¬ 
sions. an alternative 3-star hotel will be used. 

THESAVOYHOTEL 
With panmamieviewsof the mountains andsea the 
Savoy Hotel offers a high level of service. This hold 
has35Q q&cims 3 nd comfortable $icst rooms all with 



DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

Wednesday - per person in twin 

1998- Jan 7,14.21,2S£305 Feb4.ll.18.25 
Mar4,11.18.25 £325 April 1.8*. 15.22 £325 

Dq^inoOTTuesdaysareabcwviflaHc 

Single suppL£195JK). Easter-add £45.00 
Upgrade to Savoy Hotel£70.001single£225) 

TBtfl1udadKraiDmftitf4fc7niahis'aiznnniaibu«ii]Ralwd«l 
breaktudmisal the hold OR departure ta. NaUodadcd I ravel 
insurance, main meab.lij» All nbas *»fgectlodsB£e.Oor centra 
riinifitinm nf Bmlrinf finiMli nn nnir-'t ~rT*rln ill 


0171-6161000 




air conditioning, a balcony, radio, co lour 
television with sabelliteand minibar. The 
Savoy's other facilities include 2 saltwa¬ 
ter swimming pools, three restaurants,a 
library and various shops. 


VOYAGESJUIES VERNE 
21 Dorset Square. London NW1 tiGiG 

Trawl IWoIin^ Lid. ABTAV166I ATOLftCR 
bteniethHp^tam.f^.nuik’ 

Our offers arr open for (rlrph&mrarnaiim&wccMajv ftunlv 


Spa anJal i«*k«nd> IoSpm. Fnr pcrsowlaJlcri. ouroHi« 

houn&reteffltoSpni weekdays only. 


person, based on two 
sharing a double room 
(superior room. £59.50). 
Minimum stay two nights. 


SUNLAWS HOUSE 


SUNLAWS lies just north of 
the border with Northumbria. 
Early English visitors were far 
from welcome, for the original 
castle was burnt down by 
Northumbrian bandits in 
1493. That set the tone for the 
tinder box history that fol¬ 
lowed — subsequent rebuild¬ 
ings of Sunlaws went up in 
flames a further three times: in 
1720. 1770 and 1853. 

The final Victorian mansion 
stands — adequately provided 
with fire extinguishers — in its 
own 200 -acre estate abutting 
the lands of Floors Castle, 
home of the Duke of 
Roxburghe. The duke ac¬ 
quired Sunlaws in 1969 and. 
with his wife, an interior 
designer, convened the Jaco- 
bean-style mansion, fitting it 
out with antique fuminire 
from Floors and looting the 
ducal cellars to furnish the 
wine list, as well as supplying 
the kitchen with fish and game 
from the Roxburghe estate. 

Ignoring its incendiap' hist¬ 
ory. log fires blaze in the 
drawing room, in the panelled 


“IT'S a far cry ro Lochawe!” 
used to be the" war-cry of the 
fighting Campbells, flaunting 
the impossibility of being pur¬ 
sued and routied from their 
strongholds around the loch. 
Things have changed little, for 
Taychreggan lies at the end of 
a narrow and twisting single- 
track road. 

The rooms are cosy rather 
than spacious — Taychreggan 
was. after aU. an ton rather 
than a grand house — but it 
would be hard to get some¬ 
where more secluded on main¬ 
land Britain, and the sheer 
beauty of the place is spectacu¬ 
lar. The food. too. is acknowl¬ 
edged as outstanding, even by 
its rival hoteliers who have 
named Taychreggan “Scot¬ 
land's ultimate dining experi¬ 
ence" for two years running. 
Checking in: Taychreggan 
Hotel. Kilchrenan, by 
TavnuilL Argyll PA351HA 
(01866 833211 /S35366. fax 
833244J. The Virgin Hotel 
Collection (0800 716919) offers 
two nights’ B&B for £130 
per person: extra nights at 
£60 per person: Sunday 
night £50 per person. Valid 
until March 31. 

• Times reader offers should 
be mentioned at the lime of 
booking, and are subject to 
amilabiliry. 


TOURING HOLIDAYS 


Worldwide 






AMERICA & CANADA 


20 Quality Escorted Tours Indudln^ 

ONTARIO & FRENCH CANADA 

8 Day Tour featuring: Included sightseeing of FROM 

Toronto. Ottawa and Quebec City; plus £595 


Montreal, with option of 2 extra nts from £54 

EASTERN USA & NIAGARA 

9 Day Tour featuring; New York. Niagara Falls. 

Penn-Dutcti Country, Philadelphia. Baltimore, 

Annapolis. Washington DC 

GOLDEN WEST USA 

14 Day Dm featuring: San Francisco, Napa Valley, 

Lake Tahoe, Yosemite NP, Las Vtegas, Grand Canyon, 

Flagstaff. Scottsdale. San Diego. Los Angeles 


FROM 

£659 


FROM 

£815 


EUROPE & THE MED 


20 Escorted Touring Holidays including: 

HIGHLIGHTS OF ANDALUCIA 

8 Day Tour featuring: Granada. Cordoba. Sevilla from 


Gibraltar: PLUS option to add a week in the n ffO C 
Algarve from £74, or Torremollnos from £66 £a99 


VENICE, FLORENCE & ROME 


8 Day Tout fe a t uring Venice. Assisi. Rome. Pisa. 
Florence: PLUS 7 nts In Lido di Jesolo from £60. 
Sorrento from £114 or Lake Garda from £124 


FROM 

£319 


TREASURES OF TURKEY 

8 Day Tour featuring: Izmir. Per gam on, Troy, 
Gallipoli. Istanbul. Ephesus, Pamukkale: PLUS 
7 nts in Kusadasi front £46 


FROM 

£399 


FAR AWAY PLACES 


FROM 

£959 


8 Exciting Holidays Including: 

IMPERIAL CHINA 

12 Days featuring: Beijing, the Great Wall of 
China and Ming Tombs: Chengde; Xian, 
the Terracotta Army and the Huaqing Hot 
Spnngs; PLUS 5 nts in Hong Kong from £190 

AUSTRALIAN ADVENTURE 

16 Days featuring: Sydney, Melbourne, cortM 

Adelaide. Alice Springs. Ayers Rock. Great rt-rni; 
Barrier Reef. Caims: PLUS option to stopover xl# 510 
In Bangkok & Singapore from £100 


ARCHERS PRICES INCLUDE 


* FREE CONNECTING FLIGHTS from ragfenel airports 
to Heathrow wttn mem North American holidays. 

* LOCAL COACH CONNECTIONS Cron over 1,000 
towns to departure airport for £5 return. 

* AU. AIRPORT TAXES and UK Air P a-engor 
Doty Included. 

dr Services of a professional tour dfroctsr/rasori 
representative. 

NSlerMiAQJSvSsalDinWMt 






BOOK DIRECT & SAVE ££s 


0oi 


OUR 2 4 h > BftOCHURO LINE 

OJL 233 211 lOO 


QUOTE REF. 
E-STt 

2712-THW 


OR CUT THE COUPON AND POST TO ARCHERS. PO Boi 170. tenfcro. hull IN24 OZ> 
NAME___ 


ADORE SS_ 


Ar ch e rs? ) * | 


* 4 * Aa BOOK DIRECT FOR BETTER VALUE 

N A membur o# |no COSMOS Group, morhot Icudurt ^ 

in ouenritid coach lours, ror over 30 yoara. Jr 
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Passport 
to panic 

THE last-minute panic to g« our 
son off to South Africa this Christ¬ 
mas alerted me to the number or 
countries where a British passport 
is valid for only nine and a half 
years and not, as you may think, 
for ten. Visa and Passport Services 
(0171-229 4784) says countries 

which wfll not allow visitors to 
enter unless there are at least six 
months left on the passport include 
Singapore, Australia, the United 
States, Thailand. Jamaica. Malay¬ 
sia. Kenya, Antigua and Barbuda. 
Anguilla, Jordan and rsrael- 
Papua New Guinea requires a full 
year, but New Zealand and Moroc¬ 
co need only three months. 

Our son had to queue at the 
passport office in London for a ten- 
year passport — hardly convenient 
for anyone outside the capital. 

■ A NEW service from 

Stanstcd to Nuremberg 
starts in February with 
independent airline Enrowings 
(01293 596699). There wffl be three 
departures each weekday. 14-day 

advance-purchase fares available 


mita the end of March will cost 
from £99. excluding taxes. 

One of Germany's liveliest dties, 
Nuremberg is also a gateway to 
Bavaria's Romantic Road — a 
delightful route A rough medieval 

gems such as Nordlingcn, 
Dinkdsbohl and Rothenburg-ob- 
der-Taubcr. The bitter is heme to 
a year-round Christmas shop, 
which seBs wonderful toys and 
decorations—and where the 
queues begin in January. 

Gnome tome 

WHERE are the best places for 
gnome-watching? According to the 
newly published 77te Complete 
Book of the Gnome (AA, £1499), 
the best area is north Devon, home 
of both the Gnome Reserve at West 
Putford near Bradworthy, where 
more than 1,000 gnomes and pixies 
are assembled, and GHomeland at 
Watermouth Castle near Ilfra¬ 
combe. which attracts about 
150.000 visitors a year. The world’s 
most expensive gnome, said to be 
insured for El million, and the only 
survivor of a large 19th-century 
collection, is on display at Lamport 
Hall in Northamptonshire. If you 
read the book, you will never sneer 
at these cheeky chappies again. It 


Yvonne Evans and some of the 200 


attaints’ Wba from as for as Australia to see them 


Ik 
I s of 


seems they have an andent 
gree stretching back hundn 
years to Scandinavian and Norse 
mythology — and of course John 
Major, our former Prime Minister, 
worked briefly in the family gnome 
business. 


Tent peg 

NEW fly-drive camping holidays 
from Canvas ' Holidays (pl383 
644000) sound as if th^ are a 


mutinous chil dren inthe back of 
the car. But are they worth it? With 
the. fly-drive scheme, a L4-night 
holiday in early May based at 
Norcenni in Tuscany (ideal for 
visiting Florence and Siena), for a 
famflv of two adults and two 


children aged two to 11, will cost 
E1371. This price, indudes return 
flights, tent axxommodation and 
Group A car hire. It rises to £2,187 
in peak season. 

However, self-drive holidays de¬ 
parting on die same dates cost only 


•• • : .• - v V‘ 


WEEKEND ■ SATURDAY DECEMBER^ 


E265 and EM3 P“ 

parly. induave of fcny °^ 8 

Ei and passengers, owrn^a 

Sfflen mule at Saartwr® and 

Sata'srsS;' 

SWSSK£i££- 

exnerts take enthusiasts baidSKF 
ing, deer and wild boar spotting. 

ai§ on Other awnny 

rtrir*. ner family at one of these 

LeTlSta D“td°8 nt K 

from £239-£?49 for 14 nights. 

Flying high 

DESPITE Richard 
Branson's recent 
balloon flop . ,air - 
home excursions 
are on' the up-and- 
up, according to 

-- ticket specialist 

Seligp (0121-643 4321). The jbm 
which sells tickets ami trips to 150 
attractions worldwide, ranging 
from Hard Rock cafe to flamenco 
shows, is including 
number of helicopter and baBom 
rides in Europe and the United 
States. 

A new one for the company » a 
Paris helicopter trip which tows 
you over the Eiffel Tower and me 
World Cup Football Stodwm forr 

£»9 while a balloon nde over Walt 

Disney World and central Honda 
costs £106. 
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At Lin Poly right hw, yo« cu save 15% « all Arcadia, Oriaia ml fictaria sailiigs 
between Jaiiary 1998 and April 1999. What's more, 
there are fantastic early booking savings available on 
Winter '98/9 anises. Choose frwn an exciting range d 
varied itineraries in th7 Mediterranean, Northern 
Enrope, the Caribbean and worldwide. |nst take ont 
onr Holidaycare insnrance when yon book*. 

Cali into yonr loal Lain Poly HoRday Shop or 
call the Cube Hotline on 01203 2231®®? 

With great offers like these, no wonder 
Lnnn Poly is No.l for ernises. 

(HECK UINN POUT PRICES BEFORE YOU BOOK 



PACK 

YOUR 

BAGS 



FLYING VISITS 



Oftar wijject to avdabOty and cannot ba comNnod wilh any Mhor ** * 

*ttndraw tub ofaraftwm noltaL fonas araopan Mon-FM 9nm-7pm. Sat9a m-5j)m . St« iQanHt^t Urtt ate * 

Typical insurance whs E35J5 lor 9 days cow. FUI (Mata vrtfaUa In shops. 


□ THE Lanesborough is sup¬ 
posedly Madonna’s favourite 
London hotel — but even she 
might blanche at splashing 
out £150.000 on a new year .. 
celebration for six. But for' 
those with city bonuses fo 
bum, the hotel promises an 
unforgettable three days. On 
December 30, Lanesborough 
butlers arrive with Louis 
Vrotton luggage fo help you 
pack. Then a heticopter trans¬ 
ports you to Heathrow, 
whence a private jet whisks 
you to St Moritz to be waited 
an by the hotel's staff and 
chefs at a private chalet On 
December 31, there is skiing, 
plus - a late lunch a t La 
Mannrte. then a helicopter 
and private jet bade to 
London. After pulling your 
crackers (which each contain 
jewellery worth £5,000). enjoy 
a six-course dinner, cabaret . 
and a night in the Royal Suite 
at foe Lanesborough- On New 
Year’s Day you will be 
helicoptered home to recover. 
Interested? Call 0171-259 5599. 

□ YOU can still sec in the 
new year in the Mediterra¬ 
nean. BeHair Holidays (018k 

785 3266) has availability on a 
ven-night trip to Malta, 
leaving from Gatwidc on De¬ 
cember 29, 30 or 3L Seven 
nights' se&catering in St Ju¬ 
lians costs from £244 per 

person, based on five sharing, 
including return flights, 
transfers and taxes. 

□ JOIN THE jet set for a spot 
of country happing. Premier 
Holidays (017S7 884031) is 
offering 19 days travelling 
through Bangkok. Hong 
Kong. Singapore and Bali, 
departing on January 5,8 or 9. 
Three nights roonwjniy ac¬ 
commodation hi each dty.and 
five nights, room wily, in Bali 
costs from £1.299. per person, 
including flights and trans¬ 
fers, all with Qantas. 

□ HIT THE piste for the 
beginning of the season with 
First Choice, booked through 
Thomas Cook (0990 I8I8I8). 
Sewn nights B&B at Soil in 
Austria, leaving on Saturday, 
January 3, costs from £179 per 
person, including flights, 
transfers and taxes. 

Joanna Hunter 
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Promotional Fore Flexible Fare 
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Airfares 
to show 
taxes 

PASSENGERS will find it 
easier to work out the cost of 
flying from January 1, when 
all airlines win have to adver¬ 
tise air form inclusive of taxes, 
Steve Keenan mites. 

Until now, airlines and their 
brokers have been allowed to 
publish attractive lead-in 
prices, only to add in the small 
print, “subject to taxes." which 
can add more than £50 to the 
price of a ticket 
The Air Transport Users’ 
Council and consumer groups, 
complained about the prac¬ 
tice, which they said misled 
cu s tomer s . Now die Advertis¬ 
ing Standards Authority has 
insisted on aH-in pricing. 

Last month budget airline 
easyJet started to indude in its 
published lares taxes such as 
Air. Passenger Duty, which 
I adds £10 to European flights 
rand COiolong-haul services. 
; Other airlines have argued 
that it will be complicated to 
add on taxes, which vary 
depending on The destination. 


'jfEast 










mBAG 


! -XT -l 



v m 


I -1/ -i *■ ‘ } ■ » , V 


Ml. . . .1 

-r j • <• ■: 

- ■ *' ■ 4. V -if 7 



* Spend two weeks ■_ 

visiting nine exotic Caribbean islands with NCL 
* Direct scheduled flights 

'om mst . (n £imT 


from just 




Thomas 

Cook 



For a copy of the Norwegian Cruise Line brochure 
contact your nearest local Thomas Coo k sho p or call our specialist 
cruise line on 0990 Z//666 


fl (atiBitei i Img rFITTi iiitiri I — r~l- S'——|i -^ 

Open Moodir - Ptkbr tan -7pm. S«nidflr 9im -5pm. Tbomas Cbok Gnwp Lad. ABTA 206D6- 


O&n i w uiU il u fee tEwked period 
be x Mwfa w without n nrinr. 


Jbc NCL ATOL2752. 
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World C||ers 

li^ht pr»ce5 |rom: 

Ber,vtiA(l« 
-ilHH rtn 

pitAS j-32 tax 


Smftapore 
£3S7 rtn 

pt^S 







for -thousands of Wort«t Offers ea.it US now on: 


WoRkO OFFERS 

, BRITISH AIRWAYS 

£.£-£-111 Book 30th Oeeen^fcer *17. Theworid’sfavouriteairluie 
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Because we think the world of you 


curren{ i]esl ^ys on the world s finest airlines 


SYDNEY 
PERTH ' 
-CAIRNS 
AUCKLAND 
BANGKOK 


SINGAPORE 
BALI 
BEUM6 
TOKTO ’ 

-Per peraon based 


nun 

mi” mm* 

£338 £511 
£385 £858 
£374 £679 
£231 £385 
£244 £489 
£238 £385 
£383 £448 
£240 £329 
£303 £449 
ni2paa|taMtag 


NEW YORK 
BOSTON 
CHICAGO 
FLORIDA 
IDS ANGELES 
SAN FRANCISCO 
DENVER 
TORONTO 
VANCOUVER - 
LAS VEGAS 


Ml 

H34 £185 
£139 £165 
£157 £191 
E1SS £225 
£132 £225 
£182 £225 
£225 £225 
£175 £2«5 
£277 £332 
£209 £225 


MBftfrCflY 
INDIA 
JffBIBB 
CAPETOWN 
HARARE 
NABOB!" - 
DUBAI ■- 
CAHBSEAH 
GOEVA ' 


-V 

£251 £285 
£187 £319 
£271 £352 
£327 £352 
£327 £495 
£239 £388 
£188 £235 
£302 £382 
£89 £96 


TRAIL 


'i *ti-. » \ri.: 1 1 
A m MK'ft £ / 


ERS 


Unequivocal protection against airline insolvency - CAA approved 
'worldwide attention to detail 


THE TtAVEl EXPERTS 


ARQUKDIHE WORLD £777 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


-AUSTRALIA£3B • USA£29 • AffiCA£31 • MflflCfitt • ASA£27 
USA CAR HK FROM £20 P® DAY • CALL WOW FOR OUR TAILQflMADE WOaOV^.Affil^AiOCA BROCHURES 


X> rf'i !>'- open i'l'Ji'-Sa! • T.• Si.-'.: f:_• j, 


QANTAS/BRITISH AIRWAY 
FROM £611 RE 

A CHOICE OF 5T0P0VEF 
PLUS AUS5G WORTH Or TR 

TO QPFMn 1M ill’s 

S TO AUSTRALIA 
TURN 

IS AVAILABLE 

AVEL VOUCHERS 

TRAl 1A 

1 U or CnU 111 nUu 

1 nHLIH 


toTELT'OtrAfa. 


For the real towdown m worldwide 
; bawl, TteiHaders is yow one stop 
I travel shop, 

j Trafiftederc often more h m cost 
; ffigbb to note rfesUitatiaBS than 

anyone. Experts to airfares saice 
1 1970 . necaotaBoMDake your very 
i cram package wflfa Bp to 65% discount 
do hotels and car hire vrarldwiite. 


FOR YOUR FRE= COPY Or THE 
TfiAILFirJDER MAGAZINE 
CAt 10:71-933 3366 ANYTIME 


JOOL14S8 Wn unBSTDI 


42-50 tarts Court Road 
long Hail Travel: 

194 Kensington High Street 
Long Haul Travel: 
First & Business Class: 

215 Kensington High Street 
Transatlantic & European: 

22-24 The Priory Queensway 
Worldwide Travel: 

48 Com Street 
Worldwide Travel: 

254-284 Sauchiehali Street 
Worldwide Travel- 

58Deansgate 
Worldwide Travel: 
first & Business Class: 


LONDON WB6FT 
8171-938 33S6 
LONDON W87RG 
8171-938 3939 
0171-938 3444 

LONDON WB6BD 
0171-937 5400 

BIRMINGHAM B4 BBS 
0121-236 1234 
BRISTOL BSJ 3 HQ 
0117-929 9800 
GLASGOW G23EH 
0141-353 2224 

MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
0161-839 6969 
0161-839 3434 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


... people think the world of usl 


£164 



AUSTRAHAl 

| FAKES FROM] 

£59>4 

- ^ _ NEW ZEALAND) 

Li 014-20-88724 El 5?2ir' 

-——-£647 

|rJ 0171-287 5556 “ r r T 1 n 

4 

S 01420-88380 
i 0171-287 5559ftl £240 


fSarEasi 


FAR CAST I 

£343 1 

u 01420-808281 hfHAtLAND 

.— £476 . % 

IQ 0171-287 55581 


M Ar>U\RR( 1KW11 W.O I LK.H7S \l AnoKJ-WUf I »WJC I $ 


(*exd uxes) — CURRENT BEST BUYS — MEW FOR IBS 

OfW RIH ; Ol* BN ' W IK 

SYDNEY.-r»H_i575 SMGAKW.-/2«_£J** ftUUHL_ JV1 .J4K AUSTP AIIA 

CARNS.-EML.£5»7 HONG KONG-OW-.0*5 OMG-f7TO .-£180 ' 

PUBH-£540 —Ciii 1AXABTA_(YU^W CAKKJWN_tWY.JW RTN* j A A 

AUCiLwa—n**_./*M a*u_ tocococznr—- f 4UU 

OCUt-£2]>„fM0 SAIGON——-/770-.riTO M)0CUKIR0O19-HS5 L“ I M 

BOMBAY - £2I2.^M0 CABM — n»f-fflO KXOWO - J1W.-O09 _ 1 ,_ 

MADRAS- m t~O*0 B8JWG_070-0** fCVYOK_£14*..419V i^oiirmni 

UMUMIU. £340-015 DURAL_-£I#*_Y2** BOSTON—_£15*—/] ** TtoWlUlNC TDCCTHBt. - 

COLOMBO.—o«:.ni7 Tokyo.. _—£2ro_f«40 ids vtfifs_. mo.nbi 

BANGKOK—NAIROBI _£21*.. 050 BERMUDA-229* u AFXtt-ttTwN 91 

- AROUND THE WORLD - 

LONDON - HONG KONG - CAIRNS - BRISBANE - overland - SYDNEY - 
SAN FRANCISCO - NEW YORK - LONDON £449 

lAfecihrr you ire bo&iiyuig ta visiing home, aadd &e u> go ifcrect or wtffa i oopovrt. u nuna Yowl 

qffg mow fltghu Ai mt rfftfmniwB. af all die iV« paw id mm yaw hb uh b mu 


lhm.H'.u 0171 957 5122 957 2654* 




PSA & WORLDWIDE FLI GH TS BKUJ a 
017 72 72 72 72 nemx 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND SBOOm 
01772 727 727 de*ver 


:orcn:o £159 
tvtcruea: £219 

Ottci- •••Vi’.- £259 

Ho>T5>: £249 

V.nncouv-r £299 
VV:ri.i>!5r-9 £239 

Orrery £279 
Fdmorstcp £279 




OPEN 

7 DAYS ^ 

Me-.v York -r £159 

Boston £159 
Florida £190 

LOS Angeles £220 
San. rrarcisco £220 
Denver £220 

Las Ye css £220 
I'.'e'.v Orleans £280 
’.•7ash;ng*cn £159 
Chicago £135 
Tcrcr.-O £235 
Honolulu £380 


GHTBQDKEIS 

travelling freestyle 

ABTA DOB06/VB600 ATOL 2563 IATA 

GUARANTEED LOWEST AIRFARES ON SCHEDULED AlRUNES 

^ EXPLORE THE GLOBE fr £953 

FARE INCLUDES CHOICE 
OF 6 STOPOVERS 

|Plusadd^ndurigg 


ANBSCAS 6 CANADA | AUSTRALIA&NZ 1 WORLDWIDE 
0171 I 0171 I 0171 
757 2000 I 757 2468 I 757 2444 


GATWICK 
01293 
508 300 

(7m-10pm daily) 


Call now for details 
and conditions 


First & Business Class 

Best Value:- Air Fares - Car Hire - Hotels - insurance 

AH bus are returr. <s^tti ic 5V2;.3W;. & n;v:rj\: jpp.?;;-tnts. ■:: ureter& t ->es v.-l'5:5 ^i.cable 


FIJdinSI-ATS 


_SOUTH AFRICA! 

^u fare? from | 

01420-808281 £382 


Op-'rinaI 


Q 0171-287 5535 


WE FIX rT ALL 

^-Top quality, lowest schethded fares... 

-Accoiranodatioii. budget to luxurious ' 
■tbSonnade itineraries ft sightseeing tours 
-Cat Campervan lure, coach S iaD tours. 


h i :7‘ T i = ■ - T * 


otnaAUr jtfroiinr m^a wi—win 

12 High Street Attwv Hants. GU341BN 

52 Regent Street, London. W1R SIX SKSSIabtaH 
FAX: 01420-82133 or 0171-287 *522 


AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND 





Direct Travel Insurance 

for TOP QUALITY COVER AND VALUE 




tW9« 2399D4 


»—“SKEMKm 


^ lUb/lC for injfonl .over or quofolion 
U I 7UJ O I ZiJHO *)ara ■ 3pn Seven days o v/eek 



TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 


LONG STAY 
SKI 

SINGLE TRIP 
USA CAR 
HIRE TOP-UP 


THE TRAVEL 
MARKET ^ 


Spin . S1&BBC8 £37 
MariaKCors EM 



rLIGHTS WOILDWIOK 

CANADA C*V v 

USA : 0*5 

|Sf>iA.-U'M a ; jo 
CAKir»BF£.rw YC5 

..AFRICA too 

AU57ALIA 370 

N.ZIALANO 



SPECIAL INTEREST 


35SEES 



0161 929 5559 


USA & CANADA 


eJETLINE 

D;*.c*tilfrl farrv to **; dcvVr«:i?n» 
SPAtS »:mi,£B 9 USA **s?rill9 
fwirucil 79 CiSIBSIiN 1*9 
CASAKILS »J S ATilICA 209 
ISRAEL 109 C««W :« 
CREECC 95 I'OIS 259 
CY«l : S 139 fifiEAST 319 
SMI H.1CHTS 79 AUSTRALIA 390 

FV.VC7 US»/S8»i:S!i-l»S - .rci| SI7J 

[HiiTTinn 


WINTER SPORTS 


WHY SHOP AROUND FOR TRAVEL 
INSURANCE? irS FREE AT LUNN POLY. 

With any sonnicr ’98 overseas ho&day 
casting 1299 * or more per person. 

For de&lb ash at any Inn Poly Holiday Shop 
or call ns oo 8 0990 81 II It* 


4mia « sanw *98 twemaas MkMvs » dualkin ol ■« id T7 days aWr 
-009 01 MR p« pnaon «*. long hwtf IwMayl OBm carol ue eurMnd w* 
w oow pmmMond Mlef » otooun. ap*o» b. nn bookng& only and a 
uta b MtabBjL lUwsepan itavFO fl-S 20. S« 9-5. M caito duigaa M 
amttid nowoBl cal me. F-a await avadaWe n snop*. 




USA A CANADA 


PHONE m 

01892 83 33 38 



RETURN 


HOM LONDON GATWICK : 

AUCKLAND .1 Ian £399 PBLTH-53an£299 

ADELAIDE - 4Ja&£299 HELB0URNE11 Jan £399 
MELBOURNE 4 3an^£299. SYDNEY—H Jan £399 

FROM HANCHESTER 

PERTH —4 Jan £299 BRISBANE - 21 Jan £399 
SYDNEY -u 113an £399 

Instant Vba sendee - 
available 



A Ij V ;.N l i U£. 
Truici■ 


Faresavers 


ONE WAY 
FROM JUST 

£229 


HURKfl LAST FEW SCAB AT 
YHESEMUZDK PRICES - 

01715840202 



01476 592095 


Avstravil's Great Escape. The Bssemeni^ ^ 
152 Bre motor. Rosil. KnightsbraJgc. Lor eon 3 '.Vj. 


TRAVEL 
ontiiraed Fro 


2 



SPAIN 


CATALONIA 

SPAIN 

_ 0OUU2 

QnafityVfflas JD\ 

A^s-AHotefc. 5E 


SPANISH HARBOUR 

01 17 986 0777 


Small group 
holidays off the 
beaten tr'ack,.. 

MIDDLE EAST AFRICA ASIA 
^EUROPE FAR EA5T AMERICAS - 

aOI420 541007 

•nwaBAc 

/uxtlAfi 


NEW 

ENGLAND 


“Ban weeks in a tmfitfcmal 
New Bag land bouse 
(Including flights, car 
hire, hotel stopo ver e nd 
hwBSDced from £675* per 
poson low season end boot 
£975* per person high 
season. A superb collecticm 
of carefully selected coastal, 
lakeside and inland 
properties in Vermont, 
Maine, Connecticut, New 
Hampshire, Rhode kbmd & 
Massachusetts (including 
Cape Cod). 

FBEEIU HVGB 

COLOUK BROCHURE. 

CALL (0990)143686 

QUOTE A09U24 HRS) 
Ofdailfawltiati.il fiiwlij 
Hwi , D^t ABWJDiBwaMBL 
. Pt*or-*h.8H201YQ. 




U JL HOLIDAYS 






ALL THE BEST OF CANADA 


All types oT holidays: tours, cruises, city-breaks, 
outdoor experiences and excursions. 

All year round. All arrangements: 
flights, hotels, car hire, even theatre 
tickets. Free colour Brochure. 

arm vans ami 
The Canada Specialists 


Phone 0990 434 434 Quote 


WINTER SPORTS 


01747 828000 

< 241)1 s . 


Portugal 


■if .-71 .23 




MALTA'&GOZO 





SPECIAL INTEREST 


PORTUGAL 


PORTUGAL. MADEIRA 
& THL AZORES 


■ IHUIVDIIU f 

I tkavkuuers I 


Traditional 

fimuhoaecs, cottages, 
apartments and 
. village houses In 
countryside Spain 
Portugal 
‘ Man y with PO OL 
JKBt OOtiOOB naoMJWE 
WN6 

<0990)143582 

QUOTE 
KEFESOTS 
ATOBoexnO 
naxs 


SPECIAL INTEREST 


REAL HOLIDAYS 

■We think of a 8 the wasted holidays before we found Ramblers" wrote a client 
returning after HvehoWayswtth us. From Britain’s Lake District throughout Europe 
to South Africa, N & S America, Nepal and the Far East, Iceland. Alaska and 
Australasia, our smaH escorted parties walk, sightsee, explore and even trek or 
cross-country ski. but mast of ail to the hRls and mountains, the beautiful and 
interesting places. 149 different hofldays, 2000 departure. Aft hoRdays carry a 
grade to reflect their ease or challenge. Ifou can leave the planning to us, you 
needn’t took at a map, just get 14 ) and fotow the leaded Minimum age 1A 
Coma and join us, we'H make you welcome. CaH us for a brochure. 

RAMBLERS HOLIDAYS, BOX 43, WELWYN GARDEN, ALB 6PQ 
Tel:01707 331133 Far01707 333276 



Sh» 4-6. Ddomd .Mias. 
mEToiSyS S2O303. 


Silly Prices! 

Perfect for the advanced 
skier or first timer 

Pick up 2 brochure Jrom: 

$ Bighorns 


#Neilsoa 
« Balkan Tours 
* Romania Travel Centre 
or contact the 

Romanian National 
Tourist Office 
on 0171224 3692 

Fly either Britannia 
Airways from Gaiwtck or 
wtlb XAROM Romania's 
own National Alrilnr from 
Healhraw using Boeing 
73T» and A310 airbuses 


HELPFUL H0UDAV5 

for «kn Country kU > cMcriac. 
Hu«c ranoy o( two 4SO MW, 
nafia.n«iik»i 
All «W0lT drtcrtbeil * n*r «ml 


01647 433535 

m 


ftotal, 

freedom 

ifaefanadan to dowholyou 
vent when you want 
Ikjgo choice <d aoHoges, 
kxioei. famhexHo ct* 1 
hoCduy peeks. 

Wool for couplet ond 
hwiilies oil year round 


£20 dcpx>*it 

01455 85 25 45 

L lodges' 

& HOLIDAY 

-X Parks 





L; 


Just fir the discerning 

Free broc h ure featuring 
3SO seteded West 
Country cottagns 

01326565555 
MM*— tint rr> i A 


C (T T A G i : S i- C • !\ 

Great Value 
HOLIDAYS 



01455 852505 
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CK-IN 


FRANCE 


UX HOLIDAYS 





London Urton to |r 

Geneva' ’ •."• 




Edinburgh 


m 





■ S.W. FRANCE 


fQaEJc 



VILLAS & COTTAGES 

many with pooix 
Enjoy fine beach** and 
braatifal cettairysidt. 

'^FRANCOPHILE 
HOLIDAYS 

W BROCHURE m 24ht 

015394 31860 


BOATING 
in FRANCE 

3X=S 


SMkx. Uk* UvLab 
M i hu Aj Jf tt. fttr enbnr U e ch wR. 

Phone 01502 502 604 

QoobKMM 


FRANCE 


800 trncfitional French 
homes from £500 
(per property) for two 
weeka self-catering. 
Including sea crossing. 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143681 

QUOTE REP; FB90 


CORSICA 










HOLIDAYS AFLOAT 



GREECE 



NEAR 

RIBERAC 

Lsnsy borne, sleeps 9.3 ea- 
satae*+bathroom, CH, 
prtwttefcx 12 m hesoxi pool 

Phene er foe 
01202574092- 



01922 725705 



XmgUsb Cowatty 
Cottages 

ANUriUVKJLED 
djoice throughout 
die Lakes. 

Free 436 page 
cokwr brochure. 

Ring 

(0990) BSHU 
KEF.EIC22 (24Hn) 






SCOTLAND 


LONDON 




DORSET, HANTS. 
&LO.W. 





tgcisrS: 



01455 852220 





CITY BREAKS 


FRANCE 


JRe,$£ c (ix7Lx:e. Be.T hrice. 
7" "C 7 Be&fe ia*Yieve.; 





/ 


■V^yl 


«/>** W 5ite «• *"* 

Arfore 

b=r13 


FTT02, or sr* y»^ TnwttAgoit Better 


PARIS—Eurasor and first two nights from 
£lT9pp. Extra nights from £?5pp. 


AMSTERDAM—Euroscar and first two nights 
from £!41pp. Extra nights from £21 pp. 


ROME-Flight and first two nights from 
£199pp. Extra remits from £20pp. 


BRUGES-Eurostar and first two nights from 
£13lpp. Extra nights from £21pp. 


BARCELONA-Right and first two nights 
from £243pp. Extra nights from £22pp. 


For efty breaks worldwide call us on 

01817414443 

or visit your travel agent 


gj£$> 



ATOt USB 
ABTAV 5145 


■ai.HOUR BROCHUKF. HOTLINE 0990 437 227 


CRUISE & 
SAIL ABROAD 


rru- Sea 



01455 852505 






XiiRIHL Mi>RIA 

BfflS S 



I’EMBROKf^HlRI 


A superb vrieoum of qpahty 
character dotages In the 
Ptsnbrokeshbr Coast Nationd 
Park. AD properties furatehed 
to the highest standards. 

Plvne aw farfaccota* bmdw 

01239^13972^ 


01455 852505 


PEAK DISTRICT 



SCOTLAND 





1 A K! t)! s "i KIC'I 

5 




TO 

l"i'A c , I s 

L ' K 

77to 

. - 

Escape to jwwy 


OWAhO% 

'i iii 

Wdewwjt Ctmsc 

& 

yeurtbemaxnge 

fnamr^ODO 

u 

prnpertfcj, mnjrlidd 

fll 

M WKpriaes. 


01455 852505 



Fiee SB pagr calsor tesdiure. 
Ring ( 0990 ) 951122 
QOOTB WHIM (24 H»1 
Ol Vutb WOSlCaCNTR 
dmeti Dm WUML K>. Ban U, 
East Soodk Lnasnx u»tre 


r r7-:«* 

ua.w'’* 


01455 852505 


HOLIDAYS AFLOAT 


Acompvy •MthaiTtn Rut He. 


Ijjg& 


TENNK 5 WS 

1TREER PERSON 

il^DtmmEEVOUCHER 
FRffiEXTHAWGHTS rr-ji 
FREE KIDS CLUB .pi..::;' 

.f.OK. BROCHURE CALL ______ . _ « 

0113 2050 212 FRENCH 

I—IF^EE 


101242 240 3101 



USA & CANADA 


UJC HOLIDAYS 



Direct Cruses Ins cut the oast of arubing, not by cutting 
comers, but by cutring out the travel agent For our 
68 page colour brochure featuring 27 fabulous cruises 
aboard the S.S. Erfinburj^i Casde and SLSLApoBo call now 
and discovw classic crubag at agbrdabfe prices. 

Sst 

W HOUR IIKIOIUSI UQuaiT UNI 


O/RECTi 



101242 240 370 


Discover yourself on a 
classic cruise this year 

Some crobe slap an like Bodkg sbopptng mlh. 


TEL: 0181 6416060 

Atk thorn c w Shir k w Mac OHw 


of France 


• Tup chateaux holds 

• Olfwr eidusrce hotels 

• Rerty Shuttle. ri,-in*e 

Tailor-made holiday 

, Wore 'ban an.OTdinar: holiday', 

Unicom Holidays 

01582 83 4400! 

*tq A 



01242 240 370 


[ the warm, rrk^ amxj^arc wfndiiiufccj for (wMmfiflcd 
| vnhocn Fuoftd Iriaxk W* pjj y^-round tc darbuoccs &um 
tbr Caribbean to tbr Caurio, from the Mafierranem tn 
Norwrgt* Ffonls from Caucb to Baltic apiuk. 

tapcjaaeSae 0990 77 22 99 

- * putUfcaun seFm. Hm Data Uu « fts IK UMntMOB. 


Quebec 

North America 
■with a certain Jenedaisquoi 


LESS THAN 7 HOURS 
AWAY, Quebec is the 
natural Canadian 
holiday choice for 
those who love 
everything from 
night Vie to wildlife 
- aRytarroumL 
So, whether you’re 
dining A la carte or 
exploring off the 

beaten track. youH 

always find some¬ 
thing to suit your personal taste 
Montreal and 9u£bec City, with 
ihelr many htotade balkUnga, museums, 
galleries, elegant restaurants, cafe 
society and festivals, perfectly embody 
the famous Qnfrbeools 'jote de vivte’. 
Indoor pursuits /rv 

include fabulous ™ 

shopping and. air Canada 

as far as the jT —V 

outdoors are lESB flphpr 

concerned. \w >tfut/CI> 

Quebec's ****** 

mountains, lakes and paries ^Ket a 
variety erf activity holiday experiences - 
from Whitewater rafting to mountain 
btktng and from whale watching to 
hofralr haUooning. Don't forger winter 
sports, which range from, dog sledding 
to skiing. Whafs more. Air Canada 
operates more non-stop flights between 
the UK and Qu£bec than any other 
carrier. With «H this - and more than . 
$2 C a nad i a n to the pound - why watt 
any longer? M 


HOSEASONS 

ColiMKY 

(Oil AC. I S 


HaacPptdbed conaga dtroughou: 
Britain. Co*ttal.riv«tsidc kod 
counoYside lcc« ti on s. Some with 
swimming poob, pnei coocu. 
Ree colour boefrore. 



BlakeS 

Boainni 


BOOK NOW 
ONLY £50 

INiTIAL PAYMENT 


Naantx Bnuts, Taiun. iifF.\uu.\j» 
.vto Hfttcs, Aaortcvn Iezusd, Fx.i\t£. 
Fumil.1 .S.VUXG IS TOE i/OK 
NEWrtm I9St - Ltxx irMmimx U na U3J 


Jf ; - 

k\ r 

i- 



OJAL A SROCHURE AflY Tir/E TT 01603 784453 

BOATING in BRITAIN I 

' '1^.- ‘ 1 



/ri i ac./ //oi 



The widen cfaoioe. The Norfolk 
Bcoads, Csnab of England anl 
WaefcTWs Rjng and 
Scotland. Free colour brochure. 

Phone 01502 502 602 

Q“** B 74 JI 


AT OVER 1200 LOCATIONS 



•Nonrt a obertaxiiw(»£i42 ' •weaeoumv *«eii7 


Canada 

IHscover our true Nature. 



DISCOUNTS FOR 

2 PERSONS 




•Kferyito«E209 


memorisf 

450 luxury cottages voted ^ 

“Best in V&les" wirh a welcome 

as warm as the sunshine. 

Coastal Cottages __ 

of Pembrokeshire 


101756 702200 


168 PACE COLOUR BROCHURE 
lines openpara^fm s*L-fri wm-TpraSat 



L’ K 

COTTAGES 

fron) 

£94 

per property 


IRISH 

COTTAGES 

from 



ilNCL FERRY) 
per property 




■Wr iMs* 


ISCOUNTs 


101756 7Q22QQI 


n01756 702225 


IK it EMER.UD rOTTAf.E H 0 LIIUVSM 

' ”> p r\ c r ( oi nuP r. p o c n l.i i-' 6- 



P/IJV 

^0138 

16 7011V 
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THE LISTENER CROSSWORD 


BRIDGE 
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No 3442: Battle of the Sexes by Phi _ 

" THE four unclued lights (which are arranged in the usual Across and then Down order) give an appropriate 

io Cl . seven-word quotation in The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations (from the fourth edition}. 

Answers to any dues that are not in sympathy with their headings should be enrered with a mist 


LISTENER CROSSWORD No 3442 
_ . _ in association with Waterstone’s 

NAME- - --- 

ADDRESS_ i ...... 


Cot out and send the completed crossword and coupon, above to The 
Listener Crossword No 3442,63 Green Lane, St Albans, Hertfordshire 
AL3 6HE, by Thursday, January 8. 


w 

WATERSTONE’S 


The winner wil] receive 
a Waterstone’s book 
token worth £75. Five 
nzmzers-op wffl each 
receive a book token 
worth £10 



MARTIAL 

1 Punishment as before where POWs are kept 
powerless? (S) 

& Dress rsomething old 1 ) is retained by one from 
earlier service (4) 

2 2 Archie shot in repaymenUor atrocity (6) 

12 Remove responsibility from one's Father, brought in 
to make union that out of this world! (8) 

13 Vicar reads initial lesson —those ar the front make it 
electric stuff (4) 

14 Honourably recall military leader with medal, one 
in remote warring (I J) 

16 Wartime bodyguard holding exercises, turning back 
venomous attacker (4) 

I? Evacuating nufcitaiy engineers? That's not right, 
jerk! (6) 

19 Row with Cockney bride’s group at the reception? |6) 
2] Stops head of Infantry replacing dial of Artillery in 
sudden attacks (4) 

23 Fact if alone may get splice out at love (11) 

25 Conical tower initially manoeuvred into place — an 
inspiration forjbustiiig-site? ($) 

28 Song used In marriage (when two become one) (4) 

29 Husband holds me marriage certificate, not second 
— that's the most direct way (&2 words) 

30 The stake involved in urban terrorism (4) 

31 One receiving alimony, perhaps, recalled row about 
married pain endlessly fS) 




in Bin n HniiPinHHffiH 
ynHnEnEHEHnHEi 
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MARITAL 

1 This time married, and — yes — excited (9) 

2 Each successful service involves Church rules 
( 6 ) 

3 Nothing in the Signals Corps far heaty fliers (4) 

4 Pan of bridahvear, if torn, shows split"(4) 

51 need a few soldiers fill fill a corresponding 
role) (7) 

6 Guinness's ultimate; picture's opening, one 
abandoned stretch of River. Tommies tortured, 
nothing less (music from Arnold) (i 2) 

8 Marrying various types of church mousefraice in 
front of church, possibly (12) 

9 Sexual attraction left out of marital jousting in 
Poland? (8) 

10 Church: turned up after appointed lime, almost 
causing sensation (5) 

15 Not space to blow up such as some mines (8) 

18 Advance Light Infantry takes cover in dump of 
trees, being visible at night (7) 

20 Dish cooked for rear half of armies, possibly 
(6) 

22 Woman married almost without a hint of love 

(0 

24 Force soldiers (rather tiddly) in the cooler (51 

26 Landed in mitiiary manoeuvring, avoiding muddy 
borders (4) 

27 Cover middle of nuptial bed up (4) 


Solution and Notes to No 3439 


Cargo by Sabre 


The unchicd lights 
The Oxford Dictio 
Answers to norma 

. represent cargo of the Jumblies — see 
nary of Quotations, Fourth Edition. 

[ 1 elues: la SIEVE; oa JL M3UES: 13a 

NORS: ISa GLTNC 

KXjS; 2fa STRIPLEAF. 29a BERT, 34a 

CURTAIN; 37a E 

iTSORES; 2d COINHERE; 5d DOG- 

BERRY; 7d UNI 

E-ENGRAVING: £d DEMURE; 12d 

STATELY; lOd 

R RE BIRD: 20d BRANCHED; ?3d 


SBDDBBBEBEIDBD 


ROUTE. 


Unjumbled words in other dues: 14a sites; ltu rebutted: 17a 
dares; t8a magnate: 22a cloud; 23a face; 24a wesr. 25a lake; 
33a enters; 35a snow; 36a rioted; 3Sa alter Id capitals; 3d 
gourde; 4d cost; 9d married; lOd derange; lid annoyed; 2td 
rupees; 22d negroid; 2?d cops; 2Sd time: 30d Muse: 3id 
outside. 


The winner Is M J. Tomkinson, of Glasgow. Scotland. The 
runners up are LE. Ellis, of Devizes. Wiltshire; Mary 
Vincent, of Bristol. Avon; John Davenport, of Kenley. 
Surrey’; Joan Floyd, of Saint-Amand-Montrond. France; 
Ann Taggart, of Bury Sl Edmonds. Suffolk. 


by Robert Sheehan 


MICHAEL COURTNEY is an 
Australian international and a 
highly effective rubber bridge star. 
See if you could find the play he 
made at trick one on the hand 
below. 

Dir West Game all Rubber Bridge 

+ KQ J 3 
VA762 

♦ K105 

• A2 


109762 
▼ 0t095 
♦ 32 

*K 



* J 9 

* O J 109 8 
76543 


4-65 

VKJ843 

•AQ8764 

0- 


Pass 1 NT 5 C 6 D 

Pass Pass DUb Pass 

Pass Redouble AT Pass 


Contract: Six Diamonds Redoubled, by 
South 

Lead; two of spades 

I was East. I cannot remember the 
last time I was dealt a 10-card suit 
in a non-GouIash. 

Picking up a 10-2-1 distribution is 
about 100,000 to one against; on 
average a three sessions a week 
player would gel one every 20 
years. 

To bid Five Clubs over North’s 
strong 1NT passes most tests of 
respectability. Courtney (South) 
typically speculated Six Diamonds, 
and when that came back to me I 
doubled (a "Ughtner" double) for 
an unusual lead. 

Naturally, I hoped that West 
would lead a heart North redou¬ 
bled. partly because his hand was 
quite suitable for play in diamonds, 
and partly because that is the 
macho way they play at TGR's. 

Now West had to interpret the 


double. From his point of view a 
spade void in my hand seemed 
more likely than a heart void, so in 
order to indicate a dub return if l 
were ruffing he led his lowest 
spade. 

Look at the declarer's problem. 
When dummy comes down he can 
fell that East must be doubling 
because he has a heart void, ft 
cannot be because East has a spade 
void — that would give West seven 

spades headed by the A J 10. from 
which he would then have led the 
ace. 

Thus declarer can see that West 
has a third-round heart trick. That 
means his only chance of making 
twelve tricks is to make two spade 
tricks and then squeeze Wesr in the 
majors. 

So he made the outs landing play 
of ducking the spade in dummy. He 
said afterwards that he was hoping 
I would put up the ace from, say. 
A 9 or A10. 

As the cards lay. however, play¬ 
ing low made the contract by fora. 
I took the ace and returned a club. 

Now Courtney had 11 tricks. 
After taking the ace of dubs and all 
the diamonds his last five cards 
were a spade and four hearts, 3nd 
dummy had three spades and two 
hearts. 

West could nor keep three spades 
and a heart guard — the last 
diamond had squeezed him for the 
twelfth trick. 

Thai duck of the opening spade 
was the best play made against me 
in 1997. 


TWO BRAINS 


From page 26 


Question 1: 
Noel! 


Question 2: 
Water (H=OJ 


CHESS 


COMPUTER GAMES AND PASTIMES 
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by Raymond Keene 


tytiE Hastings tournament starts 
on Monday. Founded in 1895, it u 
Britain's strongest afl-play-all 
grandmaster tournament 

Among tiie competitors will be 
grandmaster James Flaskett. the 
former British champion, grand¬ 
master Chris Ward, the teenage 
prodigy Luke McShane and the 
defending champion from last 
year, Dr John Nunn. 

The venue is the Cinque Ports 
Hotel in Hastings, East Sussex. 
Spectators are welcome for the 
rounds which start -at. 2pm. 
Further details ar$ available on 
0I4Z4 431970. . 

The most famous game in the 
long sequence of Hastings tourna¬ 
ments was from the first one, an 
event notable for the proliferation 
of brilliant games which it 
jfcpduced. 

nllack was so shinned by White’s 
sensational attack that, rather than 
formally resign, von Barefateben 
simply stalked away from the 
board and let Steinitz demonstrate 
his astonishing conclusion to a 
group of amazed onlookers. 

This is a game every chess 
aficionado should know. 

White: WBhdm Sieinitz; Blade 
Von Bardd eben 
Hastings 1895 
Gruoco Piano 

1 04 OS 2 NI3 Nc6 

3 Bc4 Bc5 4 c3 MB 

5 d4 BXd4 6 c*d4 Bb4+ 

7 Nc3 dSTl 

Avoiding the complexities of 7... 
Nxe4! 8 0-0 Bxc3 9 d5 which was 
terra incognita in 1895, but which 
nedem theory regards as playable 
fcr Black. 

B exd5 Nxd5 9 0-0 Be6 

10 Bg5 B*7 


11 ... Bxd5 12 Nxd5 Qxd5 
13 BX07 Nxe7 14 R 0 I fS 
15 Qe2 Qd7 16 Racl 



This is the critical position which 
has been closely analysed. 

16 ... efi? 

. Black loses his nerve. Imperative 
was the cold-blooded defence 16... 
Kffi to break the pin. In that case, 
Black has an equal position. Now, 
though, Stdnitz launches a combi¬ 
nation which impoverishes adjecti¬ 
val description^ 

17 d5! cards 18 Nd4 Kf7 
19 Ne6 Rhc8 20 Og4 g6 
21 Ng5+ KeB 




11 Bxd5 


tjh unexpepteitf exchange, the point 
of which Is 1 to delay Blacks 
castling. V: . 


WINNING MOVt 


By Raymond Keene 

White topjay. This position is 
from the game Caoahlanca - 
ftmaroff^ New York 1$04. 

Jos6 O^aKaiica was re¬ 
nowned as a brilliant strategist, 
but was- afeo. no slouch when it 
came to tactical jrfay. How did he 
conclude here? 



■K'&S* ;d e-‘ f .8 b 

The fo^ccBrectimswcr drawn on 
Thursday will win a year’s 



by Tim Wapshott 


AT THE annual Christmas outing 
of PANIC — Plump Analytical 
Nerds’ Inner Circle—we got round 
to the subject of poor old Microsoft 
We even toasted Bill Gates, who 
hadn't shown up, despite assur¬ 
ances from a woman Brains knows 
in the Virgin games department 

Bottle-Tops and Pointy Head 
raised the subject of Microsoft first, 
arid they had a point. The charges 
regularly levelled against the bland 
yet powerful corporation are many 
and varied, but the ever-frying flak 
indudes grumbles about foe conv- r 
party's near monopoly 
mg systems, such as Windows and 
its derivations. 

It is time, to stand up for 
Microsoft- There are other ways to 
conduct your computing affairs 
than by marching to the beat of this 
eooraany'lc drum if you find itduil, 
but for novices the process can get 
messy, fragmented and confusing. 
When it comes to computing for foe 
masses, Microsoft win go down as 
having clone its bit. 

ft was the widespread adoption 
of Windows that helped to bring 
eagerly needed uniformity to an 
industry which never stands still. 
Alternatives may have been superi¬ 
or but, like Betamax video tapes 
and multi-trade audio cartridges, a 
lotof good they are today. 

IBM had laid the foundations of 
foe mass computing industry, de¬ 
veloping a standard PC which 
became the widely accepted norm. 
Today, the vast majority of comput¬ 
ers sold are IBM or IBM-done 
machines. Next came Microsoft 
with its bog^tandard operating 
system and it was perfect, since 
bog-standard was what we in our 



Scrooge, the man who hated Christmas, inspires festive jokes 


millions, who did not have science 
degrees, required. 

For the entire world to embrace 
computing needed someone as 
determined as Microsoft. Today in 
the home, Windows is what most of 
us use. The alternative could mean 
curtains for most modest comput¬ 
ing ambitions. 

I still use Windows 3.1 regularly, 
and find it has a pleasantly quaint 
feel. But Windows 95 was miles 
better. Everything, from deleting 
files to loading software, got easier 
and the whole process became 
more logical Windows 98 is al¬ 
ready being hailed as perhaps the 
computing event of next year. 

"If anyone can understand what 
it actually adds to your machine," 
Pointy Head said. 


22 Rws7+t KfB 

The rook is immune, ejg. 22 ... 
Kxe7 23 Rel+ Kd6 24 Qb4+ Kc7 25 
Ne6+ Kb8 26 Qf4+. But how is 
White to win with every piece en 
prise and Black threatening mate? 

23 RT7+I KgB 24 Rg7+! 

Black resigned 

Mate is forced: 24... Kh8 25 Rxh7+ 
Kg826Rg7+ Kh8 (26... Kf8 loses to 
27 Nh7+) 27 Qh4* Kxg7 28 Qh7+ 
KfS 29 Qh8+ Ke7 30 Qg7+ KeS 31 
QgS+ Ke7 32 Qf7+ KdS 33 Qf8+ Qe8 
34 Nf7+ Kd7 35 Qd6 checkmate. As 
commentators exclaimed: “Stemitz 
wound up this game with one of foe 
most beautiful and aesthetically 
satisfying combinations ever de¬ 
vised on the chessboard." 


NEW SOFTWARE 


subscription to the Staunton Soci¬ 
ety. Answers on a postcard p lease 
addressed to Winning Move com¬ 
petition, The Times, 1 Pennington 
Street, London El JKN. , 

The answer wfll be published 
next Saturday. • 

Solution to last week’s Christmas 
competition: The, answer and 
winner's name will be published 
on January 17. 


FINALLY the smoothest guy at foe 
BBC gets to front his own CD-Rom. 
Result is a stylish sports quiz 
frosted by foe King of Choi himself, 
Desmond Lynam. 

Making glorious use of the 
BBC’S sports archives, ail foe 
questions are based around auth¬ 
entic commentaries from actual 
events. Fbr one question you might 
hear vintage radio clips of notable 
events such as historic horse races 
or football matches. For another 
you get a photograph or perhaps 
real footage to identify. 

This is a slick product from BBC 
Multimedia. There are more than 
3JX30 questions in the database. To 
cover 37 years of television sport, 
from 1960 to 1997, there are 100 
video dips, 100 audio extracts and 
200 still photographs. Questions 
are presented in a variety of ways: 
such as multiple choices, spot-foe- 
baUs. scrambled pictures and even 
“What happened next?" numbers. 

But the real star of the title is 
Des, who has a dry way . with 
Words. His voiceover links keep foe 
quiz rolling along at a comfortable 
pace. Pick a correct answer and you 
can almost sense him winking at 
you. Butdffer a wrong answer and 
he chimes in with: “Not in my 
book.* 

. At the end of every round Des 
announces: “Well, you can make 
what you want of that round. Let's 
see what the scores are saying!" 

■ Verdict: 9 out of 10. Must-have 
sports quiz fronted by Des lynam. 
£29.99. 

GAMES for the Nintendo 64 so far 
appearing in Britain have tended to 
be on the cute, side, loaded with 
primary colours -and. perky little 
characters. GoliienEye 007 came 
along just in time to prove that 






ifitaL'V. 


Des Lynam asks the questions 

great adult gaining can also come 
in N64 bundles. Alas, the same 
cannot be said of Lamborghini. 

Up to four simultaneously race 
Lamborghini Diablos on six easy 
or tricky courses in four raring 
styles. You can pick foe colour of 
your car and opt for either auto¬ 
matic or manual gears. While the 
cars hold the road very well, they 
lack any hint of pep. Even by 
crunching through manual gears 
you will find it impossible to get 
any real sensation of speed, which 
is a rather unfortunate omission 
for a title exclusive to "foe world's 
most powerful games console". 

The backgrounds are not very 
detailed nor, being mainly a mix erf 
grey hues, are they remotely ap¬ 
pealing. The cars look reasonable 
and mere are a few tricks to foe 
action which are momentarily en¬ 
tertaining, such as making pit 
stops fbr a change of tyres. But once 
again, here is a woefully inade¬ 
quate racer which doesn’t have half 
of the style, grace or choices of foe 
superlative Need For Speed and 
Need For Speed II. both already 
worthy stars on other formats. 

■ Verdict: 4 out of 10. Miserable, 
underperforming racing game. 
154.99. 


WHAT does Scrooge do m cold 
weather? He sits by a candle, of 
course. And what does Scrooge do 
in very cold weather? He lights ill 
That seasonal jape came courtesy 
of Matthew' Shaw of Kilkenny. 
Ireland, who was one of our 
entrants in Cyberspace Thirty- 
Nine. like hundreds more, he was 
after the chance for his family to be 
one of two to win £500 worth of 
Tiger Electronics goodies. The 
standard was exceedingly high and 
judging was difficult. Mart hew can 
count himself unlucky to be unre¬ 
warded in such a generous man¬ 
ner. As can another entrant, Polly 
Silk in Oxford, who sent in this: 

“What happened to the girl who 
ate the Christmas decorations?" 

“She got rinseliris!” 


Charles Reston of Frodsham, 
Cheshire, is our lint winner for 
this knock, knock joke: 

“Knock. Knock.” 

"Who’s there?" 

“Christmas Bigiss." 

“Christmas Bigiss Who?" 

“No thanks, mate!" 

The second winner is Daniel Fisk 
of Basildon. Essex, for this lyrical 
entry: 

"Was Christmas Day in foe cook 
house. 

Everything was neat and tidy. 

The lads were eating hot-cross 
buns 

Hang on, must have been Good 
Friday!" 

Congratulations to Charles and 
Daniel and commiserations to 
their families who will now find it 
hard to get a minute’s peace in 1998. 
The identical prize sacks include a 
“game.com" handheld games con¬ 
sole, child's laptop computer. Laser 
Tag zappers. junior electronic 
organiser. Batman & Robin walkie 
talkies, Hercules and Lost World 
LCD games, voice changers and. 
for good measure, a Giga Ptt. 

Since it is Christmas, even our 
honourable mentions Matthew 
Shaw and Charles Reston will also 
be getting prizes. They will each 
receive, with our best wishes, a 
"game-corn" console. Thank you to 
all who entered. 

However, in the spirit of the 
season no one goes away empty- 
handed. A special message for you 
is waiting in cyberspace at 
http://christmas.uk.com/ 
xmascards/882504202ECYB. 
html. If you like the idea, you can 
copy it and send variations to 
others! 


SPOT THE 
DIFFERENCE 


Answers from page 26 

1. no lights on Christmas tree 

2. car facing forwards 3. chimney 
4. tow-truck 5. holly berries 

6. snowball 7. snowman's hat 
8. snowman's pipe 9. snowman's 
nose 10. snowman's scarf II. boy's 
gloves XL button in boy's left hand 
13. footprints 14. sled-rider’s hat 
15. signature 

; WORD ANSWERS j 

Answers from page 2b 
SKJDOO 

(b) To go away, leave or depart 
hurriedly. Origin uncertain, perhaps 
from skedaddle. 

WAPP1E 

fa) A gambling game played with 
cards in the West Indies. 

WTTBLITS 

fb) Home-brewed brandy, a strong 
and colourless raw spirit Afrikaans 
from the Dutch nil white * German 
blitz lightning. 

TAUNTON TURKEY 
(a) Taunton is a harbour in 
Massachusetts. A Taunton Turkev is 
the aie-wife. Pomodorus 
pseudoharengus. a fish resembling a 
herring found in marine or Trash 
water in eastern North America. 


CLUES 


Answers from page 26 

Titan, alignment, Mulachi. David, 
stag party, Notre Dame 


| SOLUTION TO JUMBO CUOSSWORD 1-Jp| 
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The winner of an Alfred Dunhili AD2000, worth E125, is M.R. Bickmore, of Highcliffe. Dorset 
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UPSET 


MODERN MANNERS 



by John Morgan 


Send vour queries io Morgan's Modem Manners. The Times, Weekend, 
' • I Pennington Street. London El 9XN 


rTS] For the past two years, I have 
IXi found myscif increasingly 
irritated by the poor table man¬ 
ners of my man-friend. I have 
never said anything to him, but I 
avoid inviting him to meals with 
friends and fed embarrassed 
when we arc in a restaurant He 
eats noisily, with loud slopping 
and swallowing sounds. He eats 
with his mouth open, occasionally 
spraying out debris. He talks 
constantly with his mouth foil 

(and open, of cowse). He pots a 
teaspoon into his full cup of tea 
and leaves it there While be 
drinks. He covers every meal 
(without even tasting id in criss¬ 
cross lines of both brown sauce 
and tomato ketchup — asking for 
these whatever the meal, venae or 
occasion. His tastes are unsophis¬ 
ticated. consisting mainly of ham¬ 
burgers and biscuits; There is an 
enormous list of foods he will not 
touch and which he foudty de¬ 
nounces and picks out of dishes. 
Apart from this, he is a genuine 
man — a sort of rough 
diamond. Before I 
bale out in seif-de¬ 
fence. how could 1 
broach this without 
offending him? It is a 
social drawback of 
which he seems com¬ 
pletely unaware. — 

Name and address 
withheld. 

— It is time for a 
new year resolu¬ 
tion: Gently suggest 
that when people are 
together for a while, 
their habits often begin 
to irritate. Invite him to write down 
all die things you do that annoy 
him. and offer to make amends in 
the coming year. This leaves you 
free-to rerum the compliment by 
listing his litany of frightening 
misdemeanours. 


friends. It is a relatively new 
transatlantic custom that can 
sometimes cause offence, particu¬ 
larly among older people. It re¬ 
mains a solecism to take a present 
to a formal dinner party*, but in 
most other circumstances, a gift is 
usually welcome. But what? Wine 
is only suitable for casual suppers, 
and even flowers proride extra 
work for hosts at an invariably 
busy time. Opt instead for some¬ 
thing small and exquisite, such as a 
box of superb chocolates, matrons 
glacis or sugared almonds. 



[q] Contagious skin diseases 
lEsJ and polar winter conditions 
excepted, is it not Utmannered for 
a man to shake hands with his 
gloves on? I was saying goodbye to 
someone recently and he stock emt 
a trendy brkking-glond band. 
I'm afraid I shook it — Osbert 
Loader, Leatherhead. Surrey. 

® [ would offer my hand (not to 
do so is rude) after rapidly 
removing my glove while quietly 
hoping that the other 
man would learn from 
my example. 


There are 15 discrepancies between the two drawings above. Can you spot them? Answers on page 25 


Dan Blair has been grounded until the new year 


PICTURE LIN! 


CROSS WORDS 


17T1 Although I left a previous 
lScI village several years ago, 
neighbours I hardly knew persist 
in sending me a Christmas card 
cadi year, which I have to recipro¬ 
cate not wishing to hurt or be 
rude. Since I hardly remember 
them, 1 feel this is all becoming 
rather stupid. In the rircinn- 
stances. what should I do? — E. 
Joyce. Clonmel. Co Tipperary. 

[X] Th e polhe thing to do is to 
Ifol reciprocate ad infinitum. 
Many people do edit their Christ¬ 
mas card list, but the only way to 
achieve this is to cease sending. 
Eventually the other party will get 
the message, although your con¬ 
science may take longer to salve. 


[Ty] When escorting 
a lady, 1 find 
myself in a bit of a 
spin if confronted by a 
revolving door. Is it a 
matter of "ladies 
first" or does eti¬ 
quette decree other¬ 
wise? — David 
Edwards. Southsea. 
Hants. 

Etiquette once de¬ 
creed that a man 
should enter a revolving door first 
in order to turn it and thus enable 
the woman to use it effortlessly. 
Unfortunately, this also meant that 
the man had to go around twice to 
allow his female companion to 
emerge first Nowadays, such 
courtly complexities are redun¬ 
dant and it is simply a matter of 
"ladies first". 



READERS are invited 
to suggest what Chelsea, 
Bill and Hillary Clinton 
might be saying. 


This picture will appear . 
again next week with an 
entry chosen from those 
submitted. Send “speech 
bubble" suggestions on 
a postcard with your name 
and address to 
Picture Line. Weekend. The 
Times. I Pennington 
Street El 9XN. The 
dosing date is Jan 5. • 


The Christmas 
Pictureline winner will be 
published next week. 


I think it was Miles Kington who 
suggested that the motto of the French 
Naval Academy might be “To the water 
— die hour has camel" Le. “A Peau, c*est 
1’heure*. Against Dryden’s description of 
puns as "die lowest and most grovelling 
form of wit”, we may set Fbwtert “the 
assumption that puns are per se contempt¬ 
ible ... is a sign at once of sheepish docility 

and desire to seem superior*. 

Puns include ambiguity based on distinct 
meanings of die same word (polysemy) or 
of similar-sounding words (homophony). A 
due exploiting homophony combines defi¬ 
nitions of the answer and a homophone of it 
with, an indication of the identity of the 
sound, as in: Particularly powerful man 
said to strengthen bold (5). Here, a word 
meaning “to strengthen hold” is said in 
such a way that it sounds like a word 


meaning “particularly powerful man". 

Sometimes a combination of homo¬ 
phones is possible, as ire Arranging to 
have one land of prod act imported, say 
(9). Homophony may also be used within^ 
the due as in Profit, so to speak* kora? 
piarimal achievement (7). Here the defini¬ 
tion is “prophet". Hetteronymns, words 
spelt the same way but pronounced 
differently, can also form the basis of a due, 
as in French artist who's a saint? Doera 1 ! 
sound Eke it! (5). Making ingenious use of 
a well disguised heteronym is A chap could 
attend this celebration, but never does? 
(<L5). The most full-blooded pun in a 
crossword due is: IH cite i ns ane pro¬ 
nouncement locating this building (5,4). 

Brian Greer 

• Clue answers on page 25 


WORD-WATCHING 
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TWO BRAINS 


r7=yi While dining with chums, 1 
iSci mentioned that I was to 
employ the local “boose" artist to 
do a pen and ink picture of my old 
house. “It’s not for the headed 
paper,” I said, “because that's coo 
naff.” One of my guests, who 
considers himself pretty smart 
said: “Oh, I have a picture of my 
house on my paper.” I bad never 
had a letter from him and didn't 
know where to put myself. What 
should I do? — Name and address 
withheld. 


By Philip Howard 


No 1287 


SKIDOO 

a. An Icelandic sleigh 

b. To quit 

c. A whaler's knot 


WAPPIE 

a. A gambling game 

b. Chewing tobacco 

c. A Welsh Australian 


[7a] -When invited ont for a meal 
IS<1 unth friends, should you take 
a gift? If so. what wine, flowers 
and/or chocolates? Twenty-five 
years ago. it didn't occur to us to 
take anything. Then it became the 
norm in some circles and not in 
others. — Lady Napier of Mag- 
dala. Marlborough. Wiltshire. 

Contrarytocommonbelief.it 

Is not always advisable to 
take a present when dining with 


S Your friend is not alone. 

Some genuinely smart people 
do boast such a device on then- 
wri ring paper. Ibis practice has 
quite a long tradition and is 
acceptable. Unfortunately, the re¬ 
sults are often very questionable 
and can range from the incredibly 
smart to the unbelievably naff. The 
deciding factors are always the 
distinction of both die artist and the 
property — and, of course, tile taste 
of the owner. 


WITBUTS 

a. Offal 

b. Brandy 

c. “Gorburac 


TAUNTON TURKEY 

a. A sort of herring 

b. A square dance 

c. A scapegoat 


• John Morgan is associate editor 
ofGQ 


Answers on page 25 
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ACROSS 

I Disorisuatibn after flight 

&3> 

5 Gesturing; curving (6) 
8Tanan skirt (4) 

V“The — of America is —* 
[CoolidgdlW 
10 Lay up (for disuse) (S) 

12 Underworld river (4) 

13 Fanatic (6) 

15 High point of heavens (6) 
t7 Panel game (4) 

19 Refutation (8). 

21 Nagging old woman (8) 

23 Formal test (4 

24 An sferuha pall over (6) 

25 Asphyxiate: suppress (6) 


DOWN 

2 One programme of 

series(7} 

3 Door fastener (5) 
4TbeRock{9) 

5 Used to be; looked (rw.) (3) 

6 Deer meat (7) 

.7 Unpleasant R . 

11 Idle person p) 

14 Beggar Dives spurned; 
one resurrected (7). . 

16 Hard labour (7) 

15 Tsarist edict (5) 

20 Rome cmn-throwing foun¬ 
tain (5) 

22 Barren: tedious (7) 


THANK you to the numerous 
readers who have written in 
with comments and sugges¬ 
tions about this column. In 
particular, thanks to: Joyed 
Williams of Hertfordshire. Dr 
A Lynch of Ritters Bar and 
David Hannon of Laughton, 
three among the many who 
wrote in to point out that after 
the sequence 3. 4, 6. 12, 36 
(November 22), the answer 156. 
is a justifiable alternative to 
216. 1 continue to welcome 
ideas and suggestions from 
readers. 


Question 1: 

Why is this a Christmas greet¬ 
ing? ABCDEFGHI 
JKMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 


SOLUTION TO NO 1286 

ACROSS: I Feather 5 Limbs 8 Gulag ,9 Cruiser 
10 Yesterday 12 Lea 13 Weter M Bantam 17 Ram 
18 Hairpiece 20 Annelid 21 Rife 23 Heavy 24 Essayed. 
DOWN: IFiggy 2 All 3 Hygiene 4 Recede 5 Lousy 
6 Mistletoe 7 Sarcasm U Salamanca 13 Warpath 
15Aspires 16Middle HJHotyy 19Emend 22Fly 


Question 2: 

What substance is denoted 
here? 

HUKEMNO 


Answers on page 25 ^ 

Raymond Keene 


ACROSS 


I Aaing lo combine all objectives, as 
hobby takes its toll? (43.43) 

9 Native blood group not hitherto seen 

m 

16 Research community given crank’s 
piece for reassessment (7.4) 

J7 Management's disciplinary measure 
— result of bad hair day? (4-3) 

(8 Sort of raetai fastener securing bank 
(M) 

19 Various boats free to accommodate 
those people in certain quarters 
(to.4) 

20 Assembly members running in 
parallel won't be(7) 

21 Culture displayed by Elizabeth 
ostentatiously (5) 

22 A French author twitching, not able 
to produce wise (8) 

24 That hurts, being put in im decorated 
carriage (S) 

26 Country festival — upper-dass male 
ragged in it? (91 

29 Clearing what may be not half 
painful? (9) 

30 Classification of a particular weed 
brings great honour to Scot (5^3.7) 

31 Ecstatic utterance reaching a 
maximum in song tune is wiki (8,2,7) 

34 Courts backing support for homeland 

(3.6) 

36 Ift difficult to include a pair of 

opposing points in offical record (7) 

38 Like part of computer needing to be 
pul back on track (3-4) 

40 Politician in debate, terribly 
embarrassed and angry (3-8) 

44 One may go on foot, catering for 
expedition (6-5) 

45 Characters providing correspondence 

V) 

46 A word of thanks in tribe’s language 

(7) 

47 like one flapping round personage, 
get excited no end (9) 

51 General Montcalm failed to be such a 
dogi (S.9J 

54 Bit of nucrodcciromcs set m silicon 
initially (10,7) 

57 Like an interval fbr musicians in 
which drink's on tbe house (9) 

60 Nowhere near city centre? On the 
contrary p A2) 

61 See Frenchman escape, returning for 
a beer (8) 

62 That girt kept in employment by ship 
as attendant (8J 

64 Marriage may be tricky for nun I 

love! (5) 

66 Take a course, while others have to 
wail (4,3) 

68 Almost too late to make sharp sort of 
appeal before penally (7.2,4) 

70 OS reforms offering something fresh 
after shuffling at tame (3.4) 

71 Woman's outfit said to be covered in 
hair (7) 

72 A jaguar on the loose has a boy taken ' 
aback in city ( 1 1) 

73 Members of the aristocracy try to win 
favour in area of London (5,5) 

74 Doorman at front of establishment 
takes out meat (115) 


DOWN 

1 Mae obliged to be heading the same 
way as a young man? (9) 

2 The feraafehartourmgozrc criminal (5) 

3 In such a state, faring tbe possibfliy 
of repossession? (9) 

4 One into dienr care harassed 
Installation engineer (11) 

5 Lady with tittle girl in hard-wearing 
coat (6) 

6 Very quickly describing a striker 
who’s escaped nasty experience 
(4.IA3A4) 

7 Rambled on and on and on? (4-7) 

8 Philosopher and officer on university 
river® 

10 People absorbing races may have 
endless expectation here (7,4) 

11 Offensive, turning up to interrupt 
ruling (9) 

12 Musician’s booking—superior 
oriental dance (5) 

13 Wind disturbed hornet on flowering 
plant (5-6) 

14 Ha-ha—my work may end herd (9.8) 

15 Unable to take account of the state of 
the pitch (4-4) 

23 Aplant—one ruddy bard to find? (9) 

25 Fal unde drunk with port (9) 

27 What's icrpf in border I call z shrub (5) 

28 Roman general and one lesser officer 
invading Indian city (8) 

31 Astrologer may see planet as such 
where individual is in control (62.9) 

32 The church’s part in dedaring one 
wicked (5) 

33 Old big cat—he'd get to roar best I 
fancy (5-7,5) 

35 Type of arid made a hole— I can’t see 
what's in it (5) 

3? Dance dub lacking harmony—half 
leaving (5) 

39 I will be right almost completely, 
restraining one that’s narrowminded 
W 

41 Be suspicious about tittle woman on 
street with brown coat (8) 

42 Cherubic youngsters playing on the 
green—last two to go (5) 

43 Article in fantastically dever English 
keeping to the pomt(9) 

48 Person with questions stirred inert 

TVfan (11) 

49 It could be boring phyridsL having a 
certain effect (5) 

50 Female on ship, it’s muttered, wanted 
emergency security for it (5,6) 

52 Mark a grave? No (5,6] 

53 Audible indications of tbe enemy's 
progress (4.7) 

55 Mammal, runningamok.entering a 
stream with duck (9) 

56 Copper and lead items that are ’idden 
in a piece of furniture (S) 

58 More disc one amphibian walks 
nursing broken toe (43) 

59 Clas distinction spotted in India? (5.4) 

63 Tooghfady? Little one to Cease, then 

love (6) 

65 Edmund's collecting last of the 
requirements (5) 

67 See one end of the country (5) 

69 Children animated—not completely 

turning stupid (S) 
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GUP UPSET 

England’swomen 
down and out 
in Madras 
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UNDER THE SKIN OF SPORT 


LION IN 
WINTER 

John Bentl^r 
lakes wing 
PAGE 30 
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CHAMPIONS OPEN SIX-POINT 


• 8 ■> 



Cole's teammates rudi tocatchhim and join in the celebrations after the United striker's brilliant goal against Everton at Old Trafford yesterday. Photograph: Dan Chung 

Ferguson enj oys a swift half 


FROM the first to the last, it was a 
stroll. Attunes, it waS anexerrise in 
overelabcration. at others ft was 
careless, even sloppy. But there was 
great beauty amid the indolence, too. 
enough for Manchester United to 
make this- FA Carting Premiership 
match against Everton look like an 
uneven battle between men and boys. 
The first half of the season over, they 
are on tjfcfe home stretch now and 
coasting.- 

To emphasise just how rich their 
reserves are, Alex Ferguson, the 
United manager, left Teddy Shering- 
ham and Ryan Giggs on the subsn- 
artes 1 bench yesterday and sent Peter 
Schmekhd home as a precaution 
when hecould have played and used 
in Jns stead. the dub's third-string 
goaBceepelr. it did not matter a jot 
They took Howard Kendall's strug- 
g ling team apart in the first half, then 
sat bade and conserved their energy 
for the reft erf the festive programme. 

If ; United's first goal was a scram¬ 
ble. a point-biank header from Berg 
after . Beckham* corner had been 
nodded bade across goal by Johnsen, 
the second was wrath die admission 
monwroa: its own. Cole, growing in 
confidence wift every game, diipped 
Myhre from 30 yards, ft had Fergu¬ 
son reminiscing about some of the 
glorious touches of Cantona. 

AniJ.nq- matter how modest toe 



MANCHESTER UNITED 2 
EVERTON 0 

By Oliver Holt 
Football Correspondent 


victory—their sixth successive win in 
the FA Carting Premiership—might 
have been, it took United into an even 
more commanding lead at the top of 
die table: Four points dear yesterday 
morning, they were six' points dear 
by the aid of the day. 

“It was an embarrassing 90 min¬ 
utes.** Kendall, the Everton manager, 
«id afterwards. “It was men against 
boys. The scareline flatters us. No 
one expected us to come here and get 
a result, but I was disappointed with 
the way we played. Ir might be 
Christmas, but Manchester United 
have had two days off. They just had 
Boxing Day off as wdl as Christmas 
Day. it was a long, long 90 minutes 
for us." ... 

In the first half. United, and 


Beckham in particular, were unstop¬ 
pable. Their dominance was so 
crushing that Everton did not man¬ 
age a shot on target until the 56th 
minute, .and that was an ambitious 
long-range effort from Farrelly that 
did not trouble Pffldngton, die United 
goalkeeper. 

United sliced through the Everton 
defence for the first time in die fourth 
minute, when Beckham’s pass and 
Gary Neville’s run left Hinchcliffe 
stranded. Butt could only siddfoot 
Neville's cross wide, but within ten 
minutes United had eased into the 
lead, Barrett making a hash of 
clearing Johnsen’S header and Berg 
guiding it over the tine. 

That was the cue for an avalanche 
of chances. United hardly gave 
Everton a touch as they spread the 
ball confidently around midfield, 
Beckham always at the centre of 
things, but ably abetted by Johnsen. 
whose surges forward were a con¬ 
stant source of embarrassment to 
Everton, who are now just two points 
ahead of Barnsley at the foot of die 
table. 

A minute after Berg's goal, 
Solskjaer ran on to a pass from 
Beckham and curled a centre into the 
box. Scholes hooked it acrobatically 
towards goal and Myhre, the Norwe¬ 
gian goalkeeper, who 1 ms hastened 
Neville Southall's exit from the dub. 
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reacted superbly to push it over the 
crossbar. 

Then Beckham should have had a 
goal as a reward for his creativity. 
Beating the Everton offside trap with 
ease, he ran on to a ball from Burt, 
ignored Solskjaer in the centre and 
lifted his shot over Myhre. It ap¬ 
peared to be heading for the back of 
the net, but clipped die top of the 
crossbar instead. 

United went dose again after 20 
minutes when Beckham, with time 
and space on the right-hand side of 
the Everton penalty area, chipped the 
ball to the back post, where Solskjaer 
nodded it bade for Cole. Cole's shot 


was blocked and when Solskjaer 
retrieved it and had another go. more 
Everton bodies hurled themselves in 
his path and deared the danger. 

The best move of the match saw 
Solskjaer cross to Beckham, who 
nodded the ball on for Cole to tap 
over the line. It was disallowed for 
offside but, ten minutes before half¬ 
time, Cole scored legitimately, receiv¬ 
ing the ball from Butt 30 yards out. 
looking up as he moved slightly to his 
right and then drifting a chip over die 
stranded goalkeeper. It was vintage 
stuff. 

The second half was tame in 
comparison, but United had the 
match won by then. "We did not 
make it a helter-skelter game in the 
second half," Ferguson said, ac¬ 
knowledging his understatement 
with a wry smile. “We need to 
conserve our energy. Still, it was not 
a bad day for us." 

MANOE5TER UNITED (4-4-2) K P**igwn — G 
NewBe. G PBttster (a* B McCJair, 7&r*n>. H Bag. P 
Novfe (sub. J Cutis. 32) — D BedJiam (sub K 
Roborsfc/. 66). R Johnsen P ScfttSes N 8M — A 
Coto.OGSobk per 

EVERTON 13-5-2)- T Mytve — C Short. D Wason 
{sub F Jefkss. 461, C Tder — E Boren (wfcr G Alien. 
65}, M Ball {sub. C Thomsen. 771. u FaneBy. J Osla, 
A Hndvttfe •—D Ca&roarten. N Bannby 
Kll Beret* 
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Left cold by 
Boxing Day 
outing with 
no clout 


E ven when I knew 
nothing of football 
the idea of the Box¬ 
ing Day future 
held a certain fascination. 
Why would people eschew 
cosy firesides, hot figgy pud¬ 
ding and boxes of chocs to 
spend 90 minutes in a 
draughty stadium with a lot 
of people swearing, and not 
a stick of tinsel? Football 
must indeed be giandy and 
dandy, if it could counter¬ 
mand natural hearthside in¬ 
stincts as rich and potent as 
the Christmas hol& Boxing 
Day matches roust be a real 
knees-up. Free 
tickets, perhaps. 

Mulled Fosters. 

Burgers with 
holly in. Mount¬ 
ed police sing¬ 
ing carols at 

halftime _ 

So it was a bit 

of a shod; to witness the de¬ 
moralising 1-1 draw at Stam¬ 
ford Bridge yesterday 
between Chelsea and Wim¬ 
bledon. It was one of those 
rare occasions when the 
attractions of live sport 
appear completely mysteri¬ 
ous. It didn’t help that my 
£21 seat was in the unfin¬ 
ished West Stand (no roof), 
with a gigantic floodlight 
pole blocking part of the 
view. It also didn't help that 
a juvenile Chelsea supporter 
sitting immediately behind 
me kept voicing precocious 
opinions that, dammit. ! 
reluctantly agreed with. 
(“Anyone would flunk De 
Goey had had his foot 
amputated." he piped, “so 
rarely does he kick.*) Had 
the football been good, no 
discomfort would have 

mattered. But _ 

it’s a mark of 
how abysmal 
the football was 
that I got my 
main pleasure 
in the match 
vindictively 
from standing 
up and shout¬ 
ing “Come on ______ 

Chelsea!" on ev¬ 
ery pretexi — just to block 
the kiddie’s view with my 
enormous bulk and thereby 
spoil his day. 

This was a very, very 
sluggish match. Too much 
festive panettone had evi¬ 
dently been consumed by 
those Italians; too much 
Bailey's by the others. Until 
Zola came on. midway 
through the second half, 
there was a hesitant quality 
to Chelsea’s game that drove 
the fans to distraction “Pass 
the ball!" they pleaded. 
“Kick the ball!" “Aim for the 
goal! Go for id" All pretty 


LYNNE 

TRUSS 


‘Good grief, 
did De 
Goey need 
the loo or 
something?’ 


basic imperatives, you 
might think; but the Chelsea 
boys were not so sure any 
more. They held bade as if 
perpetually worried about 
what was required. "Ili go 
forward if you will.” “OK." 
“OK what?" “Sony, did he 
say OK? Are you going 
forward?" "Um, are you?” “1 
think Frank is.” 

Meanwhile, Wimbledon 
have changed a lot since I 
last saw them. They've lost 
their distinctive, unattrac¬ 
tive long-ball game and 
replaced it with something 
technically known as dead 
boring. Though 
Joe Kinnear 
bawled instruc¬ 
tions at his de¬ 
fence; he should 
have been 
pleased with the 
_ hard-won re¬ 
sult True, they 
conceded a silly goal but the 
goal they scored was sillier. 
In fact the Wimbledon goal 
was a dassic of Crazy Gang 
farce, with Chelsea’s "keeper 
Ed ("Clueless") de Goey 
inexplicably rushing out of 
his goal diagonally right 
just as the ball shot in 
diagonally left. Comedy is 
all about timing, you know. 
All this goal needed was for 
De Goey’s trousers to fall 
down as well. 

“De Goey is just a liabil¬ 
ity," pronounced the child 
behind. And the four-eyes 
was right Good grief, did 
De Goey need the loo, or 
something? Was he called to 
the phone? Either way, it’s 
not something you see very 
often in the Premiership — a 
goalie apparently saying 
“Won't be a tick,” when the 

_ ball is coming 

upfield towards 
him. Goalies al¬ 
most never say 
"Won'! be a 
tick," during a 
football match, 
Ed. It can be 
taken as an in¬ 
vitation to the 
_ other side. 

So the Box¬ 
ing Day fixture wasn't quite 
the Christmas present I’d 
expected, especially when it 
started raining (and 1 got 
wet). True, I’d seen Stam¬ 
ford Bridge for the first time, 
but I'd also spent 25 minutes 
in a queue for my tickets. 
My car got a parking ticket 
in true festive manner. And 
when 1 got home, the cat had 
polished off the figgy pud¬ 
ding. I'm so glad I asserted 
my right to stand up repeat¬ 
edly and ruin Top-of-the- 
Form’s day out. It made this 
a Boxing Day to remember, 

after all 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


Tottenham’s failings exposed as defeat continues descent into relegation trouble 


Collymore spurs V 





ASTON VILLA 4 
TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 1 
By Rob Hughes 


TOTTENHAM Hotspur, sliding 
ro ibeir eighth defeat in II games, 
will need more ihan their ghost of 
Christmas past. Jurgen Klins¬ 
mann. to stop the dreadful free fall 
towards relegation. But Aston 
Villa, inevitably with their own 
enigma, Stan Collymore. erupting 
into potent and ultimately thrilling, 
goal power, overwhelmed the 
London club yesterday and 
brought this magnificent Mid¬ 
lands bastion of the game back to 
full. Throbbing enjoyment. 

Whether Tottenham’s dearest 
wish is for an ageing talisman, or 
whether indeed Klinsmann, with 
his wage of £35,000 a match, will 
only exacerbate any rifts in the 
camp, will be seen. Integrating 
him will be the problem for the 
new coach. Christian Gross, but 
David Pleat, who returns to White 
Harr Lane in the new year as 
director of football, said pointedly 
at half-time-. “Our major problem 
is that we’ve no one holding the 
ball up in attack.” 

Klinsmann, though his goal 
ratio in hal/ a season with 
Sampdoria is no better than 
Collymore's. no better than Ferdi¬ 
nand's. is certainly a man of 
control and thought, but yesterday 
the problems for Tottenham lay in 
all departments. Ginola was pout¬ 
ing from a distance, not served 
with the ball and. until told at the 
interval, not hungry enough ro go 
in search of it. Thus, in that entire 
first half, did Tottenham create a 
solitary chance, a pinpoint cross 
from the right by Fox met in the air 






Ginola. left the Tottenham Hotspur forward, beats Sdmeca in the air at Villa Paris, yesterday. Photograph: Marie Thompson/Allsport 


by Iversen. whose header was mis¬ 
directed across the face of the goal. 

VUla? Much, much better. Their 
from two. Collymore and Milo¬ 
sevic. each put in the effort. 
Milosevic running wide to the 
flanks, gening his head down and 
doggedly dribbling the ball infield, 
while Collymore lurked deep, 
shrugged those massive shoulders 


and attempted to find the way to 
the net from distance. 

Collymore. seemingly unper¬ 
turbed by the police charge that he 
assaulted the mother of his two- 
year-old son. Thomas, on Christ¬ 
mas Eve. attempted io beat 
Walker with right and left foot 
from 25 yards. The first dropped 
over the bar, the second was two 


feet wide, but this was Collymore 
chancing his arm with the lust for 
goal that made his reputation 
with Nottingham ForesL 
There was bite in the game. too. 
with first Mabbutt needing treat¬ 
ment for a head wound, then 
S inton being taken off on a 
stretcher after being caught from 
behind by Draper. Mabbutt recov¬ 


ered. but almost scored in his own 
net while desperately trying to 
dispossess Milosevic, obliging 
Walker to make a dramatic left- 
handed save at the foot of the post 
’ The huge, capacity Villa Park 
crowd finally erupted in the 38th 
minute. Staunton, the outstanding 
Villa player yet again, launched 
the classic counter-attack. His left 


foot is unquestionably one of the 
best in the FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship. hfs vision is sometimes 
beyond the scope of others. He 
demonstrated both when, from 
wide on the left in his own half, he 
released the ball diagonally to¬ 
wards the far right 
Milosevic was given the time 
and room to collect it and. with his 


own left foot, punished Tonenham 

for simply backing off hinr pr^; 
during an inviting centre. Draper 
timed his run Carr was 

ineffectual in foe air and Drapers 
header squirmed beneath toe 
grasp of Walker, ft was Drapers 
Scond goal of the season and 
before he could make « three a 
tepid match had erupted into 
controversial life. 

It was the ineptitude of toe 
referee, Alan Wilkie, that awoke 
the passions. In the 59th minute he 
handed, literally, an equaliser to 
the Londoners and then com¬ 
pounded that by denying Villa a 
penalty when Carr had handled 
the ball falling backwards into the 
area. Wilkie gave only a free kick. 

First, the equaliser. Fox, with a 
sharp volley, drew an elastic save 
from Bosnich, but when the ball 
was driven back into the area, it 
clearly struck the hand of Calder- 
wood before dropping over the 
goalline. Wilkie refused ail protes¬ 
tations and. in his own peculiar 
way. roused the game to fever 
pitch. In the 67th minute, driven 
forward, Collymore voiced the 
ball up towards foe crossbar. 
Walker was there, but collided 
with Neflsen as he stretched for 
the ball, dropped it, and Draper 
was poaching on the line. 

Then, either side of Grayson 
striking the base of a Tottenham 
post Collymore became the man. 
His first goal was simple, dabbed 
in when Grayson crossed low and 
accurate, though Collymore had 
won the right with .his anticipa¬ 
tion. His second goal, the glorious 
finale, was a free kick straight in 
from almost 22 yards with that old, 
imperious Collymore arrogance. 
Right-footed, struck with bend and 
venom, it eluded foe groping hand 
of Walker into the top comer. Who 
needs penalties? 

ASTON VILLA (3-S-7) MBosrtCft—UErtogu. S 
Staireorr, R S omoca ~ F Nelson. M Paper. I 
Taylor. S Grayson. A Wnefn — S fcUasevfc. S 


TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR I Writer — S 

Carr. S C<an*ML G Mabbutt (sub R AUen. 
74mr). C Mhon (sub: DAnderton. 74) — R Fax. 
A Kfedsen. C CaUenaod. A Sfrtton (sub S 
demenco. 241 — 0 Srwla. 5 Iversen 
Rstertw: AVflkto 


Newcastle reduced Blackburn lose way Owen quick to let his 
to hopeless pursuit in race to summit feet do the talking 


THE frustration that 

comes when you are 

erased from the FA < fc®}T L 

Carling Premiership \ 

equation dawned with r. 

a crushing impact on 

Newcastle Ignited ~ " 

yesterday. _ 

Newcastle end the 

year a full 20 points DERBY ( 

behind Manchester NEWCASTJ 

United — with Kenny 
Dalglish's managerial By Neff 

alma mater. Liverpool, ^ 

ro come to St James' 

Park tomorrow. How long respectability 
alone will placate the Toon Army remains 
to be seen. 

This defeat leaves Newcastle with the 
grim realisation that they have collected a 
mere two points from a possible 18 and 
have failed to score in five of those six 
league games. 

Derby, managed by the former 
Newcastle favourite. Jim Smith, are 
playing well enough to earn a place in 
Europe next season, one of only seven 
sides in the Premiership this morning to 
have accumulated 30 points or more. 
Smith has achieved this with an ouday of 
less than half the price of Alan Shearer. 

Dalglish's team selection was puzzling, 
for John Barnes, the only man to have 
looked like scoring in recent matches, and 
the talismanic Colombian,' Faustino 
Asprilla. were languishing on the substi¬ 
tutes" bench, replaced by the frail figure of 
the Denmark international, Jon Dahl 
Tomasson. and the veteran. Ian Rush. 

Kush had failed to start in H previous 
matches after a knee operation and 
probably wished he had not started this 
one. He has been one of the game's truly 
great qoalscorers. but his glittering career 
has now entered the twilight period. 
When Dalglish tempted him from Leeds 
in the summer, it appeared as though 
nostalgia had got the better of the man 
who used to play alongside him in the 
great Liverpool side of the 1980s. To see 
his old friend play in such a laboured 
fashion must have troubled the Newcastle 
manager. Dalglish has had enough 
troubles this season without one of nis 


DERBY COUNTY 1 
NEWCASTLE UNITED 0 
By Neil Harman 


side's mainstays, the 
England midfield play¬ 
ed la & fl\ David Batty, fool- 

* ishly getting himself 

’^HpflKSr sen * 1 off for the second 

time this season — and 
^262532*^ on the eve of a two- 

_ match suspension for 

five cautions. 

IUNTY 1 Batty walked right 

UNITED 0 in* 0 th ^ s carc * 1 foul¬ 

ing Derby's Dairyl 
larman Powell from behind 

when referee Mike 
’ Reed was in the middle 

of one of his more compulsive card- 
flashing moods. Paradoxically, Newcas¬ 
tle's reduction to 10 men, and the 
introduction of Asprilla and Temuri 
Ketsbaia for the labouring Rush and 
Tomasson, seemed to galvanise them. 
Not enough, however, to disturb a team 
which has kept three successive clean 
sheets. 

The only goal of the game arrived after 
three minutes when Des Hamilton was 
adjudged, cruelly, in Dalglish's opinion, 
to have upended Dean Sturridge from 
behind when the forward was about to 
shoot. Television re-runs confirmed that 
Hamilton had not made contact. Stefiano 
Eranio strolled up to beat Shaka Hislop 
and after that the game disintegrated into 
a series of feuds. 

When Keith Gillespie attempted to take 
a quick free kick which struck Eranio 
standing two yards away, the Italian 
believed that Gillespie had kicked the ball 
at him deliberately. 

Smith wisely took Eranio off at half¬ 
time. If he hadnX Derby would have been 
the first team to be reduced to 10 men. so 
savage was his desire for retaliation. 

The problems, though, are all 
Dalglish’s. “Batty will have to take his 
punishment and the rest of us have to get 
on with it," said the Newcastle manager. 
"The penalty? He never touched him." 

OERBY OOUIVTY (3-4- 1 -2, MPosrn—G Rowell. I Sumac 
D Yo*es — S &ar'to fair J Laureen. iGmrt. D PrweU. L 
Carstty C PnvKt — F Banner tzub R WWens 75} — O 
Suirtdos !suo D Burton &?i. PW^ndaopa 
NEWCASTLE UNITED ‘±-£-2) S Hstoo — S Waiscn. S 
hcnw> fair. J Sams. 8li S P&ace. A Pctone — D 
HjrnCcr 1 . DBan?. J Bo»?sJofd K Gitaae—J D Tomasson 
lu±. TKetePso 61) IRusticadr FAspnBi&li. 

Refaree; U 


IF THERE are any 
credible challengers for 
the FA Carling Pre¬ 
miership crown of • 

Manchester United, it 
is becoming increas¬ 
ingly difficult to spot 

them. Blackburn _ 

Rovers. statistically, 
are the best-placed SHEFFIELD \ 

among the maybes and BLACKBUF 

wannabes but. against 
Sheffield Wednesday ByRnsse 

at Hillsborough yester- ~ _ _ 

day. they slipped far¬ 
ther behind in the chase ro wrench the 
title away from Old Trafford. 

Blackburn still occupy second place, 
with Roy Hodgson, their manager, hav¬ 
ing transformed the side since he arrived 
from Intemazionale in June. Few predict¬ 
ed before the season that Rovers would be 
snapping at the heels of the Premiership 
pace-setters yet a six-point deficit, even 
with the halfway stage of the campaign 
barely passed, appears insurmountable. 

"Lift the roof off for a feast of footy," the 
public-address announcer had urged 
continuously before the kick-off yester¬ 
day. On the front cover of the match 
programme, ir was writ large: "With 
seven goals to avenge, the gloves are on 
for a Boxing Day rematch." Wednesday 
clearly felt the need to atone for their 7-2 
humiliation at Ewood Park in AugusL 

What was laid on. especially in the first 
half, was no more than earnest endeavour 
with a smattering of skffl and the 
occasional goalmouth skirmish. Rudi, the 
rangy Norway midfield player, whose 
resemblance to Chris Waddle, the former 
England and Wednesday winger, is 
uncanny, produced a few nice touches: 
McKinlay offered balance and bite in the 
Blackburn midfield. 

More, much more, was expected, 
though. Perhaps not from Wednesday, 
who are still in the infant stages of Ron 
Atkinson's influence as the manager, but 
certainly from Rovers. Pembridge may 
have headed off the line from Sherwood 
and Pressman did well to save Ripley's 
angled shot, but ir was a poor return from 
an abundance of promising approach 


SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY 0 
BLACKBURN ROVERS 0 
By Russell Kempson 


play. Wednesday had 
their moments, too. 
with Croft diverting 
Rudi’s delightful lob 
against a post before 
the ball was scrambled 

to safety. Fettis, mak- 

_ ing his Rovers debut in 

goal in place of the 
EDNESDAY 0 unfit Flowers, also 

I ROVERS 0 faved well from 

Pembridge and Car- 
Ketnpson bone. It was enough to 

warm the hands, but 
” hardly a feast 

.Another half, another helping of indi¬ 
gestible festive fare. At least this time 
Rovers behaved in the manner of champ¬ 
ionship contendere, forcing the pace and 
exposing large gaps in the Wednesday 
defence. As the chances arrived, though, 
they were quickly squandered. 

Sutton, on his return after suspension, 
was the chief culprit dragging wide an 
attempt from Duffs cross and also 
shooting weakly at Pressman. When he 
did manage to get it right with a dipping 
left-foot volley. Pressman made a marvel¬ 
lous, one-handed save. 

Wednesday's response was honest but 
lacked guile. A touch more thought, 
particularly with Hendry experiencing 
one of his less commanding afternoons, 
and Blackburn could have been pun¬ 
ished. Carbone should have done better 
than shoot against the goalkeeper when 
put through with only Fettis to beat and 
Booth and Newsome wasted chances. 

Towards the end. Rovers at last 
generated some passion. Sutton headed 
against Pembridge, who was stationed on 
the goalline for a corner from Wilcox, 
Sherwood's header, from another Wilcox 
comer, was ruled out for handball and 
GaLlacher drove high over the crossbar, 
One point, when in pursuit of Manchester 
United, is simply not enough. 

SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY {*-**}• K Prasawan — I Nolan. 
0 Waiter. J Newsome. 0 Sganowc (sub: W Coffins, 6&TWJ 
— N AtexJrtacroson. PAtfwrton. PHAM Pambritjga ~A 
Boom B Catxme fsuerG Wttnmgtam. 

BLACKBURN ROVERS (4-4-aj- A Felts — J Karma. S 
Hsnchoc, C Heneby. G Craft — S Ripley la*- G Ftaraft, 
GO). W MdCrtw. T Sherwood, D DuH [a* J Wtaa, 84) — 
C Sutton, KGafeeher 
Referee: J Winter 


IF Michael Owen is not ' 
the finished article, and ■jjjwHjpaMp 

one has no less than Iuhrmol] 

Glenn, noddle’s word for WSM . 

that then Liverpool truly r\\T/Av- 
possessaplayerofprodi- 
gious gifts. The teenage . / P^r. • 
striker, criticised by the • ' 

England coach, has re¬ 
sponded in -spectacular • LIVER 
fashion. LEEDS 

It is something when a 
player who turned JSless By Matt 

than a fortnight ago can 
look die senior striker at 
a dub that also boasts Robbie Fowler and 
Karlheinz Riedle, but Owen’s display of 
pace and penetration at Anfield yesterday 
was of a kind that belies his tiny frame. 
Fowler may have outscored his young 
sidekick as Liverpool turned their domi¬ 
nation against Leeds United into second- 
half goals, but it was Owen who caught 
the eye. . 

One way or another, Owen will be 
wearing an England shirt in France this 
summer. The Under-21s will be malting 
their regular trip to the Toulon tourna¬ 
ment, but on dus form his skills deserve 
the greatest stage of all. Like Hoddle, Roy 
Evans is understandably keen to protect 
his young star, but his strike-rale makes 
resting him unthinkable. “Anybody that 
has pace like that is going to cause 
problems," the Liverpool manager said. 
"He is a threat all the time if we can get 
the ball behind the back four." 

After some batterings earlier in foe 
season, Owen is learning to take bn the 
behemoths that inhabit FA Carling 
Premiership defences, when he cannot 
hurtle away from them. He never shirked 
from the physical confrontation with 
Robert Molenaar, a man with arms 
bigger than the youngster’s thighs, and 
on one memorable occasion gave. the 

S 'ant Leeds defender a five-yard start 
fore cruising past like a Ferrari pulling 
away from a Capri at the lights. 

All of Owen’s efforts in the first half 
were not enough to break Leeds down, 
and with Ince and Hopkin clattering into 
each other in midfield there was plenty of 
■heat but little light shed on whether either 


LIVERPOOL 3 
LEEDS UNITED 1 

By Matt Dickinson 


_ - of these teams are poten¬ 

tial championship chal¬ 
lengers. Both are 
probably battling for the 
runners-up spot, but 
Liverpool have now won 
three on the trot for the 

' _ first time in IS months 

and, although McAteer 
COL 3 and Kvarme had their 

N1TED 1 usual moments of panic. 

they matched Leeds 
tidanson tackle for tackle. Enough 

. . said. 

. McAteer missed their 
best chance of the first half, but Liverpool 
needed only 55 seconds after foe restart to 
take foe lead. A long ball from Harkness 
appeared to carry little obvious threat 
until Molenaar collided with Roberston, 
his team-mate. Their confusion allowed 
Leonhard sen to knock the ball back to 
Owen, who lashed his shot unerringly 
into the comer for his tenth goal of foe 
season. Leeds responded with typical 
fight, but, for foe first time in weeks, that 
was not enough. 

Liverpool had to wait until the 79th 
minute for their, second, but ir was a 
classy goal of the. type that Manchester' 
United specialise in — turning defence 
into attack in a lightning burst. McMa- 
naman, shackled — often unfairly — by 
Haaland all afternoon, finally wriggled 
free down the left. He knocked foe ball 
into the centre for Fowler, who drilled his 
left-foot shot into foe bottom comer. 

Three minutes later, Liverpool were 
three up with a goal that owed everything 
to Owen’s pace. He dashed past two 
defenders to foe byline and his low cross 
allowed Fowler a dose-range finish, ft 
was perhaps inevitable that Liverpool 
should lapse, giving away foe softest of 
goals when Kelly’s free kick was headed 
in by Haaland. but James, under acute 
pressure with foe newly-arrived Friedel 
on foe bench, was not to blame. 

IWBRPOOL ( 4 - 4 - 8 }: D James—J McAteer. B T ttuone 0 
W*ao. S_Hsii<nsss — S McManaman .PInx (sub 
raghw. 8SrrtnL J Radrapp (a*: P Berger. 8S). O Leor> 
hanjson — M Owen. R Fowler (srfr K ffedle, tel 
l^aeUMTCD(^ 2 ):N Wertyn—GKate.DW^iheraJ R 

Roteser Stodge. 
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BE THE FASTEST WITH THE NEW 56Kbps* SPORTSTER FLASH) 


RRP Sportster Flash b fhe Icfetf addition to tfie World's 
INC. roost popular modem range. Incorporating flash 
VATl KQM tnenwry, Sportster flash users wiH be ahfc 
to download future upgrades, such as the fflJ-T 
56 K standard, directly from the 3Com website or 
685 as and when they become amiable. 

gjgpr!? x2 allows you to download 
Wtmrk information from the intend of 
op fo 56Kbps*- that's dmost twice 
T*<>i.tioieer {he speed airrenffy ovuilafjfe. 

*< faUWp hm. 


• E-f&ril, fta, aad voire farifities. 

• Data speeds of op fo 33.6Kbps. 

• lateral ready - free irids fedsded: 

Vargm Net, Netanv AOL god CoopgSenre. 

• (dries & cooDedors ndoded. 

• Free Lffetaae Tedwmd Seppcrt 

• BAFT approved and 5 Year Warranty. 
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□ PfeMofidt thabox if youidonotwwh ter 
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FREEPHONE: 0800 146825 
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West Ham 
prosper 
in familiar 
setting 




WEST HAM UNITED 1 
COVENTRY CTTYO 
By David Powell 


GIVEN a little cup luck.West Ham 
United are not due to travel out of 
London until February. Four of 
their next six known fixtures are at 
Upton Park, interrupted only by 
matches away to Wimbledon to¬ 
morrow and Tottenham Hotspur 
in mid-January. On the statistical 
evidence of the season. West'Ham 
have a month to which they can 
look forward. 

This was their eleventh win in 12 
home matches, during wfakhthey 
have conceded only seven'gods. 
However, if West Ham play like 
this too often, they wQl not be' 
blowing bubbles much longer, let 
alone forever. It was an adequate 
display but no more. 

“We .can play better,” Harry 
Redknapp, the West Ham manag¬ 
er, said with understatement Paul 
Kitson scored the goal that lifted 
West Ham go eighth place in the FA 
Carling Premiership, it was as well! 
he took the chance, for there were 
few at either end throughout “ft 
was a scrap, a battle, but another 
good win.“ Redknapp added. 

West Ham were fortunate that, 
having lost Berkovic. their most 
influential player, shortly before 
half-time they faced only ten men , 
for much of the second half. ' 
Boateng, in his second match for: | 
Coventry City after/ his transfer 
from Feyenoord, was sent off: for 
two bad fouls. ' - '■ 

Gordon. Strachan. the Coventry 
manager, had Hole sympathy. 
“George gets sent off and the game 
becomes a huge problem for us." 
Strachan said. “I do not know how 
many games that is we have played 
with ten men but it is quite a few." ; 

Like West Ham. Coventry, are 
into a rhythm of results. Away 
from home they have lost four in 
succession,..seguing just opce. If 
there was cdn»lation yesterday, rt 
was in the form-of-THihiuv&- 
forward-turhed-emergency defend¬ 
er. Dub Bn. Strachan said, was 
“excellent", but he was better than 
that. Playing in the middle of the 
hack three, he ensured that 
Hartson and Kitson hardly won a 
, header between them, but he was 
also sharp in the tackle and a 
determined organiser. 

Only once fid Hartson win an 
attacking header, aiming wide 
from a Lazaridis cross. His one 


f 
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Dublin: defensive authority 

ither opening resulted in Hedman 
saving his shot with his feet Four 
games without a goal means that 
.Hartson has nan'lost his place as 
the Premiership's leading scorer to 
Cole, of Manchester United. 

Hedman. the Swedish goalkeep¬ 
er who is keeping Ogrizovic on the 
bench, could not be faulted for the 
goal, Berkovic slipping a penetrat¬ 
ing pass to Kitson. who drove in a 
low shot in the seventeenth minute. 
When Hedman was given a chance 
against Kitson. who had been 
released on a dear path to goal, he 
stood up to him and blocked the 
run. 

On only one other occasion did 
West Ham give Hedman cause for 
anxiety, when Lazaridis struck bar 
and past from wide on die left Far 
the West Ham match against 
Wimbledon, it appears that 
Berkovk's injured knee will keep 
him out and feat Lama, the France 
internati onal goalkeeper signed on 
loan, win have to wait for his debut. 

Forrest had little to do but, one 
missed .punch apart, he could not 
be faulted "Craig has done nothing 
wrong," Redknapp said. The best 
of Coventry's shots, one each from 
Shilton and Huckerby, were gath¬ 
ered safely. 

Shilton — first name Sara — is 
fee son of Peter and was making 
his second appearance. Famous 
name, unfamiliar number. Shilton 
was wearing No 37- A shirt worth 
watching, though. He showed 
some neat touches and a sense of 
adventure.' 

WEST HAM LIGHTED 04-1-2)'. C ftnaf — J' 

Pews, qJ5 1 ® 1 

Lomas. F(jgfta«rf S lw-jfr trig— 

S Pan*, Aaiwj Kila». J Matson. 

fovewnwony QS-Q; M Hedman—fl s«j- 
p Dutft* it h£J a ttiMon. P Teller. G BoaMfw, 
WO'NMUn* K{jgw&auma651-SSMtori — u 
factertjy,*WH«£rf 


FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


Chelsea player-manager lowers his title aspirations 









Duberry, the Chelsea defender, is sent flying by a tackle as Jones, fee Wimbledon captain, brings fee ball away with Cunningham in support yesterday 

xullit rewrites great expectations 


' RUUD GULLIT was looking at 
fee bigger picture. Chelsea had 
drawn wife Wimbledon at borne, 
had thrown away what should 
have been si. win through one 
defensive mistake and some oddly 
ineffective attacking, but Gullit; 
their player-manager, appeared to 
: be anything bat downhearted. 

“I. think people outside expect 
more from us than maybe we are 
capable of at fee moment," he 
said. “The fad that people say we 
shooin' win these games is a 
compliment. It Js already an 
improvement compared with 
what we didlast year. Then people 
were. saying feat we could lose 
these games now we have a good 
defence and a good attack and 

* people think we should win. 

• “I am very happy wife the way 
things are going. I must not expect 
too much all fee time. I must be 
realistic. I have never said we are 
contenders, 1 have said that I take 
everything step by step 1 think 
people see us four steps forward 
when we hare taken only one step. 
You cannot do things in a rush 
and expectation can be sometimes 
too much.Tbe next step is to go on 
and win these games and feat is 


what we have to work on from 
today." 

It was logical, sensible stuff, 
refreshing long-trrmism in a 
sport, a business, where short¬ 
term gain is everything, but it was 
extraordinary an the same. It 
sounded suspiciously as if Gullit 
was saying that Chelsea’s champ¬ 
ionship challenge is Jess than it 
seems; that his team, for all their 
flair, their investment and their 
potential, are not fee finished 
article, not yet ready seriously to 
trouble Manchester United’s grip 
on the Premiership. They may be 
in the future, but not now. 

And it was hard to argue with 
him on the evidence of events at 
Stamford Bridge yesterday. 
Whereas United put five goals 
past Wimbledon earlier in the 
season, Chelsea were; in truth, 
lucky to score one. 

It was not as if they got off to a 
slow start either. With just seven 
minutes gone, Chelsea were a goal 
up. their players were celebrating, 
the visiting team bickering among 
themselves and Joe Kinnear, the 
Wimbledon manager, was fearing 
the worst, perhaps even a rout 

Yet; after ViaDi bad side-footed 




CHELSEA 1 
WIMBLEDON 1 

By Peter Robinson 


Flo’s astute pass into the net from 
six yards, Chelsea had barely 
another shot in anger. Worse, 
Wimbledon did not need one, 
Sinclair’s mishit back-pass giving 
a seasonal gift to Michael 
Hughes, who rounded the goal¬ 
keeper before scoring. 

That, according to Gullit, 
knocked the stuffing out of Chel¬ 
sea, but it would be more accurate 
to say feat it gave Wimbledon the 
belief that they might, after alL 
salvage something from their trip 
north of the Thames, something 
that looked well beyond them in 
fee 27 minutes feat elapsed before 
their equaliser. Wife Thatcher 


magnificent, Wimbledon, like 
Leeds United a fortnight earlier, 
defended defiandy, obstinately 
and increasingly confidently as 
Chelsea ran out of ideas. 

The introduction of Zola on fee 
hour did little to improve matters. 
Had he started, which Wimble¬ 
don had expected and were might- 
fly relieved to discover would not 
be the case, things may have been 
different 

Kinnear was understandably 
pleased. He had come for a draw 
and got what he wanted — a 51st 
birthday present if you like. “To 
go behind that early, we really 
feared fee worst but gradually we 
got back into if and there was not 
much to choose between the two 
sides as fee game progressed," he 
said. “We are down to the bare 
bones wife injuries and it is a 
valuable point for us. Yes, I'm 
happy." 

Gullit conceded feat he was 
disappointed with fee result if not 
its place in the general scheme of 
things, but Chelsea were frustrat¬ 
ed. The sight of Leboeuf, normally 
the most phlegmatic of men, 
furiously kicking the ball into the 
dugout after fee final whistle said 


everything about his feelings, 
possibly even his expectations. 
Gullit may believe that Chelsea 
are not yet ready to challenge for 
the tide, but his players may 
disagree. 

Even that pleased Gullit- "If fee 
players are disappointed, then 
that is good," he said. “It shows 
that they know that they have to 
do better than that They know 
themselves where it went wrong 
today and. fortunately, we have a 
game in a couple of days (away to 
Southampton!, so we can put it 
right straight away. 

“We gave a silly goal away, a 
sloppy goal and it was at a vital 
time. It could have been two or 
three goals to nil for us, but 
instead it was 1-1 and the players 
never fully recovered, I think. If 
we had not given Wimbledon that 
chance, however, we would have 
won fee game. They were never 
going to score otherwise.” 

CHELSEA |«-l -2v E oe >3 obv — F Sndan (sub S 
CterLe, SSrrani. M Dubenv. F Leboeul. D Gianvtte 

— D Peiresaj. 0 Wise. R Di MaBeo. (j Le Saw — 
G ViaSi (sub G Zola 601. T A Flo 
WIMBLEDON 14-5-H' N SuHivar — h. Cunrang- 
ham. D Blackwell. B Thalcher. A hvnUe — N 
AnJey. S 5olbflM>en. V Jam. R Earle M Hughes 

— M Gayie isiJ. C Con. 66( 

Refenw.G VWkrd. 


Bergsson special saves 
Bolton from the blues 


Nervy Arsenal struggle 
to subdue Leicester 


EVERYTHING was in 
Bolton Wanderers’ favour 
yesterday. TTie most fdeas- 

can^lodT'forward to on 
Boxing Day is a home 
game against die weakest 

team in fee league, yet _ 

Bolton played so wretch¬ 
edly feat relegation, for BOLTON \N 
fee second time in three BARh 

years, must be a distinct 
possibility. By Michat 

It is sad, because they _ 

have some half-decent 
players, but fee evidence is too compelling to 
think otherwise. They have two problems: 
they do not think it is necessary to score goals 
and they are quite happy to hand them to 
opponents. There is no point in mincing 
words: their defence is appalling. By half 
time, Barnsley could have scored six goals 
and should certainly have scored three. 
When the bottom team toys with you. then 
you really have got problems. 

They improved in the second half; they 
could’ hardly fail to. In fact, they might have 
won if Frandsen'S late free kick had re¬ 
bounded more favourably from the bar or if 
Blake had headed one chance straighten and 
not driven another wider. That is. Blake all 
over. He is big and strong, but his ratio of 
goals to chances is 15, which is not remotely 
good enough. 

fvii in Todd, their manager and a masterly 
defender in his day, must still be wondering 
what was going on in that awful first half. 
Fish, the South Africa centre half, was back 
from his winter travels and Whitlow "had re¬ 
covered from flu. Bergsson. fee captain, is a 
sound professional and Todd Jr, fee mana¬ 
ger's son, is said to be improving. On this 
showing, he has some linle distance to go. 

Before the game was 20 minutes old, 
Barnsley had made, and missed, four 
glorious chances* Ashley Ward shot wide 
after Fish allowed Hristov to get m a cross 
from the byline and then volleyed over at fee 
end of a marvellous move involving MarceUe 
and Redfearru With his namesake, Gavin, m 
the Bolton goal to beat, be shot wide and 
Hristov, exchanging positions and enjoying 
similar freedom, hit the ball against fee 
inside of a post . , ... 

Time and again, Todd found himself on 


BOLTON WANDERERS 1 
BARNSLEY 1 
By Michael Henderson 


the wrong side of the ball 
and Fish, for all his ability 
to bring fee ball forward 
from deep positions, was 
r xf far too slow to sense 

danger. Perhaps the Bol¬ 
ton midfield players 
_ should send smoke sig¬ 
nals whenever a move 
NDERERS1 ■ breaks down. Defenders. 

I p y -j after all. are paid in fee 

" first instance to defend, 

Henderson not to look pretty on fee 

• ball. 

When Barnsley took fee 
lead it was with a goal that they had 
thoroughly earned. Gavin Ward flapped 
rather feebly at Sheridan’s shot and his half¬ 
save offered Hristov a chance he headed 
home from an irregular stooping position. 
The goalkeeper, standing in for fee injured 
Branagan. appeared shocked by such impu¬ 
dence. He should not have been. 

Bolton failed to make a single chance 
before half-time and yet they went in level It 
was the most extraordinary goal as percus¬ 
sive in its way as fee hailstones that crackled 
onto the roof of fee Reebok Stadium. Bergs¬ 
son, collecting a clearance from the comer 
that his pass had helped to win, drew breath 
and returned fee ball from fully 40 yards 
beyond Watson, who, by wandering six 
paces off his line, had exposed a skylight in 
the top comer of his goal. 

If he plays for another ten years. Bergsson 
will never sniff a goal like that Scoring, of 
course, is not his principal job, though he is 
entitled to think he could have done better 
than Blake when Frandsen'S cross gave him 
a dear view of goal. The header went wide 
and. for a man whose job is scoring goals, 
that was a howler. 

Bolton have scored 17 times in 20 games 
and only once have they scored more than 
one goal at home. Holdsworfe, suspended 
yesterday, will soon be back to assist Blake, 
but a record of one goal in nine starts is not 
encouraging. Winter is drawing in. Time is 
running out. and so are fee excuses, 

BOLTON WANDERERS (4-4-2): 0 Wad — Q BwgttSOa A j 
Todd.MHah (sub'GTaggart l 69nwi;UiB:NCox.6Q, MWtutaw : 
•*- M Johansen (sub; A 58), P Frandsan, J Pot- 

lock, S Setora - P BmdstoyvN^e. 

BARNSLEY (4-4-2JL 0 tWttson — W Eaden, A de Zfeew. A 
Mosas. D Barnard — C MarceSs (autr A Uddel. 71). ETMte.D 
Sfnodan,’ N Rodtean—G Hristov [air, J Hendie, 05), AWard. 
Referee. S Dunn 


WHOEVER would have 
thought it? Arsenal, going 
two goals up early in fee 
second half, albeit in farci¬ 
cal circumstances, ended 
the game on the ropes, 
defending desperately 

against a Leicester City _ 

j team belatedly committed 
to attack. ARS1 

Well might Arsene LE1CES1 

Wenger, the Arsenal man¬ 
ager, say: “I could feel we By Bria 

had not enough physical _______ 

and mental strength to 
keep our calm and keep the ball down- I 
thought we were in control of fee game for 
one hour and 15 minutes. You could see that 
fee confidence was not of fee highest, and the 
last ten minutes were terrible, and you could 
see how terrible it was when it is so 
important to win a game and that made me 
nervous." 

Arsenal whose confidence was ultimately 
conspicuous by its absence, could give 
thanks that Martin O'Neill, the Leicester 
manager, began fee game wife so negative 
an attitude, paying Arsenal a respect that 
they clearly did not deserve. With Spencer 
Prior, one of his three regular defenders, 
absent, O’Neill pulled Savage into the back 
three and cautiously derided to use Kaamark 
roman-mark Bergicarap. 

Those who recently saw Leicester lose to 
Everton will know that, even at full strength, 
they are hardly an exciting team. But until, in 
the dosing stages, they reshuffled, pushed 
Elliott forward, brought on Cottee and set 
about the Arsenal defence, they were scarcely 
at the races. Except, it must be said, when 
Entile Heskey. after eight minutes, headed 
Guppy's right-wing inswinging comer 
against the angle of post anid bar. 

Other than that, the first half was 
emphatically Arsenal’s, although it brought 
them only a single goal.'This came in fee 36th 
minute, immediately after Ian Wright had 
struck a loose ball with a powerful right-foot 
shot, obliging Keller to fling himself to make 
the save. 

Arsenal quickly gained a free kick on fee 
left and Bergkainp's curling ball was 
expertly headed in by David Platt who had 
recently headed such a goal against 
Manchester United. 
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ARSENAL 2 
LEICESTER CITY 1 
By Brian Glanvflle 


• This, after an early, 
reckless backward pass, 
was an improved perfor¬ 
mance by Platt, who had 
to go off with a groin 
injury that will probably 
put him out of the FA 

_ Carling Premiership 

match against Tottenham 
MAL 2 Hoispur at White Hart 

: R CITY 1 Lane tomorrow. 

Ian Wright will miss it, 
Glanvflle too. Though hardly fee 

i _Wright of recent memory, 
“ he might, on another first- 
half occasion, also have scored when, after a 
strong run by fee adventurous Vieira, fee 
ball ran to him. Keller saved that shot, too. 
He also saved when he punched out Dixon's 
cross: Dvermars shot, the ball was deflected 
but the goalkeeper stopped it. 

Arsenal's second goal was worthy of the 
pantomime season. After Bould booted the 
ball downfield, Steve Walsh, attempting to 
find his goalkeeper, beat him instead wife 
what might have been called an exquisite lob 
had it come from an attacking player. 
Midway through fee half it might have been 
343 and fee end of fee match as a contest, 
when Keller missed a comer. Overmars 
made fee shot, but Savage cleared off the 
line. 

Were Leicester too cautious until that 
hectic last burst? O’Neill angrily denied if. 
“We had a grandstand finish," he said, “but I 
felt we never had that real self-belief that we 
could come here and compete again.tr a very 
solid Arsenal side." 

In fee event Leicester’s late enterprise was 
rewarded wife the second strange goal of fee , 
game, after 78 minutes. David Seaman, 
rushing out of his penalty area, tried to 
dribble fee ball away, lost it and Lennon's 
shot flew past Dixon on the line. 1 

Nine minutes from the end, Parker’s left- ! 
wing comer reached Walsh on the far post 
and gave him a chance to atone. He very 
nearly did. His attempt struck the post and 
ended in Seaman's arms. 

ARSENAL (4-4-2|. 0 Seaman — L Divan, S Bould. VI Keown N 
Wniartsum — R Parlour, P Vtena. D Platt (a* 

M Orermars — < Wngtt (sub N Anefka. 74), D Bet Qkamp 
LBCESTCH CITY p-5-2): K KftBa - S Walsh. P KaamaK M 
ffiofi — R Savage, M Lennon. M but, S Campbel [Sub. G 
Pater, 60). 5 Guppy — E Hestey. S Gauge-(sub. A Cottee, 
69). 
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Comforts of 
home prove 
elusive for 
Palace 


fit 




CRYSTAL PALACE 1 
SOUTHAMPTON 1 
By Nick Szcxepanik 


CRYSTAL PALACE’S season-long 
search for a home win in fee FA 
Carling Premiership will continue 
into 1998 after the ninth team to 
visit them, Southampton, returned 
to fee South Coast wife a share of 
fee points yesterday. Palace took 
seasonal generosity' a little too far. 
squandering a late chance to win 
the match from fee pepalty spot, 
and, at this rate, even Scunthorpe 
United, their Fa Cup opponents in 
a weeks rime, will fancy feeir 
dlances of forcing at least a replay. 

“1 couldn't fault them for trying,” 
Steve Coppell, fee Palace manager, 
said of his players. “It affects them 
in key situations when you're 
looking for them to be relaxed. 
They get uptight and try to force 
things to happen. As long as they 
keep trying, 1 won’t complain." 

The effort was certainly there in 
an open, end-to-end match, but 
there were early indications of fee 
way fee luck has been running for 
Palace at home. When Neil 
Shipperley, returning from injury 
to face his former employers, 
headed down Linighan's diagonal 
cross in the seventh minute, Bruce 
Dyer got a touch in front of Paul 
Jones, the Southampton goalkeep¬ 
er. only to see the ball rebound 
front the loot of a post. Minutes 
ianer. Dyer rurned Lundekvam. ran 
on and shot fiercely across Jones, 
but Shipperley, sliding in by the far 
post, could not reach it 

As an attacking force, Southamp¬ 
ton were in evidence mainly on fee 
break, but Warhurst was a calming 
influence in Palace's defence, ex¬ 
cept when he and Miller left a 
bouncing through-ball to each oth¬ 
er. Hirst nipping in only to put the 
ball wide. 

Only a minute later, however. 
Southampton were ahead. Palmer 
made a strong run down fee right 
before knocking the ball back to 
Dodd, whose first-rime cross was 
volleyed in off fee underside of the 
crossbar by Matthew Oakley from 
the edge of the penalty area. “The 
lad deserved it," Dave Jones, fee 
Southampton manager, said. "He’s 
been getting into good positions 
and just missing out." 

Dyer took a tumble in fee 
opening minure of fee second half, 
but fee ease with which he went 
over under challenge, when a 





Shipperley: equalising goal 

chance looked on if he had man¬ 
aged to keep his feet, seemed to 
betray Palace's lack of confidence. 
His decision to shoot from an 
impossible angle rather than pick 
out a colleague soon after was 
equally disappointing. 

Even so. it was a sign that Palace 
had stepped up the tempo and their 
pressure was rewarded in fee 79th 
minute. Rodger’s corner was head¬ 
ed on for Shipperley to drive in fee 
equaliser from dose range. Wife 
the bit now between his teeth. 
Shipperley struck a shot narrowly 
wide on fee turn before being 
replaced by Itzhak Zohar, the Israel 
international, wife 20 minutes to 
go. 

“He jShipperley] shouldn’t have 
played, really," Coppell said. 
“Thigh strain, groin strain, every¬ 
thing. People have to play on at the 
moment." Dyer, too, played wife 
an injury feat was ultimately to 
prove fateful. 

Kevin Davies could have won fee 
game for Southampton when his 
shot was headed off fee goalline by 
Warhurst, but Palace had the best 
chance for a late winner 11 minutes 
from time when Dyer hit the turf 
again under Dodd’s challenge. 
Raul Alcock, fee referee, awarded a 
penally, but, with Dyer, the Grst- 
choiee penalry-takeri feeling his 
injury, Zohar took the kick only to 
see his weak effort saved easily by 
Jones. "Bruce was not confident 
that he could hit fee ball with 
enough power to take the kick, so 
Zohar stepped up," Coppell said. 

CRYSTAL PALACE (3-5-2) K Mila - A bru-Jian. 
P Warfare!. H HradBHKon — R Gr, lv, J Fortanon 
fsub. S Burton, fiOnm). A Roberta S Roden D 
Gordon — N Shppertey (sub-1 tfli. B Dyw 

SOUTHAMPTON (4-1-1-2) P Jonau — J Dofld. n 
Monteu. h Lundekvam. F Beoaii—M Gatey 
R state. 96). K fliehaefcan. C Palmer — ML* 

Testfsisut 1 AUWharaSi) —ECttiriUadtujB K 
Dawos, 65). D H«sl 
Referee: PAJett* 
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E8_jS P0gg_ ^ 

tiou _ gsass* rBRWPi £§»L g^r ga^ryi? 

1 somewhat under- m ^thiS£^£Hoddle. fil AMVII LE nm realised theR^jdto Jdckname of the Busby monkey BjjnjgfiL , 

minedbyAetongev^ of fed the hot IlLftll llLUt I Damascus passed tough - jimmy Mf«ggfcpi ; - 

such as George Foreman Khofatrift-horseon » Colorado Sprm^Ww* Many years ago, aftera the 1^9 FA Cup « .. _ 


Campbt 

doubl 



Y outh win be served 

as the boxing adage; 

somewhat under¬ 
mined by the longevity of 

such as Geoige Foreman 

and Larry Holmes. In foot¬ 
ball, one is not quite sure. 

Less so than ever after Glenn 
Hoddles extraordinary, 
gratuitous and surety exces¬ 
sive critique of Michael 
Owen; at just 18 . the great 
hope of English football. 

Hoddle. plainly.* as 
yet unconvinced. “There are 
certain things he needs tt) 
stamp out of his game, Ore 
England coach said, after 
watching Owen play, effect¬ 
ively. for England Under. 

21 against Greece last week, 
“and out of his off-the- 
pitch situation as well-lain 
not going into details Mop 
no f?t but he is not the finished 
article everybody says he 

IS Everybody? Hardly any¬ 
body. surely. Owen’s admir¬ 
ers, of whom I am very 

. _— !-«»> >» o c cPfl nv 


ers, ot wnom i 
much one. are impressed by 
his tremendous pace and 
__ hn ncpc it. his oreco- 


the way he uses it his prec°~ 
aous confidence, his Intel- 


passing- his courage to 1 

take on and resist the buffet- 

must surely fed the hot 

breath of a gift-horse on 

his face-As the England 
coadi, it is his job to en¬ 
courage young talent - of 
which, goodness knows, 
we have little enough — rath¬ 
er than undermine iL 

Yes, I would be delight¬ 
ed to see Owen in England s 
eventual World Cup party. 

With Alan Shearer’s recovery 
still uncertain. Ian Wnght 
so sadly out of form, Robbie 
Fowler, Owen's fellow Liv¬ 
erpudlian —with whom 
Hoddle may somehow be 
confusing him — a present 
disappointment Owen 
might prove the man Eng¬ 
land needs. . 

Hoddle, perhaps, might 
cast his mind back to his own 
debut for England, a bru- 
liant display against Bulgaria 
at Wembley, capped by a 
spectacular goaL Whereupon 
Ron Greenwood, the Eng; 
land manager, dropped nim 

from the next game wrth 

the lapidary words: Disap- 



idol Johnny Haynes, i nau ^ hence™: 

not realised the^oad 10 mckname of the Busby 

Damascus passed through 

Colorado Springs- Whatis Many years ago, 

it about Engfai^ managers? ^ * Qjeisea. 1 asked 

But not only about abouI this pobqMo 

them. When Argmona were ^mpta bu t cogent re- 

due to stage the 1978 __ D i y .-If you don’t put them 

Worid Cup. their manner. Kvoa cant know what 

Cesar Luis Menottudedd- wye got" 

ed to omit his own protegfe. Ocular Duncan 

Diego Maradona, then 17- Edwards was United's regu- 
The actual made left, - . Jr: left half from the age of 

Rptn Alonso, did well enough 2*5. death after 


Beta Alonso, uiu ™ o- ? ^ ^ cruel oeau. 
and Argentina, after aU. the Munich air crash at 

did win the World Cup. but 0 f 2 J. By then he was 

Maradona’s virtuosity ■ • meageoi^^ 
might have made thmgseasi- S^eorge Best 

"sssKir 

sKSfigg* HssaKft 

ssesmss* isrit 

pointment is part of eX ^^^playmgfor. i , 

-TSSSC" SSsKiS- SfSSZ 


Greenwoods —— 

at last, in England’s Amer¬ 
ican training camp bdore me 


JS23SSW- 

™ lll ‘' yS M n u“ b p'S« 1 

- 

•“SSffi farther back +, 
and * find 

SESS‘iW-3..- 

honour in *he game at the 
S ^d® Owen.« have 

JS%—*****"■ 
gfisa-E*-- 
-spssssSiitf/v 

SFttttSy 

SS. Charles and Bastin, 
not to mention 

Such players are. mts* ■ 
edly hard to discourage. But 

Hdddle should stopdem^ 

grating Owen. For his own 

sake. 
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Barnsley’s 

discarded 

hero has 
no regrets 

Mark Hodk inson meets the player^ 
left behind by his club ’s historic rise 

T he te\\ was punwd yw- 

&&& 




T he ball was punted y> 
through the dnzzle si 

towards Bradford 
Citv’s penalty area, g 

\niid a battery of elbows and p 

oiees jostling for kicking a 

space. Paul Wilkinson volun- J 
teered his forehead. The ba 1 I 
ricocheted beyond the goah ] 

keeper. Aidan Davison, and < 

sailed into the ■ 

,M Ai 3.21pm on 

Saturday. April En ^ &= 

2d. 1 *OT. Wilkin- v^n 3 3 

son found him- ^ -P 

self at the |{T 

epicentre of Bnt- I jrd i a 
ish football. His £p- : 

goal had set S a k 

Barnsley on y m jl 

course for pro- y 

morion to foot¬ 
ball’s top fliglu 
after a 110 -year /qN.«X 

wait; hundreds / 

had worn the f 

Barnsley shin / • - 

before him. but I-* 1 .BHPI 

he was the cho- 
sen man. v *a7T- 

After the 

matdi. the play- - 

ers. with their 
wives and girlfriends, cele¬ 
brated long into the night and 
Wilkinson was feted at every 
rum. He was bought enough 
drinks to last another 110 years 
and his fiancee had to step 
aside while appreciative fans 

planted beery kisses on his 
cheeks. “Thank you. thank 


you." they blubbered, and 
swore their everlasting love. 

Sentimentality is an indul- 
cence afforded to football sup¬ 
porters. We reminisce, roe 
and romanticise until, eventu¬ 
ally. even 40 home defeats 
take on a charm of their own. 
Unfortunately, football dubs 
are not privy to this luxury, as 
Wilkinson soon 
— discovered. 

F rpa As Wilkinson 

I vct punched the air 
"CX anc * danced 
W!rT 3 across the turf, 
pvjrifg he was not to 

1 know that it 

“ * ^ _ would be his fi- 

nal full appear- 
: n M ance at Oakwell 

^ in a Barnsley 

2^ ^ shirt He had 

played in all but 
—one of Bams- 
SS/\ Ley’s games in 

the first dtvt- 
sion, but fell foul 
• ] of the paradox 

that lifting the 
club to a higher 
LLj/ status also lifted 

——^ him out of a job. 

-The wealth gen¬ 
erated by promotion enabled 
i Danny Wilson, the Barnsley 
y manager, to purchase Georgi 
h Hristov from Partizan Bel- 
■s grade and, a few weeks into 
p the campaign. Ashley Ward 
is from Derby County, 
is Just five months after his 
ik moments of glory. Wilkinson 



m * 


McCarthy < 


LMBII ■ „ , " uo-year wait to reach football's top division 


■•to l i 




was collecting his boots from 
Oakwell and headrng to 
London where he joined 
Millwall in a E150.000 deal. 
The Barnsley supported had 
promised him the world, but 
She dub balked at die twoyear 
contract he felt he deserved. It 
can be a harsh world, but 
ultimately we accept as foot¬ 
ballers that we are commod¬ 
ities. I had become surplus to 
requirements at Barnsley, 
Wilkinson said. 

He joined Barnsley on a tree 
transfer from Middlesbrough, 
where he had spent four 
seasons. He was reunited soon 
afterwards with his former 
Middlesbrough strike partner, 
John Hendrie. The paujuj 
efficacious; they have scored 
114 goals between them in nve 
seasons together. “I was struck 
with Barnsley straight away- 


he lived in Cawthome. on the 
outskirts of the town. 

While Barnsley’s trademark 
last season was thoughtful, 
passing football. Wilkinson 
felt his role was more rudi- 
mentaiy. “It was a real ^ 
and-move team, but I gave 
them another dimension. 1 
was the tallest, and since I'm 
not the most skilful player m 
the world, they tended to use 
me more as a battering ram 

and play off me,” he said. 

At Christmas last year. 
Barnsley had lost just three 
times in 23 league marches. 
They have won just four 
games in 20 this season and 
have suffered the ignominy of 
conceding 51 league goals al¬ 
ready. Few Barnsley fens ex¬ 
pected anything bm a fraught 
battle for survival, but, inev¬ 
itably. there have been 
1 J __into taers. 


ufesSSSJS 

needlessly with the winning 

energy^! 1 dffi^e quarlare'since ‘Tthink Danny shouU have 


Efi-en last year’s team longer to 
Sme good, but I’m bound to 
think that, aren't ir Wilkin 
son said. “1 have no hard 
feelings towards him or 
Barnsley. I always look for 
their score first" 

Wilkinson’s final appear¬ 
ance for Barnsley was against 
Chelsea when they were beat¬ 
en W) in August He was 
substituted at halftime and 
had a spectatort view of the 
second-half annihilation. 1 
think they’ve learnt a tat since 
then and have adapted well. 
There is no problem at Barns¬ 
ley because no one expected . 
them to survive anyway.” he 
says. “I’ve a sneaking feeling, 
though, that they are going ro 
stay up. I don’t think people 
appreciate the spint and re¬ 
solve within the dub.” 

instead of a season at root- 
ball’s top table, Wilkinson is 
among the blood and thudlof 
the journeymen of the Nation¬ 
wide League second division. 
He suffered a "whack on the 


ankle" last Saturday in 
Mill wall’s win against Wye- - 
ombe Wanderers and has 
spent most of this week under 
treatment “It'S a lot more 
physical than I expected, he 
raid. He cannot complain too 
volubly - since Billy Bonds, me 
Millwall manager, signed him 
chiefly because he can remem¬ 
ber fractious encounters when 

he was a defender with West 
Ham United and Wilkinson 
played for Nottingham Forest 
"I left him with six stitches m 
his forehead after one match 
_ and he still signed me. 
Wilkinson said.. 

He has moved with his 
fiancee to Bromley. Kent, and. 
though he recalls his time at 
Barnsley fondly, he has no 

qualms about swapping dubs I 

for the seventh time m rus 
career. "I would have loved to 
have stayed there for another 
couple of seasons, but that’s 
not what I was offered. 
Wilkinson said. “Thars just 
the way it is in football.” 
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Spartak’s brave 
incorruptibles 

earn just reward 

■ «« _ u^uinia Dnecian rhamnions for the T 




McLean seeking to 
draw Rangers’ sting 


By Kevtn McCarra 


KempsAB 


NOT Iona after the Spartak Moscow 
nlavers checked into the Oktyabr¬ 
skaya hotel on the eve of their 
important Russian League maich 
against Rotor Volgograd, the tele¬ 
phones beaan ringing off the nook. 
Representarives of tjw local 
Intimdosiig - “Intimate Leisure 
firm were apparently touting for 
business at the bargain rate ol 
200,000 roubles (£ 20 } per hour. 

Dies Romanises’, the Spartak 
coach: happily reported that such 
•■provocation" was resisted and mat 
all of his brave lads had declined the 
“sweet-voiced suggestions . MA W 
be absolutely safe, they refosed w 
walk farther than 15 metres from the 
hotel entrance. Spartak's clean-livin, 
souls went on to beat Volgograd and 


became Russian champions for the 
fifth time. 

Parkinson floored 

Phil Parkinson, the Reading midfield 
player and one of the more rugged 
practitioners in the Nationwide 
League, has been involved in his lair 
share of incidents in a career span¬ 
ning 13 seasons. It was thus barely 
surprising when his two-year-old 
son. George, slipped over while 
kicking a ball around in the players 
bar at Reading’s Elm Park ground 
and fractured his left leg. 

A foot-to-thigh plaster now covers 
the broken limb but Parkinson Jr, 
like dad. should soon be back 
terrorising opponents. 


■ Scotland may have to I P al j5^ i " r n ^f^ar. but the omnipresent 
World Cup knees-up m France to Ya ^ they 

Tartan Army is sure to create■ a fai-«»ra M orocca they 

Invade Saint-Etiemw or 1 June J fo ^iH te the bosupported 

may be outchanted byUwrn h Moroccan Ambassador in 

fiE£S , 35e*«M«s* 

Everton dub badge tattooed on an arm. _ 


Tea and sympathy ! 

Howard Wilkinson, the Football 
Assodation technical director, is not 
noted for his histrionics. Dour, 
boring even, but never overdemons- 
trative ... or is he? Ian Baird, the 
recently retired captain of Brig hton. 
tells an enlightening anecdote from 
an FA Cup tie against Watford at 
Vicarage Road. "Howard wasn’t too 
happy at half-time and came m 
ranting and raving." Baird recalled. 
"Hepicked upa teapot and slung it at 
the wall but. unfortunately, it re¬ 
bounded back and the tea went all 
over his face. He was writhing onthe 
floor in agony." Must have been 
strong tea. 

Dancing Dell boys 

The Dell. Southampton, is much rite 
same as most football grounds before 
kick-off, with street-sellers hawking 
everything from dodgyburgers to 
programmes, from tone* 
T-shins. Before the match agamst 
Leicester City, many Saints support¬ 
ers were made an offer with 1 a 
difference when,they.were Jjj™* 
leaflets advertising ihe debgrtseff 
The Silhouette nightclub m theiaty. 
Closer inspection revealed its special¬ 
ity to be topless table-dancing. 


FEW visiting teams 

in a mood of optimism. However, \ 
having beaten Rangers onceinfae 
iLll-s Scottish i»|uepremwj 
sion and once in the Coca-Ojia Cup 
already this season. Dundee Urntw 
m^view the game today against the 

It 1 - 

brenaBiaioftlBd^atte™ 

left them m the doldroms- LB^™ 

i »fi is! 5 e £S-' 

the Coca-Cola Cup final. Tommy 

United also failed to score, let alone 
win. Hie sequence was broken only 
last Saturday, when they recorded a 
2-1 victory over a St Johnstone team 
that had been reduced to ten men. It 
hardly constituted a resurgence, nor 
would it pass for the harbinger of a. 
happy afternoon at Ibrox. 

United, all rite same, are better 
than most at assimilating their 
disappointments and drawing 
shrewd conclusions. When they first 
: meL Rangers this season, Marco 
. Negri scored five times and . United 
1 lost 5-1. It is hard to think of another 
I dub that could so successfully re- 
f vamp themselves and beat the chan* 
pions in (heir , next two meetings, 

1 rationing Negri to a single goal over 

that pair of games. 


If Maurice Maipas remains!fos 
prescient setfin defence and if. beside 
him. Steven Pressley recovers the 
form that vanished in the two Iheavy 
beatings by Celtic, then United could 
concoct a tense match with Rangere. 
Even so, the visitors' fortitude should 
prove insufficient today. There was 
an intimidating potency about Rang¬ 
ers* 5.2 mauling of Heart of Midlothi¬ 
an last weekend. • 

Walter Smith's team have been 


LAKES: V. Efigtander &.M. Swann, V. Reeves & V. Frearsan, 

D. Piddes& V. Hansen, D. Lyon&]. Berger, A RootdienKo 
& S. Wbyf,'0. Marx & P. Lowndes, C. Collins & S. Salisbury. 

A. Spooner & S. Behrmann, M. Owlish & C; Cooper. 

I. Moore & E Tora, Yt. Sleavenson & N. Cannon Brookes, 

S. Will & D. Birshan, J.Tumer & E Roberts, R.C. Benson & 
]. Benson. S. Flett & J. Mair, H. Baxendale ft N. Mayo, 

S. Shaw & M. BeHerby, M.Bowness &J. Williams, 

N. Buxton & K. Manners. P. Sheehan & K. Teftscher, 

S. Prain & N. Cannon Brookes, A Norman & P. Post, 

J. Pearson & P. Ledingham, D. Gasket 1 & P. Anon, 

H. Jennings & P. Wilson, M. Shrimpton & S. Phelps-Penry, 

S. Hudson & E Lamaison, B. Kotkowska & M. Haughian, 

T. Glham & M. Kelly, M. Hay & J. White 

MENS: M. Barton-Smith & A McCullodi, S. Bakhtiar & P. Stocken, 

M. Adams & B. Jacomb, W. Johnson & D. Bland, 

FA Clinton & M.J. Braithwaite, P. Booth & J. Wilson, 
r. Edmonds &J. Nevin, N. Brroughs & AJ. Down, 

T. Fathers & N. Fried, T.D. Ogden & R- Cookson. 

p. Shanahan & D. Brown, J. Stewartfi S. Holcroft 



waiter onuii* a . 

neoiliarly inconsistent this^seasom 

was such anataindanaof 

fine play m the trouncing of Hearts 
that smne of it must surely slop over 

seen them lreep a dean sheet inffieK 

.past six matches, look equipped to 
maintain a gruelling struggic and 

Rangers in the league- Today, rirey 
. Suvrifa foce St Johnstone and may 

-5 able to field. Marc Rieper. g»- 
cenne half who is now back ui .fou 
training after a calf strain- . 

Harts, the third-placed team ^io 
take bh Dunfermline at East 
• parit today, trail Celtic by a single 
Sint ™ the Edinburgh dub wffi 
• f£dh exceedingly hardto . 

defeats by Celtic and Rangers in 
their past two fixtures. 


MIXED: P. Wright&S. Italic, J. Booty & A Knott, j. Stackers & 

J. Miltiken, B. Raven & H. Ashar, K. Lee & A Bradshaw, 

N. Paul & R. Jaffer, M. SStaram & D. Cutler, K. Stedman fi 
A Harvey, A Cockerill & & Cockerill, R. Masall & 
fi. Denny, R; Conneil & J. Connell, M. Cooper & W. Cooper, 
J. Finlay&J-Skinner, J. Newton & D. Newton, 

B. Femandc& J- Evans, H. Rogers & M. Bogue, A Kong & 
A Milne, P. White & S. Moazed, H. Amo & D. de Almeida, 

S. Stocken & E Hyde, P. Shaw & D. Body 

SOCIAL TjG.RdHy.fi A Rally, C Griffiths & L Waddington, 

H. Royiance & K. Birdsall, P. Canhdl & A Thomsen, 

M, Miller & H-Stevdis, J. Raynor & L Raynor, T. Maher & 
A Blakesley' 
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Campbell’s 





puts paid to 
Swindon 


PERHAPS it stems from re¬ 
newed confidence or freedom 
from injury. Maybe he is 
simply flattered by inferior 
opposition. Nobody at the City 
Ground is analysing the re¬ 
turn to prominence of Kevin 
Campbell. In his present form, 
his deeds are enough. 

Yesterday. Campbell was 
all too much for a scrappy 
Swindon Tbwn. Not catty did 
his game incorporate pace, 
power and menace, he also 
demonstrated a deft touch that 
ought to prompt his many 
detractors to reassess a player . 
who has endured more ridi¬ 
cule than most 
His two goals inside 12 
minutes in the first half mean 
that he now has' 12 in 21 
Nationwide League first divi¬ 
sion games this season. In 
themselves they would have 
guaranteed victory, such was 
the paucity of the response 
offered by the visitors, but' 
Andy Johnson scored a third 
before the half-hour was "up to 
ensure that the second half 
could be played at a canter; 
What a contrast to Boxing Day 
last year; when Rarest, em¬ 
broiled in a protracted take- . 
over, were bottom of the FA 
Carling Premiership, having 
been outclassed by Manches¬ 
ter United in a 4-0 defeat 
They visit Manchester City 
tomorrow in second place, 
behind Middlesbrough, but 
Campbell is unlikely to find 
City so accommodating, given 
that Frank Clark, the manae-. 
er at Maine Road. is. probably 
his biggest admirer among 
English overlords. Clark it 
was who bought Campbell for 
£25 million to replace Stan. 
CoUymore three seasons ago 
and how many Aston VtUa 



FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


STEVE MrtCHEU. 


NOTTINGHAM FOREST 3 
SWINDON TOWN 0 

By Richard Hobson 


supporters would gladly see 
Campbell replace their strug¬ 
gling striker for a second time? 

Campbell scored the first of 
his brace after ten minutes. 
Even by this formative stage of 
proceedings, the visitors con¬ 
veyed vulnerability in their 
three-man defence, and die 
manner in which Campbell 
found so much space merely 
confirmed first impressions. 
Woan supplied him with a 
short, sharp pass between 
Borrows and McDonald, and 
Campbell, running through 
unopposed, placed his shot 
inside the far comer. 

Three minutes later, Good¬ 
en drove a free kick narrowly 
wide from the edge ctf the 
penalty area. It was to prove 
Swindon's best opportunity of 
the half and possibly of die 
game. After 22 minutes, they 
went further behind and cnly 
had themselves to blame. 
Finney, extraordinarily, drib¬ 
bled the ball out of play as he 
progressed unimpeded akmg 
die left The throw was taken 
quickly and this time Camp¬ 
bell's dan was spotted by 
GemmilL Another through- 
ball; a second clinical finish. 

A dash of heads with Rog¬ 
ers meant that Thompson was. 



Campbell dudes Digby, the Swindon Town goalkeeper, to score his second goal yesterday 


receiving treatment in the 
dressing-room when Forest 
scored their third. Rogers had 
recovered sufficiently to swing 
a hanging ball in from die left 
and Van Hooijdank, stretch¬ 
ing acrobatically, managed to 
keep it in play. Not wily that, 
he also offered an inviting ball 
across goaf which Johnson, 
unmarked, headed in power¬ 
fully from dose range. 

Latch, the last defender. 


was a little fortunate to escape 
with a booking when he pulled 
down Campbell in die 42nd 
minute and Van Hooijdonk 
headed indies aver the bar 
from Woan* comer as Forest 
finish ed die half decadently. 

They could not discover 
such fluency after the interval, 
but nor did Swindon create 
many opportunities of note. 
Had Stone ended a sweeping 
move with a more accurate 


cross, Campbell might have 
completed his hat-trick with 
ten minutes remaining. He 
deserved no less. 

NOTTINGHAM FOREST (4-4-2): D Bex; 
ait — D Lyute, C Cooper. S Cheflte, A 
Rogers—S Stone (sufcr I MoofB^87mjni. A 
Johnson, S Gemma (sub: T Borate* 83). I 
Woan (sulr C Armstrong. 82) — P van 
Hoogdonk. K Campbell 
SWMDON TOWN (3-5-21 • F Digby — A 
McDonald, 8 Borrows (sub: J Dr/Ktee. 38), 
CTaytor — M Robinson, L Coins. S Latch. 
□ Thompson. T Gooden ~S Fraey isub. C 
Hoy. 54). G Ndah 
Referee: G Laws. 


Little festive 
cheer for 
managers at 
new clubs 

By David Powell 

THE managers* meny-go- 
round in the Nationwide 
League first division was not 
a merry ride yesterday. Denis 
Smith succeeded Ray 
Harford as West Bromwich 
Albion manager and lost his 
first match in charge. Mal¬ 
colm Crosby stepped into 
Smith's shoes at Oxford Uni¬ 
ted and was also beaten in his 
first march- Harford, now at 
Queens Park Rangers, was a 
loser, too. r 

West Bromwich went down 
2-1 at Reading and the other 
leading dubs upped the pace. 
Middlesbrough retained top 
position, an own goal by Gray 
giving them a 1-0 victory away 
to Huddersfield Town. 

Sunderland also strength¬ 
ened the North East's promo¬ 
tion foothold by moving into 
fifth place, goals from Phillips 
and Johnston securing a 2-0 
win over Bradford City before 
40.055 spectators, their largest 
crowd at home in the League 
for 17 years. 

Chariton Athletic, with a 2-1 
home victory over Norwich 
City, rose to third, ahead of 
Sheffield United, wfio drew 
2-2 away to Stoke City. 

Portsmouth, alone at the 
bottom before yesterday, are 
one of four dubs on 23 points 
after a 3-1 home victory over 
QPR. Pethick, McLoughlin 
and Hall scored their goals. 

Bury are bottom on goals 
scored They drew 04) with 
Tranmerr Rovers at Prenfon 
Park yesterday. Tranmere are 
also on 23 points, as are 
Huddersfield. Oxford lost by 
the only goal a Goodman 
header, away to Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Wanderers. 

The second division promo¬ 
tion race went to form, the gap 
between the automatic and 
play-off plans widening from 
14 to 16 points. But of the top 
five in the third division, only 
the leaders. Notts County, 
won, 2-1 away to Scunthorpe 
United. 


Rampant City 
expose gulf in 
promotion class 


MfLLWALL may be in the 
middle of the best season in 
their recent troubled hisiory, 
but they were made to look 
more like paper tigers than 
rampant Lions yesTerday. 
Credible Nationwide League 
second division promotion 
contenders? if this was an 
example of their best work, 
they are not about to pass any 
meaningful exams this term. 

Bristol City, on the other 
hand, looked much more like 
the real thing. Class, style, wit 
and movement are constitu¬ 
ents of a lifeblood that courses 
healthily through the side; this 
comprehensive victory was 
their thirteenth in ihe past 15 
league games. They drew the 
otter two. In anyone's lan¬ 
guage. that is promotion form, 
with knobs on. 

To be absolutely fair to 
Millwall. there are very few 
sides in the second division — 
and. most probably, not many 
more in the first — who could 
have lived with Bristol City. 
They were irresistible, a side 
without hang-ups or complex¬ 
es. a team revelling in the fact 
that they are on a roll and 
enjoying every precious sec¬ 
ond of it. 

This game, played in front 
of the biggest gate in the sec¬ 
ond division this season, had 
to start ten minutes late 
because, in spire cif the club’s 
best efforts, they had noT been 
able to get all of the crowd of 
16,128 into Ashton Gate by 
midday. John Ward, the City 
manager, ever alert to the cure 
move, used the delayed start 
as pari of his pre-match team 
talk. “I told the lads to enjoy 
the fact that they had to wait 
for another ten minutes before 
going out there.” he said. "I 
knew that if we played the way 
we could, the people who 
might have been coming 
along just because it*s Christ¬ 
mas might enjoy it enough to 
return. I think we succeeded in 
that." He could say that again. 

As. though to show how 
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BRISTOL CITY 4 
MILLWALL 1 
By Mel Webb 


impatient they were to bloody 
MiJJwaJJ’s noses, they tore into 
the a nack from the opening 
seconds and hardly let up. 
They led after ten minutes, 
when a lovely pass from Coa¬ 
ler, iheir iransfer-lisied lead¬ 
ing scorer, liberated Bell on 
the left, and his accurate cross 
was tapped in from five yards 
by Cramb. 

A long throw from Good- 
ridge found Edwards seven 
minutes later and his looping 
header went over the unavail¬ 
ing arms of the veteran, Spink, 
and into the far comer. Mill- 
wall had their only decent 
spell in the early stages of the 
second half and even had the 
temerity to score through 
Veart in the 53rd minute. The 
goal gave the scoreline the 
appearance of respectability 
that Millwall did not deserve, 
but six minutes laierTinnion's 
fierce and curling free kick 
from 30 yards gave the suspect 
Spink no chance. 

Thar, to be honest, was it- 
Game over. Taylor scored 
City’s fourth with 22 minures 
left with a stooping header 
from Tinnion’s inswinging 
free kick. What fun it all was; 
unless you happened to come 
from southeast London, that 
is. 

BRISTOL CTTY (4-4-2) K Wteleto - A 
Loefco. L Carey. S Taylor. M Bell — G 
Goodhchje (suO. S Minay. 76mnj. T 
Doherr/. R Edwards B Tirnon — S Goaier 
(uiti S Torpey. B2I. C Graffito. 

MILLWALL (5-3-2) N SpnH — D Savage. S 
FiCgerald. K Biown. B Law. L Nedl laXr F 
Surges. 27) — fi Newman. R Bow/. C 
Veart — P Snaw. h Grant. 

Referee: R Hams. 


McCarthy corners the market 


AS IF Jason Cundy and Adam 
Tanner, the Ipswich Town 
central defenders, ted not 
suffered enough in 1997, they 
were given a torrid time by 
Birmingham City at Portman 
Road yesterday with the new 
year in sight And, just when it 

r seemed that Ipswich would 
survive their mistakes'by es: 
raping with a point, the visit¬ 
ing team scored with seven 
minutes remaining from: a 
comer by Jon McCarthy. 

The 6ft 7in frame of Kevin 
Francis distracted the Ipswich, 
defence at the near post, 
allowing McCarthy's 
inswingmg cross to fly 
straight over the line. Simon 
Milton, of Ipswich, hacked the 
ball away from behind the line 
and at first it was incorrectly 
thought that Cundy. off whom 
the ball then bounced back 
into foe net, had sewed 
his third own goal of the 
, season. - 

■»> In the summer. Cundy was 
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IPSWICH TOWN 0 
BIRMINGHAM CITY 1 
. By Biff Edgar 


found to have testicular can¬ 
cer. from which he has folly 
recovered, while Tanner was 
banned for three months earli¬ 
er in tiie year after testing 
positive for cocaine. 

Nicky Forster, who formed 
a higWy effective striking part¬ 
nership with Peter Ntflovu, 
beat Tanner for pace down the 
right after only four minutes, 
but his centre was struck wide 
by McCarthy. 

Soon after. Ndlovu turned 
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Tanner inside out on the edge 
of foe penalty area arid saw his 
shot tipped behind, via the 
crossbar, by Richard Wright. 
Ipswich's outstanding 20- 
year-old goalkeeper, whose 
agility saved his side from a 
heavier defeat 

Wright one of four England 
Under-21 internationals at Ips¬ 
wich, also made a brilliantlow 
save from Ndlovu after slick 
footwork from the Zimbab¬ 
wean had left Cundy and 
Tanner standing. 

Before yesterday. Ijiswich 
had lost only one of their past 
nine games, a run that had 
coincided with tire arrival of 
David Johnson, from Bury. 
Johnson, whose six goals in 
eight games since his transfer 
have left him top scorer at 
both Ipswich and Bury, was 
kept largely in check by Steve 
Bruce, Birmingham’s veteran 
centre back, but he enjoyed 
greater success when he 
moved to the flanks. 


• The way he beat Jonathan 
Bass, and McCarthy on one 
occasion would have im¬ 
pressed any watching Jamaica 
scout considering whether to 
grant Johnson his wish of 
playing in the World Cup 
finals. 

Trevor Francis, the 
Birmingham manager, said: 
“It was a win we thoroughly 
deserved. We’ve thrown too 
many points away this season 
when we failed to finish off 
good approach play.” 

George Burley, his Ipswich 
counterpart, admitted; “I 
thought we were very poor. 
We've had a good run of late 
but today's performance was 
not up to standard." 

IPSWICH TOWN 4-4-2: R WoM — M 
(sub: A Mowbra/. 


StocfcweU. A Tarwef . 

52min), J CuxN, M Taricco — S MUon. G 
WUtems, M KoBand, R Pena—AMaWe.O 
Johnson 

BRMMGHAM CITY 4-4-2:1 Bem«t — J 
Bass, S Broce. G Ahlea S Chartloo — J 
McCarthy. S Robeson. M O'Connor. B 
Hushes (sub S Granger, 68) — N Forew, 
P Ndtovu (sub K France. 69). 

Referee: R Fumendb. 


YESTERDAY'S RESULTS 


Barnet return the compliment 


AT THE end of last summer. 
Barnet were summarily beat¬ 
en by Peterborough United. A 
scoreline of 5-1 is not forgrftten 
readily. The return fixture at 
Underhill was notable as 
much for the absorption of 
past mistakes as for two well- 
crafted goals Phil Simpson 
and Sean Devine that brought 
about a surprisingly straight¬ 
forward victory. 

For all the abuse that he 
received on his last visit, Barry 
Fry, the Peterborough manag¬ 
er. has an affection for Barnet, " 
one of his former clubs. “This 
was the biggest beating we 
have had this season, but I am 
delighted for my old team 
because [ want to see them 
promoted. I could not believe 
hearing that they might be 
kicked out of the Football 
League because Underhill 
does not meet its criteria.” 

Barnet were told originally 
by the Department for the 
Environment that a derision 
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BARNET2 

PETERBOROUGH UTD 0 
By Ivo Tennant 


over foe proposed she for their 
new ground would he made 
by Christmas. That has not 
come to pass. To their credit, 
they were unaffected by the 
uncertainty yesterday. 

In training, they had 
worked on restricting the 
number of crosses that Peter¬ 
borough’s wingers customari¬ 
ly provide for Quinn and 
Carruthers. The ploy came off. 
Quinn was restricted to long- 
range free kicks and one shot 


DR MARTENS LEAGUE: Promtar d»- 
vtson; Attvtsiarr? 2 Nunealon 2. Balh 3 
Merthyr ft Biomscrtnfe 2 Haieswai 2 
Crawley 0 Hasfnas 0. Dorchester 1 
Safcfcory ft. Fc*eti Green 1 Gloucester 1; 
Giesiey 2 Orion ft Rtthwell 1 King's Lym 
Z SrtJingboump 3 Cambridge Cray 1. Si 
Leonards 4 AstHord 1 Wwwwr 3 
TariMorth 1 Miefand dmsnn: Bedvwnh 3 
VS Ruatoy 3. Corby 1 BKaslon 5- Hrektey 1 
Sutton CoUhetd Town 3. Moor Green 2 
RedditeM 0 Poget 0 So®»4l Goto 3- RC 
Waruvicli 4 Evesham 0: Shepshed Dynamo 
4 Blakenal 1 SiourtMge 0 BJsfon Z 
Wrsbech 1 Grantham 1 Postponed: 
BracMey v Rauncte Southern dhriston: 
BdfctocL 0 Chelmstard Z Bashtev 4 
WeyrrauDi Z Ctevodon 1 Weston-S-Ma>e 
ft Darrtord 2 Enffi and Bervedere 1 
Newport AFC 2 Cmorkwd f: Newport 
ftoWl 2 Feteham i: Tontndge Angels 1 
Margate 1; Waietloowlfe 3 Havanl 2: Yale 5 
Trontondge 3 Po s t po ned Fisher v Flow: 
\V*ney v Diencesier 
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BndmcijTh 4 STitnaf T ft. Chasetown 0 
PebaD V ft Halesowen H 4 OkAurv U 3. 
Kings Notion t BoUmere St M ft 
hnypersiey V 0 Rocesiet ft. Pershorc T 2 
Strafford f 0. Sarriwell OWlid Pofcce 1: 
StapenWJ 1 Barest 4. WettteeAald 3 
WUenhaO 1 Postponed: Rusheil O v 
Btetwich Town 

WINSTOM£AD KENT LEAGUE: Firat 
dMsion: Postponed: Hythe v FdkesJme 

Imnda 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE. 
First c 2 vts»on: Buroess HU 4 Hassocks 0. 
Pagham 0 Setoey 0 Postponed: Arundel v 
Utlleriarrplon 

ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE' Ptemter tff- 
visron; Great Wakerng 2 Soithend Manor 
1. Postponed Boners v BafiAcfcn. Con¬ 
cord v HJIbridga Sports. Slansted v 
S3wtxidgeworth. 

JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE Pramier dhiisiorc Ciadan 1 Harwich 
and Partesttn 3. Fahenhsm 4 IVaHon ft 
Grcea Yamouth i Sorteaton 1. fiplree 2 
Halstead 5 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE First * 
vision: AFC litewbuy 2 Thatcham D Totten 
0 BAT ft AaoetrucKK£ 0 Eastleigh O’ 
Boumemoum 3 Wtmtcme i. Ramsey 3 
Chnstctmcfi 1 

SCREWFIX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
dMsion: Bide lord 1 Bamdapte 3 
LEAGLC OF WALES: Aberystwyth 3 
Rhayader Tarei Z Caemalon 2 
Porthmadog 2. Caertws i Itewiwm 2. 
Carnes Ynys Men 0 Bangor cay 3. Hn 
Town 1 CotTOh'SQuay 2, Havertadwea i 
Btbw Vale 4. Rhyl 0 Conwy 3 Postponed: 
We^hpocJ v Tom Nemortc Scimxns 
SMRNOFF BUSH LEAGUE Premrer 
division: BaDymena 2 Coferane 2. 
Gteritoran 1 Lmfey 1; Panedown 2 
Gteravon 0. Postponed: Ottranvife v 
CmsaJets Rise dMsion: Carrtck 0 
Sengoi 2. 

FA1 HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE Premier 
division: Bohemians 1 Deny 0. 


that he scuffed wide from 
outside the penalty area. Nev¬ 
ertheless. Peterborough, who 
were a point behind the lead¬ 
ers, Notts County, at foe start, 
still reckoned that, since they 
were playing down ihe slope 
after a goalless first half, the 
match would be won. It was a 
complacent attitude, one that 
was not worthy of arguably 
foe most talented team in foe 
Nationwide League third 
division. 

John Still, foe Barnet man¬ 
ager. feels that Peterborough's 
strength is such that they 
should be "running away with 
foe league". So he worked on 
ensuring that his team had a 
more muscular approach, but 
he was hampered in foe very 
first minute when Stockley, 
his right wing back, was taken 
off with a knee injury. 

By half-rime. Barnet had 
had the better chances. De- 
vine, their leading scorer who 
has now come off the transfer 


list, missed one opportunity 
when his left-foot shot was 
beaten out by Tyler and two 
more through lofting attempt¬ 
ed drives over foe bar. 

Yet foe goals were pleasing¬ 
ly taken. After 57 minutes, a 
decent cross by Wilson, a 
substitute, was placed past 
Tyler by Simpson, who re¬ 
mains on the transfer list. 
Eleven minutes from the end, 
as Peterborough chased an 
equaliser. Devine was sent 
clear by Harle and scored with 
only the goalkeeper to beat “ I f 
we play like that every week, 
we can win foe league." Still 
said, “and when my players 
are a little older they will 
perform like this all the time." 

BARNET (3-5-2) L Haimon — G HeakJ. L 
Hmartft. M Basham — S SlocUey (sub P 
Wiser. 3mm, sub: B Manuel 89). S Seale. 
W Goodhmd. P Sn-npsorv M Hurts — S 
Devre, S McGletsh (si* T Musfeta. 89) 
PETERBOROUGH UNITED (4-4-21 M 
Tytef — D LrtW (SLto. A Neal 67). D 
ftenne. A Edwadj. A Drury — D FaneH S 
CaJie isito N Lewis, 64). D Payne. E 
HougWon — M Caruihas (Z Rowe. 641. J 
Oimn 

Referee: B Kreghi 


Halifax lead cut by 
ageless Walker 

Non-League Football by Walter Gammie 


IT LOOKED plain sailing for 
Halifax Town, foe Vauxhall 
Conference leaders, when 
Geoff Horsefidd first released 
Jamie Paterson to score off foe 
post and then, 90 seconds 
later, drove in his 21st goal of 
the season within seven min¬ 
utes of foe start of their match 
against Gateshead at the In¬ 
ternational Stadium. Yet by 
half-time, the bottom-placed 
dub had drawn level with two 
goals by Steve Harkus and it 
stayed that way to foe finish. 

Cheltenham Town, extend¬ 
ing their unbeaten Conference 
run to 16 matches, duly closed 
the gap to four points with two 
matches in hand by beating 
Yeovil Town 2-0 at Whaddon 
Road. Give Walker, 40. and 
still going strong, scored both 
goals in the second half, foe 
first from a free kick and the 
second when putting away a 
cross by Dale Watkins. 

Although Hednesford Town 
were held H at home by lowly 
Kettering Town, for whom 
Steve Berry, the player-man¬ 
ager, scored an equaliser in 
foe second half. Morecambe. 
Rushden and Diamonds and 
Woking all strengthened their 
challenge with home victories. 

Goals by Andy Milner and 
John Norman put Morecambe 
back on a winning track 
against Southport and Colin 
West, cm loan from Leyton 
Orient, and Julien Caponee 
brought Rushden their fourth 


successive win. against 
Stevenage. Woking were given 
the breakthrough by Michael 
Danzey against Famborough 
Town and Grant Payne sup¬ 
plied a late flourish with two 
goals in two minutes. 

The biggest crowd of foe day 
— and foe Vauxhall Confer¬ 
ence season — was at Edgar 
Street, where -4.671 watched 
Hereford United overcome 
Kidderminster Harriers 1-0 in 
their first league meeting for 
3G years. No sooner had 
Hereford had Ian Rodgerson 
sent off in the 53rd minute 
than they scored foe all- 
important goal, Neil Grayson 
blasting home a penalty. 
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RUGBY UNION: BENTLEY'S MEMORABLE TRY AGAINST GAUTENG MAY NOT SAVE HIS INTERNATIONAL CAREER 


Lion with 
points 
to prove 

I f you want the vicarious [ ~ 

thrill of knowing how a JPgi SB 1 Jff | 
professional sportsman il f§ 19 8 

feels, of sharing bis gdrSa W 9 
doubts and fears, cast a glance ^ 

at the justly praised video. ja » g 

Living with Lions. In particu- SS |jw 9 9 

lar. look at the build-up to the a Osla « mm %m 


RAOUL. DPtON 


I f you want the vicarious 
thrill of knowing how a 
professional sportsman 
feels, of sharing bis 
doubts and fears, cast a glance 
at the justly praised video. 
Living with Lions. In particu¬ 
lar. look at the build-up to the 
first international that the 
British Isles played against 
South Africa, in Cape Town 
last summer. . 

The gaunt face that stares 
back at" the camera is that of 
John Bentley, bristle-haired, 
drawn, the face of a man who 
wants so much to be part of the 
international XV and who 
fears that he may not be. 
Bendey was right he prowled 
the corridors of the Newlands 
Holiday Inn as dawn was 
breaking, eagerly awaiting the 
letter from the management 
that all the playing party 
received informing them oF 
their selection. 

He opened it in private, 
spirits soaring as he read the 
word “Congratulations", only 
to find them sinking when he 
read on to find that he was a 
replacement It took Bentley 
two days before he could again 
pick up the camcorder with 
which he was recording the 
tour party's private moments, 
two days to come to terms with 
his disappointment 
In many ways Bentley, now 
31, became one of the icons of 
the tour, in part For his obvious 
pride and pleasure in sharing 
the lions' odyssey, in part for 
his Yorkshire down-to- 
earth ness and for “that" try — 
the try he scored against 
Gauteng Lions one tbundeiy 
evening in Johannesburg that 
ranks among the best scored 
by any Lion, any time, 
anywhere. 

Bentley did not realise just 
how much of a public face he 
had become until he visited 
Bath with Newcastle, his club, 
for the opening Allied Dunbar 
Premiership first division 
match of this season. A rib 
injury had prevented him 
from playing, but. as a tele¬ 
vision suminariser for the 
afternoon, he found a swarm 
of eager young autograph- 
hunters waiting for him 
where, a year earlier, he might 
have gone virtually unnoticed. 

“The tour had been difficult, 
like nothing 1 had experienced 
in my life, through the stan¬ 
dards we achieved and the 
attention we received." Bentley 
said. “We half-expected it in 
South Africa but when we 
came home, it was here, too. It 
was hard to handle. I pride 
myself on keeping my feet on 
the ground and my wife. 
Sandy, must take a lot of credit 
for that, but it was difficult 


SAILING 

Brindabella 
set back by 
sea change 

THE Swedish maxi. 
NicoreiLc. powered past 
Brindabella, of Australia, 
to lead the fleer of 114 in the 
early stages of the Sydney- 
to- Hobart yacht race 
yesterday. 

iVfeorerre. skippered by 
Ludde 1’ngvall, overtook 
Brindabella about rwo 
hours after the start of the 
0 30-mile race. Brindabella 
had swept out of Sydney 
Harbour under spinnaker 
ahead of Nice re no and the 
Hong Kong pocket maxi. 
Exile. 

Northeasterly winds of 
abuut ten knots at the start 
freshened to 25 knots, al¬ 
lowing Nicorette to use her 
superior downwind speed 
and overtake Brindabella. 

Marchioness, a former 
South African maxi sailed 
by an Australian syndi¬ 
cate, look over third place, 
just astern of Brindabella, 
the firm favourite. The 
23-metre maxi has twice 
finished second and twice 
withdrawn with broken 
gear in the past four years. 
Her owner. George Snow, 
faced a nervous night as 
the fleet sailed into heavy 
seas, similar to those of last 
year w'hen Brindabella 
was dismasted. 

The China team of Exile, 
Beau Cesteand Hi Fidelity 
lead the nine-race South¬ 
ern Cross Cup team series, 
of which the Sydney- 
to-Hobart race is the final 
(eg. 

The Australian yacht, 
Weowna Winner, was the 
first race casually. forced 
out after a collision with a 
spectator craft. 




having to talk to loads of 
people who would never have 
bothered to talk to you before." 

Bentley even found himself 
attracting the attention of pub¬ 
lishers. After the Lions tour 
ended and he was in Sydney 
with England for the ill-fated 
game against Australia in 
July, he was approached to 
make a brief contribution to a 
tour memoir, after a series of 
interviews, he found that he 
had taken over the entire 
project underpinned by the 
tour diary that he had kept 
entirely for his own satisfac¬ 
tion and that of the family that 
forms the mainspring of his 
life — his wife, his son. Lloyd, 
7. and daughters, Millie. 5, 
and Faye, nine months. The 
diary is the central thread of 
Lions Uncaged. 


T ypical, some of his 
tour colleagues might 
suggest In essence, 
Bentley is a compet¬ 
itor he played football, both 
codes of rugby and cricket in 
his native Cleckheaton. “I've 
never had anything given me. 
What I*ve had is through hard 
work and commitment to die 
job." he said. 

He played for Otley and 
Sale, as a centre, and was 
capped twice by England on 
the wing in 1988, at the age of 
21; inevitably he moved to 
rugby league, with Leeds, 
where he worked as a police¬ 
man. Inevitably, because as a 
boy he had stood on the 
terraces watching rugby 
league. “1 was always going to 
be a rugby league player, not' 
for the money but because I 
wanted to play at professional 
level," he said. 

Far enough, given that dur¬ 
ing his career with Leeds and 
Halifax he played for Great 
Britain before rugby union 


FOOTBALL 
KScJi-ofi 30 unless staled 
Pods coupon numbers si braefoeu 

BelTs Scottish League 
Premier division 

I4Q) Aberdeen v Mdhenwl. 

141) Duntermhne v Hearts. 

(42) Hibernian v KUmamocK . . 

(43) Rangers v Dundee Utd . . .. 

(44) St Johnstone v Gafin; .. 

First division 

(45) Airdrie v St Mirren. . 

(46t Ayr v Greenort Morton. 

(47) Dundee v Fatak .... 

(48) Hanvllon v Psmck . 

(49) Surfing v Bam. 

Second division 

(—) Clydebank v Clyde . 

(—) Foriar v Brecfwi.. 

(—1 Inverness CT v East FKe ... 
f—) Sienhousemuv v Lwrngsttn 
t—) Stranraer v Queen Ol South . 
Third division 

I—) Bewick v Dumbarton. 

i—> Covwtenbeath v Ross County . 

(—) Easr String v ABoa. 

1—1 Montro&a v Afbroaiti . .. . 
(—) Queen's Park v Aibron. 


DR MARTENS LEAGUE: Premier (fivienon: 
Astilons v Barnwell. Cambridge Cdy v 
Foteti Green Gloucester v Grate/ Mar- 
ihyr v Worcester City. Ntsieaton v 

jinngbourre. Salisbury v St Leonards 

Southern dWskm: Ondeitard v Wimey: 
Farenam v Tonbridge Angela Fteer T v 
Oevedon Havant v Newport AFC: Margate 
v Basnley. Weston-super-Mare v 
W«ertOT74e. Weynouirt v Darttoid Mid¬ 
land division: Stfston v Moor Green: 
Reddrtch v Sourbndge. SaiihuU Boro v 
Wcboch Town, Stafford v Bodworth 
UNIBOND LEAGUE: Premier dMsfoft 
AJlrcron v Bishop Auckland, Altivcham v 
Leigh RMI; Barrber Brrfgs v Aearofcn 
Siontey: FrtcUey » Emtey. Gwsetey » Btyfri 
Statens Lancaster v Barrow; Runcorn i 
Colwyn Bay. Firstdfrisfort Ashion Urirtcd v 
Drorfedon: Befocr Town v Eastwood Town. 
Great Harwood v Bradford Pu Auk Lincoln 
United v Faroley Coflfo- Srocksbridge PS i 
Woiteop: TraWortJ v Reran; WWttey Bay v 
Grema, Whilby v Harrogate Tomt. 
WsftaTgrm v NeffteffteU. 

HYMAN LEAGUE: Premier eSvbton: 
Chtsham v Ayk&bHV. Dulwich <t 
KfogsWHn; Enf-ac v Bersham Wood. 
Gravesend and Northflwt v Bionucy. 
Hendon v H»«wr. Heybrtigo v Bishoos 
Stanford. CMord Cny v Basingstoke. 
Rjrffefll v D«cnham and Redbridge. St 
Albans v HtcWn; Sutton Urwad v Car- 
Uultan. Yoadsw v Walton and Harsham 
F*?f ifiittrofK Arwadcn Town v Thame 
LMed; A'derafwt Town v Wctungham 
Sawn Hovers v BcrWiamsted: Eitoncay v 
Giay^'Bognor Ftegts v Worttvng. Owfoey v 
Siames- Croydon v Motecy. Hampton v 
Madanhc-nJ- Leyton Pennant v Romford. 
Uvbrdge v Wfemuer Whytnleale v 
LvcheOKMi Second dhtetor: Branwe v 
Wnrenhoe: Fdgwam Choshun:. tqham v 
Wtxlsa and Eteri. Horsham v Banssad. 
Huvgeiloid v Bracfoieil, Leohron Town v 
Sedtord T; Marfow v OWfort 3 Peter. 
Nortfw>wvWoakiaor»: Tibwyv&artung; 
Tooling and v 1*a Pator. WKham 

vC® 1 '%teland Thnd dlwsiorr Cormttvan- 
Cjsuafs v CaiTberlev Town East Thurrock v 
Avotey; Epswn and Bmi v Ciavdon: 
fiaUw*n Heath v H Hempstead. Ford 
Unted v Clapton. Harts** v Homchurdr 
Herdonf v Ware. Kingsbury v Wingate and 
Fnchiay: lawaa v Ocvking. Sotrthti v Tmg. 



Breaking barriers; Bentley, an International in both codes, has become a household name after the successful lions tour 


embraced professionalism 
and Bentley, while still with 
Halifax, joined the emerging 
Newcastle side. He scored 25 
tries in their destruction of 
nearly every other second- 
division dub, won selection for 
the Lions but this season has 
been like a yo-yo, made up of 
highs and lows with which 
several other Lions would 
identify. 

“I had a frustrating injury 
which took some time to get 
over and Newcastle Iwho con¬ 
tributed five players to the 


COMPLETE MU3C HELLENIC LEAGUE 
Premier (fond on: Abingdon v Bicester 
Banbury v North Lo^i: Burnham v Kribury: 
Carterton v EndsWgti. Fartord v 
Sbortwxxl. Halen v Abnondsbunf. SrvUr- 
drsn Supermartie v l+gtiwarth: Tufltey v 
Harrow He, Wamage v Oidoot 
WINSTON LEAD KENT LEAGUE Hurt 
division: Chatham v Shappey (3 15). 
Cortrttuar v Slade Green: Cray v Eran 

§ 15): QockonMT v Swartey Furness 
15): Favereham v Ramsgate; Greenwich 
v Tharrwsmead (215): LonJswood v 
Cainerfcury (215): Tirimdge Wells v hfome 
Bay. VCD v Beckenham (2151. WMsrabie 
form v Deal 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE: First 
dhriston: Hateham v Rlngmer Langney 
Sports v Hasteoume Town: Mie Oak v 
Whdehawlr. Peacehavnn and Tufecomoe v 
Salldean. Portfiakl v Ovchester: RecW v 
Horsham YMCA; Wick v Shoreham. 
SCREWFUC DIRECT LEAGUE Pwmior 
dMston: Brtdp-xT v Chard; Chippenham v 
Caine Keynsham v Srtsfingiibn: Man- 
goisfr*! Unled v Bread Manor Form, 
fitetksnam v WesTtwry. PauHon R v Odd 
Down Taunton u Bnagewater Tiverton v 
Bmae: Tomngron v BadnMsfl. 

MINERVA SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS 
LEAGUE: Senior cSvtekm: Amolhill v 
Mercedas Benz: CadcutgtDn v Hoimcr 
Green: Houghton * New Bradwed. 
LeversKxk GreenvSteftngton. ftsbotoigh 
v Bgqlaiswade. Stony Saattaid v Kent Hv? 
6! Rl v Winslow: TottemhoevTnng 
£NDS1BGH MIDLAND COMBINATION! 
Premier «*vis4oit Atveehurch v Studtey 
BKL: Solerill Swtts v MW KA; Chestyn Hay 
v David Lfoyd AFC. CdteshHJ v Cornnetrol 
Star Dudley Sport; a Boston ce mmnn y 
Cdtege. Handrahan Tanbere v WarcBs!»<j. 
FfighgaM v Knowle. Massey Ferguson v 
Southam: WeSasboump v Kordworth 
COURAGE COMBINED CXKJNTES 
LEAGUE Premier dtaston: Ash a 
Fartiem; Bodfont v FeRnam. Cnesanglon 
and Hook v iVestteAJ: Chipsfcad v 
Mcraham. Gotham v. Vting Sport*, 
Crantetgn v Gadairreng and GuiHcad- 
Harttey Winmey v Reading Tom, Netf^me 
v Haynes Pare Vale. Sandhurst a Cove. 
VriHlcn Casual v Ashford 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE, first 
dwraron: Wharton Cotoies a Afteror. LR. 
Burscougfl v Nantwch Ton: OvtddaTon v 
HosswtWB: CwnenM v Bfodooctf Rover,. 
Hoftor OUt Boys v Dmikk Wans Rood v 
Salford: Motmay v Gtcssop North End; 
Newasflo Town v kjdsgfovc. RansooIJiam 
v H*6ngdm: a Helens v Prescot Catfo's. 
Wa/rrgion v VounraD GM 
BANKS'S BfiEWEHY LEAGUE Premier 
dMsion: Bkuwich S v Wolverhampton C. 
Srierfey Hill T v Lye Tohk CrartfeY Town v 
EttmtjshaH. Dariaiion v Lud¬ 

low t v Kingian Town; TiyxJafo v Gomel A; 
Wafca!l Wood v Stafford T; Wasrhetts v 
fAahemT WbtvafflampranvSfouiparrs 
JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES 
LEAGUE Premier division: Disa v 
Stowmaiitet. UwcstQft v WtoJiam. Now- 
mareet v Biay Town: Saham v Ely. Sudbury 
v Sudbury. Waftoyo v Hetan Wiwdbndgc 
Town v Mtafonr? P end T. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE Rrs» dt- 
viatan: Brock enhuis; v Lyrmngtorr Dcurton 
v Berwwon Hoalh. Easl Craws v Cowes 
Sfwts: G«port v Portsmouth VAt .’church 
vAndowsr 

UHLSPORT UNITS) COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE: Premier division: Cojorhoo i 
Northampton Spwwai. Ford Sports v Long 
BucKiy, Hotoeach v Boston, KeimWan v 
ntocon; Sfuklrg v Bexam. SWOfo v 
Patton: Wilttn^orcxjgb v Dcsborough 
Yanley v S and L Corby 


Lions) wanted to make sure 
that we were all bade in club 
mode. That was fair enough, 
but I became frustrated that 
we couldn't just walk bade in 
and play the brand of rugby 
we had played in South Africa. 
I got a bit emotional and said 
some things in private that 
you wouldn’t normally say. 

“I came back to Newcastle 
after the four autumn interna¬ 
tionals. got my head down and 
worked hard to make sure I 
regained a regular place. My 
wife tells me I won’t play 


representative rugby again, 
purely because of the ages she 
sees in the international pro¬ 
grammes. but 1 have such a 
strong belief in my own game. 
If you can show me a wing 
who can run round me ten 
times out of ten and who is 
fitter than me. maybe l‘d step 
aside." 

One of the autumnal highs 
was selection for England 
against South Africa, Bentley’s 
fourth cap but his first at 
Twickenham; ironically he 
was replaced during that 


GUIDE TO THE WEEKEND FIXTURES 


WTERUWv EXPRESS ALLIANCE: Barwfl 
v Oldbury, BtowMcri Town v PateaS V. 
Knypersloy V v Kings Norton: Rocestef v 
Hafesowon H; RushaB 0 v SWrad T; 
SandwS v Wednestett W Mtd Potoa v 
StapenM: WBortia# v Perahoie T 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE: 
Premter dwtafon: Atirthoroe WaKare v 
Dwiaby. Brega Tovm v GtesstaugMon 
Welfare, Eccte&tfflvCucon Asfilon: Mattby 
MWvHartteWMairiQssen Albion vOssetl 
Town. Pickering v Hucfcnan Town. Ponte- 
Itecl Cols v Norm Ferrby. Setoy v Thaddev: 
Sheffield v Lhwsedge 
AHNOTT INSURANCE NORTH LEAGUE' 
First dSviaion: Consett v Easnglort Dur¬ 
ham v Croc*. Murtor v Oirasion Fedcva- 
terv RTM Newcastle v Penrtb: Seabam 
Red Srar v Steckfon. Tow Law v Shfldcn 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Carmarthen Town v 
C-Mnbran p 30j. Wcr ’Ceble-Tel v Barry 
(330) 

SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE: Premier 
dhrtsion: Ards v Omagh. First tSviaion: 
Baflydare v Lame: Dungannon Smfts » 
Limavady Untied; Newiy v DisWteiy 
FAI HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Premtor oavtsiorr Fmn Harps v DundNk 
{? JOf Sago v Drogheda 17301 
PRESS & JOURNAL HIGHLAND 

LEAGUE: Btera V Wek Academy: 
Dewwmote v Bockic These, Fort WBlam v 
Ciachracuddm; Frasarbuigh v Peterhead. 
Huniy v Cove. Lossemaum v Elgin: Naim 
Cowfly v F a te s Mechanics, RoffteS v 
hath 


RUGBY LEAGUE 
SDK Cut Chefienge Cup 
Second round 

Chalesicn v Saddlewonh 12 0) . 
Second round replay 
Unrt fJrrwre v Walnay Cenlral [2.01 ■ 
Club matdi 

Huddenfedd v Waflirigton [2 30j . 


Bath .. . 

Gloucester 
Wesps .. 


FOOTBALL 
kk* -off 3 0 ir.tes saad 
' denoss aiurcxet march 
Poets, coupon ru-ricra h braOiCB 

FA Carting Premiership 

111 Bamrfey v Derby. - . . 

O aadtbum v Oystal Palace... 

13) Covt-ntr/ v Manchester Uk) ........... 

(4) Ewart on v Bottci .. 

•5) L«k3s v Aston Yd!a.; 

/6/ Lecester v Sna (field Wed 
i ) Newcastle vLirerpool (50) . 

|7) Toatenftam v Arsenal. 

(8) Wirntfedonv West Ham .. 

Nabonwide Lflague 
First division 

191 B tfi iiingh am v Tranmara- 

(lOi Bradford v hfoddersfield .. ■- 

flli Bi«yvCravw .. 

(12) Man Cfly v NomnWam Ftxesl 
(l3l -j StoCkptXT . 

|T4) * Oxford Utdv Surfoeriand. 

1 151 Pori Vele v WohrertwnplDn (1 ... 

{MS <yftv Reading .... 

M7) Sheffield Udv Charlton (1 0) -.... 

(18) Swimfon v Ipswich .. 

119} Was; Bromwich v SJokf 
MTERUNK EXPRESS ALLIANCE- Bold, 
mera Sr M v Brtdgnonh. 


HOOKEY 

DICK HOLLANDS MEMORIAL MATCH: 
Cheam PreskJert's » v Owem London 
Transport ground. North Cheom. noon). 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL: Budumfoar Leaguw B* 
mtngham Bufleisv Newcastle Eagfes [7 JO). 
ICE HOCKEY: Express Cup: Netrca&Se 
Cabas v Am Scottish E&los irf3C0; 
Manchester sotm V BradtnM Bees C7 0): 
Nomngham Parthws v Basingsfota Bison 
(7.n. 

LACROSSE: Shepherds Friendly Society 
League: PremMr dMsfon: Stockport v 
Bcardman and Eocies: Huknerana v 
Cheadt® FfowScn v Heaton Mertey; 
ronperigy v Sralfleid Urw, Old Wdoorvans v 
Meta 

RUGBY UNION 

Kfc*-ofl J 0 unless stated 
Allied Dunbar Premiership 
Fast dhrtsion 

Btsiol v Newcastle (£0). 

Gtoucesrer v Richmond . 

Harlequins v London Irish .-. 

Northampton v Wasps. 

Sale v Bah ... 

P w D L e A Pis 
Saracens „ fl 7 o 1 216 125 M 

Nencasne...... 6 6 0 0 too 109 12 

Lflfcesw - 7 5 0 2 191 134 10 

Richmond. 8 4 0 4 187 159 8 

Hartmans 7 4 0 3 187 188 8 

Safe.- 7304232201 6 

Northampton. 7 3 0 4 153 Ml 5 

Bath .. .. 6 3 0 3 176 169 6 

Gloucester . 6 2 0 4 147 149 4 

Wasps ... 5 1 0 4 109 153 2 

London buh . 6 1 0 5 00 100 2 

Bristol ... 7 1 0 6 92 252 2 

Second dMwon 

Fykte v Bedford (20).. . 

wjseteyvftaherham --- 


TOMORROW 


Second division 

120) Blackpool v Wrexham.. 

I?1l Bnsiol Rovers, v Bournemouth — 
122} Chesterfield v York . . 

(23) Fufiram v Bnstol Cay (noon) .. 

(24) Grimsby v Preston (T.OJ .......- 

i25) MitwaU v Luton .. 

l2ffl Northampton v WafaaB (noon) . 

(2/t Oldham vBunley (10) . 

(28) Southend v Wycombe (noon) ... . 

G9) WaBordv Plymouth. .. 

(30) ’ iWgon vCartste (noon). 

Third dMsum 

l3ilOiesierv Scunthorpe. 

(32) Efflter v Tort)uay ((T.O). 

(33) Leyton Orient v Doraastw 

134) Macctesttetd v Rochdale. 

(35) Mansfield v UncDtr: (noon) . 

(36) Noes County v Hartlepool ... . 

g 7) Peterborough v Bnghion. 

B) Rothwham v HU1 (noon). 

139) Scarborough v Dtringion . 

l—l Shrewsbury v Cardin (noon). 

(—) Swansea v Barnet.. 

DR MARTBVS LEAGUE: Premfot dtvWoiv 
Burton Altaian v Bramsgrovc, Hastings v 
Bath. King's Lynn v Aiteraana Southern 
rfivtdarr Ctawnslord v Nanporf '{foWJ;" 
Qtmoesaar Toren v Bafckxfe Erfih and 
Belvedere v Yata. Mifflend ttMahoK 


Coventry... 
Moselay—. 


12 7 0 5 221 303 
11 6 0 5 214 215 


as 


Gallard 


By Mark Souster 

A WEEK ago Jon Calferd’s “SSSLSSL- 1 ** ^ 


goalkiduug ensured 
Bath readied the final of the 
Heineken Clip but as others 
have found in' the past, repu¬ 
tations count for nothing at 
the Recreation Ground. As 
the dub seeks to restore some 


me cud be^outscored three tries to 

SSSS^tSSSBS W 

against _Sale at Hqwood “>™*”"“^ d; - Idc an>-l 


Road, Callard has been 
replaced by Matt Perry, the 
2 >^ear-oId who established 
himself as the England full 
back in the autumn- 
Despite kicking five penally 
goals against Pau, Callard is 
on the replacements’ bench, 
as is Victor Ubogu, the scorer 
of the Bath try last Saturday, 
who is dropped in favour of 
John M alien. Perry has 
played, the past two games at 
centre and is one of four 
changes, two of them of a 
positional nature, made by 
Andy Robinson, the coach, as 
Bath look to improve on an 
unaccustomed eighth place in 
the Allied Dunbar Premier¬ 
ship first division. 

Mike Catt partners - 
Pbfl de Clanvifle in 
midfield, with Rich 
Butland, who is on 
the transfer list com¬ 
ing in at ‘ fly halt 
while in the pack 
Brian Cusack re¬ 
places German 
Llanes at lock. The 
game today is the- 
first in a potentially 
decisive batch of four 
league matches with 
Northampton. Rich¬ 
mond and Newcastle 
all looming on the 
horizon, a schedule 
that will force the Calla 
dub to rotate' its ' 
squad. To date Bath have lost 
three of their six league 
games, the most recent of 
which was a record 50-23 
defeat by Saracens. . . 
. An ll-£ defeat away to Sale 



in April ended Bath's hopes of referee's requirements, other- 
preventing Wasps from win- wise we risk a repeat of the 


ning the league last season, 
but the champions have en¬ 
dured a spectacular fell from 
grace. They stand tenth In the 
table and last won in the 


Northampton episode," he 
said. Gloucester are without 
Che Saint-And re brothers — 
Philippe is injured and 
Raphael dropped. Audley 


game by Austin Hialey, a 
player with whom be identi¬ 
fies strongly. One of his new 
year challenges is tb re-estab¬ 
lish his International creden¬ 
tials, ahead of Healey, David 
Rees, Adedayo Adebayo and 
Tony Underwood, his dub 
colleague. * 

“I nope to remain involved, 
with Newcastle and England, 
but Ill reassess things at tire 
end of the rugby union season, 
when my dub contract ends; 
I’ll be realistic, IH know if the 
time has come for a change. " 


p w D L F A Ft* 
Badtard...... 11 11 0.0 3B7 170 22 

LScotbcri 12 8 0 4 300 228 Ifl 

One*—II 7 0 4 25T 177 14- 

Watatoo_ 12 7 0 5 290 2SS U 

WHantepod 11 7 0 4 25® 224 14 


Raherttein.. 11 5 0 6 283 214 10- 
BJacfcriaath . 12 5 0 7 270 209 10 

Ex*to... 12 3 0 9-198 282 5 

Watotatl ... 12 2 0 10 203 290 4 

FyWe__ 11 1 0 10 148 321 2 

Jewson National League 
First division 

Hanogate vWhartedate (2.15) . 

Leeds v toforc&stef... .. 

London Welsh v Rosslyn Part* (215). 

MorteyvOttey ... — -.. -. 

Noltiffiyiani v Nwfoury. .. 

Reading v Lydney (2.15).. 

Rugby v Lfvwpool St Hafens. 

Second tSvteion north 
HincUey v Sedgtev Part: J23Q).... 
Lichfield v Prosran Grasshoppers (2 30) 

ftaieaton v Manchester (230) . 

Sandal v Ksndal (2.15).. 

Srefflohj v BinnMtamSaauM (230).. 

W^saA v Aspatne (2 30). 

VWmrogkjn Paik v SlQurOridge (230) 

Second division south 
Cheftenham v North Wafaham (2 30).. 

Esher v Bndgwater (2 15). 

Henley vCSfton(2Gtf. 

Mel Pofoe v Havant . 

Ptymouih v Cambertey (2.30)... 

Tabard v Bartang (2 ia. 

WeslQrvsupgr-Mare v Redruth. 

Welsh League 
Premier dhrtsion 

BreJg«fovEbbwVate(20]. 

UanelM v Caidlft (2.0).. 

Neath v Newport (2-0)... 

Swansea v Pontypridd (60). 


Blakanal * Hinckley Ukt. Evesham v 
Bracktey Tom: Raunfo T v ShatsheO D: 
Susan Cokffiold Tmm v Cbrtiir VBflugtiy v 
RCWarartdi 

FAI HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Premter dhrtsion; Cork v ShaBxxirar 
Shamrock v Kiikenry. UCD v Si Patrick's 
Am p 15). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
SWc Cut Ghaflsnge Cup 
Second round 

MytonWamorov Norland (11.0).. 

CUJB MATCH; Brarrfoy v HunsW (noon) 
BURTONWOOD BREWERY LANCA- 
SHBBE CUP; Final: Waterhead v Wigan 
Ftesa Bf (at SaddlowOrth Rangers. 2ti) 
JENNINGS CUMBRIA CUP; Fin*' 
Srougten RR v EBertmtiugh (at Danner* 
Park, Worifo^on, 1.0} 

OTHER SPOHT - _ . 

BASKETBALL: 8udweiser League Ches¬ 
ter Jets v London Towers (SIB); 
Manchester .Gams y Loposids I850 j; 
NcwasUa Eagles v Watford wvate (SISJ): 
Shtrtiold Sharia* Qyst^ Patera (E. 0 ). 

ICE HOCKEY: Enron Cup; Ayr ScoNEri 
Eagles v Manchester Starn (S 30n 9me*t 
is v Brachnel Sees (830); Basry 
atotve B«an v Newcastle Cohra* (8J3L ■ 


PWDL P ATBPls 
Swansea 6 5 0 1 228 10531 5 20 

PonwpricW. G 4 1 1 1B3 9725 5 IB 

Cardiff. 6 4 i 1 17013517 1 14 

Urn* .... 6 3 0 3 16513320 2 11 

BbkwVala.. 6 3 0 3 1T7 17613 1 10 

Bndgend. 6 2 1 3 111 22812 0 7 

Nsmn.8 J 1 4 138 18817 1 5 

Newport .. G 0 0 611217310 1 1 

First cflvtaion " 

Aberavon v Tratxchy (ZQ ). 

Bonymaen w Poniypool (2.0). 

Cross Kays v Uandovery (2.0). 

Uaesteg v Atertitay (2.3p>. 

Merthyr v Newbridge fe.O).- .. 

Soutfl Wales Pofice v Rumney (2.0). 

Carellll Inst vDunvani(20)... 

PWDL F ATBPls 
CeetpWfty. 1715 0 2 825 2727911 58 
Aberavon. 18.12 2 2451 26265 8 48 
Troorchy . 1611 O 542928061 B 4 1 
SWPohce 16 8 0 8 42032261 8 32 

Merthyr IB 8 3 5 3QS28645 '3 30 

Uandtwery 16 8 0 8 324 28340 4 28 

Durwant .16 7; 833839837 3 23 
Bonymaen 18 7 0 9 28026138 3 24 

Cross Keys 18 7 1 8302 32231 2 24 

Aberttoy 18 7 1 8 274 321 33 2 24 

Nwfcrldga 16 7 0 927032727 3 24 
Bteckwoad 17 7 010299 43839 2 23 
Cardffl bra 18 4 012 358 45949 9 21 
Runrtejr..., 15 0 1 830340537 1 20 
Maesleg 15 5 01027139228 1 18 
Poniypool 16 4 1 1128360535 1 14 

SECOND DIVISION; Abereynan v St 

Pater's: Pyle v Tondu; Knifig HR v 
yaradgyntetr. Mountain Ash v Wtwiand; 
IksTtow! v Tenby tinted; Narbedh v 


Tennanta Premi e rship 
First division 

Edinburgh Acada v Slirfirte County (2.0) 

JecFForestv Curie (SO).* 

Meftose v Havridi (2.0)___ 

Watsonlans v Borewghmuir (2.0). 

Wort ol Scotland v HarioTe FP (2.0).... 

PWDL FA TBPh 
Melrose.... 4 4 0 0 100 40 0 2 18 
Wateonlare. .4 3 0 1 137 48 0 2 14 
StWngCo.. 430T8252O1 13 


WdScM... 3 2 0 1 80 22 0 2 10 
Jadfonxl.. 4 2 0 2 72109 0 1 9 

Hawk*- 3102445900 4 

102265000 4 
Edinburgh A 3 0 0 3 2S 75 0 1 1 

HoricTeFP 3002276800 0 
Cume -3002 14 6400 o 

Second division 

maser v Gaia (sg... •. 

Dundee HSFP v Paebfoa O 0 ). 

Kebo v Gfosgow Hawks ( 2 . 0 )_1" 

KJlmamock v Wriicakty (2.0). .. 

Preston Lodge v Mussaftxirgh (it))- 

PWDL F ATBPto 
OasgowH. 4400136 4003 19 
JW?--- J 3 0 1102 56 0 2 14 

- 4-3 0 ) 97 61 0 2 14 

WftwWy., - ■*302797201 9- 

Kammck 42026/ 7001 B 
Pastes 4 1.1 2 82 GO 0-2 -'8 
4 2 o a -78 111 Q o I 

L tondee . • a 1 0 Z *9 81 0 5 8 

,Mu33efourHh3 0 1 2 '26' 53 0 1 3 

Presrni \ — 4 0 0 4 33125 o o 0 

TWrddivWon 

Aberdeen QSFPv Gtennshea (20) 
Oaseow Souham v Ayr { 2 . 0 ) Z': 
G«do«anavS8U<ac(i{J)._. .... 

VHflh^Jonfanhiil (2'ffl 
Stevwrf a Mei FP v Stewartiy g 0)... 


Scotland to 
bring back 
trial game 

By Kevin Ferrie 

SCOTLAND’S selectors are to 
reintroduce the' international 
trial match at Myreside, in 
Edinburgh, on January 7. It 
will be confined to home- 
based players and will take 
place three days after the 
deciding round of inter-district 
championship matches, which 
double as qualifying ties for 
European competition next 
year. 

This trial will give the 
selectors a chance to assess 
players before the Scotland 
and Scotland A matches at the 
aid of January." Jim Telfer, 
the national director of rugby] 
said. “It also gives players the 
opportunity to make an 
impression." 

That hardly addresses the 
reasons why the trial was 
scrapped after last being 
plaj«d four years ago. It 
allowed close rivals to be 
compared but there was mini¬ 
mal preparation time and it 
did not indicate how individ¬ 
uals would fit into the national 
team’s framework. 

■ The five nations' champion¬ 
ship warm-up with Italy takes 
place on January 24; the 
weekend of the Tetley’s Bitter 
Cup fifth round in England 
Several clubs still in that 
competition have contenders 
for Scotland places in their 
stjuads and although the Scot¬ 
tish .Rugby Union has dis¬ 
missed speculation that 
several key exiles may not be 
available for the Italy game, 
there could be a conflict of 
interest. 

Ridiie Dixon, the national 
coach, has announced that 

“every position is there to be 
for". But whether a 
trial is the best arena for that 
particular competition re¬ 
mains to be seen.. 



winning campaign: 

In contrast. J aa 
McGeechan, tte 
ton director of rugb>. tes 
been delighted with the clubs 
turnaround, most recently at 
Richmond, where, despite 


McGcechan said: "Ideally I 
would like us to return to tr^ 
scoring mode, but Grayson is 
kicking so well that any side 
conceding penalties against 
us is lifcelv to pay a pnee. 
Northampton are unchanged 
with Ian Hunter, having 
returned to fitness, among the 
replacements. 

For their part Richmond 
travel to Gloucester for their 
Fourth league match in 14 
days. John Kingston, the 
director of rugby, is toying 
with his options in the hack 
row and at scrum half, where 
either Agustin Pichot or Andy 
Moore will play. Still smart¬ 
ing from their first home 


Gallard’s reparation counts for little 


defeat in two years last week, 
Kingston has been drumming 
into his side , the need to play 
to the referee. 

“We simply have to leant 
the importance of meeting the 


-Jeague~bq August. 30,. On ' Lumsden and Brian Johnson. 

- pnseirt Torar they^vift^ hot their new signing from 

f ’ 8X6 P a * re< * on *k e 

their past two away games. After a narrow European 
although they have only won Conference semi-final defeat 
once at home tins season. by Agea Newcastle aim to 
Wasps clinched the title at keep the pressure on Saracens 
Franklins Gardens last sea- at the top of the table and 
son and today welcome bade should do so at die expense, of 
Will Green after injury, add- Bristol who have won only 
ing the locks, Damian Cronin once this season. Newcastle 

- and Simon Shaw, and the are on the crest of a wave, 

flanker, Buster White, to their ■ having won their past 12 
pack, which will be sorely games in succession, and may 
tested by Northampton’s recall Jim Naylor at the 
heavyweight forwards. expense of 'either John Bent- 

Shaw said: “We are not ley or Tony Underwood, 
performing when it matters. Harlequins, beaten by 
This season we haven’t strung Leicester last week, should 
anything together, - while our restore normal service against 
defence has proved poor in London Irish. 
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RUGBY UNION: PREMIERSHIP LEADERS GO DOWN TO THEIR FIRST DEFEAT 
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Journey with England 
has only just started 


.Til 3 
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Pienaar, the former Sooth Africa captain, is upended as he leads a Saracens attack in the desperately dose match with Leicester 



Saracens,..,;__21 

Leicester..22 


By JDavid Hands 
RUGBY CORRESPONDENT 


JOEL STRANSKY has' 
dropped some significant 
goals in his time — notably 
that whicfrwon the World Cup 
in Johannesburg two years 
ago — but. yesterday, in the 
more prosaic surrounds of 
Watford, his goal in the eighti¬ 
eth minute, brought to an end 
the unbeaten record that has 
taken Saracens to the top of 
the Allied Dunbar Premier¬ 
ship. 

Now only one victorious run 
remains, that of Newcastle, 
who play Bristol today and 
have to travel to Leicester on 
Tuesday for another game 
which could well match the 
intensity and aggression 
which characterised, and at 
rimes disfigured, yesterday's 
match. 

Yet the exchanges which 
brought four yellow cards, two 
for each club, in die first 

uarter were long forgotten by 

e time the game reached its 
nail-biting dimax in front of 
1-L29I spectators, by far the 
biggest crowd Saracens have 
attracted. With 12 minutes left 
the scores were level at 16-16; 
with nine minutes remaining 
a delightful try by Richard 
Wallace suggested that Sara¬ 
cens were poised for victory. • 

Yet neither side had con¬ 
trolled the game in the way 
they wanted: Saracens, keen to 
win quid; rucked ball and 
play wide,, could not do so - 
while Leicester, time after 
time; turned over possession 


' and, when they retained it 
played through their back row 
and the high balls of Stransky. 
Never were Leicester's failings 
more evident than when Lloyd 
was stripped in midfield, leav¬ 
ing Bracken and Bennett to 
send Wallace 40 metres to the 
line. 

But Bob Dwyer, Leicester’s 
director of rugby, scared the 
moment to send on fresh legs, 
two forward replacements 
helping cany the game to 
Saracens and earn first territo¬ 
ry. then p amts. With four 
minutes remaining Stransky 
reduced foe. margin : to two 
points with a simple penalty 
goal and then watched his 
pack von. three successive 
rucks before dropping from 30 
metres the goal that won foe 
match, 

Amazmgfy it was Leicester's 
first away win in league rugby 
for nearly a year,-nor was 
there any great style to their 
display.. In the middle of a 


demanding run, they are not 
concerned about pleasantries. 
"We wanted to take them on 
up front," Dwyer said. "We 
have the best pack since I have 
been at the dub. There was no 
Way we could do it easy." 

Nor did they. Johnson and 
Grewcock received the first set 
of matching yellow cards after 
a brawl and Rowntree and 
Paul Wallace received, foe 
second set after a series of 
mean-tempered scrums and it 
took the two teams until foe 
interval to work some season¬ 
al indigestion from their 
systems. 

At times. Leicester's defence 
was near to breaking, notably 
when Pienaar himself strode 
through just after half-time 
and again when the South 
African was mown down by a 
wonderful cover tackle from 
Garforth. 

At foe heart of Saracens’ 
efforts, too. was Diprose, their 
captain, a consistent provider 


X 



Stransky, clutching the ball, hails the final whistle 


of iineout ball and a deft 
handler in the loose. As 
Lynagh and Stransky ex¬ 
changed penalties. Diprose 
wound up his forwards so as 
to allow his halfbacks to take 
control of the game in a way 
that Leicester, with Serevi 
enduring a difficult day at 
scrum half, could not 

Lynagh. dropped the 
20-metre goal which gave his 
team the edge at the interval 
but Leicester roared into foe 
second half, coaxing a penalty 
award after Pienaar fisted 
away Back's offending hand at 
a scrum near foe Saracens' 
line. . 

Stransky accepted ' the 
chance to "level and then sent 
into orbit, foe kick which 
Gavin Johnson, another of the 
four South Africa internation¬ 
als involved, could not gather. 
Rowntree drove from foe nick, 
Stransky looked for the gap 
and sent van Heerden career¬ 
ing to die line for foe game’s 
first try, which also seemed to 
break some ice. 

Saracens' response, though 
it took some time, seemed 
definitive: sleight of hand be¬ 
tween Diprose and Bracken 
opened the way for Constable. 
The Australian swerved be¬ 
tween two defenders and past 
Leeds before outpacing 
Healey. A nerveless conver¬ 
sion from touch by Lynagh 
pulled foe scores level once 
more. 

When, three minutes later, 
Wallace scored from a similar 
distance of 40 metres. Sara¬ 
cens were set fair and would 
have been even better off had 
Lynagh not pulled the far 
easier conversion wide. As 
matters turned out it was an 


expensive miss. Leicester, who 
have known some disappoint¬ 
ments themselves in the dos¬ 
ing stages of big matches — 
notably cup finals — gritted 
their teeth. Their six points in 
four minutes earned them 
their first away win over 
Saracens in three years and 
has made life at the top of foe 
table that much more 
interesting. 


SOORBtS: Someone Tries Constable 
(68man), R Waive (71). Conversion: 
Lynagh Randy goals: Lynagh 2 (5. 26) 
Dropped goal: Lynagh (33) Leicester. Try: 
Von Heerden 1551 Conversion: Stransky. 
Penalty j pnte Stransky 4 (B 24. 42. 76). 

SCO&NidsIoUENCfe (Saracens first)- 
30. 3-3. 34», t>€. 9-6 fhalt-fcme). 9-9, SM6. 
16-1S.21-16.21-19.21-22. 

SARACENS: G Johan (rep: M Singer. 
38-40mn. 78): R WaBace. R Constable. S 
RaensooA. B Daniel: M Lynagh. K 
Bracken, R Gran (rep A Over. 631, G 
Chuter. P Wallace. P Johns. D Grewcock. A 
Barmen (rep BStumham. 79). F Pienaar, A 
Dacca 

LEICESTER A Leeds A Healey. J 
Owrefld, 3 Potter. L Uoyd: J Stransky, W 
Semvr. G Rowntree (rap- P Freshwater. 72). 
R Cocked, D Garforth. M Johnson. F van 
Heerden, M Cony (rap- D Addison. 72). N 
Back, E Mlet (rap. L Moody. 54) 
r. E Morrison (Bristol). 


here will be little oppor¬ 
tunity for seasonal 
overi nd u 1 gen ce by 
Wasps, or any other of the 
country's top dubs, during foe 
holiday period- All of us have 

important games in the Allied 

Dim bar Premiership but 
more than that- it is an 
opportunity to show the pub¬ 
lic that we can build on . the 
interest sparked off by foe 
recent internationals. 

People may have been 
spoilt not only for quantity but 
for quality, because most of 
the internationals against the 
southern-hemisphere coun¬ 
tries showed whar can happen 
when two teams go out with 
the same attitude — of want¬ 
ing to create a fluid game. The 
skill levels are sometimes 
Lacking, but if foe attitude and 
intention are there h makes 
for entertainment 

The philosophy demon¬ 
strated by New Zealand on 
their tour had been adopted 
by England and our last 
game, the 26-26 draw with foe 
All Blacks at Twickenham, 
raised the expectations of the 
rugby public. Rightly so. 
People will go into the new 
year wanting to see what foe 
team is made of and expecting 
success in the five nations* 
championship: I like to think 
we can justify their expecta¬ 
tions and even push them 
farther forward. 

There are many places 1 
want to go as a rugby player 
the team 1 play for and 
captain is on a journey and we 
appreciate that we have only 
just started. So whatever high¬ 
lights I have enjoyed during 
1997 they are tempered by that 
knowledge, but I'm also en¬ 
couraged by how far this 
England squad has come In a 
short time. If that level of 
improvement, during foe four 
weeks we had together, can be 
sustained then the results wSI 
take care of themselves. 

We have shown an ability to 
listen to what has been said by 
[foe coaches and act on it That 
takes a lot of doing when you 
are losing games and the 
pressure is mounting: to have 
foe character to stick to your 
guns and go with what you 
believe when it would have 
been all too easy to go foe 
other way. That has been the 
most pleasing aspect of my 


LAWRENCE 

DALLAGLIO 



tions being overdone. Each 
dub has its own structure for 
managing the holiday period, 
and each player will have his 
own Idea about how it should 
he done, but we all have a 
duty to be in the best possible 
shape; mentally and physical¬ 
ly, so that the public that pays 
good money to be entertained 
at rugby matches gets what it 
deserves, whether through the 
turnstiles or watching on 
television- 


short time as England's cap¬ 
tain. which, on a personal 
level, has been an immense 
honour and privilege. 

But we all take different 
pleasures from different expe¬ 
riences. Winning foe .league 
with Wasps last season, when, 
as a dub, we were underrated 
from the start was special. 
You could see the reward for 
foe efforts not just of individ¬ 
uals but by the squad as a 
whole. It was gratifying 
because it showed dial, with 
all the money being spent and 
the glamorous names being 
introduced, the essential in¬ 
gredients that Wasps already 
possessed could, if we were 
prepared to put in that extra 
effort win prizes. 


I 


joined Wasps in 1990. the 
year that they first won 
the league, and to be in 
the forefront seven years later 
was vety pleasing. The chall¬ 
enge now is to sustain that 
effort, knowing what a moti¬ 
vation it is to opponents who 
will always lift themselves 
against the champions. At foe 
moment it is not happening 
for us. which is why our 
Christmas programme is of 
paramount importance — 
three games in ten days. 
Premiership meetings with 
Northampton and Richmond, 
and our Tetley’s Bitter Cup 
game against Harlequins. 

You can understand from 
that why there will be little 
chance of Christmas celebra- 


I or all sorts of reasons it 
is difficult to select the 
best moment from 1997 
but. if I am brutally honest I 
would have to highlight the 
British Isles tour. I'd be lying 
if I said that wasn't the "best 
experience of my rugby life so 
far, because there is a sense of 
being pari of history. Any 
visitor to our borne would see 
all my books about lours of 
the past to and from Britain, 
the biographies of the game's 
legends, such as J. P. R. Wil¬ 
liams. who shared in two 
wonderful Lions tours, in 1971 
and 1974. 

I’ve read them all from 
cover to cover, so when you 
are picked for foe Lions you 
know what you are getting 
into, but you cant quite appre¬ 
ciate it until you become 
directly involved, surrounded 
by foe best players in the four 
home unions. To come togeth¬ 
er. to know where we were 
going and to get there was 
fantastic. 

Over the eight weeks there 
were elements of doubt, there 
were highs and lows and, at 
the end of it alL there were still 
reservations that we had not 
been able to reproduce our 
provincial form in foe interna¬ 
tional matches. That is to 
South Africa’s credit and. if 
we had had as much ambition 
in attack as we had in defence 
then we might have done even 
better. 

But. as a pure sporting 
moment winning the second 
international against the 
Springboks in Durban ranks 
by itself. It was almost as 
though I had dropped foe 
winning goal myself, even 
though the glory for that went 
to JerTy Guscott. If 1 could 
have just one moment of the 
year over again, it would be 
that one. 


TIMES RUGBY UNION STATISTICS 




Thfc table ranks dubs in the Allied Dunbar Premiership first division (n terms Ot 
most points, flies aid penalty goals scored. The fourth category is the 
percentage ot matches in which they have scared-tries. The best overall side in 
attack is calculated by averaging every dub's performance In each category. 

ts denotes cubs' rankings n the mcSviduai categories. 


The figure tn brackets denotes 

Pts 
29.16(3) 


Sate.. 33.14(1) 

3 Newcastle-._.... 3053(2) 

Leicester .. 2729(4) 

5 Saracens. . 27.00(5) 

6 Harlequins. 26.71 (6) 

7 Gloucester-.. 24£Q (7) 

8 Waa>s...._. 21.80(10) 

Nortnarroton. 2329 (9) 

10 Richmond .-...-. 2328(B) 

11 London Irish.. 15 X (11) 

12 Bristol.. 13.14 (12) 


Tries 
3.33(3) 
4.00 (1) 
3.67(2) 
3.00 (41 
2.63(8) 
226(6) 
283(7) 
1.80(9) 
1.17 (10) 
3.00 (4) 
1.00 (11 
1.00 11 


Pens Tries sc'd 



-WTir'a 


VXSJf-Sf r 'V 

v«"-v 




This table uses (he same principles as lor the oftence table. ONythe categories 
are different— inoet pomis. tries and penalty goals against. The fourt h cate gory 
is the percentage ot matches an which the opposition has laBed to score a try. 


i percentage ot matches 

Pts 

1 Saracens... 15.63 (1) 

2 Leicester.. 19.19(3) 

3 Newcastle_ I817t2) 

4 Richmond__ 19 86(4) 

5 Northampton. 20.14(5) 

6 Gloucester. 24-83® 

7 Harlequins.. 26-86(7) 

8 Sate......... 28.71(9) 

9 Bath .. 28.17(8) 

Bristol..3829(12) 

11 London trish.31.67 (11) 

12 Wasps __ 30.60 (10) 


Trias 

1.13 (1) 
1.71 (41 
1.17(2) 
125(3) 
2.00(5) 
3.17 (9) 
2.66 (§) 

3.14 (8) 
323 (10) 
4.86 (12) 


Pens 
2.38(7) 
2.14 (3) 
3.17 (MJ 
4.00 (121 
2.43 (8) 
1.07 (1 
2 29 
2.43 
2.17 
200 
217 (4 
2.80 (10) 


383 (11) 

TomonowiTetewfaion: Channel 5: f&&tycxpress. from bpm. 



This table shows in which halt teams score and concede points and in which 
quarto they score and concede tries. 


FOR 

POINTS 


TRIES 


POINTS 


AGAINST 

TRIES 



FH 

SH 

1 

2 

■3 

4 

FH 

SH 

1 2 

3 

4 

Bath. 

76 

100 

1 

6 

3 10 

67 

102 

2 5 

6 

7 

Bristol. 

31 

61 

1 

— 

4 

2 

107 

145 

7 5 

9 

13 

3)oucesto...._ 

49 

98 

2 

3 

5- 

7 

80 

89 

5 5 

4 

b 

-iariequins. 

106 

81 

3 

/ 

3 

7 

70 

118 

3 3 

5 

9 

-eicesler. 

81 

110 

3 

4 

S 

7 

77 

57 

2 3 

3 

b 

London Irish.. 

65 

25 

2 

3 

1 

— 

61 

129 

3 5 

3 

12 

Mewcastle. 

79 

101 

4 

b 

5 

8 

67 

42 

1 3 

— 

3 

Morthamplon.. 

76 

87 

2 

1 

2 

7 

68 

73 

4 3 

4 

3 

Richmond. 

63 

124 

2 

5 

10 

7 

84 

75 

— 5 

2 

3 

Sate-. 

116 

116 

9 

6 

6 

7 

100 

101 

2 8 

b 

/ 

Sotacans 

110 

106 

5 

6 

4 

7 

57 

68 

2 — 

3 

4 

Wasps. 

57 

52 

1 

2 

— 

6 

71 

82 

4 3 

4 

4 

Toted- 

894 1033 35 48 47 73 

894 

1033 35 48 47 73 


‘51- > 


“ 

fV’; 


a 







T 

C 

PG 

DG 


Pts 

W Lynagh (Saracens) 


.... 



4 

14 

25 

1 

126 

S Howarth (Sale) 






1 

22 

15 

1 


97 

J Stransky (Leicester). 





1 

11 

18 

1 


84 

M Maptetott (Gtoucestet) 

......... 




2 

12 

11 

1 


70 

3 Rees (Wasps) 






1 

7 

15 

— 


64 

T Lacroec (HsrJecruris) - . 





1 

9 

11 

2 


62 

3 Burtce (Bristol 



..... 



— 

6 

13 

2 


57 

P Grayson (Northampton).. 




2 

8 

10 

1 


55 






5: J Wright (Richmond). D O’Leary (Harlequins}. T Belm (Sale), D Rees (Sale). 
4: Lynagh, W Greenwood (Leicester}. S Ouimell (Richmond). 3: R Tombs 
(Gloucester). T Fanctua (Gloucester). M Hoiak (Leicester), G Armstrong 
(Newcastle), P Lam (Newcastle). N Popplswell (Newcastle). D Chapman 
(Richmond). K Efc (Sale), P Sanderson (Sale), R Constable (Saracens). 
tndudes Premiership matches only '■ Comp8ad by Stephen McCormack 


RUGBY LEAGUES ST HELENS PROVE NO MATCH FOR THEIR RESURGENT RIVALS 


Wigan take aim for winter of content 


Wigan Warriors. 46 

St Helens-...-..2 


By a Correspondent 


% 


FIVE tries within 12 minutes 
at foe start of the second half 
of a match for foe Winter 
Challenge Trophy at Central 
Ifark yesterday seemed to con¬ 
firm the prediction of Shaun 
McRae, foe St Helens coach, 
that Wigan, are cm course to 
regain their place among foe 
elite. 


St Helens will be much 
stranger when foe senous 
action begins. Their reserves 
were dearly out of their depth 
as eight players joined in 
Wigan’s ten-try spree. The 
opening try, in the tenth 
minute, was foe pick of the 
bunch, a sparkling 30 -yard 
move that ended with Jon 
Clarke, foe hooker, touching 

The holiday crowd of 15.500 
were treated more to an exhi¬ 
bition than a contest, but John 
Marne, the new Wigan coach. 


may have cause for concern 
over an arm injury to Henry 
Paul that caused him to miss 
foe second half. 


Ellison took foe score to 
36-1 Lee Gilmbur rounded off 
the victory wifo two tries at the 
end. 

SO0RB& 


of Andrew Farrell kept St 
Helens in contention as Wigan 
ran in .first-half tries from 
Clarke, Paul and Craig 
Murdock- Si Helensreplied 
with a Paul Wellens penalty. 

Kris Radlinsfri scored Wig¬ 
an'S fourth try and Jason 
Robinson went over twice at 
the start of the second half. 
Gary Connolly and Danny 


Wigan: Trias Robmson (2), 
(amour ft). Clate. Pad, Mudock. 
fladlraW. CGtmcAy. Eicon Goats Fares 
(2). Hal. St HbJotk Goal: waters. 

WtGAN WARRIORS: K Ratfirete J Rct*> 
son. C Comoty MB* D Betti; HPSU.C 
Mudodc N Cowte, J Oaite. L Hansen, § 
Hsuihton. S Hotgate. A Panel. Sub- 
adtuteK T Mootnw. G Tafac, MHA0 
Confta. L G*n«jr. R Smyth. 

ST HELENS: J Johnson; T Stamt A 
Hafah. A Cross. A StJtan. S Bsrrow; P 
WeEns, A Leathern; PArtJsraon. J O’Ne*. I 
PicKavarcs, A Pntel, K Hammond 
Substitute* C Ntmafl. J htemuun. j 
Arkwngw, G PHca. K Nawafi. 0 Phrfetat 
ftefarea: S CrtmMK* (Mdnu) 


ANIMALS & ACCESSORIES 


DOGS 


PETSAFE 

DOG COLLARS & LEADS j 
Iblct-XiOHU no. embroidered ? * 
onto quality coloured 
webbing from C18 
NO MORE LOST TAGS. 

FREE catalogue from Green 
Farm Trading: 01473 737877 



CHARITIES 



THE TOIL IS OVER BUT 
ONLY PAIN, MISERY 
AND DEATH REMAIN. 

This iittie donkey is just one of 
thousands who need your help in 
India. 

The LD.ET. is starting a project to 
care for these poor mistreated ani¬ 
mals but we desperately need 
funds now. 

Any donation, no matter how 
small, will help our work with 
donkeys in developing countries. 

Thank you. 


Please send donations to: 

Tha irmmaflanaf Donkey Protection Trust, 
(Dept PTMikSdniouth, Devon, EX10DNU 
Tel: (01395) 578222 



GENERAL 


WOMOWU Tm Tut al Dgncr 
H—throw. AntmrlM by ate. VmL 
01763 686571/ Hu: 6616SE. 




DOGS 


to wam toftflfl bona to raplaca 

am racaatfr »«. Tot 0131 

>63 OOP1 l itMmwmu 


CATS 


Cu-m-Lop Tor 

0177V 248362. 


ANIMAL HEALTH 



Meditrina 


FREEBookUt i 
DtXatBngaBmr 
HOMOEOPATHIC 
frtpera^ata, on regnal 
Meditrina, 

The Natural Selection 

Ptrasr statr winch bvcJdctyou 

mptre. kortt or pet, and semi 
B*A3SAEanda20pamrjK 
For Bark BotMett scud 
a 3 Ip sump 

MEDITRINA, 

PO Bax 530, CacHam. 

Surrey. CR3 7TG. 
Phone: 01883 652483 


RIDING HOLIDAYS 


Andaluz 
Adventure 

Com de la Laz 
in S W Spain. 


m 


Hobby* iMl superb riding m 
mpoilt countryside sod nib of 
imp ly hr a rbfs . Fh bone*, good 
ga me, Wb= pool, Doo-rida* 
welcome. Opa> ill year. 

For Spccnl Chmnuat sad New 


. and /all dmihjram 
Jronb Horrey-Hul! 

0193S 817567 


ANIMAL SECURITY 


ANIMALS & 
ACCESSORIES 
Continued 
from Page 12 


CAMBRIDGE PET 
CREMATORIUM 


EatsfaMvadter man 

tun 15 yam, 
CFCknUnaemn nemaf 
CvnbrtdgBhira couwysKfe. 

Wi baton that you p*t 
daMnwi a OgnttM) tmwaB 
and as IB war mu ham ttw 
confer! of known) who] 
happanad a he and 
Wa onai a M ntifeal 
craraabon senaea am ashes 
raaanrad and piacad 
ti a cariot at yenw etoiee. 
Mamafealy you may haw a 
communal ownfeonanti 
Mian a ahea a m rad n 

ourgwOont 

Triaptona tar data* 

O17E320B2B5 


PC 


Kennels/House Security 


With the S2000 TV Surveillance System. 
Contracts simply to your television or VCR. 

Weather proof for Indoor or oiridoor 
appficaifons. Complete S2000 system tor 


Onl y £120 incl VAT & postage. 


1 year guarantee - from: 
BOW-SEC 

(Division of BCMS Ud) 
Telephone 01322 553822 


ACCESSORIES 


Enquiries to Dr EJ). Sven risen, M .BE *■* Q “* ** 

/ enclose Cheque/Poatal Order for £ . 

Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss ...... 

Address 


.......i 


Postcode _ 



Familiar Friends 
Premiere House, 

P.O. Bon 405, Harpenden, Hens. 

ALS SEN England 

Tel: 01S82 467746 Fax 01582 467747 . 

AT LAST AN EASY TO USE HANDY 
FOLDAWAY CARRIER 

A aecure and safe means at transportation in any 
emergency sttuseon. and a oonwrfert ewrnr far 
every day me. Gtdtable tar moat anuB onmote - 
Can. man Dogs and Rabbfes. 

Fokftig let to only SOern a 35cm » 3 cm. e opens 

quKMy and Beady & m wnpte 3za of SOcm x 35cm 

x 25cm 


m smog 6 


0 Oesjgn 

0 Sec »*e Moon Or0 
Panels tar Ample 


0 FOtds to a 
Compact t 
Convenient Site 0 Put lengSt Zp tor 

» Unfolds ti Seconds tmant Access 

0 Durable PYC 0 FuBy washable or 

Coated Po/yeetBf H Ipa Ctasn 


PENTHOUSE PENS 

I 7 ^ This is juji one of oor wide range of pens fat cats. 

■ ail n Standard sixes range from die quick folding ‘FlatleT 

al 30”jt26"x30" up id the walk in ‘Domain' al 
6 '*6'x6'. Alternatively, we will create a pen to your 
own design. 

Constructed from UPVC. Twilweld hot dip 
galvanised nech and stainless steel fixings, the pens 
are manufactured with by pcnc and long life in mind 
and arc suitable for inside and oaoddc use. We have 
many satisfied etKtamere in all areas of the cat world, from pet ownns. la cal breeders and cat 
welfare otptmsations- We also supply catteries with holding pens for which comply with local 
Authority and E.U. regulations. Eesflyn collapsible, the pens are despat ch ed in flat pack and are 
simple to erect. Pens are now available in all While and all Block u well as the standard Grey 
tube with White fittings. 

AO nmior credit cards accepted 

For broehnes, prices or more tafannaloo, contact:- Pcntiwuse Products limited, 
RfoenUe Horae, Creeton RoreJ, Little Bytfaua. Grantham NC334PJL Tel/Fau M788 410313 
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RACING: WINNING OWNERS OFFER SHEIKH MOHAMMED ADVICE AFTER KING GEORGE CEL EBRATION 

HUGH ROUTLEDGE 



See More Business, ridden by Thornton, leads the blinkered Challenger Du Luc over the last on his way to victory in the King George VI Chase at Kempton yesterday 

See More Business fulfils dream 


Bv Richard Evans 
RACING CORRESPONDENT 

A TIMELY reminder that not every¬ 
one shares Sheikh Mohammed’s 
views about the need for more prize- 
money came in the unlikely sur¬ 
roundings of the Kempton winners 
enclosure yesterday after See More 
Business fulfilled a West Country 
dream by winning the Perremps 
King George VI Chase. 

Paul Barber and John Keighfey. 
two Narional Hunt stalwarts from 
Somerset, saw their colours carried 
to deserved success by the Paul 
Nicholls-tTained 10-1 shot and used 
the platform to tell the Dubai leader 
some basic facts about the sport they 
love. 

"My advice to Sheikh Mohammed 
is togo raring and have fun — it is not 
a business. At the end of the day. if 
you don’t like the prize-money, get 
but because you don’t have to do it,” 
Barber said. 

"We are in this country to enjoy our 
brand of racing for our brand of 
money rhat is up for grabs; It'S 
common sense. People who go shoot¬ 


ing or play football and golf don’t go 
on about prize-money all the time, do 
they? I think we are lucky to get prize- 
money. In point-to-points you only 
get £150. It is a hobby. You are not in 
this game for anything else. 

“We have got lots of horses. You 
put your money into the horses and 


BIG-RACE DETAILS 


Z20 PERTEMPS KING GEORGE W CHASE 
(Grade 1. £64.374.3rl 

SEE MORE BUSINESS b Q Seymour Hicks - Mbs 
Recflanda (J K&griey. P Barber) 7-11-10 A Thorton 
(10-11 1- 

Challenger Du Luc B b g Chambertn - Islands B (D 
Johnsorj 7-11-10 A P McCoy (16-1) 2. 

Rough Quasi b g Crash Course • Ox Queat (A 
Waiesl H-11-10 M A Ftegerald (11-2) 3. 

ALSO RAN 9-4 jt-few One Man (5tn). &4 tt-few Surry 
Bay (41h). B Barton Bar* (6lh). 10 Senor aBebutd. 25 
Dieddah B ran. NR: Yortertra Gels. 3.10L 19. *st 
19.PNichoiisatSheptanMalet.TatB £10 90: Cl .90. 
£2 30 £1.60 DF- £33 60 Too: ESfiOD. CSP FI25 40 


then kiss goodbye to ft. That is the 
only way to do it." 

Barber is one of the biggest dairy 
farmers in the South West, with 2300 
acres, 1,400 cows and a large cheese 
business. Along with Keighley, an 


accountant who runs an engineering 
business, they have ten jumpers in 
partnership and a further five apiece 
running in their own colours. Their 
ultimate dream is to win the Chelten¬ 
ham Gold Cup and that could 
become reality next March with a 
horse they initially refused to buy in 
the sales ring. 

Barber explained: “John and I 
liked the horse on paper and sent my 
brother, Richard, to the Doncaster 
Sales, who bought him for 5300 
guineas. When we arrived we derid¬ 
ed he was roo small and said Richard 
could let someone else have him." 

After See More'Business won two 
poinHo-points and fell in a third 
when a distance clear, they quickly 
revised their opinion — and bought 
him back for multiples of the original 
sale price. 

As a novice chaser last season, he 
took on the best and finished second 
twice to Dorans Pride, but his 
jumping was rather deliberate. Ex¬ 
tensive schooling has seen a gradual 
improvement in that department but, 
as the eight runners ser off for the 
King George yesterday, Andrew 


Thomtoa stepping in for foe sus¬ 
pended Timmy Murphy, deliberately 
kept See More Business away from 
the crowded inside rail to give him 
time to “pop away" at the fences. 

Barton Bank and Suny Bay vied 
for foe lead over the first dozen 
obstacles but foe race began • in 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: MATCHLESS 
(330 Chepstow) . 

Next best Sparkling Cone 

(1230 Chepstow) 


earnest turning for home. One Man. 
an uneasy 9-4 joint-favourite, had 
made a bad blunder five out but 
cruised into foe lead jumping foe 
third last. However, as so often 
before, his effort was short-lived and 
See More Business powered into the 
lead only to be joined by Challenger 
Du Luc, travelling ominously well on 
his outside. 

The Martin Pipe-trained horse is 


not known as a monkey for nothing 
and. almost inevitably, ft was See 
More Business who showed far more 
resolution to win by two lengths, with 
a further ten lengths bad; to foe 
staying-on Rough Quest 

Nicholls, enjoying his biggest 
training success, said: "To beat the 
best today at levels means he has to 
beadecent horse. If foe ground is soft 
at Cheltenham. I can’t wait to see him 
Tunning up the hill. He goes well 
fresh and l would not be too worried 
if he doesn’t run between now and 
then." 

While Ladbrokes, the Tote and 
William Hill cut die winner to 12-1 for 
the Festival showpiece. Coral were 
sufficiently impresed-to install him 
as 7-1 second favourite behind 
Dorans Pride. 

Earlier, the in-form Nicky Hender¬ 
son completed a double with Fiddling 
The Facts, who beat Forest Ivory in 
the Pertemps City Network Feltfaam 
Novices* Chase, while Serenus land¬ 
ed the Network Personnel Handicap 
Hurdle a shade cosily. 


Racing results, page 34 


CHEPSTOW 


'-*1 *' 


r . 


12.20 Champteve 
12.50 Sparkling Cone 
1.20 Rainwatch 


THUNDERER 

1.55 CYBORGO (nap) 
2.30 Dr Leunt 
3.00 Sadler’s Realm 
330 Kings Measure 


GOING HEAVY 


SIS 


12.20 CALOR GAS NOVICES HURDLE 

(53437 2m 41110yd) (10 runners) 


24F-611 GHAMPIFVE 39 f3j IP Jtenyn," M Pipe <-1M2 .APtaCC Of 

0 ARGUABLY 55 iMcC Uanaji 6 Baidng 5-11-0 . . . UrE Bteogtan (7) 

1-0 BRUSH WITH FAKE 21 UtBGMft & Sons Ud) P rtfctre 5-11-0 .. GTomwy 
1-33 CAABAWLE HLL 41 <BF.S) ftt? E Banesl □ Uteatoi 5-114 . . RTbomW 
123- EVER BUSSED409(Si ic<m Biessa Pki fa J Parian 5-1 1-0 Rflwnwaify 

F0-JMJ KNQCIiAROO 61F KJj i0 Wrnrlel 0 Writ* 6-11-0 ... - 

0-5 WVER MULLIGAN 31 !S> WiSm fsote; LBfi P Hcobs 5-11-0 
31T0-5 THE LAUD AGENT 3115) ID BnqJMitan 6-11 A . ... 

00- IH4£T0PfiflLQ3ta(Ur',ja«ng«,CCw*e6-ll-0 ... 

633 BALLY LRA 31 P Rodtmll P ftrttorfl 5-10-9 . . . 


RBAmy 


105 

(09 

70 

75 

99 


PHcfcj 
.. S Bttrrou0i 

SETTTfJS: « Oanstere 4-1 Em SJsswL 6-1 Cratanste Ml 10-1 Tie lard Agat 12-1 Krakau. 16-1 
3 *r Wwtjr 3*-i Bash WJh fane. 33-r olwi 

1996. l*Ff»G ABANDONS — FROST 


FORM FOCUS 


Ctounpfew beto Desert Pour Dealer a distance m 10-fumre 
novice hurtle at Newton Abboi (2m II. sod), ptevtously beto Le 

_ Bambota 21 m 20-wmKf <yo haefap hurtle to Arteod (2m 31 

!10yC -pud 1 q yjfli Arguably 471 8th ol 14 to Polo Rrfge in novice hurtle a Wlntanlan (2m 6f. 
gcedl Brush With Fame 211 lOfti of 14 to Mustfell bi rotund hunt Hal race at Ibwcester (2m. sod), 
crevously 1213rd at 20 to Melody Mad in national hunt flat race at Worcester (2m. good to firm). 
Cralwppfe HB 9’l-l 3rd ot 9 to Christchurch in marten hurtle at Towcroter (2m 5(. goodl. previously 
2ti 3rd of 17 fJusitfiiJI in naiwraJ hurt fli race a Bangor (2m 1>. good) Enr8lnstil»l 3rd ot 
171: tarer. w novice hurdle a Mettury (2m t tOyd. grod); previously 111 2nd ot 12 to The tend 
Agent i lib ixme off) in iuborai hunt fa race at Mewl cm Abbot (2m f I. soft) Knodoroo 521 tost ol 
13 rt fine Pan in hartttcap hurtfe at Tipaeraiy i2m 41. good to firm), previously 231 4th ol 11 To 
AScngmal in hurtle J Cork (2m 41. good), fflver MrtQgan 63 oMG lo Strang Td m nonce 
hurtle at Chsjyre i2m 4( 110yd sat) previously 21112ft ol 20to Kings Measure r naBmal hunt 
(la: ai 5,1 (2m plod] The Land Agent ifl ah oM6 to Lord Of Die River in nonce turtle at 

iViflftcr (2m good). previmsf) IB filh of fT (o aw Blaze* m ranee hurtle at Leicester (2m At 
TIDrt.gwdtouM Time To Parte: 49 Sh ol 13 to Royaltma In novice hurtle to Kempton [2m3. 
gccd Is :olt/ prevncciy 471 7th oMB to Juyute m nonce hurtle at Toncesjer (2m. good to stfl). 
Salty Lin 1 it 2rt & 8 to Kertrdt Bard ui luixtnl hut Uixeaf Ctwpaow (2m 110yd. soft} 
pir.iorJy 9'*i 3rd a( 14 n Potrer Again m rational hurt fa race # Eeder (2m 11110yd. good m 

soft) 

CHAMPLEVE luted a cfss ad if flmton tttxd and is a confKfcrt choree 


12.50 LEVY BOARD HANDICAP CHASE 

(£4 323 2m 3! 110yd) (9 runnefS} 


? 



35141?- OdVEH BnV 256 (F5j <3 bfW.UOM 10.124} 

4IP1-S 0«SWELLLAfl21 (5lmPHoana-H-7 _ . UrRV .. .. 

1023-10 KITHMPIMTY15 (».CD.G.S| (dMen/ PMidtff6-11 -* RDummody 

F-JJ22? Cflffl.IZtMHEH023iO.F£3; yAJCMMBAfce’-ifl'tS .. Ptkfty 

10144 INDIAN ARROW tj (BFJ.SJ U & 1 fchs&l U Rpe 9-19-12 . . . C Maude 

122P-31 VKBJ. FBCO17 (Si <**: G Komrnj a Boa MtW (So) :.Jfrw 

.TO-U31 EARLY WHKER 28 (G.S) is C4rJtan» 0 Srenraod 9-104-J A MeCanhy 

53 SU SPARKLtJG COW 9 i,S) a- f fttmi Sfe v lYiStem: 5-10-4 (5e*] A P McCoy 
34P0P3- BOUflUflH LANCASTER 34 (C.Gj) (M &ifti| M GnlCn 13-10-0 ... RThorran 


long mrtajr Beramn Lsran-'n 3-io 

BEtnwG >2 5»Mi>g toe. 7-2 With hfuitfy 6-1 biazi Arm. Weil fimoa 7-1 Ezriv Wfl. 8-1 CouRcen 
hera ;C-i 0W 'jA i4-t tfheii 

Denver Bay puffed up n farfop cfese at Qisflertan (3m 2f 
110yd. goad id firm) Orswefl Lad 1215lh d 7 lo ftzm Sanwura 
hi IHWIHO dose a Chepstow (3m 2f 110yd soft) WWilmpunty 


F0RW FOCUS 


— - mt 1 Mi IBIUlbfltf y 1 *** O ■ U • ivjli. Mill ... 

;.n DEiiuftna;» Uirt heat Ftp(Jd> Let i distence rn 7-runner ana%v ftandnap ctae at Am tpx (2m 
61. cwd iq solt) Cooteen Hero net* 2nd of 3 to Nadmlte $ar m fundteap chase » Windsor (2m. 
gflstfr. previously 912nd oi 3 to Sublime Fellow m handicap chase at Warns* t2n good to softl 
WtHf Timed beat totstiy tiight neck m 9-rurm twdteas dose a wewen Atto (2m nOjd. 
h»&» ailh jfKSan Arrow (5ttj betia dn 181 4th Party Drintef tua Baltyllne neck m 5-nmner 
hinjicii dice <d Haydocfe ian u. soft), piwnusly 1113rt d 10 to ScsresileM m taidieap chase a! 
'.Vinarrton S uadi SpatXSm Cone tw Sbwjc Vista* 12) m 14-ranM* npnee Ace £ 
TurraeiiB (2m 6f afli. prtwu:lv‘han(teap hurtle & Chepslow (3m 4f TlOyd. good lo a«) 
WELL TlMffl quidcened Wil at Newton Abbot and this is no laugher 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Kibe 

Rm 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Wtaner: 

Fbdec 

D IfetvK^jr. 

IF 

66 

27.3 

P Nwn 

3 

6 

p mhos 

23 

97 

26-4 

A P McCoy 

3 

108 

M PrsK 

SI 

209 

244 

R Dnncnody 

30 

132 

P ,'lithalb 

16 

so 

22.5 

D Bfirigseds 

19 

84 

^ J PitaHn 

7 

39 

17.9 

6 Tanney 

5 

25 


% 

500 

26.9 

227 

226 


1.20 FfitALE JUNIOR HURDLE 
(Grade 1:3-Y-0: £15.394:2m 110yd) (7 tunners) 


34 BCRA3DN 15(U l*s>JBroatw^j HT«tscrvDaviB 114) CMaudr 

3Z1 rtL8R#ELA07(lJ.S)(PWeUEriDffcWsan1143 _ RThomtan 

1 HAKWATCH 29 (0^) (S6s APamrtjMPtaeii-fl .A P McCoy 

11 SAD MAD !M£) 28 (D.6) iPSrallUnMRe^ey 11-0 ._ PNwtn 

0 SHADffl61F(EWer)PtoHrt)J4)- - SBorrouj* 

411 VRTU0S012(D.S)JIMiMDeme)Cttevill4) . RDbwuoW 

0 FOLEYSOUBT12(EHou^ttnli5Store 10-9 .._ ._ . . WMcfirtand 


in 


122 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

BETTING: 8-11 Rum**. 4-1 OZnde Ud. 11-2 Sad Ms! Bat Vknssu. 20-1 Boaan. 66-1 9ad»d. 100 -1 
FoNys Quest 

Borazon 271 4th ol 13 to Sound Appeal m 3yu rwnca hififie at 


FORM FOCUS 


6» 2nd of 14 to Rahnratch l 


Chefenftarn (2m if. good) Wbride Lad beat tenth 51 in 14- 
nmer 3yo novice hurtfe at KartocL (Zm. mod to sofi). pre^ously 
is) in Jyo novice hurtfe at Newury (2m 110yd. sob) with BorazDn 

S dsj 2W 3RL Htanmcn best KBnide Lad (levets) B) m )4-rwn«3»roweljon*e^ Newbury 
U(W. soft) with Bawan (levels) 2013nt Sad Mad Bod beat Ciy Hall start head m 15-runner 
3yo novice twills at«e«aale (2m. good), previously beat Kingdom Emperor 101 m 15-rumw 3yu 
novr* iwrdfea MaAet RBen(2m IlltOya good) Shaded 421 8th of 9 to Sound Appeal m 
novice hurdle at Kempton (Zm. good] Virtuoso beat IGwi Dancer it m 20-nmter 3yo rmfee ' 
a Warwick (2m. good) with Ways Quest (7b worse oft) 251 7th. 

KEL8RIDE LAO has ax lengths w mate up on Rsrmaldi but is impraving 


1 .55 CORAL wash NATIONAL HANDICAP CHASE 

(Grade I: £30,846 3m 5f 110yd) (15 namers) 


nnt-F BsunmuiGa fcs&mBBaapturnsM 2 -c 

711101- CYBORGO 287 (Cil5»(C#rt'rSia»iM?*r7.n-i3 

I/PS-13 BANJO ZIJBF/.fi^l ID Mercaj 0 (Mictssn 7-11-11- 

31301-3 BaiSUFEl4(0&5)lRGWBlPW>t'-a-tl-?-- - 

/25B55 EARTHSUWfiT21 (S[c(G5lOjnw*ftB)Nri«fl»4Ms**9-rt- 

1/120-2 MMNTRAO®21 ay&JikWiJstBPirv7-10-12- 

Rflia/P CR9M.TAflEAWAY21 (CFAS) (M-.P Pajwr' Pfttfa9-104 
12-3511 SA1CH ZZ (CJJ.F.GJ) (WtSeLianPinsl PHcKtB-10-5 t4nj 
1420-51 EVANGEUCAS2 (FJ)(MWoeB>or9 Clmi M Pt!7-10-3 . -- . 

11 IP-2* O/BITHE 21 [».C5l (L tirterl * Imdl 9-10-2 __ 

4400415 Ktl£SHH7(&S]tHUmniHltonsl1-10-t. —-- 

11131-3 CARSOD GOLD 14 A AOS) Pir, 3 Wsr.l K EjiS? 9-10-1 .. . 
24006-? DAKYNS8QY3S($l|AFYmr)NlMsian4toB 12-10-0 . ... 
505-121 BHSAMQUR77Z1 fBW)i8hS«fim»(Uf^aWtWi4e« — 
1GS453 FOOOBROf® STAR 21 (SI (Food BUerUHl J Gfart r-i |j-0_ 


- RftaMBO^r 
. A P McCoy 

_RttanAM 

-GTonray 

S TJrts 

-CUttt 

-SMdM 

.. OMpnta 

.. G5qto(5) 

-LKsirqr 

-Stem 

.. PtoDWjr 
- . D Leahy 

JAlfcCttg 

0Bunm(5) 


149 
155 
154 

150 


144 

154 
149 
156 
134 

i a 

155 
1» 


Long lantecap: D*yra Bey 94. Oom Saman 9-5. FtaSxssr Sta 3-L 

BETTMG: 7-2 Cjtap- 6-1 Sefli Life 7-; iaiur Tcada S*rtee 6-1 Beirxn Onj. Barto. Carfaa Gold. 12-1 

r»ms 


FOfiH FQCUS ; 


Belmont King tell m hzvScap chaz grade 3 2 Newtuy (3m fi 
110yd. good to soft) previociy tea! Sanies 111b worse off) 1541 

_ _ _ .In u-turn handaaa chase grade 3 i Ad [4m 11. good) win 

Dakyns Boy (4tb better oQ)8V16(b and KMestan [12c bcltei rtli teier; a defence 10th. Cyborao 
bed The Last FKng 3W in T'-ntm ranee chaw grade 2 s Atrtree Qm 11. go«n. prewousty 58 
Sl)i d( 14 U M Mulhgai m chase grade 1 at CMIenrcm :3m 3 Tttiyd good) witfi Saw (2tt better 
oft) staled up. Betts life Hi3riri9uSOTQBtindbinhsndcapcteeatChetenhui(2m5]. 
good): pieuiousiy bea Yeoman Warrior 3 in 20-nswsr handicap Chase d Amtree (2m 61. good) 
motor tracker41 auto* 6 n See More Business in fearficap chase grade 2 a ClepstOd (3rt. son) 
wfft Berio (levels) 12 3rd. Earth SummJ (fevete) 221 ah zi GreenM Tare Away (tevet) puRed 
op Santiee beat WTaJ A tote II in 4-nmner tvndicap diase at Sanoown (3m 51110yd- good): 
orerarsly beat Cam Afetoy 21«ll-rarw hjfflicao chac? i '-jfm (3m 31. gcod to soft) wiffi 
Dakyns Boy (51b better off) pulled up Evangedea beat Flow 3*1 m 3-nmner tandiem base at 
Newton Abbot (3m 2f U0|d. good to firm prevldusiy 3715th ol 6 to Father Sky in handicap dau 


better oftl unseated rater Foodbrakar Sfir 244! 2nd of £ to Thermal Warn or nt base al Sankmn 
(3m 110yd. goody prwaifily HI Sh o! 3 tc Equity Plays m taidrap esse a! Taunton (3m. good) 

KILLESHIN has dropped lo a far mart and has his preferred sad gmuj 


Strath Royal sparkles 

STRATH ROYAL gained his eighteenth victory in the E20JXXJ- 
added Rowland Meyrick Handicap Chase at Wetberby 
yesterday. The Owen Brenoan-trained gelding produced a bald 
display of jumping to put betterfanried rivals in their place in 
foe three miles one furiong test 
Strath RoyaL ridden by the trainer's son. Martin, stretched 
clear in great style in the straight to defeat Major Bril by 13 
lengths. Sparky Gayle was a distance away in third, while 
Colonel In Chief, the favourite, was pulled up/Tt's a great day," 
the trainer said. “We've only seven horses and all bar one 
belong to Strath Royal's owner lady Anne Ben tin ck." 

Brennan junior's success was tarnished by the stewards' 
derision to ban him for two days (January 4-5) for misuse of the 
whip 


2.30 JULIAN WILSON FAREWELL NOVICES CHASE 

(£3.579:2m 31110yd) (5 rums) 

1 5650-12 DR LEUNT 52 (BF£S) (PBnwylPHiite, 6-11-8 - .. 

2 56-1M2 THURSOAVNHff 1?ff.5)fflBftwwjPNttaUsfi-tf-B MrJTtaatff 

3 2MK3 LAWS)60nRY21 (5aFi)0!Brtl)J(rsrw8-0-2 ... Wcteef Bmran t 

4 6011-F5 STFKMBPALADH2B(DJ ; 5)dbiAteadm-)Gnard6-l1-2 . . . L^te(3) 

5 PP4-PU6 KN(JIW«111S)(PVl(tetagPTtate -- DrPMttWl 

BETTWG: 4-5 Or UaoL 3-1 Ihndap 6-1 LnM Gwwy. Strang Pafedn. 50-1 taraug - 


116 

112 

90 


Or Lata 3012nd ol 3 to GateBson Jane in novice ctase a Newton 

beat MfBcrofl 


huratty Night neck 2nd at 9 to WtalThied tn han&ap (tee at Hwton Abboi • 


141 4tfi of 14 lo Jaffertes la mwm chase a Taunton (2m 21 quod) 
i a (finance 5ffi d 6 lo Stormy Passage In nraioe chase al Chepstow (2m a HOvd. suit): 
previously INI 2nd ot 7 to Sounds Fyna in tee at Newbonr (2m 41. good to soft) w* Sfrong 
PahtSn (teats) beaten a distance 51) Knowing 35) Hb d 8 b AsW tassjon m oovicb hantfiop 
tee at Henrart (2m, good), prevtousty novice tee to toefart (2m 31. good). 

LANDED fflfTRV or badly late lime bid oodd bounce tack to torn 


3.00 SOUTH-WEST RACING CLUB CONOmONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£2.320: 2m IlfljOf) (7 (Utmcs) 

1 1211-25 BOLD STATEMENT 32 (D5,S1 tCounmCadogan) T F«ste 5-12-0 RDonton 

2 5/B1-22 WWU)B0>RES8 31 (BJ1F5) (ttaektePteIBMttiaiiMI-12 DSteP) 

3 22-0121 SAffliTTS REALM 22JD.S? (B 0 fcdog) P Hates 4-T1-2 _ E (febgten 

4 UZ?5- BEYTM) OUR REACH 386 [DFJLSl (P fewbtart R Mxfees 9-10-13 J Hants — 

5 /P0Q&-6 MAN0LETE 12 PAS) (C Fftsr) Iks M tact 6-10-ID — M Dom 

6 0818 FABLLOH 89 (BFF) CD JoArcoi] M P#e 4-10-7- 6 Supple 

7 00044- RARE OCCURANCE 270 |R tons) j CTShea 7-104) Wctari Brwran 
BETTMG: 15-8 Sate s Ratal. 3-1 BoU SttsiM*. 7-2 VteU bmess. 4-1 Ftetei. IE-1 BeymJ Our Rate. 
20-1 fbre Occuiace. 33-1" 



FQRfli FOCBS 


Bold saemem 7DI 50| of 10 to Tibetan ri bandicap twrtte at 
tontiogdon (in 110yd. good): previously 161 2nd ol7 to MBs 
Rotwto In renicaJ todle at Worcester [2m. good) Wortd 
312nd ol 14 in Ivor’s FUter in hamficap temUe al Wimtor (2m 6(110yd. good): prevnusty 
2)4l 2nd ol 7 to Rota's Gafe ui handaap tuise a Onpteow (2m 1 tOvd. good to srti). Sartor’s 
Ream bea Water’s Destiny ffi in 7-rurmsr bandicap hurtle * Exeter (2m 3. soli): pevkusty ZW1 
2nd of 8 to Noble Tam in funtacap (Mr* af Wndsn (2m. good). Beywid Our fteefi 9WI 5ft of 10 
(0 Dominon's Dream m haretacap Itunfle a Effifer (2m 21, good to soft); previously neck 2nd ol B to 
Road To Au Bon to tandtap tarfle a Tanton (2m 31 lldyd. good to hm). Maiimte -151 last of 6 
lo 7i • ■ - - . . 


lo Truancy In handle*) todfe a WteMck . 

CanSnaJ Rule in novice handicap tee a Hereford (2m . 
lag ol 6 to See Pori in amateur novice butte at Eater (2 
baal Zeffia i| c 5-ruwr novice hudie te PJmrtaon (2m 41. ( 
ol B lo Onto A Man to novice dee a LRmsier (2m S. goo 
Kgd s Lad in novice hudie a Doncaster (Zm 4f. good) 

WORLD EXPRESS has wcenDy BrsteKf second to hw wry *eli-tandic*oped horses: 


beaten a istaoca 5th ot 16 to 
to so#). Fabvkm beaten a distance 
II 110yd, nood to firm), previously 
' to fern) Rare Occuance 231 w 
to torn); previously 4» 4lh « lOlo 


3.30 


CHffSTOW CHAMPIONSHIP STANDARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT 
FIAT RACE (EG,610. 2m 110yd) (16 rimera) 


VI KttGS MEASUtE 4‘. 
2T-1 SUbDAV YBnURE 33 
23/1-12 moex LEADER 39 
1-6 lEWROOK IWfflfl 
1 MAIOftESS 182 
1 teUtfSHQTII (6) 
12 WE EOJAI 49 “ 

1 SWKS 


111 MUSKHLL 21 (DAS) (bUcOut!) D W tediu e 6-11-10 R Massey (3) 
VI BILLY BOC ig p.SUA Twtomwl C McCoot 5-11-7 ... D BUtowater 

11 HBH BAM® 31 (Cfca (D Jews) M Pipe 9-11-7_A P McCoy 

(J Wrtsen, j Jeftna 4-11-7 ._ E Cacate 
_ (F Stestoyt N totoBsan 5-11-7 R Ttareton 
,0,05) (A Sotancu) U Pipe 5-11-4 G Sente (5) 
(05) (J PWttps) P H Wtbbe 8-11-4 JAUcCrty 
U Base) in) HflOngCW 4-1M .. P Cxtmn 
& EteiLtoeE toctWB) Mrs JPon»5-iW 0 Leahy 
- ' i 4-11-4 ._ ... C Uuk 

J PBrean 4-11-4 .. G Hogan (3 


JAL 49 IF) (H Kipteeq M Pipe i 
PERK 18 p5) (A Enteff tire j 
STRESS 38 ffl/.GJ fR Qun) P I 


KJRtt FOCUS, 


a Ludlow 
Sjiduwn (2m 11 


121 LATIN Hsmss 38 Of .GJ ffl Our) P (feho#s 5-11-2 L Coircb 

4 BROW MELODY 22 (T Jtenay) tfe C taresy 4-1141_ T Jenta 

42 JET TADS 31 (Jte Steej Corapmy Lid) Mis J PssaP WV0 R Dunraody 
1 MESTTBJ) MSI »7 (OF/ (**s 5 Kttte) P tales 5-10-13 0 fiyme 

054 (XMRAV9I LADY 10 (DflteO Brace 5-10-9 _ Ifiss P Jnes 

BCTTNG: 4-t Mote 9-7 Xngs Merase. 11-2 Knott Leads. 6-1 Jte Ttea. 13-2 totei totw. 10-1 BAy BoL 
Sway YcRtwe 12-1 utan 

Mustod be* Cra2Y Crasadw 3HI In 14-nsnrwr nSWal (nrt (lai* 
ran a) Twcssta (2ra, soft) wrth Lewesdor Manor pit) tetta pfl) 
Sfito BRy BwbeaJ Jablre 11 In IS-raonerraiKral huni fiajaa 
beat Fortunes High 51 In ZDtotb national hunt Hal race te 
totarbeM Jet Tabspevels) Hi m 9-nmer nafional hod Rte 
--™ - Kings Mea sure beat CTAon Tiger liAIbi itFramet nafimal tori 

y ap: yewousty heal Sijte Song l Ml in 2IMiEnar national tort flal 
* %i 2m ' Vsntorebrat Wta&l But kA r 1 feniwr irttata tort ttt race A 

(3n. goodl. .BWpBSjir WW R}« m is^mner national tort Bat race a Mateone 
&" ^ SefWtil Slag 71 in l^omo iritora) hurt Fa race al 

ft**?* ^.^^^.brtBiptMaontee 51 in 11-nww nabona hunt Bat raw al 
0B J11JM flood ).BnOJl 2ndol ID Is Caste (teen In wtaa tort Rs race al 
Wharton ftiLgoodL pmoifihi bMlattihfetreK (»beta oft) 6) m 9-nrtw rates* ton 
to oa a Tauto pm.11.good tobm) SteftYsPark beat Conttrita Kl to Ifrnnw rtatonai 
tort Sal race al Humnodon (2m 11 (hd, flood). Lain Wsfress beat Lwfe's Cransd St to Kmr 
nraes ntanta tail M at Heiefart (2m If. good) Brown Melody 2814th rf 16 to itetou Nutnofe 
m ralunrt tortftat ace at Ha^wdlZm II, good. Westflefd Met beat Estate Agert II In 9-nmf 
naMnal tori to race rt Hriom (2m. goad to tom). Dunravw Lady 3114ft d) 15 to Basav io 
naboiriJW to «a at Bangor (2m 11. oota to soft), pntoudy 9Y5I oft ctf 14 to btsh Bsiksr (71b 
worse off) In nsCanal bum to race a CttaJartwn (2m 110yd, good .to tom). 

MUSKHLL is B» pick on tonn aid can drug e S hts pataftes 




kempton 


12-40 Real Estate 
1.10 Super Tadics 
1.45 Angelo's Double 


THUNDERER 

£20Kerawi 
255 Ciel De Brion 
3^5 77vw ferthin^ 


Timekeeper's top rating: 1.4S 


ANGELO’S DOUSLE- 


-— — 

in 113143 GOOD TlffiS l3^fJvG,£) (Lta D ftebsMo) B Hrt 17-0 

Racecadwtota. — 

pifai up. U—tiosaSd ddeL B—braten 

£r r-Vd 9 . . °- 

ttsqditad). Homs name D^s 
*tw»! wn. CD—-creese aid oalwe 


9ri«i<T< 88 

hf _beawn toauiS ^ s ~ r 4K> 

GMifl n aWd! tatt « ** 'Lr!Z 
6m. trad. S-flsal S-se*. 

WBI^L RdB ptas *H Xt!W*K« --4 -<** 
HBftertw'slpeaJBm 


GOINS: SOB (GOOD TO SOFT IN PLACES) TOTE -JACKPOT McfTigS- 

12.40 PERTEMPS CALEDONIAN JUVENILE NOVICES HURDLE 

(3-Y-0; £5.289; 2m) (15 furors) 

,n -1F1133 RUMtSOECS8SY22IBFJJMPW)MFje n -« - - 

■"J? SSSSSgffiaSBSRJfiW"''-- «>««-, 


’.V) 

?:6 

t:a 


TIQ 


59 


ST 

Zacr. 


2 “ A |S 

Ptwnffiicat (0 s l sew) h agrae n-o — — “ijr^eS 

3 SHARBADARP IBfffe A Hw| S Pw 114 - - -*$£«£» 

TOmsaxSAFtLafrBwieannPRtetegll ^ p'rzrz 

P LPGRADE 38 IN Aicw & IBss J BnatewSI N TnUwrOwrae 1 ** 

tWWff 4 fltAYBl ia2F(Tft»toTta«4ri^ ' ‘ 

Ila 4 I0UJKA16 ®M Bates Ota CE*m*lM -.- -- 

BETTKS: 84 Rte Estata. 4-1 Ftetea. 5-1 Mafesiy. 8-1 «UW9 De Censy. ID-' >«" S -« — 
aatottad. 2M teas- - 

19S6r MKTWG ABANOCWa) — RWST 
Frtalrte 16l4fton5toSadMadBadin nowJ* bsf* L« 

Reran fonll *«&#]?* SSfiLSi!’^ 

nreute 


»5m tiBwd Maastv 512nd tf12 to TCUWl Att to nonce nunne a rtmanrmu ■ ■ -r- 
KlS ffilfSLtsy (5feOTrao^151W. Stob^nd22J3rd to Cm u win 
turtle rt Fatertran (^n. flood) wdh Katoto (lewis) 251 «i 

REAL ESTATE will apreeaate Die tasting conJdj ons and can rBuffl to ways 

1.10 PBnBHPS EXECUTIVE NETWORK HANDICAP CHASE 

(£10.241:2m 41110yd) (5 fumes) 

£ a 

2(0 UaWl SOUIHOLT784 (F.S^) (fi Htebwd) G Htattfd 9-1W . 

3 sss? sasftBsa^ssssBaiB^-^- 

Long torefcau: KsA 9-11. Etettin Bku M.. 

BFTTW& 9-4 She 5-2 Edmdon Bfcu. 3-1 Canton. 6-1 Rad*. 7-1 Sataek 

OdUtton berten a distance 3rd of 4 to The Grey Monk in drase a 
Haydn* (3m. good to soft): prevtoosly 913rd oJ 5 to Coal Oaeniin 

. _ tenttcrti chase rt Asqfl (3m IlDyd. gooilto soft). Sapp Tadics 

7V513rd ol 7 to Crttbate in hnrtop doss to Asat Cm. good to soft): mevnr^ teto GvenflTO 
111 in 5-namer handicap dase al Kempton (2m 411 ted. gota to so». Sarttaft 13 ^ rt 3 to 
Data Dove n hantap chase to Sandnwn (Sn 41 HOyl 0»d to tom)-prevtoKty 2414* of 6 to 
ButttioadBounce m handicap dnse to Newbury (2m At. gnittto ftraj KxS bea m 3drdararlst 
□OloSernra Bemtoi in hancHctoi chase at CheJt8nharrv^m 5t. good). Ertmton Btw be« Cteyt s 
Lad HI In 8-nmtf htoidctoi dase to Leicester (2m 41 IIDyd flood): prewousty 10 4* oli to Prate 


_NVffiWRHtt 

_ATtooaw Qg 

_BFenton 

. .. . AMaguee 166 
__JCterey IK 


Bax ui tantap dose to Chepsfw (2m 3f UOyd, goad lo soft 

SUPER TACTICS goes well here and can record softer success 

1.45 PERTEMPS CREAM WAYWARD UD NOVICES CHASE 

(£ 10 , 211 :2m4f 110yd) (6 ntnners) 


1121253 AULAH22(FX3(SalvoGtoiiH}PHtebs5-11-7 ..- MAFtegsrtod 

/13-31* DDMTLEAVFnroBT35((LS)(MShone)RCalls7-11-7- Hi 


138 

128 


PI11-01 SR OW1E11 «Vfl(P teW RRpre 6-11-7..Artafrton 

3/2F2-6 ANDO'S DOUBLE 28 (6^1) (JiteworeqRBucUtr 9-11-3.BPowri 

/112F-B HIBRCAHEuato’Zl (taftifttesFWeKtaDliteolswMl-3 — AUaflon 

_ 4-2 BAY LOUGH 18 (GUO) fltore 6-10-12--BF«J» l« 

BETTBLG: 2-1 Itanone Uwp. 5-2 Sn Ckrte, 4-1 Ata*. 7-1 DonBew*aocL togch i Doable S I 
1B96 - . GHSBACK S-1T-7 H WHmsoa (H-2) P Htofin 4 iwi 


Airttoi 21 Sd of 5 lo Wise Kina to novice chase at Sandown (2m <( 
110yd, good): previously 1815ft d 1 to CaR Equnzne m handicap 

___ _ chase to Chetentwn [2m. good). Dantleaveftenest 1514tti of 5 lo 

CWeTs Song in novice (base at Ascot (2m, good to «fl]; prewousty bead Step On Epe II m newee 
chase to Ejtaa (2m 3L mod to soil). 9r Dante beat Who Am I beaten a distance in nowce chase to 
Fo&estone (3ra 3. good) Angelo's Double beatai a distance 6ft at 8 to Go-htoimto in grade 2 
hudie al Newbury (Sn flOyf soft): previously 23t 2nd of 3 to (htay KregN in nowce dost to 
Plurntan (an 5f. good to soft), ttonfcane Lamp 916th ol 7 to Direct Rode m grade 2 novice dtse 
to Sandown (2m. good). Bay LooghlUl 2nd ol 7 to Music Please m maden ctase to Plimpton 

(Zm-soft). • . '-T n 

(JjRRg^E; L£M£l Ngh^bied to Swdown. vrtl appreciate Bus taoger tdp 

2.20 PSTBAPS CHRISTMAS HURDLE 

(£24.945:2ml (5 ranees) • 

ritortJ Old 7-11-7'.—v J-UAFtzflotod 144 

11W-Z3 IKSUPPOS*7(NCooprjRRowv5-11-7-AThonaui 174 

403 200-238 KSWW821 (D,(L§rtaAr*ajNTrtJton-0*ries4-1V7-CUewtfyn TM 

404 181-111 SAHMRTDN) 28 (CDFAS) (K Abttte) O MteoEsm 5-11-7- . AUagure 

4CB . 1111- SHADOW LEADER 252 0XF,ElS)(JBbtete»)CFgwtoa 5-11-7 - NVWamson 185 

BETTW6 5-4 SwnBrtno. 11-6 Stodew ttedwr« IYn Sbppotei 20-1 5D-1 tear 

rmSopposIn 713rd ol 5 toMr Mtokhamin hurdle at Ascot (2m 
DIM, good to stay Kami 121 6to ot 21 to Mam Jamie m 
_ hamficap hudie to Sandown (2m HIM. good) witti Chat-Yo 160) 

worse oft) 181 Bth. Samadtoo boat I'm Sinxnto (6fe worse oft) 131 in 5-rumer hurtle pade 2 to 
Newbuy jin llOyd. soft), awtow Leader beat Ztoadl 31 in 11-runner hunfie uade 2 at Ayr (an, 
goort wim Tm Simporti (16ft beta 00)1417VLprevtaBiy beto Princetul 1(H in l&rtitmer novice 
mute grade 1 al Chefleolam (2m.lf0yd. good to fimi) 

SAMMVniNO handled soft gnu*} m3 enough at Huntuy and ran wn agaei 

2.55 ITf®3WT14EMT NETWORKHANDKAP CHASE 

(£7.009:3m) {8 runners) 


)(H*ftB««flta»B(W7-ji-i0 itTOrntmOl 

10|k*Thtetisao) Mss HKdite 9-11-3-AMraih 

‘ *1 IMb T ttafwi) J efcd 8-10-13-Btow* 


501 01-6024 CC.SEBtKW28( 

502 6W3-1 OATBREBfffTS22( 

503 1V1-5f- KDSIY(SJRSGLF2 ^ _ 

504 - 2U1-1U4 FRAZSt (ELAND21 (8F))FA5) (DiBAlocidnJRRwB-IO-ll_A Thornton 

505 -.3rt1« AKERM0l£22®«l!U)J0H9-1D-11_ HARDatad 

SS ««^17WJU : .G^(taCtetel)KBjteyB-1M_N Wtaraon 

507 41PV25 QRSVEU.LAD21 (ft(RWnteDPHghbs8-18-8_WPretema 

SOB /122F-1 SC0RE5FET 49 (f-S) (Fta kU May J Gfflonj 7-10-0_ Ptsa 


129 

133 

139 

140 
135 
127 



Ung tandcap-. ScmshM 9-12 

BETTft fc 11-4 Pans Itefftos. 7-2 OWOeBraA 9-2 Scoratert. 5-1 Wer Mote. 7-1 REdgenmuretol 8-1 Frara 
tiom. Aniff UML 

... CW DeDrton 231-41ft of 14 to Suny Bay in gtade 3 handicap chase 
t 3 *? a JK*«> soBj: prwrtousJy 2t 2nd od 13 w 
*d Unknonl hi dase to Aumrt (2m 7! 110yd. nood lo soft) Qate 
2 ^Jta^nwntahandicap daseto Sandown (2m«Tl0yd. good) taft 
'W*»« (3ft befe r og.htl and Arter&totefofi) beta oft) WL Frazar Istand?7|«d 6 to 
Therm Mens to dase to SandowD On 110yd. mod). Andre Uwto Ml aid of 6 lo Who Is 

jgwrfBpaaay awfli 

voewstj chase a Wtocarton (2m 54. good). 

ANDRE LAVAL lasiuiiwfionhciatotwodafta id Is open to further mvtavemen! 

3.25 PBffraiPS EDUCATION NETWORK HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£5,701: 2m 51) (7 nmners) 
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SB 

603 

604 

605 

606 
607 


SSSgjMj&ajwfwitGinoio wmZ';. S 

SJSS ^ OretoA c Bwtai 54W B Fab! 

KM 135 PEAIWS 2B IE) fS rttenJJ G Hutes 5-70-3 .. -_ A faiAi 

331-F4R ROW. Pf® 21 ffiTtolMcn) A J YWta Ml-R 

0/221-5 THREE FAfflWres 32 KS) [K BUM) J 06 7-10-3 __C 

JJJM Fin BA. 4-1 Sureun spri. 5-1 Palings, Dne FtoMgs.6-1 SmtoSmcA 10-1 KtaHtt. 

Swnmte Spefl 141M at 10 to DaHowed in handicap hurtle to 
SHSltfe 9»tf f° *mh .previously^ Eau Oe 
P-. u , Pitogne H m 7-nnra novtee hunfle to Ascot (2m 41 nmni Rre 

• RRE BALL was impressive al Lingfted art may foltaw up 


15jy SSPff waJjLMII EBntoJHHwteTO4-11-10 MAFfcj et# 
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COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

0 tax tote 
F Doudbo 
P Webber 
C Mm 
R Abw 
DMsfrfcon 


Wins 


Rm 

18 

10 

10 

IS 

37 

74 


% 

444 

40J) 

400 

308 

287 

2ZO 


JOCKEYS 

AMaguke 
A Imrton 
N Wffltenson 
U A RfegeoU 
R Dunwnfe . 

PHkfe 


.Mnneri 
26 
5 
16 
20 
. 17 
7 


Rides 

99 

19 

76 

110 

.100 

58 


) 

26.3 

263 

21.1 

18.2 

170 

121 


RACING NEXT WEEK 


Park (flret recs, 
(1-00), Taunton 


MONDAY: 

1.10). I 

(12^49- 

TUESDAY: Cartfeto (14)0), Plumuton 
(110), Stratord (13^. rtutn R Kjn 

SBBS?WSB!a&3S- 

ffiWS'S 

aajsff 

, 001 ' 

SATipnW UtataH Park (AW 
Rat meetings (n txto 



* 


KEMPTON 101 
CHEPSTOW 102 
WETHERBY 103 
LEICESTER 104 

Ih ush jjpl 

SM-RKUUSSKVirt 


IRISH LOTTERY I 

0930 162 ‘ 
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still Dessie 


A cinjpfe erf weeks ago, 
i iy colleague. Robert 
I 'rampton. wrote 
i bout a national love 
object, Riud Gullit And he 
destroyed avery preconcrption 
about his subject He wrote 
that his nan was vain, puffed 
up with self-imporfanoe. off 
hand, dimissive, impatient 
and rathe ■ ill-mannered. 

It is my turn to write about a 
national ave object now. one 
perhaps nore greatly loved, 
even ben x looking and even 
more caiscious of his good 
looks. Th: name of the hero is 
Desert O chid. I found he was 
vain, pi Bed up with sdf- 
importarce, offhand, dismis¬ 
sive, imf atient and rather 01- 
marmere L 

And. (F course, quite won¬ 
derful. I punched mm lightly 
on the nek a few times—not a 
tactic yc x can work .with a 
footballe — and told him he 
was a c oss old bugger and 
where w re his manners, and 
put youi ears forward arid all 
four paws on the ground. 

So, hi ring put me in my 
place, h took his pat and 


ese years 


And. (f course, quite won¬ 
derful. I punched mm lightly 
on the nek a few times—not a 
tactic yt 1 can work .with a 
footballe — and told him he 
was a c oss old bugger and 
where w re his manners, and 
put yarn ears forward and all 
four paw; on the ground. 

So, hi ring put me in my 
place, h took his pat and 
returned with civilised nose 
butts. Tley foil me that be 
accepts kjsses and all kinds of 
slabberiie tokens of affection 
from his fans on open days. 
But righi then, he was tacked 
up and n idy to work. This is. 
an annul of quite unique 
strength if character — you 
wouldn’t sepal him to be 
easygoing He wan races and 
hearts though his strength 
and domi ant nature. You do 
not set Hu e things aside just 
because yi I’ve retired. 

Boxing Day was ever his 
day of day, of course, when he 
wot the King George at 
Kempton lore of less as and 


SIMON 

BARNES 

Talking 
it horse 



.... 1 







Shades of grey: Desert Orchid, still the leader of the pack, stiDU the dominant male, leads out the yearling fillies for morning gallops 


when he liked, and did so four 
times in all. Yesterday, he was 
invited to Kempton to parade 
before the' — his — race: It 
wouldn’t be right not to. 

Has any horse in history 
inspired the love that Dessie 
did and does? Heevenhad his 
own fan dub, founded when 
1us fame was at hs peak. An 
expert on these matters pre¬ 
dicted that it would last two 
years, and could never outlast 
the horse’s retirement 

The fan dub not only sur¬ 
vives. it continues to bring in 
new members. And not racing 
people, either, still less horsey 
people. Dessie could hot only 
leap fences, he leapt bound¬ 
aries of all kinds. He was the 
horse that united the horsey 
and the non-horsey worlds. 

There is much in Dessie’s 
enduring appeal that is obvi¬ 


ous. First he is a grey — 
whiter than ever, at 18. for as a 
three-year-old tentatively fed- 
' ing his way on die Flat he was 
the gun-metal grey of James 
Bond’s cigarette case. Horses, 
like humans, acquire more 
and more white hairs as they 
grow older. 

Being a grey, and generally 
the only grey in the race, made 
him instantly recognisable, in 
fact many racehorse owners 
cannot actually recognise their 
own horses. One of the great 
skills of training is to identify a 
horse for its owner without 
giving offence. But everyone 
can recognise Dessie. 

He was also recognisable 
because he was the one at the 
front Theplace of other horses 
in Dessieworld is a deferen¬ 
tial distance behind. His sense 
of herd dominance was and is 


of the incontinent kind: he 
could not bear to bide his time, 
not for an instant. Bin perhaps 
the true secret of the love tint 
Desert Orchid inspired was 
his fallibility. His greatness 
was flawed: and that touched 
the hearts of his followers as 
nothing else could. 


He did more than seemed 
possible to remove the element 
of chance from the great 
lottery of the National. It was 
his ability, his uncanny cer¬ 
tainty, that was his stock in 
trade. His racing greatness 
was, shockingly, unflawed. 

But Dessie’s flaws were 


the ultimate accolade, by giv¬ 
ing away a stone’s advantage. 
That he won at all is remark¬ 
able. His subsequent two 
thirds probably inspired more 
affection even than his win. 

He never ran in the Nat¬ 
ional. To run or not to run? It 
was a national debate, nothing 


A dominant male strikes poses: ‘I’m the best horse 
around. I honestly recommend you believe that 1 


Red Rum is the only pos¬ 
sible rival to Desert Orchid in 
the race for their love. And Red 
Rum. with three wins in the 
Grand National (not to men¬ 
tion two seconds), was argu¬ 
ably the greater racehorse. Bui 
Red Rum was about certainty. 


obvious. He could not abide 
raring left-handed: his trainer. 
David Elsworth always reck¬ 
oned he was a stone better on a 
right-handed course like 
Kempton. Cheltenham, of 
course, is left-handed Dessie 
had to race for the Gold Cup, 


less. In a poll, something like 
99 per cent of Daily Mail 
readers said that Dessie 
should not be forced by his 
“greedy owners" to take on 
Becher’s and the rest 
"We lost our nerve." said 
one of the aforementioned and 


certainly ungreedy owners. 
Midge Burridge. “I mean, 
what if he had fallen? Or been 
brought down? What if he had 
been hurt?" For the question of 
running or nor running the 
horse was no longer a matter 
between owner and trainer. 
The Bu nidges did not own a 
horse. They had stewardship 
of a national treasure, still 
living. 

And living still, very much 
so. “Still pulls your arms out." 
Niall Moran, getting a leg-up 
onto his impatient mount, 
said. “Can still get a bit 
stroppy," Fay Lucas, who was 
“doing” the horse at 
Elsworth’s yard, said. 

For Dessie had left his field 
of mooching retirement and 
was bade wnh Elsworth for a 
few weeks to prepare himself 
for Kempton. And in a fine 


Simon Barnes prepares 
to sit proud and tail in 
Desert Orchid’s saddle 

good temper with himself and 
the world, too. 

There he was, leading out 
the yearling fillies, daft little 
tarts of horses skittering and 
leaping and spooking at the 
photographer or anything else 
that caught their eyes. Any 
excuse. 

And there at their head, the 
big grey, swaggering like Ar¬ 
nold Schwarzenegger. Horses 
pose. It is an aspect of commu¬ 
nication. reading and sending 
the messages of body lan¬ 
guage are at the heart of the 
horsey life — for horses, or for 
their humans. 

And a dominant male 
strikes poses: tall as he can. 
puffed up, imposing. On a 
shallow rise on a grassy plain 
a posing male can be seen for 
miles: 1 am the best horse 
around. 1 honestly recom¬ 
mend that you believe that. 


A ll male horses do it 
but Dessie does it to 
the point of self-cari¬ 
cature. He is a horse 
manifestly conscious of his 
greatness: he is no three-year- 
old wet-behind-the-cars classic 
winner, but a mature individ¬ 
ual who. in his way, quietly 
rages against the dying of the 
Fight. 

That is perhaps the most 
endearing trait of all. I sat on 
his back for a moment, 
because Elsworth kindly and 
rightly thought I would like to 
walk away saying 1 had done 
so. I felt pretty tall and proud 
up there. But he'd expect that 
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Bv C* eus McGrath 

WITH ti t nation numbly 
replete a er its Christmas 
excesses, lere could be no 
better ocusion for Martin 
Pipe to sh w what has driven 
him to 3 many training 
records - an appetite for 
success th r is never satisfied. 

Whetha scraping together 
a mound if morsels in West 
Country elling hurdles or 
hoisting a vholeoxoff the.sjpit 
in the Cha npion Hurdle, Pipe 
isaglutm for winners. 

Today I i returns to one of 
his favi trite restaurants, 
Chepstow and can be expect¬ 
ed to ord ■ “the usual". Pipe 
saddles f rr runners in his 
quest for sixth Coral Welsh 
National n eight runnings, 
and the u palatable truth for 
his rivals s that one of them, 
Cyborgo, toks today's special. 

In a n* that suits some 
runners rierely because it 
obscures their deficiencies 
during a journey erf nearly 
four mile In muddy ground. 


Cyborgo offers a touch of 
authentic iass. Good horses 
like Carvi s HilL Master Oats 
and Bona za Boy have defied 
similar v sights in this race 
and Cybc go relishes a test of 
stamina 1 mself. 

Pipe, hi; laid him out for 
this race not only because 
condition were always likely 
to suit hi i. but also because 
he goes s well fresh. In fact, 
one of Hi :‘s finest hours saw 


’s appetite 



Pipe: strong hand 

Cyborgo win the 1996 Stayers’ 
Hurdle at Cheltenham on his 
seasonal debut 

Last season, Cyborgo took 
to fences with such flair that 
Pipe ran him m the Gold Cup. 
He was confounded by more 
experienced rivals on fast 
ground there, but was able to 
resume business as usual back 
in novice company at Ain tree, 
despite similar conditions. 

Everything is right for him 
today, and he should win with 
authority. Various winners 
could be explained as plausi¬ 
ble after the race: but Cyborgo 
is the only one that might be 
perceived, in retrospect as 
having been a “good thing". 

Indian Tracker, among 
Pipe’s other horses, makes 
some appeal. Though lightly 
raced, he jumps with confi¬ 


dence and shaped encourag¬ 
ingly behind See More Busi¬ 
ness (yesterdays King George 
VI Ouse winner) at the Welsh 
trade. He may. however, just 
exhaust'himself with his rath¬ 
er energetic style. Dorn 
Samourai surely lacks the 
class, while JEvangelica pre¬ 
fers faster ground. 

The biggest danger may yet 
emerge from Somerset, how¬ 
ever, with Philip Hobbs sad¬ 
dling three runners himself. 
Bells life made an encourag¬ 
ing reappearance at Chelten¬ 
ham but his stamina is 
extremely suspect, while 
Samlee could by contrast lab¬ 
our into contention too late. 

The each-way alternative is 
Greenhil Tare Away. who ran 
well for a long way on his 
reappearance here. He was 
not knocked about and could 
improve. He is 23Fb better off 
with General Wolfe compared 
to his defeat of that horse here 
two years ago. 

General Wolfe’s jumping 
rather goes to pieces under 
pressure anyway, and the 
same is true of Belmont King, 
who needs to improve off this 
mark. Cariboo Gold, who 
does not find much off the 
bridle, shaped well on his 
return but may be found out 
by this gruelling test, while 
Banjo needs to convince with 
his attitude after running in 
snatches last time. Given time 
tikes ir here, but disappointed 
on his last visit 


Dbrans Pride faces stem test 


THE Iri 
there is c 
a you can 
ham Fc 
the-Loop 
meeting 
Chdtenhs 
McGrath 


duly be 
> Ericsson i 
- tomorrow 
Though 
_ threw din 
1 behalf-of 
at Kem 


i will tell you that 
ly one place who* 

bid more Chelten- 
ral winners than at 
rdstown Christmas 
- and that is ai.the 
n Festival (Chris 
writes). Ireland’s 
ididafe for the Tote 

a Gold Cup should 
revealed by die 
base, highlight of 
card. 

»ec More Business 
a the gauntlet on 
ic British defence 
ton yesterday, 

ide retains Gold 




Cup favouritism, having con¬ 
tinued to flourish since run: 
ning a fine third as a novice in 
last season's race. Now, how¬ 
ever, he faces a stem test from 
his rejuvenated compatriot, 
Imperial CaD, who put up a 
b rillian t' per f or ma nce to win 
the race in 1996, but lost his 
way lasr.season. 

Tomorrow’s encounter 

should prove more informa¬ 
tive ten that between the two 
horses ova: an inadequate 
distance at Clonmel fast 
month. Imperial Cali htowing 
op just as a dow pace quick¬ 
ened. A minor training set- 
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back required him to miss a 
few'days subsequently, but 
Fergie Sutherland enterpris¬ 
ingly sharpened him up over 
hurdles at Navan fast week¬ 
end. 

Imperial Call went with 
plenty of dash there once 
a gain over a shorter trip than 
ideaL His timber specialist 
opponents allowed him. to 
build up a long lead, but only 
the smart Cockney Lad was 
able to get back in to the race, 
reefing Mm back cm the flat 
Imperial Call was beaten a 
length, but it was a distance 
bade to the third. 

Quite apart from the fact 
that Dorans Pride has still 
only been beaten on that one 
occasion, in the Gold Cup, out 
of ten completed starts over 
fences, he can reflect in addi¬ 
tional glory today. ‘ 

. For he beat See More 
Business, the King George VI 
Chase winner, not mice, but 
twice; in novice chases, last 
term. If both the horses run to 
form tomorrow, a great race is 
in prospect. . 


Sparkling Cone 
can follow up 
Towcester victory 


UEiC 


mm 



CHEPSTOW 

BBC2 

1250: Most of these are pretty 
exposed, certainly compared 
to Sparkling Cone, who 
bolted up for Venetia Wil¬ 
liams in the Towcester mud. 
That was his first start over 
fences, so inexperience has to 
be a concern, but he looks 
thrown in with a penalty 
here. Well Timed needed 
similar ground to win over 
two miles at Newton Abbot, 
and will appreciate the extra 
distance, but Indian Arrow, 
fourth there, may not stay. 

120: Rainwatch would have 
beaten Kilbride Lad mare 
emphatically at Newbury but 
for walking through the final 
hurdle. He enjoyed the mud 
on the Flat and can make all 
to stake his Triumph Hurdle 
claim. Borazon, a well-bealen 
third at Newbury, is nonethe¬ 
less one to Watch. Sad Mad 
Bad jumped fluently to win 
easily at Market Raseru but 
only scrambled, home when 
raised in dass last time. 
Virtuoso has also done well in 
modest company. 

155: see left. 

230: Thursday Night’s form 
is tested in the 12.50 race, 
having just lost out to Well 
Timed ar Newton Abbot last 
time, but even though he 
jumped better there, he might 
have less potential than Dr 
Leant. A smart juvenile. Dr 
Leunt has returned from a 
wilderness of injury since 
going chasing, but was 
unlucky fast time when fall¬ 
ing at the last (remounted) 
wnh the race at his mercy. 
This shorter trip suits him 
better. Landed Gentry’s dis¬ 
appointing effort last time 

contributed to his yard's quiet 

spell. 

Chris McGrath 
kempton park 

CHANNEL 4 

L10: Edredon Bkn has taken 
time to acclimatise since mov¬ 
ing .from France where he 
won four chases two seasons 
ago, including two on soft 
ground. However, Henrietta. 
Knight's five-year-old jumped 
particularly well to win at 
Leicester. Despite bong 6lh 
out of the handicap here, he 
has save for further im¬ 
provement. Kadi appears out 
of sorts at die moment while 
Southoh will do well to over¬ 
come a 784-day absence. 



TODAY'S RACING 
ON TELEVISION 


Caution still looks a shade 
high in the weights, which 
leaves Super Tactics as the 
main danger. Stepped up to 
today's trip for the first time 
here 38 days ago, Robert 
Alner's chaser showed im¬ 
proved form. 

1.45: The consistent Ami ah is 
unproven cm this going, un¬ 
like Dontleavethenest who 
won in the mud at Exeter 
before failing to cope with 
Chiefs Song at Ascot. Sir 
Dante jumped well to win 
easily in modest company at 
Folkestone. However, that 
was on a round surface. 
Hurricane Lamp has always 
looked like a chaser in the 
making. After a decent run 
against top opposition at 
Sand own on his debut over 
fences, he can oblige here, 
where trip and ground are in 
his favour. 

220: Charlie Egerton’S hors¬ 
es have been under a doud . 
which makes tipping Shadow 
Leader a risky proposition. 
The outstanding novice hur¬ 
dler of last year will love the 
ground and, if he is 100 per 
cent he will take all the 
beating. However, it may be 
prudent to side with 
Sanmartmo, who was a dass 
above Shadow Leader on the 
Flat. Although he is best on a 
sound surface, the selection 
proved he could cope with 
sticky ground when beating 
I'm Supposin at Newbury. 

255: Arfer Mole might have 
beaten Oatis Regrets but for a 
spectacularly heavy fall at 
Sandown . (Redeemyourself 
beaten when fell two out). 
Provided thar tumble has not 
left its marie, be must go 
dose: Gd De Brian, fourth in 
the Hennessy when 151b out 
of die handicap, has ground 
conditions in his favour, but 
may not be suited by stepping 
bade in trip. Sto resheet looks 
well treated and won snugly 
at Wincanton on his seasonal 
reappearance: 

Richard Evans 


THUNDERER 

1.05 Andsuaphi. 1.35 Fair And Fane/. 2.05 
Wayfarers way. 2.40 Jibber The Kibber. 3.10 
Gainge, 3.40 Turriff House. 


GOING: SOFT (CHASE COURSE GOOD) _SS 

1.05 PYTCHLEY NOVICES HURDLE 
(£3239; 2m) (8 runners) 

1 11-1 A®SUBMrcfl>.SLS)CBm*s 5-11-5. . . DGafctfaer 

2 «- ALTHREY BLUE 752 R Pucock 5-IQ-i; _ S Wynne 

3 SOLDERHADEEH Iff MRyan 6-l(M3.JRym 

4 35 NOBLE ATHLETE 54 {BF| Ms J Pitman 5-10-12_RFansrt 

5 POU X0U Mrs PSIr 4-10-1? ... WMnkn 

6 04 UBBBff SWIFT ISUPfmw 4-10-12.JRKMoq* 

7 00 RffKV 14 F JDntn 4 - 1 D -7 --JSontie 

8 05 NEEDW00D HITKW 17 B Mopm 4-10-7 -B Ciffonj 

1-2 Anftuapfii. 9-2 Uqen S*fl 7-1 GaMen Kutaer. Nook AiMde. 20-1 Pm Mm. 
Funky. 25-1 AUmy Btae. rtoadmd Mffldn 


1.35 H08Y SELLING HURDLE 
(£2,024:2m) (11) 

1 2344 EVE2D RUFO 10 (BAF1N Lttnodm 5-11-5 _ ... R Fend 

2 -3P2 FAR8ND FAMCY IB (COOS] Mbs U iraga 6-11-5 

D&fetfHT 

3 5-05 ROWMG PATH 29 (C0/3) R toUgas 7-11-5 T Damme 

4 BSP- BALMORAL PHMCESS 262 (F) D McCain 4-114) S Wyme 

5 ms CHALLENGER ROW IS (RS) Hi L JeaaU 7-10-12 

P (tatty (3) 

6 6LEHRA2E 309 J L rtnfc 4-10-12 __ J SurA 

7 50-6 KHE OF THE BLUES 44 J Nag 5-10-1? _W Marctm 

8 3535 ROYAL HAND 21 (V) R Annul 7-10-12_kb R Aimssn 

9 00 SUTDR 28 5 Dm 4-10-1?..JRIUranap 

10 65G6 TAMVAH11 R Hoiiebead 5-10-12 __Eon Lyons 

11 RBXV LOWER 33FTBB 4-10-7.P lidfa (31 

11-4 Far And Fancy. 7-2 Even (Wdl K«0 d The {Bui. 9-? GtomnQ Path. M 
Takyar. 8-1 Royal Hurt. 14-1 Sam. 15-1 flltMS. 


2.05 QU0RN NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 

(£4,500:2m If) (5) 

1 2-61 WAYFARERS WAY IB (D£S) N Hendenan 6-11-11 

_ JRKMHtfl 

2 /Z-P YMJBETTMCUEVHT 2B (F.S) C Bretts B-11-10 M Berry (?) 

3 1-25 NEW LEAF 22 (D.S) 0 SnMk 5-11-0.. .. G Upton 

4 5331 ASTRAL MVASUN11 (Bi£) T Will &-10-H (7n) GaryLyorc 

5 52-0 COSA FUAR 23 K Balky 7-10-5 ___P her*? p] 

5-4 Waytann Way. 3-1 Asa! human. 7-2 YaMfeAetevel. 8-1 New Leal. 10-1 
Gonna* 


2.40 LEICESTERSHIRE SILVER FOX HANDICAP 
CHASE (£9,520:2m 41110yd) (9) 

< Z5-3 GAHMM115JCO-FASl N Hwdmon 7-1T-10 JR Kauwgh 

2 ITT/ JfBEB THE KBBER 638 (C0.S1 Mn J Ptoiro 6-11-9 R Fanara 

3 -425 METER DRUtl 22 (D.F.&5) M VUBdnson 6-11-7 . W Maria 

< -316 SHMMG LIGHT 23 (Cftf.fiJ!) 0 HdnfMi 6-11-3 

Mr 0 UcPtai |7) 

5 1P4- DSTMCTNE 271 (C.D.6.S) M natron 6-10-12 I Laurence 

6 UF7P FALMOUTH BAY 3/ (TLS) 0 Smad 6-10-11 G Upton 

7 -512 SISTERR0SZA10(ELSjws5Lanpnaa9-10-6 JMauNffl 


i) M naosn 5-10-12 . I Lawrence 
0 Stowed S-iO-11 . — G Upton 
4n 5 Lanymoi 9-10-6 JMapep) 
mhys 9-10-3_DGakoto 


-232 HTRUTH 16 (DAS) SGoWnos3-10-3-D Gafcoto 

•111 MANOR UE0 10 pijirASI 6 Ptodromu 11-100 

X Atzporu 15) 

3-1 Gama. 4-1 Jnaat Tbe turner. 11-2 Ante 6-1 fttew Dnm. 7-1 
Manor Ifeo. 5-1 Sa» ftsaa, 10-1 Dna«M. la In*. 25-1 Fakreodi Bay. 


3.10 HANCOCK HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£4.120:2m 4f110yd) (9) 


_S Wjw» 

... TDasoMte 
2-B CHotd 

-10-10 WUarstan 
- 10-10 

JRKnanart 

8 -LW1 MBJLM0UNT11 (BAS)TUcGown7-10-7. UBaKNorfo 

9 50-5 SHARAKAWO i4JKinj 5-10-4-D J KWBBJJl (5) 

7-2 Frc Flags, 4-1 Headwod Pmy. 9-2 UnmouA. 5-1 Gnnse 71 IW*b 
T naatm. Sign Hfetiess. 12-1 ShanJcmL 16-1 often 


3.40 6ALL0WTRS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.987:2m) (B) 

1 4315 COHTIBSfflIB ttfJBfSI Kteran4-12-0 _ PMnrtsp] 

2 0314 1UmHOUSES SI WMraa5-11-4-DOatogto 

3 OG/B ESDIAUMBES 10(510McCain5-11-3 . . . SWynne 

4 -031 DONTW^SFOaMCR 10 R Hodges 7-11-0 

TDbgooIk 

5 006 VAEUEVIEftCOFSSGoftnp9-10-12 _RFaoad 

6 6523 CARROLLS ROCK 10 (St C Mate &-1D-3_JUageep) 

7 -306 SAL60NG 9 TOOjS) J MW 0-10-2-W Watsb (7| 

8 UP-0 3£nIS (G) PHnHng 5-iM ..... JRKmmah 
11-4 DomnsdcntoB. 7-2 Tuil House. 4-1 CWntasar. 5-1 Carafe Rock. B-1 
MsAm. 10-1 SAeng. 12-1 Bwi A1 Hatot. 14-12as0 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 

TRAiBS: N Henderson 9 mure Iran 29 mm, 31 JR. J King. 4 
(mm 14.2B-M: D Mehobon. 14 tom 54,2599b. C Bmab. 3 tom 
13.231%; 0 Shemwd. 4 tom 32.18X: »*» J P»o», 8 tom 56. 
143V 

JOCKEYS: W MarstOP, 10 wnnen non 68 rtte. 14.7%; J Kaonagb, 
3Jm»28. 107% DtePflMto _ 


THUNDERER 

1.00 Bamburgh Boy. 1.30 Dawn Mission. 2.00 
Ardrina. 2.35 Ask Tom. 3.05 Sounds Fyne. 3.35 Dan 
De Man. 


GOING: SOFT _SIS 

1.00 BRADFORD JUVBULE NOVICES HURDLE 
(3-Y-0: £3,127:2m) (9 runners) 

1 5 BARNBURBM BOY ZB TEasabr 10-12 - LWyet 

2 FARHAN207FK Morgan 10-12.ASStoft 

3 0 H THE GENES 23! WlreiB 10-12.RJcfanoi 

4 L0CXSU. 40F A 10-12 . N Horecks f7) 

5 55 LYMAX 24 J Hurt Jrtnsu 10-12 . . . D Parker 

fi « MVDSOns J5PttaBI0-J2-... ErtB&andffl 

7 NORMAN CONQUEST 94FMHamund 10-12 . . R Gandy 

6 4 SALTVAANCO &7FN WaggoR 10-12 -- - — MFnto 

9 2fi THE REAL MCCOY 39 (BF) Mrs JRarasttai 10-12 DRwmasfT) 

5-4 Bantugh Bw. 5-1 Fartan. 7-1 The Beal Meaty. B-1 to Tlw Genes. Lyra*. 
Nanai Oonques. 14-1 S Mwto KO. 25-1 other. 


1.30 HARRY WHARTON NOVICES HANDICAP 
CHASE (£3.602:2m 41110yd) (6) 

1 S1F DAWN M5SQN 21 (BJBF/.G) T EASlBty 5-11-10 - LWyet 

2 7331 MM5TBT GLORY 10 (F.G) M W EsJabv 6-11-7 (Gd 

R Johnson 

3 341 IKSBTT BRAVE 14 TGI Mrs S Sntfi 7-10-13 „ G F Ryan (5) 

4 -535 DMffiYS S0RSE 30 (D.S) J Mbrxa 5-TB-1? . . B Storey 

5 B/4F ORGAN REQTAL 8 0 Brennan 6-10-11 . . . M Brennan 

e 6tM BROADWATER BOY 41 M Ttnenond 9-10-9 Mr C Boner p) 

15-8 Don Ifcjon. 5-3 Mtoter Glory. 7-2 Desert Bate. 13-2 Btudrae Bey. 7- 
> ftgan Rectal, B-1 Danop Goss. 


2.00 LONG MARSTON HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£4,981:2m 71) (8) 

1 11/2 GREAT EASEBY12 (D.UJ W Sutey 7-IMi R McGrath PI 

2 T1-0 BM AT THE TOP 15 (Fm J Turner 5-11-8 _. . H Supple 

3 0-12 CAMPACN 14 (DJF.G1 M Hsranm) 6-11-0 R Gantny 

4 530- DALLY BOY 201 JFfll T Fastotv 5-10-13 . ... L VYyar 

5 114- AR0RMA 248 (G^) F Mvpty 6-10-1? .. Mr5Dmdk.|5} 

6 21 Of LETHAL COCXTAK. 985 (Bf 5) J Homan) Jo/mcn B-10-9 

ASSrrMn 

7 M5G Hn DC CANVAS 14 (Cr.GlUiMBNrtey 6-10-3 . G Lee 
B -3d3 DOCKMASTER 17 (BFiLS) Mte M UWbgan 6-1041 

C McCormack (51 

11-4 am Easeby. 3-1 Campaign 4-1 Anfrna. 6-1 ton « Tht Top. 6-1 
OoekmKW, ID-1 Dally Boy. 12-1 W The Carnes. 20-1 LeBcJ Cccltsl 


2.35 GASTLEFDRD CHASE 

(Grade II: £18,640:2m) (5) 


1 4-PI ASK TOM 21 (D/JGJSl I Tato 611-10 . .. R GamOy 

2 -365 DOWN TW FEU. 39 (Of,G.S) J HmbS Johnson 6-11-10 

ASSinlth 

3 -122 VMNG FLAfiSHP 21 (C0/.G.S) [> Mcmlsco 10-11-10 

RJohnson 

4 24-2 LORD DTKCn 7 (D.F.TLS) J Oaftai 7-n-O . B Storey 

5 -313 NATIVE MGSTM 14 (OASl J ROGerald 10-11-0 . L Wyei 

6-5 Ask Tom. 54 V3ong Fbjsftp 13J Inrd DokbL 14-1 Clwa The FeB. Wire 
Hen 


3.05 APPLETON ROEBUCK NOVICES CHASE 

(£3,678:3m ID (7) 


1 nn SOUNDS FYNE 28 (G5) J F42&R2ID 8-11-5 , . R GamUy 

2 HU ERUME STREET 15 0 Brennan 9-11-0 M Brennan 

3 2M FEELS LIKE GOLD 21 (S) G Rtttons 9-11-0 .. _ B Harritag 

4 11/P BRBflLLEAGAUM fflDJfctalan3-11-0 .... BJohmon 

5 214 OVER HC C0RRS1B1S1J Cults 7-11-0 .... J CalLatfian 

6 PW> SHARE 0PTOHS 57 (BF3J5) I EaSfltiy 6-11-0 .. 1 Wyer 

7 6503 SUL fOSSO 10 Uii 3 Sretth 5-10-13 . . G F Ryan (5j 
5-6 Scants Fyne. 11-4 Feels Lie GeU. 7-1 Grertle Agan. Share Dpunc. 10-1 
Errrene Sheet 16-1 On The Civrii. 25-1 SU Fuse 


3.35 BRANHAM NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.898:2m) (10) 

1 6-21 TO BUTTBMfiCK «D 17ID51 R Fatiev 4-12-0 ...... LWya 

2 32-6 FOREVERMBLE 14MHammowl4-11-2. RGvrsy 

3 S1S5 THHSTPOHT IB (GITEftaby 5-11-8. JCalfaghm 

4 1223 OWA MNG 2fi (ffAi.G) 3 Rcficnltf 6-1J-2... FLesfiyJS) 

5 3764 CLARE'S DANCER 50 (DR A lime* 4-11-1.CRa(7) 

fi 3233 SOLDER UAK IB JUadoe 4-10-10. E HdSbacd (3J 

7 2-SI TABRIZ 15 (0.6) P Ajkob 4-ID-9 .... ..OPfias 

B /244 KEY GRP50 IhSimtt 6-10-5.. EF Ryan (5) 

9 3P01 DAN DE MAN 12 ID.G} l*& L 6-10-0 (7«J . Mfoska 

10 54D PUBLIC WAY ID N Chantetcm 7-10-0 -L O'Hara 

3-1 The Bufiemkk Kid. 4-1 Dm De ton. 1V2 fwwa HoNe. Tame. 13-7 fty 
Gnp. 7-1 On King, B-1 TTuKtoSMU. 10-1 ctticn 

COURSE SPECIAUSTS ~ 

TRAWBTS: Mn M RewteY, 52 wwrs tom 196 nmn. 26». D 
N«*dstn, 17 toffl 65.2t»; G Rcta«. 3 torn 122. 23LOV T 
Merty. 18 too 82, ZLI»i 0 Brffim S ten 26. 193%; J Hwad 
Johmoa 16 tore 84.1WR; 4 Jettasw, B tore 35.17 it, F ttsphy. 

3 horn lO.isai 

JOCKEYS: R Jotmm 7 irinnen 6«n 29 rides. 241%: L Wyer. 39 
tom 166. 2331. U Bremn. 5 burn 79.17.2Y R MriWh, 3 tom 
19.1584.1 ffHm. 3 tan 21.143%. F UXiv. 5 ten 40.1L5V G 
Lbr 3 tom 24.125% _ 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME' Chepstow. S 3D Landed Gentry. 
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34 SPORT 

ICE HOCKEY 

Import tax 
holding 
back game 
in Britain 

BY NORMAL DE MESQUH A | 

HALFWAY through the sec¬ 
ond season offoe Supe£ 
league, it is hard to ue 

optimistic about the 
the game in Britain- The eight 
teams competing a ' th [j ^ 
level appear to be 
beyond their means and al 
though there are*'™, 
promises of new and bigger 
arenas, it will be some_ hme 
before they become reality 
Only Newcastle Cobras are 
struggling to 


31.-58.---=. i -hem are, maieij. —p; r o1 i as th e run-rate moumeu 

few. onesided u?^e, of tempers tailed over in swelt^ 


England’s 
World Cup 
reign ends 
in acrimony 


FromThrasy Petropoulos in madras 

ENG LANDS -re-* » J 

retain affected the outcome of the 

came to a controlersiai « but the confusion 

b ^ r ^wher?they were defeat- should never have arisen nud- 
PHtely..ponrta^fas the run-rate mounted end 


mercifully, few one-siu«. 

Ses. Most dubs, however; i 

relv far too much on imported 
talent, offering minimal op¬ 
portunities for those who are 
trained in Britain. 

U is ironic that Jonathan 
Weaver and the Johnson 
brothers are among Newcaf 
tie’s more consistent perform¬ 
ers, but they emerged from 
the the production Jute at 
Durham Wasps before 
Sir John Hall took over the 
team and moved U to 
Newcastle. 

In recent years Cardiff Dev¬ 
ils have produced many 
their own players but they 

have now seen fit to «gd a 
T 7 -vear-old Swedish defence¬ 
man. In the eariy years of the 
sport’s most recent revtvaL 
Streatham offered great en¬ 
couragement to youngsters 
but. until the present owner or 
the rink reseats his arena, 
there is no chance of the 
Redskins being reformed. 

Outside the Superieague, 
there is an integrated competi¬ 
tion offering exciting and 
competitive sport. But some 
teams!at this level also include 
far too many imports, bom 
out of a desire for instant 


success. ,, 

Discipline is a problem, 
particularly in fbe Super¬ 
league. and a recent brawl at 
Sheffield did the sport a gnat 
disservice. It must be up to the 
coaches to impress upon their 
players that they cannot att- 
ord to feature in such 
unsavoury inci dents if spons¬ 
orship is to be altrarted. 


i"! mTdSSit barring*sur- “lgrandmons. 
f 3 re -H th ?'taaT lydeSer ' ,Cd “ 

S no. helped, tawlera. ta .l 
rhnu°h by the decision of the this tour, had. 

gStSrS mi 

s&issss-s ss»£ 

sfSfflffiKafia 

SSSSSS Ss= 

account which, according to pnjgj "“J 
the World Cup rules, they had Hockley, tn* 
* I went to clear this up with j-J**"* 
then, between innings and mcomp.hn 
rhev said they had looked at IJfa tngia 

and there would be at the start-’ 

no reduction. It was not until Helen Phm 11 
?2 overs to so that it was missed and. 
mentioned again that there ing bound 
were only coins to be 49 overs, became fru 
Quite where that came from, i jw«jgr 

d °Lear n claimed that, at a for ihe first 

management meeting in.DeUu 

before the tournament, it had -« 

been made dear that two five- Cassar wen 
minute drinks breaks would Bnmn lab 
not be included in the three and S3 to 
hours allocated for each side to beta*i she 
bowl their overs. attempt id 


By restricting New Zealand 
to 175 for six. the England 
bowlers, for the first time on 
this tour, had shown their true 
capabilities. A total of 18 wides 
was the only blemish, but that 
was partly because of strict 
umpiring: the New Zealand 

bowlers conceded 14 wides. 

As expected. New Zealand 
struggled against the leg spin 

of Kathryn Leng and Char¬ 
lotte Edwards: Leng conceded 
only 2 b runs off her 12 overs 
and Edwards picked up the 
prized wicket of Debbie 
Hockley, the opening bats¬ 
man. who batted for 35 overs 

in compiling 43 runs. 

The England reply faltered 
at the start within four overs 
Helen Primmer had been dis¬ 
missed and. after four promis¬ 
ing boundaries. Edwards 
became frustrated with the 
accuracy’ of Catherine Camp¬ 
bell. the off spinner, and. not 
for the first time, perished by 
playing across the line. 

F Sue Metcalfe and Jane 
Cassar were run out and Jan 
Brittin laboured 2b hours 
and S3 balls over 32 runs 
before she went in a vain 
attempt to increase the tempo. 







■, appeals for ajuiKrut 


Then came the unexpected 
announcement Play was told 
up twice as Karen Smithies, 
the England captain, attempt¬ 
ed to resolve the confusion 
with the umpires, who 
claimed at no stage to have 
altered their original stance. 
Smithies was out first ball 
aiming an angry heave to mia- 
wickei off Hockley’. 

Whatever the circumstances 
of their defeat. England know 
That a World Cup final at Eden 
Gardens was allowed to sup 
from their grasp. Only wMe 
Edwards was batting freety 
did they look capable of reach¬ 


ing their target. A lack of 
experience in chasing totals 
under pressure told against 
them. “As long as we had 
wickets intact it was always a 
target we could have achieved, 
but it wasn’t to be,” Smithies 
said. “We never really got 
going in the early stages of the 
inn ings and lost wickets regu¬ 
larly. Then came the decision 
of the umpires: one over could 
have made a big difference. 

England, world champions 
no more, travel to Calcutta 
today to watch* the final 
between Australia and New 
Zealand on Monday. 


SCOREBOARD FROM MADRAS 


dE cember£]^! 


SPORT 


Tyson and 
Holyfield 
lining up 
for Lewis 

•"-tests’** - 

SSs&ff- # 

aser 

heavyweight charapron- 
c^sidering movingf™® 

23£& s & , ~ 

Men.tftm(IBF)bfctoMer, 

-SBEssEk 

Showtime. 

.jsssssS 1 - 

make a mandatory . t 

defence ofhisWBCMle in 

July against Zdjko^ 

Mavrovic, of Croatia 



NEW ZEALAND 

DHoddeycL«igbM«Hixta.. « 

E Dn*nm tm b Smews-- 

S Fnin mn out .. §5 

K Winters bSmfthUa ... v .- •" 

•u i ouiis b Revnard--—--!“ 


' JUS'J. .i One-day inquiry 

r Mwareta b CanpbalI -^ ■ CMCKET: Indian . 

| Officials yesterday oreered an 




Extras fr 2. bft w 18).. 

Total (B wkts, 50 overs) ^ 

to Rote. K Brown and C CampbeB dM 

FALLOT WICKETS: 1-B. 2-92. 3-101. 

4- 128,5-16*6-172 ___ 

dowunG' Taylor 10-1-29-0; Stw*k 

l an* lOftft&ft Reynad 
ID-1-38-1; Comer 5-0-1*ft Edwards 

5- 1-16-1. • _ _ 

UnpkBs; p Vertietasan arxl N Mukwran- 


K Lwtg ^ Bfldo N!C3K»aju..- „ 

C Connor run out- -.—" a 

C Taylor not out...-f 

Bdrss (lb 5 , w 14. rt) 3)."-S 

Total && -— 


between India and Sri Lanka 

after the pitch was ; 
declared loo dangerous for 

play. Sri Lanka had, 

reached 17 for one tram three 
overs on Thursday d _ 

Indore when the deosion was 
taken. The ball had Deen 
breaking through tie pitch’s 

dusty top surface. 


—— - —TShah putting faith in spin 

Waugh rescues Anstrah 


caches to impress upon thor four by ***, losing Greg 

players that they cannot a aNQTHER combative in- by Our Sports Staff Blewett stumped for 26. as 

is Benson and f d J of Ihe first’list , Ju^ Ansfralia were 


the present political climate; 
that support has to be seen as 
having a limited expectation 

°*TTie status of the Great 
Britain team seems uncertain 
and nothing has been said 
about whether Peter Woods is 
to remain the national coach. 


Manchester 


P W D L OL F APte 
IB 9 6 3 1 77 5® “ 


'hsr \l i ! ? ills 


M ii'Ui JSS19 

jars™** JJJ 1 * 

Cl cnlL»Tin mckcaies m 

m overt*'*? Teams are awarded 
one pom! lor each loss 


-foe Jirst day of foe hrst i esi 
against Sbdth Africa in Mel¬ 
bourne yesterday. 

Waugh's stonewall resis¬ 
tance gave way to accorn- 

plished'srroke-making w leave 

him unbeaten on 87 at stumps. 
Waugh and Ricky- Ponbiyg- 
with 5 ft not out, wrested the 
initiative from Hansie 
Cronje’s side after two sra- 
sions of slow scoring. In eight 
Tests against South Africa, 
Waueh has amassed 760 runs 
at an average of 84.44. with 
two centuries. 

Waugh and Ponnngs 
129-001 partnership took just 


that -we: build a.,bif^.first . 
innings because die wicket b 
only going to get harder to bat 
on and [Shanel Warne is going 
to play a big part. beomse Fa^ 
Symcox did spm a few today. 

In front of 73.812 spectators 

ai the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground, the largest Test 
crowd at the venue for Z- 
years. South Africa went to 
lunch with the three pnwd 
wickets of Marthew Elliott. 
Mark Taylor and Mark 
Waugh after conceding only 
*V4 runs. 

Australia laboured to 92 for 


ripe for a knockout blow. 
Waugh emphatically ^ an- 
swered doubts about his faim 
after a run of dismissals in the 
one-day triangular senes. 
South Africa thought that they 
had seen foe back of him when 
he edged a ball to Richardson 
with 'three overs left But 
Donald's jubilation faded 
when ihe umpire, Steve 
Bucknor, signalled a no-baU. 
Then, on foe third-last toll of 
the day. Waugh cut and was 
dropped by Kirsten at point off 
Pollock. 


HAVING experienced foe de¬ 
lights of Sun City on Christ¬ 
mas Day- the un . 

]9 team return to foe serious 
business of their-tour today 
with the second;of two four- 
day internanpnaas gainst 
South Africa, which will be 
played in Fochvflle, a rural 
community about 40 miles 
southwest of here. 

Since foe first international 

I in Cape Town, where England 

were extremely fortunate to 
escape with a draw, foe tour¬ 
ing team's stock has been 

^The arrival of Owais Shah 
this week and foe return to 
fitness of Jonathan Powell, the 
Essex off spinner, has added 
experience to the side. 

Their most recent game. 


From John Stern 

ns JOHANNESBURG 

which brought a welcome 
limited-overs wrn ova; South 
Africa Schools in Port Eliza¬ 
beth. has added to confidence, 
mainly because of foe quality 
of foe opposition. 

However, doubts stm re- 


Paul Franks, who led foe side 

in foe first international m | 
Shah's absence, will again 
bear' foe brunt of foe pace 
bawling after fairing , f0 ^ 

65 in a South Afncfa total of 

504 for eight. . 

“l*ra happy with foe way Pm 
bowling and l firmly behew 
that I can cause problems far 
all foe South Africa top order. 


main about the ability 
P.ncland side to pace them- 


England side to pace trem- KLriwm everyone a boost It 
selves over foe tongafoe South 
The habit of teing wicketeiuv ^ he is 

clusters, fast before or ato of ^ last oneway 

match- Hopefully fane will be 

some jitters m foeir dressmg- 


intervals, is one that will have 

to be cured quickly. 

With foe weather likely fab® 


■ BASKETBALL: Lcndon 
Leopards dannedt 122-108 

victory over the Loiter 

Riders in the Budveiser 

League yesterday arter 

some remarkable lmg-range 
shooting in the firshalf. 

Billy Mims^ Leopads hit 
eight of their 11 duw- 
point attempts before tne 
interval and built a 
20 -point lead before foe 
Riders fought foeirway 
back. 

Sturgeon elusive 

■ CYCUNOsCarl 
Sturgeon, of Leicesttr, 
yesterday overcamea five- 
minute handicap towinthe 



Kempton Park ^ 

Going: 30X qxxi io ‘0*t m p 13025 S 

12,40 ncfci 1 ■ EMU** WrtUMTS- !' 
0.1, 0 Betie: 0«« t7-1) 3. p, 

irH Toie £13 '30. S3 ». n-BO DF .53 « ; 

CSF i57-W __ . I 

110 |*n cn, 1 . FiddBng Tho Facte (M A ; 
Fiagefa«. Mi. 2- Fotesi; l»w> 

Onowa i a- 11 6 1 

a MHendenon Talc »200.£i AO.szai. 

OF S420 CSF-E7 54 

1^5 i. Serenua ffJ AFtcgcraW. 

KjnosWd Peril t-2j 7 

&«,!» 2/1.181 MHenderoon Tje £3 40 

^ 10 BIO DF £420 CSP £9 59 

Ti.casJ Sj2 94 

230i*pa?e32 

2SS 12m or 11. Kadastiot'A ThMrtwi. 

7 Laka Kaitja r 6-J WT 3 Zabadi [| 5 

Yen £360 £1 90. £1 20 DF- £1 90 C3- 
£582 r 

Ltmnt.ii. &-11 2. ToOy Bia-vn (S-ll 3 
Decvtwrg ni-ll Fr^mfeh-P .fi-nav 
iwi 51 C'SS MTwswnOav^To'eClISO- 
E3dO.£2W.DF £2J40.CSF W M 
Jactoot- CS6.415 JO (0.1 winning 

£7151141 canted forward n 
Kempiori part, todayl - 

ptacepot £522-10- Ouadpot £60.70. 

Ayr 

Gc^g: salt. te «mt> pia&s 

12.55 i2n 1. Forz^jp 

7-2l- Z S.iliego3 e?*? 

(11-2.1 10ran 31. H JIJONan » 

El» £1 50 £2 10 DF W 50 Tne £-20 
CSF ta IS Tncas: E2552 
123 Cm cm i wash Max* 
fl-5 tavi- 2. La Hwera iWMi 3- CrtlK'tw 
ms. Karp N"Eg?5 1", i* ,: i- J 

u»® We £1totl 10 S4 00- ^ 
DPK.MVi3?M CSF £11 39 
zoo ' 2 m « f-^l 1 ? 

Mcdf-irti. a il. 2 . T «u« fa 

Fc^KmqPWl HoorfO' LWO 7ran 


IV. n S K«!la*nll Tote- C12 70. £3 50. f 
ES 20 Of £76 10 CSF ClOB M ] 

2.35 (3m it*11. Ju'A^Capte'n |MrC 

Slonr/. 7 2l. 2. GoW 17-2) 3 . 

ilO-li rJdugni> Fuiwo^ 1 taw irar|3l O 
Mrs J 9m Tow C5 80 £3 10. £1 70 DF ( 

£700 CSF £1471. 

3.10 12m 4i f 

McOam. 6 11. 2.JM Sctf »• 

Solagidv* {6-1 lavi hifen. 3V 
T»?E6 30. £2 10 —20 DF L14.I0 CSF 
31 

340 12m 41 Wl«i 1. 

TvriuT 5-2 1 2. Rosso! itIavi 3. BelK Hill 

^ran K e.A W^T^- 

£3 40. £2 30 d 70 DF £320 CSF. W 2b 

| ptecapoc £541.40. Quadpoc D64.B0. 

Hereford 

Going: lA gwd 'a m 

12J5 12m 31 110yd Mel 1. ®wm I 17 

I w jo DF £8 60 CSF. Cl 8 29 

i rw 1'ifn 311 lOrd hdiel 1. Ttte Vilaep Way 

Sf^Tg.U 6 14 in >« Dr«na Kjng Mr 
1,1 Miss V wmionv: | 

£210 d 30.£66° ES 110 C23--W^^ C,SF 

ram 2t hdiei 1 Weeohar We* U R 

SSfSfSD 8 ^* W CSF 

£14 50 TiiMSLETO'JA. 

5.460 CSF £17 46 TncMt E ” 511 _ 

2J35[2m31110yd Wei 1 
> J Jones. 10-11 2 Caf>»ll|l 

; rjiucccri i7-2f 11 ten NR Ur"v cneoi 
GJi.Ttic *■.? '^ 
£300 Cijp £160 DF 
3 CM* CSF £3029 T nc«c£BJ43 

k 305 {3m 1! 110,11 ]■ ' T 

1 Jertte. IM (avi 2 Hoaosdanre 114-M 3 


52 20 DF £24 30 v-EF £27 35 


SNOW REPORTS 


ANDORRA 

Soldeu 

AUSTRIA 

KitzbuhCl 

Obergufgl 

FRANCE 

AJpedHuez 


ITALY 

Cenrinla 


Condwona Runs to 
Pisla Oti.'o resort 


7S good vaned 
(Mostly good sking aval* 


75 Raid t’eavy , 

(Good s*«no on Ihe upper slopes! 
120 good powder good 
(Excellent sWing on Iresn 3MWI 


Weather 

I5pm) c 


0 22.M2 

■G 22/12 


-J 21/12 


- 321 ' 12 

(ExceWenl Srting on runs above 1.800m/ 


200 qood heavy g°°a 
(Excelfenf skiing on all pBtasf 


^^ AND 45 ^SySl^ n 92 ,fl^ SE S, lad 1 21/12 

vgB g JL> .VI Jum Fort tote. Stop-* - »>j —■ 
_ 1 1 —. ' — • —. 1 - lower slopes: U - upper. 

Source SKi Club d Gieat Britain. 


0 21/12 


Trcaat £24 31 I 

Rawpat £55.80. a»dpot£aaa I ^ 

Huntingdon kS 

Going: good io sol1 _' , P* 3Q ^ I 

S'SLJE to 

s , ssr«.3fs.sr«fw & 

Baman. 7-2i: 2. EJe^pnr/^ (5-TI 1 

irAehari Bicmnan 7-4 IJV|. •- 1 e- 

ban«f 140-U. 3 The Brewei {7;Z> 13ran. 

NR SfomM Epaaai i4i, t'4l «j HjAJh*d I 
l3e SiTeiTO. »» »» **’ l 
£60.20 CSF- E86.25 Tncast E242 74 “ 

2.00 (3mcrti 1 Ocsan L«derWF I 2 

4-11.2. Kasanas* 1 * 0 3. I £ 

is-a Gems. LJd 2-1 tav 7 ran NR^ Back , 
S^er^*!pa«tova 0*1 j 

£390. E340 DF. £1oS0 CSF £Z7iU , 

sfi^5St34¥S5S ; 

: 

t Auburn to/, a. 

1 £11 70. £320. £■*£ DF EB«W- «*■ 

I £29 06 Tncasr £69-30 

3J30 -an 110/d «3H 1. BmnJS ¥ 

t 

' I 

ouadpoc £12.70. 

Market Rasen 

Going: h&wv. soHP*w« I 

1Z30 i2m u iiovo 

s ; 

M30 CSF £3017 TncastE23831. 

12 fSa ftr II *\ JiKSftJ'JBS 

94) Z MarVBt'jEKraP* 7 -’^| 

1 . SfflsSifjrafess 
- ^sate^S!®? 
„2 

,, 2 s£isla»«»ja 

*ssMS E 5tsS r ^ 

.112 

E] 93 OF £230 


3.35 12m il HOyd hfla| 1. Beiw [K^R 
cSJ 4-U: 2 . Strarh (7-2i. 3. LwO HasM 

^HL’TssfitffsS 

trs&tiS&sb-Wxi 

ptacepot *24.70. Quadpot El7J5a 


Sedgefield 




Tote 5210. £1 TO. Eiao- w- 

31 ch) 1. SteMlc (K MS- 

tort. 2. Tudor Feta»^2 {^). 3-®$? 

?Kjacia3?tl■»^ »■» CSF.£2405 
STfi 48 ^ 1. Chipped Wic 

sareso csf eierTS , _ 

o an mm tiCyd etw 1. VerWe ? 

3-1 jSwT a. val to 

wTs. Xaoete I?' fyJSJp' 

r 7 00 CSF £1209 TnoaS £26 00. ^ 
3.00 (2m 5f llOwl Wlei 1. 
fjcCoim3=V. 9-4 1 W|. l Sy*®’ 

V'ro sa. 

Ill B Flkson. 1 OB 

£1 ffl 0= 5h3 80 CSF £16 29 Tncaa. 

Sa^T. H rde) 1 . Oy»9“ 

2 Generals Oidars^ -7^ 3. 


120 Cm cn| 1. RobhB SJSfcSl 

iM,.TM« g ck J1»-g.3.Tf»Can«“ 8 S 

K‘.*T*n£ 

Cl .50. DF- £19.10. Tito. ESS 60 C3-- 
E45 11. Tncast El29 37 u . nWmvier >p 

,nn i-n, II .-+U 1. HU* 1 ™ V 


ing off breaks and Chns 
Stfoofield leg spin. 

HOCKEY 

Lancashire 
turntables 
on old rivals 

By Sydney Friskin 


Powe*. C 
WBon. 




cyclo-cross at Kenilvorth for 
the third successive /ear. 


FOR THE RECORD 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL _ 
HONOLULU. Aloha Bowt WMhingfcte 51 

MONTOtSffl? . 'a** 5 ** 

Ososic: C3ray 31 Bkte 24. ■ 

ATHLETICS 

caoss oDUfrrfrr: Co^®^ m 


Bttfliaa&vteg 

1. S Bowara fDore« toup Bldgrs J. Afe 
2rr*i 15GOC 2. A Butt (Hrarovea-Trant) 
sama ttowt. A MacDonald GA Cydesi ai 
137. 

TIME-TRIALS'. ShMay RC (WythaS. 10 
K'Tr WrteTlWaMCkshlte RQ 
2228; 2. M Waad wire Fc mtC RC) 22:4ft 
1 NWaHcxd (CC Ecftso) 2321 Toam: CC 


SSSbHwmw 


£40.40. Quadpoe £i SM. 

Wetherby 

Going: sofi 

12.45 Or. 4! 1 loyanew 1. ArdertS^ul IN 

te^sv. 1l-l»: 2. M J- 

& ‘.a-IIJk Sow • » «ran 
ci a Mn S Smm. Too. yo-M -»«<■ 
fjgn riB3 QF £1 66 40 TrW £161 20 

SPcTsS 

WS’iSSaPfBStf 

Silk'S lA^ IjMg 

ta &<a M tenmord. T«o U.7D ur 
E1.W CSF £2 ?S 
l 50 12m 

5-a. 2.HOJ5M « PTSEfitS' rrknSl 


Tote £160 PF’£ ,7 ° ^ 


2^5 i3m 11 =h) 1. faS l R ^mw’g!^ 
TTT 2 mm Bpb (9-21: 3. Spa«Y 

dm. df nao6 

£1 1 70 , EL40 , 'aM Trw, EtOSO 

^^^t£4UJ0. duadpot 00.00 

Wincanton 

Gong: good *o sot- 1,1 

ti SO (2m rxttei i. Potter Again tR 

..d iMi 2 Kentfcni Tala {12-1J. I 

I Tcia £<010 CSF: £15 *® 


S«ht2 4flfa “of. til 40. CSF £1998 1 

3 J3Q i2m lulal 1. CMWJOO lABtfMjl^- j 

£130 0F- Tro ; 

£105 60 CSF: 0907 

piacapot £S32a ouadpoc caao. 

Wolverhampton 

£3 00. E1.S0. OF. £2750 CSF E25 66. 

SSSfe-9Wff*^| 

2.1 s 1911. Tauchante* y Ow «£ 
&nwoun«teb^4-1>: jljl 

i« i , is r *sifr Jf i 

Sell'S. 

S». £ 1 ® £1.40. £4 50^0^^^. Trio. 
0620 CSF: £10.42. Tricast 
3.50 lim 40 V R» 

s^-Sgffs 

DF Cir.lO - 

420 (im 11 Tftptfl 1. S 

amto i f.-n, 2. Muara Bay (7-4 iw). a. 

■ 

□F^Ell»• Tn* E241.1U CSF: £»«■ 
TnoaS- £301.04 

sr-rT'p^TxSo'fl 

MTO ei so. DF £2180. Tw C7.9a CSF. 

£25.43 Treast£9200 ^ __ <n 

S»p0t£Se5.Ba ttaappEi: £37.10. 


LANCASHIRE, who were 
knocked out of tto county 
championship semi-finals by 
Cheshire last season, turned 
the tables on their traditional 
rivals by beating them 2-1 m 
the annual Boxing Day match 
at Chester yesterday. 

Peter Cratchley, the Chesh¬ 
ire manager, aid not be¬ 
grudge Lancashire then- 
victory. "It was an even game 
but Lancashire stepped up a 
sear in the second half and 
deserved to win,” he said- 
After ten minutes, Bell put 
Lancashire ahead with a well- 
taken goal, while Retiison 
levelled the scores from a 
deveriy worked short comer 
in the twentieth minute. 

At half-time, Ashcroft, who 
had kept goal for Cheshire, 
was replaced by Stoneley, 
from Brooklands, who stood 
up well to the pressure exerted 
by Lancashire, but could not 
prevent Capper from scoring 
the winning goal toi minutes 
before the end. . 

However, Cheshire, who 
won foe veterans match 4-3 
and the under-21 encounter 
5-0 earlier in the day, retained- 
foe Boxing Day Trophy. The 
fixtures were cancelle d last 
year because of a frozen 
pitch. 



basketball 

NATIONAL ASSOOATION (NBA)'. Lteti 
107 Houston 103: CWC80O 90 Mum 80.. 
BUOWSSER LEAGUE: L*k*s!w Riders 
UJ8 LaopacdS 122- 

CRICKET ~ 


Iwja: CHESHIRE CAitaoft 

M SSsI 


Leopardstown 

DPOOO CSF £78t. 1 

I Ifs^CIW ^-M CSF: EIS^O. 


lawlst O O wal ih v (DeesKJ® Ra fit ter^ 

WMsMr 

LANCASHIRE: D 

SttSiii-. v 

IJnxdrwNi Gw*» and R Ou To* p»«i 
Northern Coun*i*i). .. 


First Test match 
Australia v Sooth Africa 

MELBOURNE flint day of "W.Agw£ 
tArt 8»tf: Austrsfis haw aoored SOB for 
lot m»etsagamt South Mikb 
AUSTRALIA: Fast bwgs 
MTEBottoRehBKftonbKkBanar :.fi 
-MATayipro IQrawn bMcfcft bn — ^..20 
G S-Blewett st RiehaKtaon b Symow ..20 
M E Wteigh c FBchwcban b Donald —.0 

S R Wauan ml out.!«—.— —— 87. 

R T Pcntff^i r« oil ^..— ff 

Baras (b 1. b 5. nb 5) —. — jj 

Total {4 vrkto) --206 

-h A Holy. P H Baffle). S K Warns. M S 
jc>jprfl«4c2 and Q D McGrath to bat. 
FALLOF WICKETS- MB. 2-42.3-44,4 -Tf. 
BOWLING- DonsW 17-6^6-1: Pntock 21-S- 
gMLWuwiW-15^28-1; McMBan-10^- ■ 

tW::aSc«-19^46.1: Kafc MM{- 
CfalWW . ' 1 

SOUTH AFRICA: G KWfln. A MlElaoher, J 
HKato. D J Cuflnsrt, *W4 /Oanfi, BM 
.MrtSSi. a M PoDoeft L tQuasrar, ID J 
ftSwSsat. P L Symstt. A A Domtd. 
Urrorta: S A Buctotor (Weal lm*S8) 600 S 

GRcndeBlAurintt). 

. Mach wKbi e HMadiiBBBa.tai Lartca). 

; 7 CYCUNG ~ 

/~iflaj>CnosSrCo«jntrY RC (Kenliwrth 

IrAanafienal Stadium, 10 hmk}: .1. J 


rRadfexd Pocountantel 23:04 3. M Doe 04 
Nomads Cq 23OT Team: hwForeatX: 

' Ur 14frtn 27sec. Essex RCC 

(HanrdngtiakL 10 miles). 1. FWnghl (Team 
btean) »min 39o«S 2. s Timan (Esse* 
RCQ 27:33; 3. W Thomas (Esse* RCC) 
27:59. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Club matches 

Fartheratocte IB Wahabld 12 

l -artte 32 HantiD 14 

IMgan 46 StHehns 2 

RUGBY UNION 

AOTad Dunbrar Premtenhtp 
First division 

Svacana 21 UrtcaaSx 22 

RteMwr Tiles Constable R Walace. 
Con: Lynagh. Pons Lyrogr 2. Dropped 
goat Lyha^i. Lelceatar Try./on Heerden. 
Con: Svansty Pens Siransi/4 Dropped 
gout Strarsky Alt 14.291. . 

Welsh Loague 
First division 

Btadowood 10 Caerptfly 82 
Bbcfcwood: Try: Johnslorn. Con: Lay. 
Pen: Lay. CotrphfOy. Trias: C Brown 3.1 
PtdflpB 2, Bidgood. fey. tJavey. 
Savastana penalty try ConcDaveye 


Club match 
HarttepooJ R 


13 West-Uvttepool 
TENNIS 


MIAMI BEACH Florida: Orange Bowl 
tounomanb Boys Unt*r- 18 -. Fourth 
tounefc T Messmai (Gen tat Hama (Peru) 
7-6,36.7-S; WerJero Chetg (Tanrani W □ 
Grolc (Dp) 4ft 7-5.7ft: N Iteasu (CWIei bt 
V Sanon (Kmy Coast) 7-5.13. KZlv (let) w 
K Ivanoi-SnTOensW (Russ) 5-2.4ft, G-4; R 
Rt*B (US)« MKralDOMl (Swttj) 6-4, b-l; L 
Uabel (Gar) W G Plata! (U 6-4, &-£ j 
Larinsky (Cz) tt P Cfliwras(Sp| ft4,8ft; P 
Aiquez (Am) t* J Jearafare (Fr) 6-1. 6-1 
UndeM ft Quenetftnafar Fjopaz (Sn) bl B 
Bachen(Ger) 6ft-6-7. 6* j deJ&mas 

hi A FascWng (AusMa 3 ft 6-2 rar. 1 

Kunttaln (Russ)-bt S Bate |JS) 6-3. &ft Q 

6, 6-3. Grtc unaeMft twd round: C 
Black <Zsn\ bt J Lehntwft usi 63. 6ft-. I 
VWc (Cro) bt TParWwk fete) flr 2 . 7-5;T 
Pier* (SkwerJa)« K CSpl/B (Ba() 6ft. 7-5; 

W w - 

0-1-. G Valetova ptoraWa « I &ajwutina 
(Kai) 63. 6 ft M Mkflabn (USI bt M 
Sequara-PwiK Pten) m, 6 ft; E 
Demenoeva fffess) bl S Urteova (Stowteta) 
6-3, 6-4; J Korianic ICro'bt Z GuS 
IHun) 6 ft 6-1. UPder-16: Quarter-drWs; L 
OomnouerfSp] MATmott(Yuo) 3ft fri. 
6 ft UFl*(pi|i*I bt Bft WJ 

6 ft S Short* (RJ bt M Buf (Gei) 7ft 6 ft 
LSanctw W tt A Cargi (usj 7 ft, 5 . 7 . 
























































winner made from spare parts 
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Paul itrdieflo leads the field in one of the MaraneDo Ferrari Challenge races: "I think you have to be part of the car. It’s all very well tuning the car and the suspension, but unless you are in tune with it yourself there’s no point” 
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a certain 


else: All 


But if 


the Teletubbies 


more tetters to 


m 


’s Genie could 


.gift: If you want 
‘ in fins country 
: is ai least two 
you have got the, 
required , to foot 


you could bnya 
one, but then if 
,t a Ferrari for 
d can afford it 
it to meet your 


'7T7T 


IB I 


IT 

3Jrl 


wait just wasn't 
gh fen: Paul 
i car- with the 
arse badge bad 
Christmas list for 
s. So when the 
ed “Oh- no you 
as ready with an 

U-”. . 

Bd was to build a 
na, spare parts. 

• put together by 
ed around the 
. of a crash-daxn- 
i, 38-year-old 
defied die odds 
all coiners by 
i year's Mara- 
Challenge, race. 


irrfmary 328GTB 
a voted - Best 
in the 12-race 
ade that puts it 
■fii any factory 
eL Only its star- 
colour marks.it 
traditional red 

awards come chi 
‘Go’s suc ce ss last 
his first competi- 
effents with the 
the Ferrari 
Year title. 

-c is far more 
racer. It is the 
f afife-long-mo- 
i that started 
schoolboy* he 

■ <ar, a Ford 
15 . Three yeara 
Lash-from part - , 
[was back in the 
ou ght an S-TYpe 

tTa Ferrari on 
ft his sights and 
do. Some* 
MaraneHo 
like no 


Paul Ciardiello 


dreamt of having 


a Ferrari —so he 


built one for 


himself. Vaughan 


Freeman reports 


other marque, the tijbsi are in 
evidence at every graiid prix, 
and, regardless of where they 
come from, their passion is 
extreme. 

Paul Ciardiello had been 
.toudued by the magic that has 
kept one badge—and only one 
badge — in the top flight of 
racing since 1947. No fairy tale 
could be more a p p ropriate 
than his in the-year that the 
cars that bear the pranring. 
torse badge notched op SO 


“I used to be one of those 
kids that stood an the side of 
the road with my mouth open 
whenever I saw a Ferrari go 
by,” hesays; “Ihavq spent 25 
years building my business 
up so that I could afford to go 
motor racing, and the success 
. of the business has allowed 
me to be able to race a Ferrari, 
even if it is rather late in life.” 

On his way to the coveted 
tides this season, Ciardiello 
and his 328GTB also notched 
up five dass lap recor ds a t 
tracks including Donington, 
Snetterton, Sflverstone and, 

the one he most cherishes, the 

Earrmita One Spa Framxir- 
diampstrack. 

T he aptly nicknamed 
“Yellow Peril” Ferrari 
started life as a crash 
victim, not surpris¬ 
ingly since the business 
CianJieUo had worked so hard 
building up was Maidenhead- 
based Accident Repair Techni¬ 
cians, which specialises in 
repairing damaged cars. He 
sawthe potential o£ the Ferrari 
wreckage, salvaged the chas¬ 
sis and began to .work on 
graightening it out • 

Years of Ferrari manta, and 
a career in motor engineering, 
had resulted in- ciardiello 
building his own private cbl- 
fectibn of spare parts- T™® 5 

were recruited lb start creating 

the car and uprate thefrasic 
Ferrari engine and chassis 
with, modified cylinder heads 
and camshafts, an exhaust 
system designed by a friend in 
Rirmula-One, and an own- 


design petrol tank. Deter¬ 
mined to save weight, he then 
began creating his own glass- 
fibre body, using a 328 body 
mould. Hand-crafted alumi¬ 


nium body parts were added, 
all the while that the 


completely to 
race regulations. 

His fcrrari diet was so 


successful that the car is now 


handicapped, horse-race style, 
with 14Gkflos of metal strap¬ 
ped to tile bottom during 
races. 

“I knew we could save only 
tenths of a second with the 
engine, tot by working on the 
handling, brakes and suspen¬ 
sion, and keeping the car light, 
we can save much more tune.” 
hesays. 

“We straightened the dr as 
sis fold put a rollcage on it, 
fold have spent a lot of time on 
how it handles and making 
the brakes fold rimes work. It 
has obst a hell of a lot of man 
hours." 


Real cars that looked just like toys 



What could go in a Beaulieu Christmas stocking? 


Lord Montagu considers some novel possibilities 


Outspan Orange: an alarming tendency to roD over 


N ow the years he 
spent building up 
his business are be¬ 
ginning to («y off. 
He owns five Ferraris, includ¬ 
ing a- new 355 Spider and a 
braoe of 328GTs. "Perhaps it’s 
because my parents were Ital¬ 
ian,” he says. 

The ultimate thrill came at 
the Belgian Spa circuit: “It was 
great to pass the chequered 
flag at Spa. I had never been 
there before, and that was the 
most gratifying win, as well as 
taking the lap record, and not 
by a few tenths of a second but 
:by a huge amount.” 

Having a good car is one 
thing...But rivals have been 
impressed by the way 
Ciardiello, who only started 
raring last year, has beeuabte 
to beat, competitors such, as 
500bhp F40s. with his 320bhp 
car, and drivers with far more 
experience than his ■ two 
seasons. - - 

He says: “I cannot explain 
howl drive. r just get in and 
go. I think you have to be part 
of the car when you 'drive. You 
have to fed one with . the 
machine, the two of you work¬ 
ing .together. Its afl way well 
tuning the car and the suspen¬ 
sion, but unless your are in 
tunewith it yourself, there's no 

pant” .. • 

But after 25 years of hard 
working and longing, perhaps 
it*s no surprise GardfeOo 
is so in tune with the Ferrari 
that happens' Jo tome from 
Maidenhead - .rather .. than.. 
M&ranrilo. • 



D aiml er Bottle its radiator echoed a crown stopper 



Manx Peel: better in a museum than on the road 


S ome cars are classics, 
some become legends, 
others are disasters ... 
and some are novelties. And 
Groin the odder items in the 
Beaulieu collection, we could 
provide fillers for the larger 
size of Christmas stocking, 
starting with a bottle of beer. 

The 1924 Daimler Bottle at 
Beaulieu is a rare survivor of 
a fleet that promoted Bass & 
Worthington Breweries in 
the days when enter pr ising 
companies had special ad¬ 
vertising vans buih in the 
shape of their products. 

Beaulieu’s Bottle entered 
the collection in 1958 after 
promoting Worthington 
White Shield pale ale for 
more than three decades. 
The idea originated before 
the First World War, when 
the manager of Worthington, 
a Dutchman, had a round- 
radiatored Spyker car (Hol¬ 
land's leading marque) 
turned into a bottle van. But 
Spyker abandoned the circu¬ 
lar radiator after the Armi¬ 
stice; so when the brewers 
needed more bottle vans, a 
new source of chassis was 
sought. Daimlers were cho¬ 
sen because the traditional 
fluting on the radiator ech¬ 
oed the shape of the crown 
stopper on (he bottle’s neck. 

The Daimler has a Bed¬ 
ford truck engine, fitted after 
the Second World War to 
replace the original sleeve- 
valve power unit. Though 
tills displaces only three li¬ 
tres against the five of the 
Daimler sleeve-valve, it pro¬ 
duces more than adequate 
power to propel the not 
insubstantial weight of the 
sheet-iron bottle bodywork 
along. But it is hard work; 
steering is heavy and lades 
even the empirical “servo- 
asasT of a lead-filled steer¬ 
ing wheel rim used on some 
Daumiers in those pre-power 
steering days. 

The four-speed gearbox is 
filled with heavy-grade, oil 
that lakes a long time to 
warm up and it is difficult to 
engage the unsynchronised 
gears without embarrassing. 


crunching sounds. Idiosyn¬ 
cratic features include a 
push-on handbrake working 
on a transmission drum and 
a central throttle pedal that 
looks like an fouminium 
girder and disappears into a 
slot on the floor when you 
tread on it 

Next out of the stocking 
was the Outspan Orange; 
one of six built in the 1970s to 
promote the South African 
fruit producers. It uses the 
powertrain of a 998cc Mini 
with automatic transmission 
in a spaceframe chassis with 
a wheelbase of only 4ft — the 
same as its track —- over 
which is fitted the spherical 

glass-fibre body, fitted with 
orange-tinted windows and 
trimmed inside with seg¬ 
mented orange leather. 

like the biblical Holy City, 
its length, breadth and 
height are approximately 
equal at 7ft tots, which, 
coapled to that ultrashort 
wheelbase, makes for some¬ 
what unsettling handling 
characteristics. ) am told 
there are 200lbs of ballast 
built into the rear of the 
chassis to prevent the orange 
from rolling forward under 
hard braking. 


W hen we were given 
the Orange in 1981 
we were told it had 
been tested on London Trans¬ 
port's double-decker tilting 
rig and remained stable up to 
the rig's 39 degree limit That, 
of coarse, was a static test; 
under power it feels alarm¬ 
ingly unstable, and I take 
with a very large pinch of salt 
the claim of another Orange 
owner that he has driven at a 
steady 70rapfa on a motorway. 

The entrance is at the rear, 
the driver sits centrally, right 
foot horizontally forward 
down a tunnel beneath the 
dashboard with the throttle 
and brake pedals at its far 
end. while his left foot rests 
on the floor, poised to make a 
quids eat if the Orange starts 
to roll over... 

And after the Orange... a 
little Peeli The Peel three- 


wheeler, apart from being 
the only make of car to come 
from the Isle of Man, is 
almost certainly the smallest 
ever marketed, only 4ft 5ins 
long, 3ft 31ns wide and 3ft 
lOins high, and weighs just 
1301bs, making it lighter than 
most drivers. It has only one 
seat — which looks suspi¬ 
ciously like a cut-down tubu¬ 
lar office chair — and no 
reverse gear. Instead, a han¬ 
dle on the rear allows the 
driver to lift the tail and 
wheel it into the tiniest of 
parking spaces. 

T he bodywork is a glass 
fibre moulding, fin¬ 
ished inside in that 
utilitarian grey spatter-finish 
paint normally reserved for 
the grimmer kind of public 
buildings, and a bulge down 
the right of the cabin con¬ 
ceals the 49ce DKW two- 
stroke engine, which is 
started by sharply pulling up 
a lever on the floor. 

Not only is there no sound 
insulation, but a bole in the 
engine cowling allows the 
choke lever to poke through, 
so the high-pitched rasp of 
the power unit is always 
evident. A crude quadrant of 
the steering column support 
bracket is vaguely linked to 
the thr ee -sp ee d transmission, 
but you need lots of throttle 
and dutch slip to overcome 
the engine’s minimal power 
output when moving away 
from the rest. 

Its makers claimed the 
Peel bad been “tested rigor¬ 
ously over the Isle of Man TT 
course... |and| the handling 
is comparable to a normal 
car”, but that is surely wish¬ 
ful thinking. The little red 
runabout has tiny kart 
wheels with knobbly tyres 
and feels decidedly unstable 
long before you reach its top 
speed of around 35mph- 
U only cost £199 new, was 
cheap to run and bridged the 
cap between moped and 
Bubble car, but I cant help 
thinking it is far better off in 
a museum than it ever was 
on the road. 
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This weekend, like any other time of the year, is simply an extension of weekdays 


Just when you thought it 


was a good car day... 


B y ihis rime in the holiday 
cycle just about the last 
thing you wanr to read is 
another headache-induc¬ 
ing bleat from me about the state 
of the toilets at die Rip-Off 
Services on the MJ or a why-oh- 
why epic demanding changes to 
rhe rax structure relating to fuel 
oils and .. - there you are. you've 
nodded off already. 

The Christmas-New Year spell 
is a strange hiatus in our lives, a 
rime when we feel terribly worthy 
if we have to go to work. A friend 
of mine who used to be a senior 
figure in the insurance industry 
knew that it was time to take early 
retirement when his ultimate boss 
rang him while he was earing 
lunch on Christmas Day to ask a 
question that could have been 
asked on any day of the year. 
When my friend told this nuisance 
caiier thar he was surprised to be 
called at home and asked about 
work on Christmas Day. his boss 
replied: “Well I’m working, so 
why shouldn't you?" 

On the other hand, it is some¬ 
what odd that a dynamic economy 
in which millions of people work 
long hours can apparently afford 
to close down altogether for a 
week — or, in some sectors, two 
weeks — at Christmas. But at least 
this gives us a bit more road 
surface than we are used to 
having, which is why people who 
travel to work at this time of year 
tend to do so by car. even if they 
normally take the train. 

Yet some research that reached 
the newspapers just as Christmas 
was getting started showed that 
today may not be the best day to 
test the theory that driving is the 
best way to travel over Christmas. 
It is certainly easy on Christmas 
Day. which I spent driving back 
and forth for a family lunch in 
Devon, but Saturdays are a very 
different matter. 

This week's research showed 
that there has been a shift in the 
peak time for traffic on our urban 
roads. Weekday mornings are still 







liideous, but the absolute worst 
traffic nightmare occurs between 
llam and noon on a Saturday 
morning. 

The reason has much to do with 
changing leisure habits and our 
increasing wealth, thus making 
both shopping and leisure activi¬ 
ties part of the panoply of traffic- 
inducing factors. 

Today could provide an inter¬ 
esting test of this theory. There 
ought to be less traffic on the 
reads than a normal Saturday 
because many people, including 
university and school students, 
are away on holiday. But other 
factors weigh in the opposite 
direction. People travelling to 
watch or take pan in sports events 
now contribute hugely to the 
volume of traffic on our roads at 
weekends. 

The other factor with a particu¬ 
lar application today is the Janu¬ 
ary sales. Yes. 1 know what month 
it is, but for reasons undear to me 
the January sales now start on 
Boxing Day. Indeed, one of the 
most depressing sights on Christ¬ 
mas Eve is harassed shop workers 


DRIVEN TO 
DISTRACTION 



Peter 

Barnard 


at the end of a long day being 
obliged to put up sales stickers in 
the windows of stores, announc¬ 
ing that the item you bought as a 
Christmas present 10 minutes ago 
will cost half as much in 48 hours. 
Thanks a bunch, Mr High Street. 

These huge changes to our lives 
have meant that the days have 
gone when motorists could, for the 
sheer pleasure of it, cruise the 
sights of London and other large 
dries on Boxing Day. Sunday 
trading and the expansion of 
Sunday sport has meant that in 


dries, the whole weekend, wheth¬ 
er at Christmas or other times of 
the year, is now simply an 
extension of weekdays. I am all for 
shops being open every day, but it 
has to be admitted that the trend 
has cost us something: there is no 
longer a day. that is different to all 
other days. 

Every problem has a solution 
and this one is no different The 
answer, as is so often the case, is in 
our hands. Fbr example; the 
answer to the lunacy of the 
January sales thar started yester¬ 
day is for us to stay away. If we do 
not wish to travel in a crush of 
people every day of the week, the 
withdrawal of our custom will 
soon ensure that our wish is 
granted because retailers will 
have to behave differently if their 
customers refuse to play ball. 

Unfortunately, a sea change in 
our dries requires a sea change in 
customer attitudes and it has to 
happen among a large number of 
customers more or less simulta¬ 
neously. So are there any volun- 
teers out there to start the ball 
rolling? 
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Dodge Ram: the world's biggest pick-up and finger-right steering 


Engine: Eighf-cylinc - 
V10 producing 378blat 
5,100rpm (poor Ram-ts 
only 300). 

Transmission: Six-spd 
manual, rear drive thigh 
massive 13xl7In whet 
Performance: Q-60ra m 
4.5 seconds, 0-lQ0in 3. 
seconds and on to 172ph. 
Economy. Not a stro - 
point. Average I4mppp 
to 19mpg in motorwa 
cruising. 

Price: £68,800 on the-ad. 
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T he Ugly Sisters, were all of a 
twitter. They had been in¬ 
vited fo die Prince's Christ¬ 
mas ball—and just knew he would 
marry one of thou. “Great! Cinder¬ 
ella can drive ns. Well take the 
Dodge Ram pick-up; she can wait 
in the car park. Thar Ram is so 
macho, no one will even look at her. 

Sa an the great night, they set 
off. Cinders behind the wheel of the 
monster—the world’s biggest pick-. 
up — with its wonderful growly, 8- 
litre V30 engine: She zipped 
through ther gears from 0-60mph in 
just 8-5 secondhand (this being the 
.Magic Kingdom and free of speed 
• limits) soon reached amaximura of 
112mph. At the palace they shooed 
her away to await their return. 

Disconsolately, she twirled the 
finger-light steering, die Ram's 
quadruple rear wheels leaving 
trades in die lightly falling snow as. 
she drove tearfully into the carpark 
away from the brightly-lit palace. * 
But suddenly the Ram’s, giant 
97inx64in load deck glowed and 
she saw in her minor a beautiful 


Cinders 

bums 

rubber 


Stuart Birch enters 
the Magic Kingdom 


fairy who knocked on the cab roof 
wintrier wand and yelled: ‘Cinder¬ 
ella, you will go to the ball!" 

In a trice the chunky Ram, on 
sale in the Magic but not in the 
United Kingdom, was turned into 
an exotic Chiysler Viper GTS 
Coupe (“they share the same VI0 
engine. Cinders, but you get more 
powerat 40Qbhp instead of 30OT 
arid Cinders T s threadbare dunga¬ 
rees became an elegant ball gown. 

“Get the" pedal to the metal. 


Cinders, and have a ba’ said the 
Good Fairy. "But renuber this 
optional extra pack isnly good 
until midnight” 

Cinders gunned ti throttle, 
swept up to the front oie palace, 
stopped by the' vali, parking, 
ordered the car back foust before 
12 and entered the balli-11-55. as 
the blue Viper with rite stripes 
was returned to the fre door, she 
emerged with the prin 
"Cant waste time >h all that 
glass slipper stuff." s said, set¬ 
tling into the hip-hugig driver’s 
seat “irs 0-60mph in5-seconds, 
170mph top speed, git handling 
and really makes youyes water. 
We're out of here bet the dock 
strikes. We're histoty. 

The cacophonous and of the 
V10 blasted into the dir. In just 
five minutes Cinderdrifted the 
Viper through bends, pioiturrg its 
race-bred handling. : lowering 
torque figures, raanfor happi¬ 
ness. She was well oulf range by 
the time the dock stad to chime 
midnight 



.. ... 





?:<- .. • .. • ,. vir 


IWhPmI 

MWfiW 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































AUTHORISED 


Lancaster 

COLCHESTER 


RCi:;e/C: 


FI DEMO NOW IN 

Lancaster 5 tJc. 1 for Ferrari The Largest Motor Grcjp in the- UK 


El Ferrari 


Contact Steve Ham 0? Stcvs Cockett 01206 355500 
•M'tf.'t. 'an cas-.arpis.csr.-- cclchsotv r 'f —on 
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—LIMITED EDITION- 

——- 2-^-2 12 CYLINDER—— 
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ffr '-EC-oT AjTD J7 £14E.C2ii 
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PORSCHE WANTED 


Selling your Porsche? 

ccrlacl 

Roger Murphy 

The Porsche buyer 

0402 911 911 
RIVERVALE 


REGISTRATION ROLLS-ROYCE & 
NUMBERS WANTED BENTLEY WASTED 


VOLKSWAGEN 


VOLVO 
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TESTAR05-SA 27 2c:,2CC 
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;cS.AFCSSA "ST Sc4.2DC 
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• 63'F 275 GT3 4CAM 
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JAGUAR XJ6 

Amo Saloon. LHD. 1997(P1. 
Tmciran Me*. Cbzmk: Coamd. 
JLfiMfatt Bhxtxfc Manny Son 
Etoaric Snn Roof. CD MnU pjjy 

lCUXX) miles oofr £29,930 
JohnMcAnfle 
0181952803(0) 
041850674 (M) 




Mo ope^ffilfpe 

50 Msrytebone, High Street, 
London W1U3AD 

HMORBft)«aaMnrt 
Sort Cordt FSH. SUOMI SH500 
BLYBI8818 Rggri aarthprib. 
0%21AtDB.FSH S6n*B 08300 
SUBISHHT MC BtatMkgn8a 
Sup®b Con, Assort FSHX2S£SD 
EIGHT BEboyPMitaMflL 
Unrated. 72JXDrt FSH £23300 

Tei: 01719351124 


CHEAPEST Tofm poraata. Ttm 


TVR WANTED 



ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY 


SELF DRIVE 

ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEYS 

Drive tn today afl year routcE 
Antve at that special occasion in styiel 
The most competitive ratasl Weekend specials) 

HANWELLS OF LONDON 
Teh 0171-436 2070 Fax: 0171-436 3110 
Open Sunday 11-4 


Paying over 

£300 

to insure 
your Saab? 

ft’s time 
you had the 
Privilege, 


“Will tilings 
have 
changed 
by the time 
I turn 
the page?” 

T*e ttw* abM ims s. tfs amt ne» 
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hnm WhOi means thu gnu sre 
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VOLKSWAGON 

POLO 

New 08 specification BHD 
Polo. Tremendous savings 
on a> models-Polo 1A CL 
Estate + Maoibc Paint + 
A/C + ABoys + ABS. 
WHY PAY MORE 
Call 01703 470208 
Fax 471707 
or 070001 EURO CAR 

Part Exchanue Welcome 


JEEP AUTHORISED 


CutVE SUTTON 



Tromandom irnngi on new 
BHD 79 93-oodett 
Al spoafcanons suppketL 
Plane mil (or a vary very 

compamwaouotatton 

Order* now Bken tor VDTvo T 

01703 470 208 Fu 4717 07 
LEASE FWANCE SCHEMES 
AVAILABLE. PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME 
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THE UK's FINEST 
SELECTION OF PRE-OWNEP 
CHRYSLER & JEEP VEHICLES 

a COLINDALE 
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FREEPHONE 

0500 80 50 50 

www.cirve5iitton.co.uk 

THE tONVON CKBtSUA K Itlt OlAlil 


Ur. whjl you worn to know 


LONDON I I COLCHESTER | 


JAGUAR & DAIMLER PORSCHE 
WANTED 




OFFER 

95N Jaguar XJB 4.0 LWB 
WastntafMor Btueffiny Lartw; 
Merwy Seats, Air tonfifcning, 
3X0D0HBB £27,895 


Tel: 01189 845555 

iffer hour:*. 0330 274-J97 
)ww.;.:.:c.'V.i.'p::,LO _ ro.ir.i.-^ 


V lU%i8kckK(Ack ....Al 
m MIN* Sack Het/Natfc ...AT 

m . st 

m Bl .J4T 

MiQ^hiBWItaUe .... JHT 
m rnmne/UMt .J9T 

aaamr 

MR Mn»ftfcAhck,*17 > .ilT 
MR MlCMtaBe«RUL*.17 BT 
COUPE 

57 SUMiMcAdi.JT 

M8 Ml Mi HMd^CIn*. .. I2T 

MR iUMSGfad/lMaeaca.12T 

Ml HlHSna«BM.J5T 

» mMSAtnUBt/OKK.. JIT 
MP StKIJBIlfcWMcSLir J4T 
MR Hl^fttoAbtaRLto.ir .1ST 
Mi «UM|£BWi8bck l ir....3T 
aa 5UC4WaySbdr.Ar. 17*..^5T 
am 36J 

H Ill TV Potor/K**, Air, 17* ...SI 


0181 9S3 4444 
0850 96S911 


rOMACiQTi 


am m Tails_ VC mi 

MiRUMFOivaarAClSIl 
MRRlMRaAaa _AC I3TI 


ELITE REGISTRATIONS 





01206 855500 
0850 716911 


JAGUAR & DAIMLER 
AUTHORISED - 
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www.lancasterplc.com 

The largest retailer of Mercedes-Benz in the U.K. 
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Equities lower after late sell-off 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day’s dose, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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SOUTH KOREAN markets 
staged a remarkable come¬ 
back yesterday, as traders 
reacted enthusiastically to an 
agreement by the Internation¬ 
al Monetary. Fund to advance 
an emergency aid payment of 
$10 billion (£6 billion). 

However, economists be¬ 
lieve the recovery may prove 
shortlived, as the country's 
ailing industrial groups are 
forced to pay the price of the 
bail-out through a wide-rang¬ 
ing restructuring that could 
lead to the loss of thousands of 
jobs. 

The composite index of 
shares on the Seoul stock 
exchange rose 6.74 per cent to 
close at 375.15, after peaking 
earlier in the day at 376.84. 
South Korea's currency, the 
won. also made a spectacular 
w rally, soaring more than 30 
per cent against the US dollar 
before settling back to finish 
the day up 22.6 per cent at 
I.49K 

However, traders gave 
wanting that the package of 
strict economic reforms prom-. 
ised by Kim Dae Jung, the 
President-elect, in exchange 
for the IMF's $60 billion bail¬ 
out would lead to further, 
hardship for South Korean 
companies and their 
employees. • 

Mr Kim has agreed to 
dismantle virtually all restrict. 
tions on foreign investment in 
South Korean financial mar¬ 
kets. He has also pledged to 
keep interest rates high to cap 
inflation, a bail-out of the 
A leading domestic banks, and 
v tough labour market reforms. 

In return, the IMF said it 
would advance $10 bOlion of 


aid to the country in two 
stages: $2 billion immediately 
and $8 billion in the new year. 
This comes on top of a $3 
billion stabilisation loan, 
agreed by the World Bank 
earlier this week. 

Thirteen leading nations are 
putting up the money for the 
advance, with the UK contrib¬ 
uting $400 million and the US 
$1.7 billion. But Japan is 
offering the lion’s share, $3.33 
billion, a third of the total $10 
billion aid it is willing to 
provide to South Korea. 

“We will immediately and 
earnestly discuss market-ori¬ 
ented measures to assure the 
best solution, while keeping 
dose contacts with major US 
and European institutions,” a 
group of ten leading Japanese 
banks stud in a joint state¬ 
ment Japan’s co-operation is 
vital, as its banks hold a large 
portion of Seoul's $100 billion 
in short-term foreign debL 

Continuing worries about 
the health of Japanese firms 
pushed Tokyo stocks Into 
freefall yesterday. • The 225- 
share Nikkei average lost 
497.5points, or 325 percent; to 
finish the day at 14J3QZ6. 
Many dealers dosed positions 
early on fears that some small 
firms. mighty go to the wall 
before foe year's end. 

- Hiroshi Arana a strategist 
at Dai Ichi Kangyo Asahi 
Asset. Management, said the 
market would remain nervous 
unless the authorities inter¬ 
vened. “Tb pull the stock 
market out of the doldrums, 
the Government has to draw 
up measures that would have 
a sustainable impact on the 
country's economy," he said. 



Hie won is marked up against the dollar at Korean Exchange Bank in Seoul yesterday 



DAIWA and Nikko, two of Japan's 
top brokerages, have been fined a total 
of Y340 million (£L56 mill ton) for 
paying off a corporate racketeer, it was 
announced yesterday. 

Daiwa was fined Y100 million by 
the Japan Securities Dealers Associ¬ 
ation and Y90 million by the Tokyo 
Stock Exchange. Nikko was fined YSO 
million by the association and Y70 
million by the stock exchange. 

The fines followed the Finance 


^Ministry’s decision last week to sus- 
T pend Daiwa and Nikko from dealing 


in equities and government bonds for 
illegal trades to generate profits to pay 
off Ryuichi Koike, a known racketeer. 

Both firms pleaded guilty to the 
charges when when they announced 
the resignations of several executives 
who accepted responsibility earlier 
this year. Daiwa is suspended until 
April 24. and Nikko until March 4. 

The sokaiya racketeers threaten to 
expose company secrets at sharehold¬ 
ers' meetings unless paid off. Some of 
Japan's most prominent companies 
have been tarnished in foe case. 




SOUTH KOREA'S Supreme Court 
yesterday upheld a 15-year prison 
sentence handed down to the owner of 
Hanbo Steel Industries, the nation’s 
second-largest steel company, which 
collapsed in January under the weight 
of debts of £3.6 billion. 

' Chung Tae Soa 73. the owner of 
Hanbo, was found guilty of embez¬ 
zling 191 billion won (£127.5 million) 
and using a portion of it to bribe 
government officials, politicians and 
bank officials. 

- Bo Kun, Chung's 43-year-old soa 


who ran the steel firm on behalf of his 
father, received a suspended three- 
year sentence. 

Also found guilty was Hong In KiL 
a lifetime personal aide to former 
President Kim Young Sam. He was 
given a six-year sentence, phis a fine of 
one billion won, equivalent to foe 
bribe he received. 

Kwon Ro Gap, an Opposition 
legislator, received a five-year term 
and a fine of 250 million won. Two 
ruling party members were given 
suspended three-year sentences. 
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Magnet faces strike 
during sale month 


By Our City Staff 


AS THE post-Christmas 
sales got under way yester¬ 
day. a month-long strike 
began at 200 Magnet stores 
across the country. 

Unions daim that the 
company has dismissed 
workers and not offered pay 
rises to remaining staff. Pro¬ 
testers will picker the stores 
until sales finish at foe end of 
January. 

Ian Crammond. secretary 
of foe strike committee, said 


that Magnet had sacked 350 
workers who went on strike, 
after proper ballots, to pro¬ 
test that 40 per cent of their 
colleagues were not being 
offered a pay rise after a 
three-year pay freeze. 

Magnet is a subsidiary of 
Berisford. the forma- com¬ 
modities company that is 
now engaged in foe supply 
of kitchen furniture and 
commercial food service 
equipment. 


Tax change spells pay cut 


By Caroline Merrell 


MILLIONS of people face a cut 
in take-home pay in foe new 
year because of changes to 
profit-related pay (PRP) intro¬ 
duced by the last Government 

From January, the tax relief 
on PRP wlD begin to be phased 
out By the year 2000 foe relief 
will be completely abolished. 

The Inland Revenue says 
thar around 3.7 million work¬ 
ers enjoy tax relief through 
PRP. Companies such as 
Barclays and Boots are' among 
those that offer PRP with tax 
relief At present, employees 


get tax relief on E4.000 of PRP. 
From next year, foe limit will 
be cut to £2,000. In 1999 it will 
be £1,000 before being 
scrapped entirely. 

An employee paying higher- 
rate tax who earns more than 
£4,000 in PRP will be £66 a 
month worse off. a basic-rate 
taxpayer trill be £38 a month 
worse off. According to Ernst 
& Young and Arthur Ander- ■ 
sen, the accountancy firms, 
less than half of the employers 
who offer PRP schemes have 
informed their employees 


about foe impact of foe 
changes. The accountants 
have also found a reluctance 
among employers to increase 
wages to make up for the lass. 

Boots, for example, estimates 
that an employee earning an 
average wage of £10.000 will Be 
£200 a year worse off when the 
tax relief is abolished entirely. 
Barclays, meanwhile, says that 
from next year an employee 
earning £35,000 will be E400 a 
year worse oft 
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QC has hangover from Spanish tipple 



By Paul Durman and Dominic Walsh 




SPANISH sheny makers 
have brought some seasonal 
cheer to their lawyers by re¬ 
opening an old dispute with' 
the company behind QC. the 
drink once known as the 
British sheny. 

John Harvey. Croft. Gonza¬ 
lez Byass fold Pedro Domecq 
are among foe Spanish com¬ 
panies that are seekme-eKem- 
plary and aggravated dam-, 
ages from Matthew Clark, 
QCs owner. Matthew Clark, 
whose chief executive is Peter 
Aikens, is accused of-breaking 
the terms of a 1992 European 
Community agreement that 
has for foe past two years 
prevented the company from 
referring to QC as sheny. 


Venerable names from 
Spain'S sheny industry, in¬ 
cluding Osborne y Cia, are 
mounting the latest legal ac¬ 
tion. The sherry companies 
fought a long legal battle to 
secure their right to foe name, 
even threatening to take the 
dispute to foe European Court 
of Justice. 

True sherry must come 
from the region around Jerez 
in Andalusia — indeed, the 
word is a corruption of Xeres, 
an old spelling of Jerez. QC 
and other similarly ersatz 
drinks have had to be rela¬ 
belled as British fortified 


wines. 

Matthew Clark seems to 
have broken foe sherry dictat 


inadvertently. The company 
sent out press releases about 
QC that included market re¬ 
search referring to “foe sherry 
category’'. This was too much 
for foe sherry companies and 
foe Jerez authority that polices 
use of foe name. 

The ten plaintiffs are seek¬ 
ing an injunction to prevent 
Matthew dark promoting its 
products as sherry, and are 
demanding accounts made 
from the passing off that has 
.allegedly taken pace. 

Matthew Clark shares 
closed on Christmas Eve at a 
1997 low of 166 ! ap. The 
comp an y's cider business has 
been adversely affected by 
competition from al copops. 


Halifax puts 
5% limit on 
house price 
rise in 1998 


By Sara McConnell 


HOUSE prices hare peaked 
and wifi rise by just 5 per cent 
an average in 1998. curbed by 
higher interest rates and a 
slowing economy, foe Halifax 
is expected to report next 
week. 

The bank’s predictions will 
come at foe end of a patchy 
year, which saw rises of up to 
40 per cent in some prime 
areas of London while prices 
in other parts of the country 
remained almost static. 

Across foe nation prices will 
end 1997 up to 12 per cent 
higher on average than at the 
start of the year, bolstered by a 
booming London market flush 
with cash from City bonuses 
and overseas investors. 

The Halifax is expected to 
predict chat the number of 
homes changing hands will 
remain steady at 15 million 
next year after rising by a 
higher-than-antiripaied 16 per 
cent in 1997. More people have 
bought and sold properties 
every year since their low 
point in the depths of recession 
in 1991. But levels of activity 
are still below the 1.6 million 
recorded in more “normal" 
years during the 1980s, and 
well below the 22 million who 
bought and sold in the peak 
year of 1988. 

Shortages of property for 
sale, which were a major 
factor in pushing up prices in 
1997, should ease as more 
homeowners decide to sell 
rather than hold out for higher 
prices.TTiis is already happen¬ 
ing in London and the South 
East and will "ripple out" 
towards the rest of the c 
during 1998. 

The Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors reported 
last week that growing num¬ 
bers of estate agents in the 
South were seeing price falls. 
Disparities between London 
and the rest of the country 
should lessen as the capital 
slows down and growth in 
northern counties strengthens 
slightly. 

New homes should also 
come to market in 1998. fur¬ 
ther increasing ihe supply. 

The cumulative effect of five 
interest rate rises since Labour 
came to power in May is 
finally starring to hit foe 
housing market and will con¬ 
tinue to do so next year, 
especially if there is a further 


(country 


quarter percentage point rise 
in foe base rate. Standard 
variable mortgage rates have 
risen from 725 per cent at the 
beginning of January 1997 to 
8.7 per cent now. 

A borrower with a £50,000 
repayment loan would have 
seen his monthIv bills increase 
by £58, from £338 to £380. 
according to foe Halifax. 
Many borrowers whose pay¬ 
ments are calculated once a 
year wifi face substantially 
higher bills at the beginning of 
next year. Cuts in mortgage 
interest tax relief from April 
will further dampen buyers’ 
enthusiasm. 

Next week, foe latest month¬ 
ly house price index from the 
Nationwide. Halifax's dose 
rival, is expected to reveal a 
month-on-month rise in De¬ 
cember that is only slightly 
higher than November's 0.5 
percent 

Nationwide, which has been 
consistently more bullish Than 
the Halifax this year, predicts 
that prices across the country 
will rise by 7 per cent next 
year, compared with 12 per 
cent in 1997. But Paul 
Sanderson, Nationwide's 
head of research said: “Al¬ 
though house price rises may 
be past their peak, the recov¬ 
ery in the housing market 
should have further to go next 
year, particularly in those 
areas outside London and foe 
South East whidi have seen 
modest gains to date". 

But Dr Sanderson gave 
warning that higher interest 
rates and a slowdown in foe 
economy are the main threats 
to a continuing recovery. 



Demand likely to stay steady 
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Cola wars 


Doug Ivester. Coke’s Mr Nas¬ 
ty. hopes to freeze out rivals in 
foe soft drinks market in 
America. His first target is not 
Pepsi but Dr Pepper, foe drink 
produced by Britain's Cad¬ 
bury Schweppes. Oliver Au¬ 
gust assesses Mr Ivester's 
chances of matching the suc¬ 
cess of his predecessor, the late 
Roberto Goizuera. 

Page 41 


DMG suffers 


Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
continues io pay a heavy price 
some 15 months after the Peter 
Young scandal rocked the PEP 
sector, with its retail funds 
declining by 19 per cent. 
Leading Pep brokers report 
weak demand from private 
investors for DMG's prod¬ 
ucts. 

Page 41 


Tempus review 


Carl Monished reviews the 
Tempus selection of shares for 
1997 and the portfolio’s perfor¬ 
mance against a surprisingly 
strong FTSE 100 share index. 
Page 41 
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my subscription brings 
free essential reading 


You'll appreciate the 
value of Investors 
Chronide straight away 
when you complete 
and return the 
subscription coupon 
today. We will send you 
'Selecting Shares that 
Perform' - FREE 
(RRP £19.99). 



www.investorschronide.cauk 


Essential in-depth information, 
week after week Investors Chronide provides the 
information you need to make the right investment 
decisions. It supplies the nitty gritty on UK companies, 
mergers and acquisitions, new issues and company 
reports, investors Chronicle Share tips have real bite. 
We provide at least six detailed tips every week. 


Spot rewarding opportunities. 

Our regular Personal Finance surveys - Tax, 
Peps, Tessas, Unit Trusts ® insurance - help 
you spot rewarding opportunities. Investors 
Chronide details every aspect of personal 
financial planning to build up your 
investment library. 

And Investors Chronicle is for all investors. 
For the novice, ‘Absolute Beginners' explains 
the jargon and removes the mystique. 
Experienced investors use Investors Chronide 
for their own investment decisions. 


No particular fish to fry. 
Our writers are experts in their subjects with no 
particular fish to fry, no patron to promote.Their 
unique inside knowledge and unrivalled access to the 

world’s major databases allows them to uncover the 
issues you wouldn’t normally read about 


Free when you subscribe 

This 290 page book clearly 
explains successful 
investment approaches and 
helps you select the ones 
for you. Each approach is a 
proven technique to make 
selecting shares profitable 
and fun. 



* reasons to manage your portfolio 

* ten detailed investment approaches 

* proven rules to help pick winners 

* self-test exercises 

* successful examples and explanations 
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Michael Clark on the state of the markets in 1997 
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South Korea's Kim Dae Jung: “flabbergasted” at state of economy 




Malaysia’s Dr Mahathir “traitors" Jarvis’s Paris Moayedi: boom year Sears' Sir Bob Reid: 44 per cent fall George Soros: finger of suspicion 
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Nat West's Lord Alexander failed merger talks JJB Sport's David Whelan, left and Duncan Sharpe Laura Ashley’s shares were a notable casualty 


Year of the tiger shoot but 
nerves hold firm in London 


I t started off as a slanging 
match between Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad Prime Minis¬ 
ter of Malaysia, and the crown 
prince of speculators. George 
Soros, and almost ended in 
global economic meltdown. 

In any event, it meant a 
rocky end to the year for 
investors around die globe 
and the prospect of an uncer¬ 
tain start to 1998. 

Mr Soros had highlighted 
the underlying problems of a 
number of the Tiger econo¬ 
mies. Ov er a period of months 
he sold short various curren¬ 
cies. which went largely unno¬ 
ticed in the West. 

It was only when Dr 
Mahathir made his now fam¬ 
ous attack on the likes of Mr 
Soros — claiming that specula¬ 
tors were traitors and should 
be hung — that the true extent 
of the problem began to 
emerge. But by then it was too 
late. The cracks had begun to 
appear in Hong Kong just a 
few months after the former 
British colony had been hand¬ 
ed over to the nationalist 
Chinese Government. The 
writing was also on the wall 
for the other big players in the 
Asian theatre. 

Japan was next. The inher¬ 
ent problems of the Japanese 
banking system had been 
chronicled for some rime. 
Most banks were over¬ 
stretched. a lai^e number of 
loans were dubious and a web 
of racketeering ran through¬ 
out the entire system. It was 
only a matter of time before 
things soured. 

In ihe event, ir was the 


A row between Mahathir Mohamad and George 
Soros laid bare fatal weaknesses in Asian economies 


but fears of global meltdown failed to materialise 


collapse of Yamaichi. one of 
Japan's biggest broking 
houses, that proved to be the 
catalyst. Not even the public 
tears and apologies of Shohei 
Nozawa, president of 
Yamaichi. could prevent the 
firm going under. 

The domino effect contin¬ 
ued. Now it was the turn of the 
booming economy of South 
Korea where the fallout was to 
be the most destructive. The 
currency halved in value 
against the US dollar in just a 
couple or months whiie the 
government thrashed out a 
$55 billion rescue package 
with the International Mone¬ 
tary Fund. Even the President- 
eleri, Kim Dae Jung, said that 
he was "flabbergasted" by the 
state of rhe Korean economy. 

For most of the fourth 
quarter London held its 
breath, fearing the Korean 
debacle would trigger the end 
to the buli market that had 
lifted UK shares to record 
highs. Instead, investors held 
their nerve and have been 
rewarded by some of the best 
overall returns to dale. 

Leading shares certainly 
performed much better than 
analysts had forecast at the 
start" of lOttf. with Ihe FTSE 
100 index up 22 per cent on the 
year so far. 

It had been feared the 
election of a Labour Govern¬ 


ment in May would spell 
disaster for the City. In fact, 
little separated Labour polities 
from those of the Conserva¬ 
tives and business was largely 
unmoved by the change of 
government. 

That was good news for 
shareholders and there was a 
great deal more of them by the 
middle of the year than at the 
start. The demurualisations 
that took place throughout the 
year, including the Woolwich. 
Halifax. Northern Rock and 
Norwich Union, created IS 
million new shareholders, 
providing windfalls of E3o 
billion. 

The economic backdrop also 
proved favourable to investors 
throughout 1997, with infla¬ 
tion dropping to its lowest 
level and corporate earnings 
growing steadily. The stock 
market shrugged off the ill- 
effects of five straight interest 
rates rises by the newly inde¬ 
pendent Bank of England. 

One of the strongest perfor¬ 
mers was the financial sector, 
already boosted by those 
wind foils. As the year wore on 
it became obvious that rhe fin¬ 
ancial services industry would 
undergo a period of consolida¬ 
tion. NatWest was involved in 
merger talks, albeit unsuccess¬ 
fully. with Barclays. Abbey 
National and the Prudential. 
The continuing speculation 


should again underpin the 
sector in the new year. 

London's best-performing 
share of 1997 was Abacus 
Recruitment, the City-based 
recruitment specialist, whose 
shares trade on the Alternative 
Investment Market. The 
shares climbed a staggering 
177 per cent during the year, to 
233p. That compares with the 
16p at w’hich they were floated 
in September 1995. The com¬ 
pany has benefited from heavy 
recruitment in the financial 
sector, particularly of informa¬ 
tion technology specialists, 
and a general decline in 
unemployment levels and the 
tighter labour market The 
shares move to a full listing 
next month. 

Jarvis, the construction 
group whose chief executive is 
Paris Moayedi. came a close 
second with a leap of 165 per 
cent, to 376 4 p. It has not 
looked back since buying the 
Northern Infrastructure 
Maintenance business for 
British Rail last year. Earlier 
this year it bought Fastline for 
£50 million and enjoyed an 
early Christmas present when 
it was awarded building and 
management contracts total¬ 
ling £b70 million. 

Surprisingly, a retailer cap¬ 
tured third spot with JJB 
Sports soaring 147 per cent to 
647p. The sportswear retailer. 


founded by David Whelan, the 
former Blackburn Rovers foot¬ 
baller. has made the most of 
the fashion for football club 
replica shirts. The qualifica¬ 
tion by England and Scotland 
for next year's football World 
Cup finals in France should 
give JJB a further lift in 1998. 

A number of blue chip 
companies did well in 1997. 
Nyoomed Amershani ended 
on a firm note, dimbing 92 per 
cent to £22-53 after the merger 
of Amersham International 
and the Norwegian diagnos¬ 
tics company. Hafslund 
Nyoomed, to become a constit¬ 
uent of the FTSE 250. 
Vodafone rose 81 per cent to 
450p. driven by bid 
speculation. 

There were also some spec¬ 
tacularly grim performances. 
The biggest faller was BKG 
Resources, traded on AIM. 
which tumbled from a peak of 
237p to II4 p. Other notable 
casualties include Laura Ash¬ 
ley, down 79 per cenr at 3bp, 
after touching a peak of Rtf's p. 
Growing lasses led to the 
departure of Ann Iverson, its 
.American chief executive. Oth¬ 
er retailers who suffered were 
Sears, whose chairman is Sir 
Bob Reid, down 44 per cent at 
504 p. and MFI Furniture, 
down 40 per cent at I lip. 

A profit warning took its toll 
on Frederick Cooper, down 78 
per cent at 9p. while Azlan fell 
74 per cent to 56p after 
returning from suspension 
amid allegations of accounting 
irregularities. 

Arum as can also finished 70 
per cent down at 254p on 
news of increased losses. 



Royal & Sun offers bright 
patch in mixed forecast 


W ho would h ave g uessed 12 months 
ago that the FTSE 100 index would 
soar above 5,000? Then, certain 
leading fund managers were predicting 
Armageddon, pointing to a market with a 
historically high price to earnings ratio and 
low dividend yield. To those stockpickers 
who seek value — read inexpensive — 
investments, the banks and pharmaceutical 
companies appeared to be heading for a 
massiv e correction. But even the recent 
turmoil in the Far East which upset HSBC 
and Standard Chartered, could not bold back 
the banks which showed gains of 40 per cent 
over 12 months, while drug companies 
boasted a similar advance. 

Tempos had an unexceptional year, having 
failed to pick shares in either of these sectors. 
The portfolio gained modestly in value, up 
4.4 per cent with one very poor choice 
spoiling the performance of some winners. 
Tempus made some sensible decisions, 
avoiding the most cyclical industrial sectors, 
such as chemicals, steel domestic engineer¬ 
ing companies and the packaging industry. 
The FTSE general industrials index fell 2 per 
cent during a year in which the All-share 
index rose 17 per cent. 

Tempus was worried about the strength of 
sterling at the start of the year and the likeli¬ 
hood of interest rate increases, whatever the 
outcome of the election, worsening the plight 
of exporters. Hence: its derision to steer dear 
of much of the capi- 


venture with MCI was mo high risk and 
would in the end embroil it in a US price war. 
The prediction about BIN American strategy 
proved extremely accurate, but what Tempus 
did not foresee was BTs extraordinary ^uck 


in extricating itself from the dutches < 
with a big profit from the sale of its MCI 
shares to WorldCom. 

Cable & Wireless did reasonably welL 
gaining more than 9 per cent during the year 
and proving highly resilient to the Asian 
stock market gyrations, despite its interest in 
Hongkong Telecom. Having merged its UK 
telephony and cable TV operations into a 
separate vehicle, C&W is now pruning ns 
worldwide portfolio of weak or extraneous 
businesses. Far from being a potential 
problem, C&Ws core Hong Kong business 
will be central to the future success of this 


group- . . . 

Tempos chose two consumer onenteo 
shares in the not unreasonable hope that a 
buoyant UK economy and rapidly falling 
unemployment would stimulate top-line 
growth in the shops and in leisure businesses. 
In addition, the prospect of a E20 trillion 
windfall to holders of building society shares 
suggested the strong possibility an extra fillip 
to spending. 

The decision to back Rank was unfortunate 
and demonstrates how a cheap and unloved 
share is sometimes not a bargain but 
deservedly cheap. It is also a lesson in how 
bull markets tend to 


tal goods sector. 
Sadly, the prediction 
proved accurate: 
base rates rose a hef¬ 
ty lk points to 74 
per cent with the 
new Labour puri¬ 
tans proving intoler¬ 
ant of inflation. 

Tempus missed 
out on the continued 
strength of the 
privatised utilities. 
Water and electricity 
shares thumbed 
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their nose at the Government's windfall tax, 
ending the year with gains of almost 40 per 
cent, adding further lustre to the Footsie. 
Hopes of further cash handouts in the form 
of special dividends and share buybacks kept 
the utilities on the boil 

Best among the Tempus tips was Royal & 
SunAUianoe whose shares gained 32 per cent 
over the period. Fears that the company 
would be slow or even foil to achieve cost sav¬ 
ings kept the shares back in die first few 
months. But as the year wore on, it became 
dear that the merger in 1996 of Royal 
Insurance and Sun Alliance was more than a 
meeting of minds in the boardroom. First 
came news of a 5 per cent share buyback, the 
first such move from an insurer. That was 
followed by a good set of interim figures and 
indications that staff reduction targets were 
being achieved. Finally, the minds jn the 
boardroom proved able to think the unthink¬ 
able by removing the dual leadership of chief 
executive Richard Gamble and deputy chair¬ 
man Roger Taylor and replacing them with 
Bob Mendelsohn, head of Royal Sim’s US 
operations. 

Another industry beset by corporate up¬ 
heaval is telecoms where the largest players 
in Europe and North American are attempt 
ing to use their domestic franchises to achieve 
international ambitions. Much of the future 
activity will be led from the largest telecoms 
market the United States. 

Tempus chose to bet on Cable & Wireless 
and ignore BT on the grounds that the latter's 


punish over¬ 
capitalised com¬ 
panies with low- 
growth businesses. 
Tempus hoped that 
the change in man¬ 
agement at Rank 
and the prospect of a 
cash windfall from 
the sale of shares in 
Rank Xerox would 
revitalise this large 
but stagnating lei¬ 
sure group. In the 
event, it was not to 


be and the shares lost more than 20 per cent 
of their value. Rank did not get an 
exceptional price for Xerox and its core bingo 
and Butlins operations foiled to shine. But 
most disappointing was the lack of good 
ideas from the management on how to spend 
the embarrassment of riches. 

. Burton has been harshly treated by the 
stock market after a good run in 1996. Part of 
the problem has been the succession of 
interest rate rises and growing suspicion 
about future sales growth among all foil ihe 
strongest retailers. Burton’s derision to 
demerge the highly successful Debenhams 
was sound and should leave Arcadia, the 
rump of chain stores, looking cheap but it 
came too late to make a difference. 

Fearful of the cyclical capital goods sector. 
Tempus plumped for the safest engineer on 
the block, Siebe, which ended the year 
’ marginally ahead of where It started despite 
blockbuster profits growth. 

And. finally, Cairo Energy comfortably 
outpaced its peers in the oil exploration sector 
with a 19 per cent gain because of its 
thundering success in Bangladesh. Delays in 
the award of new licences took the shine off 
Cairo shares late in the year — as did a 
sagging ofl price. The fortunes of oil 
explorers look less certain next year but 
Tempus shall look more closely at that and 
other issues when ft chances its hand next 
week in six shares for 1998, 


Carl Mortished 
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World class 


A STORY being told by Gordon 
Brown, our laughing Chancellor, 
which he seems to have picked up 
at the IMF. God calls three world 
leaders. President Clinton. Jiang 
Zemin, President of China, and Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad. Prime Min¬ 
ister of Malaysia, to a briefing. The 
world is going to end in three days, 
he says, now go away and tell your 
people. President Clinton address¬ 
es the nation. “I have some good 


better news. The guud news: he is 
one of the three most powerful lead¬ 
ers in the world. The even better 
news? "In three days' time the 
Asian financial crisis will be over." 


news and some bad news. Our 
faith has been rewarded: God does 
exist. The bad news is that the 
world will end in three days." 

President Jiang fells a billion 
Chinese he has some bad news and 
some very bad news. The bad 
news: atheistic communism was 
wrong all along. Even worse: the 
world will end in three day’s. Dr 
Mahathir tells his people he has 
some good news and some even 


• POStlliELY the las: joke ar rhe 
expense of the chosen name for the 
merged Guinness and Grand Met¬ 
ropolitan ... this year, cnyu-qy. 
Wits now say Diageo, the name the 
marketing men have foisted on the 
merger, stands for Don't Imagine 
Any Great Employment Opportu¬ 
nities. Except that for some reason 
no one at Grand.Mei seems to find 

this terrible funny. 




alas, dawned unseasonably warm, 
to illuminate a scene of thousands 
of waiting bargain-hunters. 

The dealer opted for a Darwin¬ 
ian solution. He released them all 
at the same time to rush to the 
wheel of their chosen vehicle, first 
come, first served. The predictable 
result was fighting and some inju¬ 
ries. The ad man who thought up 
the idea described the scramble as 
“exhilarating”. The police were less 
impressed. 


shock of purple hair and one eye¬ 
brow stud between them. 


• PROBABLY the best excuse yet 
from South West Trains, heard 
over the Tannov at Winchester sta¬ 
tion: “We apologise for the late 
running of this train. This is due to 
a banana which has fallen between 
the carriage and the platform." 


Bitter grounds 


Art attack 


High interest 


Gordon Brown, our laughing Chancellor, told an unexpected joke 


IT WAS Christmas Eve and not a 
soul stirred. Except at the various 
24-hour banking services, which 
reported heavy business during the 
small hours of Christmas morning, 
when none save Sanra and his eh.es 
should have been abroad. 

Bank nf Scotland's Banking Dir¬ 
ect was surprised by the number of 
calls, including festive wishes from 
customers based in England for 
lower interest rates in the new year. 
Over at First Direct, as midnight 
struck, someone requested a for¬ 
eign currency payment. Within ihe 
first hour, a Yorkshireman derided 
to pay his utility bill, while an ex¬ 
pat in China queried a standing 


order and requested a current bal¬ 
ance. But financial transactions 
weren’t the only concern, alas. First 
Direct is perched precariously on a 
hill above Leeds, and the high 
winds were causing some worries. 


Wheel crazy 


AS WE all look forward tu the Jan¬ 
uary sales, a warning from Hud¬ 
son. Ohio. Keen to drum up some 
free publicity, a car dealer at the 
weekend decided to sell 250 cars at 
silly prices, some as low as $5 each. 
The assumption was that in the 
cold Midwest weather no one 
would queue overnight. The day. 


THE Seattle Coffee Company does 
not. as its army of City fans will tell 
you, sell coffee. It sells “call, slim 
mochas" "skinny lanes” and so on 
— these are lifestyle options, you 
know. The company prides itsel f on 
individuality, often to the point of 
nausea f*I found my life at Seattle. I 
found myself at Seattle,” it says on 
the wall of one outlet). Strange, 
then, that customers at its Covent 
Garden store find a petition from 
staff protesting that head office has 
banned everyone from dying their 
hair or pierring any visible part of 
their anatomy. Support from cus¬ 
tomers has come rolling in with 
comments such as "shocking”, 
“have they no shame?" and even 
“kOI them”, which doesn't sound 
too, er. laid-back. What is worse, 
the Cbvent Garden crew are top of 
the endangered species list with a 


A FUNNY story reaches me from 
Price Waterhouse. Yes, really. Ir 


seems PW derided to hold a dinner 
for retired partners. Much debate 
about the location — somewhere 
upmarket, posh and artistic, show 
them we’re not all phiLstires, you 
know. Someone settled on the Roy¬ 
al Academy, just the thing. And one 
or two retired partners had their 
digestion wefl and truly ruined 
because you cannot get to rhe dii> 
mg room without going Through 
the exhibition area. They should 
perhaps have waited until the new 
year, because Sensation is due to 
dose tomorrow. 


Martin Waller. 



One of the more tasteful works at the Sensation exhibition 
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Mr Nasty prepares for a bitter clash 

Coke’s chief is determined to freeze 


Doug Ivester exchanged gifts with Nelson Mandela as Coke announced investments in South Africa 


E ven in the cut-throat world 
of American capi talis m, 
Doug ivester has always 
stood out as a thug. Until a few’ 
weeks ago he was number two to 
Roberto Goizuera, the head of 
Coca-Cola. 

The two men were said to have 
perfected a “Mr Nice and Mr 
Nasty 1 * routine: Mr Goizueta was a 
grand fatherly public figure, while 
Mr Ivester privately told staff: 
“What do you do when your 
competitor is drowning? Get a five 
hose and stick ft in his mouth." 

.Bui Mr Ivester. who earlier this 
year met Nelson Mandela as Coke 
■ announced a major investment in 
Sooth Africa, is nevertheless 
thought to be one of ihe most 
visionary US businessmen. He 
impressed Wall Street and Warren 
Buffett, one of Coke's main inves¬ 
tors, in overseeing the recent 
demerger of Coke's bottling arm. 
Coke kept a minority state, giving 
it continuing control without tying 
up large amounts of capital. 

When Mr Goizueta died of 
cancer in October, few were sur¬ 
prised that Mr Ivester was instant¬ 
ly named as his successor. And 
now that he no longer has a Mr 
Nice to smooth over the edges. Mr 
Ivester has begun to strike softer 
notes. 

He told the US National Soft 
Drinks Association last month 
that cola companies need nor 
compete so hard. He said: “We 
don't sell nuclear power plants and 
satellites and communications sys¬ 
tems — we sell sweetened water. 
We keep fighting over the same old 
landscapes, the same pieces of 
ground, when there are broad new 
vistas to be explored." 

But veterans of the 100-year-old 


out all rivals, says Oliver August 


cola war between Coke and its 
rivals are not deceived by Ameri¬ 
ca's foremost sweet-water seller. 
Coke is not about to be sweet to hs 
competitors. Mr Ivester is postur¬ 
ing. Coke is on the warpath again, 
and this time Cadbury Schweppes, 
not Ftpsi. is the main target. 

Cadbury has caned cut a re¬ 
markably' profitable niche in the 
$55 billion (£32.9 billion) a year US 
soft drinks market. Its Dr Pepper 
drink is outselling similar spicy, 
fizzy, black cherry beverages by 13 
to one. The drink, a traditional 
beverage of the Deep South with 
its highest sales in Texas, has won 
a huge following across die US. 
Last year it achieved sales of $4 
billion. Together with Seven Up 
sales and a few smaller brands. Dr 
Pepper has given Cadbury a 15 per 
cent US market share. 

Keen to stamp his own seal on 
Coke’s forrur.es, Mr Ivester wants 
m retake some of Cadbury's mar¬ 
ket share. Coke makes its own 
peppery cherry drink called Mr 
Pibb. But the fizz has gone out of its 
sales and the drink is being 
removed from retailers’ shelves. 

According to industry sources 
and Advertising Age, Cbke is prep¬ 
aring for Mr Pibb's demise. The 
brand is to be replaced by a new 
peppery cherry drink that will be 
launched with an almighty advert¬ 
ising blitz. 

Reworking the old estate agent 
line about the importance" of 
location, a Cbke insider said: 
“There are three important factors 


in this business: marketing, mar¬ 
keting. marketing." 

High-octane advertising strate¬ 
gies are a staple in the soft drinks 
industry. Without saturation ad¬ 
vertising, vendors cannot be per¬ 
suaded to stock new drinks. And 
without vending slots, bottlers will 
not free up capacity in their plants. 

Coke successfully mastered this 
problem when it recently launched 
a cafieinated citrus drink called 
Surge. Coke's advertising more 
than matched the fizzy energy of 
the drink itself. Gary Hemphill, of 
Beverage Marketing, said: “Coke 
could use the same strategy as it 
did with Surge. It is going to be 
about marketing, not flavours." 

But more important than the 
marketing will be the bottling. It is 
no exaggeration to say that the cola 
wars could also be called the 
bottling wars, because of the frag¬ 
mented nature of the US bottling 
sector. Mr Hemphill said: “It is 
going to be a rough sell for Coke to 
ask its bottlers to drop a big 
revenue producer like Dr Pepper 
for something that isn't proven." 

Coke's shareholders will soon 
find out how wise Mr Ivester's 
demerger of the bottling arm was. 
Does its 44 per cent stake yield 
sufficient control over 
management? 

Yet compared with Cadbury. 
Coke is still in a very comfortable 
position. Although Coke no longer 
has the power to position its bottlers 
like pieces on a chess board. 
Cadbury is without a bottling net¬ 


work altogether. Since it bought 
Dr Pepper and Seven Up for £1.6 
billion two years ago. it has had to 
rely on Coke and Pepsi-owned or 
affiliated bottlers and less sopliisti- 
cated independent bottlers. 

Not resting on its Dr P&pper 
laurels, Cadbury has this year 
relaunched Seven Up to catch up 
on Coke's sourer Sprite drink. 
However. Die move has been 
slowed by the bottling system. 
Bottlers comrol distribution and 
have a huge influence aver the 
shelf placement of drinks. 

To hack up its US soft drink 
offensive. Cadbury has decided to 
build up its own bottling network 
Through acquisitions. It is current¬ 
ly in negotiations with two Mid¬ 
western bottlers in a deal said to be 
worth around $700 million. 

The expansion is a key plank in 
the plan of John Sutherland, the 
new Cadbury chief executive, to 
increase profits by 10 per cent a 
year. But he is facing two further 
complications. First, the now semi- 
independent Coke bottling group 
has starred to acquire extra hol¬ 
ders. Secondly. Pepsi is preparing 
its own attack on Sprite with a new 
drink called Storm, to be launched 
next year. 

Craig- Weaiherup. the Pepsi 
chief executive, is every bit as 
tenacious as Mr Ivester and his 
pockets are filled with $5 billion. 
He said he was “ready to do 
battle". Mr Weaiherup portrayed 
Pepsi as building its business 
“brick by methodical brick", like 
the little pig of storybook fame. He 
said: “At the end of this story, the 
piglet who built his house out of 
bricks ate the wolf. The only 
person in our midst w r ho pretends 
to be a wolf is some guy at Coke." 


Barclaycard 
helps to allay 
slump fears 

Barclays has added its voice 
to tiie growing number of 

♦ financial institutions dismiss¬ 
ing reports of a high street 
spending slump. It said that 
spending on Bardaycard rose 
7 per cent in the weekend 
before Christmas. The com¬ 
pany expects to see £1.8 billion 
spent through its credit card 
in November—a like-for4ike 
rise of 8 per cent on last year. 

The figures are the latest 
available solid indicator of 
high street sales and under¬ 
score the line taken by Ver¬ 
dict, the retail consultancy, 
that reports‘df empty tills are' 
being exaggerated. Richard 
Hyman, chairman of Verdict, 
said that even in the depths of 
recession December sales al¬ 
ways make up between II and 
11.6 per cent of annual retail 
figures. He su'd: “If (he 
A Christmas retail figures come 
* out the way people seem to be 
saying it will be an unprece¬ 
dented disaster for the econo¬ 
my—and I don't think tilings 
are anywhere near as bad."' 
Leading article, page 21 

Pernod denial 

Pernod Ricard and Remy 
Cointreau, the two French 
drinks groups, poured cold 
water on takeover speculation 
sparked by Pemod’s sale of its 
Orangina business this week. 
But officials at the two com¬ 
panies left the door open for 
distribution deals. Pernod 
sold Orangina to Coca-Cola 
for FrS billion (about £500 
million). Francis Heriard- 
ADubrcuil, Remy managing 
i director and a member of the 
family that controls the com¬ 
pany, said: “The Heriard- 
DubretriJ family, which holds 
55.2 per cent of ihe capital is 
not selling. We're open, how¬ 
ever. to distribution accords 
with Pernod Ricard." 

Dana clearance 

Dana Corporation's $287 mil¬ 
lion (£171 million) takeover of 
the heavy-axle and brake 
business of Eaton Corpora¬ 
tion has been cleared by the 
US Federal Trade Commis¬ 
sion. The division is expected 
to report sales of $600 million 
In 1997. Dana expects to com- 

* plete foe transaction in early 
.January. It is now seeking 
regulatory approval to dose 
factories in Mexico and India. 
Factories in America, the UK. 
Argentina and Spain are ex¬ 
pected to remain open. 


Peps scandal fuels 19% 
decline in DMG assets 


By Gavin Lumsden 


PRIVATE investors are con¬ 
tinuing to shun Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell 15 months 
after the Fteter Young scandal 
erupted over his management 
of three of its European funds. 

Such has been the exodus 
that assets in the 17 Morgan 
GrenfeD -retail funds, which 
are available as Peps, have 
shrunk by almost £474 million 
since September 1996, a reduc¬ 
tion of 192 per cent Mean¬ 
while,unit trust assets held in 
Peps generally have grown by 
more than 50 per cent, to £352 
billion. 

The three funds that were 
under the control of Mr Young 
— Europa, European Growth 
and European Capital 
Growth — nave borne the 
brunt of the damage, losing 
£428 million. However, there 


are also signs of a wider 
malaise at Morgan Grenfell 
where performance has suf¬ 
fered across the board. This is 
In stark contrast to its record 
previously as a top quartiie 
performer. 

Leading Pep brokers have 
reported virtually no demand 
for the group's Peps all year, 
but have seen a growing trend 
among investors to transfer 
their holdings to other fond 
managers. 

Haydn Green, managing 
director of The Pep Shop, one 
of the largest intermediaries in 
the Pep market, said that 
redemptions from investors 
were farcing Morgan Gren¬ 
fell's fund managers to sell 
their best stock, thereby fur¬ 
ther hampering fund perfor¬ 
mance. Mr Green said that in 


view of these developments he 
was no longer advising clients 
not to sell. 

“My view when the scandal 
broke was to say don't panic 
and sit tight," he said. “It has 
changed now. The company 
has not managed to retain its 
performance and my Pep cli¬ 
ents, particularly first-time in¬ 
vestors, are getting more and 
. more irritated. I can no longer 
defend the Morgan Grenfell 
position." 

He went oru “Next year is 
likely to turn into a flood 
unless something miraculous 
happens. I feel very sorry for 
them. All this has happened 
because of one man." 

Deutsche Margap Grenfell 
has paid a high price for the 
Young affair. Deutsche Bank, 
its parent, had. to inject £180 


million into the three funds, 
which were suspended for 72 
hours after the discovery of 
serious irregularities. 

In April the fund manager 
was fined £3 million by the 
Investment Managers Regula¬ 
tory Organisation (Imrol and 
has had to pay £190 million 
compensation to 180,000 in¬ 
vestors since then. 

Mt Young was first sus¬ 
pended and then subsequently 
dismissed when it was discov¬ 
ered that he had breached 
rules restricting the level of 
investment in unquoted com¬ 
panies. Mr Young remains the 
subject of an investigation by 
the Serious Fraud Office, al¬ 
though no charges have been 
pressed. 

Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
declined to comment 


UniChem deal to 
face final hurdle 


By Our City Staff 


THE merger of UniChem, the 
UK retail chemist group, and 
Alliance Sante of France, will 
face its final hurdle next week 
when the plan is put to a vote 
at a shareholders’ extraordi¬ 
nary meeting on Monday. 

The bid to form the new 
group was given a boost after 
the acceptance of the merger 
by minority shareholders in 
France on Tuesday. This 
came a day after the European 
Commission approved the 
merger, which values the en¬ 
larged group at E970 million. 

UniChem. based in Surrey 
and chaired by Kenneth 
Clarke, the former Chancellor, 
unveiled the merger last 
month. The deal will see it join 
forces with Alliance, Europe's 
second-largest pharmaceuti¬ 
cal wholesaler. 

Through Moss, its retail 
chemist chain, UniChem has 
520 branches in the UK and 
after the deal the enlarged 
group — to be renamed Alli¬ 
ance Unichem — will have 12 
warehouses in.the UK where 
it will be the country's biggest 
drugs wholesaler, 66 in 


France and 49 in Italy. The 
merger follows UniChem’s de¬ 
feat earlier this year at the 
hands of Gehe, its German 
rival, in the battle for control 
of Lfoyds Chemists. 

Alliance Unichem hopes to 
take advantage of the increas¬ 
ing consolidation in the Euro¬ 
pean drugs market as big 
manufacturers look to large 
wholesalers to handle distri¬ 
bution across the Continent. 



Clarke: chairs UK group 


Packard Bell has 
$300m bail-out 


By Our Business Staff 


A RAPID decline in the 
prices of personal computers 
has forced America's 
Packard Bell NEC to ask 
NEC Corp. its Japanese par¬ 
ent company, to put up a 
further $240 million (£144 
million) to ensure its surviv¬ 
al, it emerged yesterday. 

NEC and France’s Groupe 
Bull have agreed to invest a 
total of $300 million as part 
of the company's restructur¬ 
ing efforts. Groupe Bull 
would put up $60 million of 
, the amount through what it 
called a “guarantee". 

As a result of the invest¬ 
ment NEC’s voting stake will 
rise to 49 per cent from 19.84 
per cent The stake held by 
founder Packard Bell de¬ 
clines to 3838 per cent from 
6032 per cent This is the 
fourth investment the com¬ 
pany has received from its . 
shareholders in the past two 
years. 

NEC'has deliberately kept 
its voting rights to less than 
50 per cent because it wanted 
to list shares of Packard Bell 
NEC as an American com¬ 


pany under US managers, 
said Seijiro Yokoyama, NEC 
senior executive vice- 
president. 

Until three years ago, the 
company, which was then 
known as Pacterd Bell Elec¬ 
tronics, specialised in making 
PCs geared toward home us¬ 
ers and children. However, 
profit margins in consumer 
PCs evaporated as market 
leaders such as IBM and 
Hewlett-Packard targeted the 
ome computer marker. 

In July 1995 Packard Bell 
agreed to let NEC. buy a 20- 
per cent stake for $170 million 
to shore up its finances. NEC. 
based in Tokyo, had been 
looking for a US partner to 
expand its brand name in the 
United States. NEC invested 
an additional $293 million in 
cash in February 1996. 

In July 1996. NEC merged 
its global PC operations out¬ 
side Japan-and China into 
Packard Bell’s. creating 
Packard Bell NEC Inc. In June 
this year, NEC invested 
another $285 million in 
Packard Bell NEC. 


Unions back 
TUC energy 
operation 

By Christine Buckley 

UNION ENERGY, the 
Trades Union Congress’s en¬ 
ergy-selling operation, has 
won the backing of unions 
representing 1.7' million 
members. 

Eight unions have signed 
up to the TUCs gas and 
electricity marketing divi¬ 
sion, which was launched at 
the trade union movement's 
congress in September. 
Union Energy had been op¬ 
posed by Unison and several 
other unions, which argued 
that the venture endorsed 
utility privatisation and was 
a step too near to a TUC pic. 

Union Energy claims it can 
offer a 25 per cent discount on 
British Gas bills and 10 per 
cent on electricity bills. Compe¬ 
tition in household gas is being 
introduced in Britain in a 
phased regional programme. 
Electricity is due to start on a 
similar basis in April. 


Opencast mining 
may be restricted 

By Christine Buckley', industrial correspondent 


THE Government is expected 
to announce tough .restric¬ 
tions on opencast coal mining 
early in the new year. It is 
likely that Richard Cabom. 
Minister for the Regions, will 
introduce a moratorium on 
new developments in a move 
to support the market for 
deep-mined coal. 

Mr Cabom shaped the 
Government's recent action 
plan to solve the short-term 
crisis in the coal industry 
after the Prime Minister 
stepped into the controversy 
and shifted responsibility 
from the Department of 
Trade and Industry. 

Mr Cabom will take action 
on opencast mining as part of 
his responsibility for 
planning. 

The move will dismay the 
many small companies in¬ 
volved in opencast mining 
and it will also hit RJB 


Mining, the biggest deep mine 
company, which has substan¬ 
tial opencast interests. But it 
will please environmental 
groups, which have long cam¬ 
paigned against opencast 
mining. 

By restricting opencast dev¬ 
elopment, there will be a better 
long-term market for deep- 
mined coal. The threatened 
closure of up to eight pils with 
the loss of5.000jobs triggered 
the recent crisis in coal, which 
provoked a shaTp policy Il¬ 
ium by the Government. 

The coal industry issued a 
warning that the fumre of 
deep mining was at risk 
because of the difficulties in¬ 
volved in reopening collieries 
once they have been closed. 
Opencast mines produced 
15.75 million tonnes of coal this 
year, compared with 31 mil¬ 
lion tonnes produced by deep 
mines. 


WAU. STREET 


NEW YORK: Shares were 
slightly higher at midday in 
extremely lighr trading on 
Wall Street, with many inves¬ 
tors choosing to skip an abbre¬ 
viated post-Christmas session. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average was up 12.71 points at 
7,672.84, although earlier it 
was 57 points ahead. Broad- 
market indices also retreated 
from some larger gains, and 
the number of declining issues 
took a narrow lead over ad¬ 
vancers on the New York 
Stock Exchange. Volume came 
to just 101.45 million shares, 
nearly half as slow as the pace 
of Wednesday's shortened 
session. 

Merck was the only Dow 
component with a move of at 
least a dollar, rising $1*4 to 
$102'2. Similarly. Dell Com¬ 
puter was the only big technol¬ 
ogy name with a noteworthy 
change, rising $l 3 ib to $78’ 1 ia 
in Nasdaq trading. 

Analysts said that few inves¬ 
tors were willing to make any 
big bets with trading sched¬ 
uled to dose at 1pm and so 
many players taking an ex¬ 
tended weekend. 

Those who did show up for 
yesterday’s session encoun¬ 
tered mixed signals from over¬ 
seas. with South Korean 
shares posting a big rebound, 
while Japanese stocks slid 
sharply. 



IHE SUNDAY TIMES 

WINNERS AND 
LOSERS OF ’97 


Saiosbury. 
it was a year to 
«febrate,iyut at tbe 
ofitorendof the high. 
streer.it was a year 
SirBemard Ashley 
waoldraiher forget ^ 

Tomorrow, pie Sunday 
Thnes'reveals which 
business tycoons made 
- and tost die most 
money during 1997 

Business — 

The Sunday Times 



Bank 
Beils 
2.46 
20.15 
5027 
2235 
0.B40 
1097 
076 
9.58 
2 £B 
454 
1 2J5& 
111 
1.12 
5.B4 
2844 
213.70 
0625 
3230 
2.77 
1122 
293-00 
72S 

243.00 
12.67 

233 

325854 

_ 1.775 1 -® as 

w anul denonanafion bank 

,1 


A*»8B$ — 
Austria Sch 

Belgium Fr ■— 

Canada*-—- 

SUSfff-- 

Roland MMc _ 
Ranee Fr -— 
GamamOm. 
STMcaDr .. £ .. 
Hong Kong S 
Iceland — 

toSshk’— 

SSSfc=- 

S£ri*GU 

NewZsfltafldS 
NomnwWj"-“ 
PortogaiEjc- 
SAIneaM.— 
Spain Pn —■~ 
Sw8d^K1 Kr 

SatotJandFr 
Tujksy Ura — 

USAS.- 


Bank. 

Buys 

264 

2131 

6423 

2.523 

0S12 

11.66 

921 

1037 

3.12 

493 

13.78 

151 

121 

629 

3081 

23123 

0684 

142S 

321 

12.76 
315.03 

0.61 

£ 61.78 

13.77 
225 


Stiff fines for Keppel bribery 


ONE of Singapore's biggest 
publicly traded companies 
has been heavily fined after 
admitting that ft paid more 
than S$853 million (£3 mil¬ 
lion) in bribes to a Southamp¬ 
ton shipping engineer in re¬ 
turn for ship-repair contracts. 

Keppel Corporation, in' 
which the Singapore Govern¬ 
ment holds 31 per cent, made 
a series of payments to Corne¬ 
lius van der Horst, former 
repair and technical manager 
at Petroleum Shipping, which 
operates from Southampton. 
Van der Horst, 56, was jailed 
for three years in January 
1996 after an Investigation by 


By Jon Ashworth 

the Serious Fraud Office and 
Hampshire Police. 

The affair poses an embar¬ 
rassment to the Singapore 
Government Its image was 
dented after the 1995 collapse 
of Barings, the UK merchant 
bank, after trading losses run 
up in Singapore. Controversy 
surrounded the 1997 genera] 
election and subsequent libel 
trial involving the Prime Min¬ 
ister, Goh Chok Tong, and 
Joshua Jeyaretnam. the 
Opposition leader. 

Suspicions were raised 
when Keppel which employs 
more than 14,000 people in 
South-East Aria, won the 


contract to perform mainte¬ 
nance on 27 Exxon ships in 
-succession. Van der Horst 
pleaded guilty at Southamp¬ 
ton Crown Court to three 
specimen charges of 

corruption. 

Keppel is alleged to have 
paid Van. der Horst 1 per cent 
commission on contracts in 
rtoun for information about 
competitors’ bids. 

Keppel made no arguments 
in mitigation, but pleaded for 
leniency. Adrian Soon, a dis¬ 
trict judge, fined it $$300,000 
(£107,000) on each of three 
charges of bribery, taking into 
account a further 14 charges. 
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Stock surfing for beginners 


Thousands of people will have received 


uujuput^ vyiui tu tne internet as 
gifts. Susan Emmett tests financial sites 


I t has only been two days since 
you unwrapped that shiny 
new PC with'a 56k modem 
and surfed your first wave an 
the What's new? Whars cool? sites. 
But by now you may feel it is time to 
use the Internet for something 
which is actually useful. 

There are thousands of Web 
pages devoted to investment .and 
personal finance subjects providing 
an enormous reference library for 
the small investor. In some cases 
the information was previously 
available only to professionals. 

But since the Stock. Exchange 
relaxed its rules in June, the 


has mushroomed. As the exchange 
charges for real-time information, 
Internet sites with up-to-the minute 
valuations come at a cost while 
those with prices on a 20-minute 
delay tend to be free. 

Many of the sites offering market 
information also include other per¬ 
sonal finance services. Bur the 
more established sites are usually 
of greater use for those seeking 
information on family finance. 

So whether you are looking for a 
pension or a mortgage, need more 
information to manage your busi¬ 
ness or aspire to become a fund 
manager, here is where to find 
relevant information at the dick of 
a mouse; 

Yahool 

http://finance.yahoo.co.uk 

Yahoo. 1 , one of the first ports of call 
for Internet beginners, expanded 
into financial services in October. 
True to Yahoo! tradition, this site is 
easy to use and well presented. It 
dispenses with many of the services 
offered by the more extensive sites 
but works well as a starting point 
and for quick reference. It is also 
completely free. 

The site focuses on publishing 
prices on all stocks trading on the 
London Exchange with continuous 
20-minuie delayed feeds. Users also 
have access to all stocks trading on 
The Frankfurt Boerse and the 
Bourse de Paris with 15 and 30- 
minute feeds respectively. 

Links are available to the US 
^.(http://quote.yahooxora) far 15- 
Vminute delayed feeds on all trading. 
stocks on the New York. Nasdaq 
and American Stock Exchange. 
Other features indude news from 
Reuters and the Press Association, 
exchange rates, precious metal 
prices and company profiles. 

. * 

Mooeyworld 

www.moneyworJd.cank 

Moneyworld services extend across * 
a much wider range of personal 
finance products titan most sites. 
As such, h is one of the most useful 
for those searching for information 
ot mongages, savings and pension 
funds. It also has more than 3.000 
London Stock Exchange prices on a 
20-minute delay and information 
on unit trusts and other funds. 

'$/ As the first personal finance site, 

■ launched in 1995,. ft is dearly des¬ 
igned and easy to follow. If you are 
new to the Internet and the world of 
personal finance, this site would 
suit you. As well as being well 
signposted, ft also explains the 
basics of finance and includes a 
glossary of financial terms. Money- 


world has links to other personal 
finance Websites, with a brief 
description of each. 

A current drawback is a lack of 
portfolio management Featured on 
many similar sites. But this service 
will be introduced early in the new 
year and unlike their competitors it 
will be free of charge. 

Interactive Investor Internationa) 
wwwiiLco.uk 

Used by both home investors and 
' independent financial advisers, this 
site has until now focused on collec¬ 
tive investments. But a recent vent¬ 
ure with Dialog Corporation, the 
online information company, will 
provide the site’s 45,000 users with 
equity prices. From February, III 
will offer real-time prices from 
London. New York ana Nasdaq. 

The new pay-as-you-go service 
will include access to global news, 
stock quote graphs, market brief¬ 
ings and stock market reports front 
Standard & Poor’s, for which 
investors are billed at the end of the 
month. Articles cost £1 each while 
company profiles are up to £5. 

The current service features in¬ 
formation on unit and investment 
trusts, datapn offshore funds. Peps, 
mortgages and pensions. Users can 
also create a portfolio of funds they 
wish to watch. 

But as foe name suggest, this site 
is unique for its interactive quality. 
If professional advice, is what you 
need, this service allows you to e- 
mail questions to a panel of inde¬ 
pendent financial advisers. It will 
also let you know where you can 
find your nearest DBA. Conversely, 
if you want to air your views, you 
can bead for the chatroom to swap 
ideas with other investors. 

Electronic Share Information 
www.csico.uk 

Another veteran of cyber financial 
information, ESI is aimed at those 
with more than a passing interest 
in stock market investments. ESI 
has both share and share option 
prices and unit trust'quotes. These 
are free on a 20-minute delay but 
real-time infbnuation comes at a 
price. At £20 a month, the Silver 
service combines unlimited access 
to real-time prices and portfolio 
management of ten personal port¬ 
folios each containing up to 100 
shares. • ‘ « 

Additionally, ESI is one of the 
few to provide a “trading gateway" 
to execution-only brokers such as 
Sharelink or Stocktrade. Option 
dealing can be routed through 
Union CAL in the same way. But 
these services are available only to 
subscribers. There is little in the 
free service or the E5 a month 
Bronze service which cannot be 
found more conveniently packaged 
and easily accessible on other sites. 
ESI requires all users to register 
which can dissuade casual surfers. 

Infotrade 

www.infbfrade.cauk 

Used both by private investors and 
businessmen, Infotrade is long-est¬ 
ablished and ESl’s closest compet¬ 
itor. The site, owned by Mitsubishi 
Electric, offers a mix of free and 
subscription-only services. But as 
one of the few regulated by the 



Just as the Sojourner rover made light work of sending back 
data from Mars, a Website such as Yahool below right, makes 
picking shares into an easy task for back-bedroom stockbrokers 
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Securities and Futures Authority, 
access to any information is only 
available after trawling through a 
series of disclaimers which can be 
oftjputting to newcomers. Another 
barrier is the need to register. 

Those who persevere are offered 
free share prices with a 20-minute 
delay, mortgage information, an 
online will-making - service and 
insurance quotes for travel, home 
and motor cover. 

For £14.10 a month, subscribers 
have access to company reports, 
portfolio management service for 
up to 20 portfolios each holding 40 
stocks am online share dealing via 
Sharelink, Caterdeal and Stock- 
trade. But if you want unlimited 
access to real-time prices, it will cost 
£11.75 per month. 

Market-Eye Premium 

www.market-eye.cauk 

The Market-Eye site certainly 
stands out from the crowd. Not 
only is the design slick, ir puts the 
sophisticated home investor on an 
equal footing with the City big beys 
by providing access to DataStream 


information. The site offers free 
share quotes for those who register. 

But it is the more recent Premi¬ 
um service, launched last month, 
' which fuels the fan rases of back- 
bedroom stockbrokers. For a fee, 
users are given real-time prices 
from the London Stock Exchange 
and information on London Inter¬ 
national Financial Futures Ex¬ 
change (liffe). investment trusts, 
foreign exchanges, the dosing 
prices, graphics and real-time 
news. 

The site is particularly useful for 
international investors as it lists 
32,000 international share prices in 
up to 60 countries, including all the 
markets in the European Union. 
New York, Tokyo, Sydney, Singa¬ 
pore, Hong Kong and Sao Paulo 
are among the markets covered. 

Other highlights indude a port¬ 
folio management facility with a 
daily e-mail valuation service and 
access to DataStream *s vast histori¬ 
cal database which has been pro¬ 
viding the City with company 
reports since 1964. The introduc¬ 
tory offer of £10 a month goes up to 
£20 at the end of this year. 
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Trackers refuse to be thrown off scent 


I f will take more than a few stock 
market wobbles and a meltdown in 
the Far East to deter investors in 
index-tracker funds, it would seem. 
Anecdotal evidence from fund providers 
suggests that small punters have re¬ 
mained unflinching in the face of the stock 
market's gyrations since October and 
have, if ~ anything. Increased their 
investments. 

This insouciance certainly looks jusrifed 
in terms of past performance. The two 
and three-quarter years since Virgin set 
the industry' alight with publicity 
lambasting the performance of managed 
funds has given some perspective to the 
brash claims of Richard Branson. So far, 
investors drawn by the promise of ultra- 
lean charges and performance to boot 
have seen the reality (largely) live up to the 
hype. 

Index trackers have turned in a 
sparkling performance against their man¬ 
aged brethren over both one and three 
years, the periods during which the sector 
has started to motor. As our table shows, 
even the average fund tracking the FTSE 
100 index has managed a very acceptable 
225 per cent rise over the past year or so, 
rising to an extremely handy 68 per cent 
over three. 

That is well ahead of the nearest 
managed rivals in the UK growth and 
income sector, the investment universe 
shared by both trackers and conventional 
unit trusts. The figures from Standard & 


Poor’s Micropal show below average 
growth of 15-5 per cent over one year and 
slightly less than 56 per cent aver three. 
Add in the fact that only 13 of 145 UK 
growth and income funds beat the tracker 
average over one year and only nine of 121 
outperformed on a ihree-year view and 
one can be forgiven for wondering why 
any fund manager is still in a job. 

The surprise is not so much Che absolute 
performance of index trackers — after all, 
they have only had id come dose to 
matching a FTSE 100 in robust good 
health this year to do well. More of a 
shock is the failure of managed funds to 
cash in fully on the market’s gains, despite 
the alleged added value provided by their 
managers. 

Investors have certainly not been slow 
to recognise-the difference, pumping a 
record 1123 bflEon into the sector in the 
ten months to October, compared with 
£434 million in the whole of 1996. Much of 
this is money reshuffled out of existing 
investments, observers say. suggesting 
that investors are wising up to the 
advantages of index trackers. But as our 
table shows, there is a surprising degree 
of divergence in performance, even within 
the index-tracking sector. Biggest is not 
always best 

Despite being one of the smaller 
providers. RivCr & Mercantile (R&M) is 
ranked number three among FTSE 
trackers. Jonathan ‘Harbottle, of R&M, 
says they aim to keep the fund's diver¬ 


Thought for the day 


Managed funds are failing to keep pace with 
their leaner rivals, says Magnus Grimond 


gence from the index to no more than 0.18 
per cent over 12 months. Yet the Micropal 
figures show R&M at least two percentage 
points adrift on its tracker over one year. 

Mr Harbottle points out that straight 
comparisons with the index being tracked 
can be misleading. A number of factors, 
including charges, how closely die fund 
matches the index, the basis of dealing, 
how income is treated and the time that 
prices are taken, all make significant 
differences to the final valuation. 

C harges are dearly crucial, with 
those groups—notably three of the 
clearing banks — still charging a 
management fee underperforming signif¬ 
icantly. River & Mercantile, which pio¬ 
neered index trackers with a unit trust 
team poached from James Cape! in 1995, 
daims to be the lowest-cost provider for 
anyone with more than E2500 to invest. 
The group levies a 05 per rent initial 
charge to cover stamp duty and 035 per 
cent of the value of the fund every year to 
cover management costs. 

Mr Harbottle says: “We are aiming at 
professional investors and the more astute 
private buyers, who see that Gartmore, 
Virgin, HSBC etc are offering good value. 
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and see that there is even better value at 
River & Mercantile." 

The group's crown as cheapest provider 
is disputed by Legal & General, whose 
two UK funds — together totalling £885 
million — make it one of the industry’s 
most popular brand names. L&G makes 
no initial or exit charge add levies 05 per 
rent a year to cover management Taking 
account of the fact that River & Mercantile 
does not offer a personal equity plan. 
Mike Hadyn, managing director erf L&G's 
unit trust company, says that L&G* is the 
cheapest PEP tracker on Jhe marketHe 
questions the size and expertise of a 
relatively small provider like R&M, which 
has less than £35 million in its index- 
tracking fund out of a total of E190 million 
in unit trusts under management : 

"We manage £25 billion and we would 
argue that scale is the key to running 
index funds. The bigger the funds, the 
lower ffie costs are going to be," he says. 

L&G. which aims to track its indices to 
within 05 per cent in two years out of 
every three, daims sheer volume allows it 
to absorb many costs that are otherwise 
piled on to the investor. Both the stamp 
duty and the costs of “aggressive” 
marketing are absorbed with the 05 per. 


cent annual fee on the assumption dial 
they wifi.be recovered over time. 

"The argument for index tracking is so 
compelling that die response rate will be 
higher and we will get higher profits as a 
result" argues Mr Hadyn. • • 

Despite-charging more than both R&M 
and L&G, Virgin can already boast the 
largest single lurid, even after less than 
three years in the index-tracking game. 
Not a company to hide its light under a 
bushel. Virgin daims its championing of 
the index-tracking cause has been the 
main factor in the product's new-found 
popularity. David Ramsbottom. market¬ 
ing manager at Virgin Direct says Virgin 
is about “providing a product for fee 
majority of people, it is all about making 
it simple toid straightforward." 

T he zero initial charge and I per cent 
management charge certainly fits 
that philosophy. The wily niggle is 
Virgin’s annoying £2 fee per investment if 
you invest less than £1.000 and a 05 per 
cent charge if you hold the fund for less 
than five years. 

But these are nothing compared with 
the increasingly , incongruous initial 
charges being levied by a few providers. 
Given that there is no need for expensive 
fund managers to run tradeer funds, there 
would seem to be no justification for fees 
that match conventional unit trusts. 
However, Barclays is charging a chunky 
535 per cent initial charge for its FTSE 


tradeer and a further annual fee of 135 
percent 

John Kelly of Barclays Funds, the new 
name for the old Barclays Unicom unit 
trust group, is hardly forthcoming with 
robust defences for these charges. “We 
don’t promote these funds. They are used 
within funds of funds said through the 
branch networks and the fees are rebated 
within them. They were created to meet the 
management and distribution expenses.” 

Even so, there appears to be a contradic¬ 
tion at the heart of the Barclays approach 
as it wrestles with sorting out its Byzantine 
unit trust structure. While promoting 
advisory management for the private 
investor to justify large fees, it also owns 
the largest index-tracking group in tin 
world — Barclays Global Investment 
Managers. With a group of that calibre 
within the Barclays stable, it seems odd 
that the bank is not promoting its four 
tracker funds. 

Perhaps foe problem is. as Anne 
McMeehan of the Association of Unit 
Trust and Investment Funds says, that 
"people have used trackers as a marginal 
stepping stone to get our of building 
societies and into the tropical hear of 
managed funds”. 

The launch in 1999 of individual savings 
accounts, with their requirement for low 
costs and easy administration, should be a 
gift to tracker fund providers. But there 
may still be too-many vested interests 
around realty to get them off the ground. 


Avoid rose-tinted speculations 


W hat an odd year. Twelve 
months ago, stock market 
analysts found it hard to 
sound optimistic about 1997 prospects in 
the world's main stock markets. Tbkyo 
excepted. Share prices had flown further 
ahead of their long-term trend. Interest 
rates looked set to rise in Britain and 
America. Continental Europe was stuck 
in a fiscal squeeze. Forecasts of profit 
growth were shrinking. 

In the event, London. Wall Street and 
most continental markets have had a 
great year, prices rising betwen a fifth 
and a third. Instead of Japan finally 
dimbing out of the valley of despair, 
however, it has been joined there by foe 
rest of East Asia, other than China. 

Profits are growing slower on both 
sides of the Atlantic and UK short-term 
interest rates have risen strongly. Other 
factors have driven asset prices further 
ahead. The most important has been the 
downtrend in long-term interest rates. 
Most investors reckon inflation will stay 
modest So share ratings have pushed 
headily up. especially in New York. 

Over there, thanks to tile Federal 
Reserve, the economy continues to tread 
a confident path between over and 
underheating. That gave a solid bans 
for the rest of the world, until tire Asian 
epidemic spread in autumn. Now 
America has to keep on the golden road 
while the third of the world economy 
relied on to be most dynamic faces a 
1930s-style slump. The West must hope 
that the "tiger" economies will adjust 
rapidly where even Japan has foiled. 
The other boost has come from 
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outperforms nee by many of the top 
shares that tend to dominate indices. In 
part that reflects the global approach of 
more fond managers.. Many of these 
groups have also gained the benefit of 
pasf restructuring or started new 
rounds of mergers and cost-cutting. 
Many sprawling giants shrank their 
equity base by paying out lumps of cash. 

In Britain and continental Europe, 
international mergers in defence and 
insurance are booked in advance. The' 
infection wfll surely spread to other 
sectors as multinationals prepare for the 
euro and for global competition. 

. Having been sensibly cautious and 
mostly wrong a year ago. securities 
houses and fund managers are now 
cheerful ab out fo e London market Most 
expect foe FTSE 100 index to end 1998 
between 5 and 20 per cent higher. 

On average, however, big investors 
expect earnings and dividends to grow 
tty about 7 per cent next year as foe 


economy slows sharply. After a long bull 
market you might think it hard to 
justify share prices rising faster than 
company earnings next year. 

Western markets reacted robustly to 
Asi an m arket turmoil in the autumn. But 
the FTSE is still 6 percent off its October 
peak of 5330. Do not presume further 
short-term growth unless and until it has 
surpassed that level. Meanwhile, if 
values turn down, those negative factors 
that are ignored in good times wfll figure 
more heavily in investors’ minds. 

B ade home, economic growth may 
slow too far. And investors may 
decide that Labour is more 
hostile in office than they hoped in the 
innocence of spring. The windfall tax 
was shrugged oft the utilities index ends 
foe year in line with foe big company 
average. But monopoly utilities are still 
in line for when ministers need enemies. 
Pep holders are to be doubly hit. by 
abolition of tax credits and by restric¬ 
tions on foe replacement savings vehi¬ 
cle. That £5 billion a year dividend tax 
on pension funds will really hurt profits 
if the stock market turns down and takes 
surpluses with it. Other tax reviews are 
due; do not expect.favours. 

As usual, new year is a time to take 
stock but not necessarily a good time to 
take investment decisions. If you want to 
gamble spare money on Far East 
markets, good luck. By all means take 
foe plunge. Beyond that, private inves¬ 
tors* best new year resolution would be 
to look after their own common interests 
better in a newly hostile world. 
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. j fe CoUinson looks back at a lively year in the markets 



Hang on tight as 
we loop-the-loop 


R ollercoaster is a word 
used too frequently to 
describe investment 
markets. By the end of 1997, 
rollercoasters were old hat — 
stock markets were doing a 
loop-the-loop. 

Most investors should 
have enjoyed the ride. The 
total return on investing in 
UK shares over the past 12 
months has been a stunning 
22 per cent Wall Street defied 
the doomsters with its con tin-; 
ued rise, while merger mania 
helped European bourses to 
break one record after 
another. The unlucky inves¬ 
tor was in Japan and the Fax 
East with many emerging 
markets submerging instead. 

What'S in store for 1998? 
The message from the experts 
is to keep your cash in UK 
shares. But if you are tempt¬ 
ed outside the UK go no 
further than Europe. Un¬ 
winding the problems in 
Japan and the Far East will 
take many more months if 
not years, while only the 
bravest are willing to commit 
money to Wall Street at the 
level that share prices have 
now reached. 

Property could be the joker 
in the pack, with many 
predicting ihai UK commer¬ 
cial properties, particularly 
in the South, will outstrip 
returns from investing in 
shares. 

The investment buzzword 
for 1998-is “shareholder val¬ 
ue*. Investors can no longer 
rely on. economic growth to 
delrCfer stock market returns 
— foe meltdown in the Kore¬ 
an and Thai markets has put 
paid to that notion. Instead. 
The experts are searching out 
companies and countries 
where the interests of share¬ 
holders — in the form of 
higher profits, dividends and 
share buybacks — take prece¬ 
dence over building corpo¬ 
rate empires or maintaining 
market share ar any price. 

But ft is worth remember¬ 
ing how spectacularly wrong 
^he experts can be. For years 
investment managers have 
exJ °lfed the virtues of the Far 
East, based on economies 
growing at 8 percent to 10 per 
oent a year. But the canny 
investors who ignored their 
calls and bought big US 
stocks i gsiparf would have 
eWed ihuch fatter profits. 

Weekend Money asked the 
experts to gaze into their 
balfc and make pre- 
QJCtitnts fbr the year ahead. 

■ ifrifltED! KINGDOM: 
Erononrists- broadly agree 
that fije economy wifi slow in 

4 .- ... - • i ■ 


Broker 


1998. especially in the second 
half of the year, with growth 
at around 2 per cent to 25 per 
cent compared with more 
than 3J5 per cent in 1997. 
Interest rates are also expect¬ 
ed to nudge upwards, al¬ 
though the peak of around 7.5 
per cent will be lower than in 
other periods. Despite this, 
profits and dividends are 
expected to grow at around 7 
to S per cent providing 
support for the stock market 

David Rough, Legal & 
General group director, in¬ 
vestments, said: "We expect a 
FTSE100 level of5,500 by the 
end of 1998. but we also 
expect to see a bumpy ride up 
to that level. A 
rush to &500 
early in the 
year would 
see us taking 
a defensive 
position." Big 
UK compan¬ 
ies, partic¬ 
ular financ¬ 
ial stocks in 
the FTSE KX>. 
were the only 

investment 
game in town 
in J997. Can 
their rise con¬ 
tinue. or 
should the 
UK investor 
be buying 
smaller com¬ 
pany shares? 

Keith Wade, chief econo¬ 
mist at Schroders, said: "We 
expect further bid activity in 
the new year, particularly 
among medium and smaller- 
sized companies." fidelity 
adds that the mid-sire com¬ 
pany is its preferred invest¬ 
ment in the UK but admitted 
that “the market overall can¬ 
not be said to be cheap". 

But Ken Forman, global 
strategist at Standard Life, 
thinks that big companies 
should continue to surge 
ahead. He said: “SmaDer 

companies look cheap, but 
they may continue to look 
cheap. What is driving world 
stock markets is the trend 
towards global players. Big 
companies are becoming big¬ 
ger. Banks could have 
another good year because, if 
you look ar the European 
banking scene, not one has a 
large market share." 

■ EUROPE: Second favour¬ 
ite after the UK for most 
investmentmanagasiis con¬ 
tinental Europe. Economc 
growth is picking op- J"* 
inflation and interest rates 
iSfain low and the midook 

for profits growth is good. A 
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lot of merger activity is also 
expected before European 
economic and monetary 
union, currently on track for 
January 1999. 

Unfortunately, much of the 
good news is already in the 
level of European share 
prices, w hich rose even more 
than the'FTSE during 1997. 
Mr Wade said: "Europe re¬ 
mains the safe haven from 
the problems in Asia. There 
are a number of favourable 
developments which should 
support equity prices, includ¬ 
ing corporate restructuring." 

Mr Forman says that de¬ 
spite recent mergers such as 
between Swiss banks UBS 
and SBC, 
there is still a 
long way to 
go. “Europ¬ 
ean compan¬ 
ies really are 
at an early 
stage of ra¬ 
tionalisation, 
f think the 
mark will 
rise, but not 
enough to 
take the shine 
off the effect of 
reorganis¬ 
ation.” Legal 
& General is a 
little more 
cautious. 
Peter Knap- 
ton, L&G Sec¬ 
urities 
managing director, said: 
“The outlook is reasonable, 
but it wont go up in leaps 
and bounds. Restructuring 
wDl continue, but valuations 
are quite high." 

■ UNITED STATES: The 
absence of British investors 
from the Wall Street boom is 
the big “mea culpa “of the UK 
investment industry. Janies 
Williams, chairman of Bar¬ 
ing Asset Management’s 
strategic policy group, said: 
“My colleagues in America 
unkindly suggest that when 
the British finally change 
their negative views on the 
US, the market will peak.” 

But there are no signs that 
the experts are capitulating 
. and telling investors to buy 
US stocks, fidelity, the big¬ 
gest investment organisation 
in the US, and which also has 
a large presence in tire UK 
said: “There is no doubr thai 
valuations remain stretched." 

•Mr Forman-said: “Inves¬ 
tors have got foe US wrong 
for a long time and I admir I 
came out far too early. But 1 
do wonder if profit margins 
are going to come under 
pressure next year, and I 
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expect underperformance 
from the market, although 
not a crash.” 

■ ASIA: The crash began in 
Thailand, spread like wild¬ 
fire through Malaysia and 
Indonesia and finally toppled 
South Korea, the biggest 
economy in the region after 
Japan. But a rapid bounce 
bad; is not expected. 

Richard Urwin. 

Gartmore’s head of macro- 
economic research, says: 
“The Asian crisis could yet 
develop further. Perhaps the 
greatest risk concerns China, 
which has to date been rela¬ 
tively unaffected by the tur¬ 
moil among its neighbours." 

Schroders is also negative: 
Mr Wade said: “We feel h is 
too early at this stage to 
predict when a broader re¬ 
covery will begin." However, 
Mr Forman added: “If cur¬ 
rencies stablise there will be 
some recovery in confidence. 
It’s a high-risk play, but I 
wouldn’t be advocating going 
in yet" 

■ JAPAN: When will the 
eight-year bear market in 
Japan finally bottom out. 
TOs time last year many 
investment professionals 
were tipping 1997 as the year 
of recovery in Japan. In the 
event the market has gone 
from bad to worse, dipping 
below 15.000 at the year end, 
compared with 40.000 at the 
end of 1989. 

Mr Forman says the pain 
could continue for another 
couple of years. He said: “I 
suspect it will recover a hit 
but I believe ft will be in a 
trading range for a few years. 
It will be in the long-term 
interest of the Government to 
let a number of companies go 
bankrupt Rescuing them 
will not be foe solution." 

Japan is most affected by 
the Asian crisis because it 
sends 7 per cent of its exports 
to Korea alone. Schroders 
said: “We remain cautious on 
foe market due to worries 
over the financial system and 
a deteriorating economic en¬ 
vironment Corporate earn¬ 
ings are likely to disappoint 
rather than surprise on foe 
upside and we expect foe 
market to remain volatile." 

Mr Knapton said: “It's 
going to get worse before it 
gets betlerl The bad debt 
problem is enormous. A new 
low could be established, 
below 14.500, but at the year 
end it could be between 
16,000 and 18,000, which 

would be a good recovery if 
you get your timing right" 


Welcome to the People’s New Year 


T hose for whom shop¬ 
ping is not therapy but 
torture have even ex¬ 
cuse today not to go to the 
sales. They can. with justifi¬ 
cation, plead poverty. In the 

new year, almost everyone 
will be worse off. Our fi¬ 
nances have been attacked 
by a combination of tax and 
interest rare rises. The next 
Budget is likely to contain 
further blows to the wallet 
including possible national 
insurance increases. 

To date, the Government 
has attempted to introduce 
its tax rises in a surreptitious 
fashion, although it has not 
always been successful in 
suppressing bad publicity. 
True to his pledge not to 
raise income tax rates. Gor¬ 
don Brown has ensured that 
the effect of the cuts to 
various concessions cannot 
be seen in wage packets. But 
households will still see their 
incomes shrink, as they pay 
out more for pensions and 
see savings tax breaks cul 
T he phasing-out of tax 
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relief on profit-related pay 
which begins next month is a 
more overt tax change, dear¬ 
ly visible on payslips (see 
page 4S). The million-plus 
employees affected by the 
redaction, who will each lose 
an average of £20 a month, 
will reflect that at least 
Kenneth Clarke tended to 
operate in a more upfront 
fashion than his successor. 
Meanwhile. Mr Clarke, who 
announced the ending of this 
relief in his 1996 Budget, will 
himself doubtless enjoy the 
embarrassment to Labour of 
his tax timebomb. 

Most of the 3.7 million 
workers in profit-related pay 


schemes will not be compen¬ 
sated by their employers for 
the shortfall in their earn¬ 
ings. For those who are 

homeowners, lower earn¬ 
ings will coincide with more 
expensive mortgages. The 
new rate of mortgage tax 
relief will add £11 to the cost 
of the average loan. At foe 
same time, foe millions of 
borrowers whose loan rates 
are adjusted once a year are 
likely to see their repayments 
rise by about £50 a month. 

In ibe light of these extra 
costs, few will have the spare 
cash to make the extra pen¬ 
sion savings made necessary 
bv Mr Brown’s abolition of 


pension tax credits. This was 
his most devious move to 
date. But, as advance corpor¬ 
ation tax numbs even the 
nimblest brains, few will 
have understood the implica¬ 
tions for their pensions of 
Mr Brown's tinkering with 
the rules. Most will not real¬ 
ise that they should have 
raised their contributions 
until it is too late. 

H owever, foe mean¬ 
ing of Mr Brown's 
other savings lax 
measure was far clearer. His 
plan io replace Peps and Tes¬ 
sas with individual savings 
accounts (Isas) could be int¬ 
erpreted in only one way: as 
a disincentive to save. Fortu¬ 
nately. foe public outcry has 
ensured foal the Isa propos¬ 
als will be remodelled. Those 
who hold out little hope even 
for the revised version 
should take a fresh look at 
foe Tessa. She has grown 
generous in her final 
months, with no liposuction 
of her rales expected. 


Unit and investment 
trusts tipped for top 


H ow can small investors lake 
advantage of the forecasts for 
investment markets in I99S? 
Weekend Money asked Graham Hooper, 
director at Chase de Vere Investments, 
one of the biggest investment advisers in 
the UK. to pick his top unit mists and 
investment trusts for 1998. 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Schroder UK Enterprise unit trust 
Folly Pepable. 

"I believe that sterling's strength will 
continue to affect big companies, which 
tend to generate a large part of their 
profits from overseas. Therefore. I’m 
very keen on the smaller companies 
which make up most of Schroder UK 
Enterprise. It's got a very good fund 
manager, Jim Cox. who is relatively 
sanguine on UK equities and has a 
brilliant track record. It's also not 
expensive to buy." 

Perpetual Income unit trust Folly 
Pepable. 

“I recommend this for an investor who 
wants income rather than growth. 
Fifteen months ago a Jot of investment 
advisers began wondering if perfor¬ 
mance had gone off the boil, but the 
manager, Neil Woodford, has answered 
his critics and shoved performance 
down their throats. I expect it to do well 
again in 1998." 


EUROPE 


Fidelity European unit trust Fully 
Pepable. 

“EMU is politically almost inevitable, 
and 3 single currency will mean lower 
investment risk and volatility for UK 
investors. The trust is widely diversified 
and I like the manager, Anthony Bolton, 
who is an excellent value investor. At 325 
per cent ft has a relatively cheap initial 
charge, and Fidelity also offers a phasing 
option for anyone worried about marker 
levels at the moment" 


UNITED STATES 


Henderson American Capital & Income 
investment trust 

"You can't ignore the US and you should 
have a toe in it but you don't want to take 
on the risk of buying with Wall Street at 
these levels. One way around it is to buy 
the capital shares of this trust which had a 
wind-up date of February 28. 1999. It has 
only 15 months more life and it is well 
covered. The way the trust winding-up will 
work, even if the US stock market contracts 
by 25 per cent per annum, it will still give 
investors 1S.9 per cent If the market stays 
at these levels, it will give 22.7 per cent” 


JAPAN 


No selection. 

“I am a pessimist on Japan, and if we saw 


12,000 on the Nikkei 1 wouldn't be 
surprised. The Government still has not 
addressed the structural problems in the 
financial sector, and there are more 
problems on foe horizon. Investors ought 
not be too exposed to Japan. If you still 
want a Japanese investment, I would take 
Perpetual's Japan trust managed by Scon 
McGlashan, who approaches the market 
with a pessimistic view." 


FAR EAST 


HSBC Hong Kong Growth. 

“I am still very worried about South-East 
Asia and Korea, and I still think there are 
things to come out of the woodwork. I 
normally prefer to recommend regional 
trusts with a spread of countries, but not 
this time. Currently 1 prefer HSBC Hong 
Kong, but if you do want a spread, then 
Schroder Far East has got about the best 
selection of investments." 


BALANCED 


Fidelity Triple Performance. Fully 
Pepable. 

“For a diversified Pep which has the 
advantages of putting your investments 
across many different regions. 1 am 
currently recommending Fidelity's Pep. 
which has half in foe UK 25 per cent in 
Europe and 25 per cent in the Far East." 

Patrick Collinson 


the Index-Tracking PEP 


WHAT MAKES 

LEGAL & GENERAL’S FTSE ALL-SHARE 
INDEX-TRACKING PEP 
OUTSTANDING VALUE FOR MONEY? 

A glance at the tabic will show chat 
-ZjL- since its launch two years 
ago - this Index-Tracking PEP from 
Legal & General has proved that it 
offers PEP investors superb value 
for money. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share 
Index. This Index reflects the 
performance of the entire stock- 


AO IMl'iAt. CHARCLS 
n *<>■ < vv/ AI - 

f/. J /•) I \MwV\ti:sr CHARGE 

/V O «77 HDKAW \1 rf:i: 


market, so it reduces the risk of 
being over-exposed to shares which 
under-perforin and lessen your 
return. In fact, a lump sum of£6,000 
invested in the Legal & General 
Index-Tracking PEP at launch would 
now be worth £8,623* compared 
to just £7,975" in the average UK 
Income & Growth Trust. 

With no initial charges 


Vouom.: 


Legal & General / 0.50% / 43-72% i 


Im , ; , . . . 


Gartmore ''; -'. j f.00% / 4Z$3%^ 

a -x. i 




The FTSE All-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP that 
performs the best 


_linn oi .. 

tt Most jyjd also have „ 

other charge®- 


deducted, more of your i 
money is invested at * 

foe outset for maximum _ 

growth potential, there are no 
withdrawal fees and with an annual 
management charge of 0.5% - the 
value for money is outstanding. 

So make the most of today's 
opportunities. For further details 
{including information on our 
monthly saving option) call now or 
visit our web site at hrtp://www. 
Iegal-and-generaI.co.uk 


Find out more now - phone free 050011 6622 

Min i’HOM: Ham TO .Spin WEEKDAYS 9am TO Spm WEEKENDS. PLEASE QUOTE REE: B4DL26 . 


n. 


For tout pnirtecijon calls w* usuaJH be recorded ml randomly monboird. 


'C7 r T7Q . ] would like more (niormauon about the Legal & General InJo Tradon*; PEP 
I IjU Post IO- Legal & General tDireci i Limited. FREEPOST SWCOtiP. CanUfl CFJ 1YW. 


1 


Surname fMr/Mre/MbVMsi 


Forename* 


PUSJCodr 


Dale nf Mrtb 


Tel. No. Home 


Tel Nu: York 


If vow alrcadv haw any PEP innsUnm. please tick here C’ B*DL2fi 

*t m itlryl i mn m k, welc wir Manning,, mfuracd ba, anticd nidi >■» lh>« —. w irfJ 

AM lahcr pudra ut nHn nCcml h> 0 k lend * denral Cduaip ul luoiuiar, ilui »e hek-c am K. 
tmcn-«tu)HU VxuMidil pidc tax io itemc dm carefiilh *lcncd taSoaBikin.ptai'C ud hetr £j 


| ota 


I 
I 

LegaT&Y I 
General_| 


& 


-Source; Micmpsl/LCIM. im an offer in bid bout fused on all PEP charges with pon income ic^inne-tcd fnnta ni ll ,*K <-«ncr launch) in ill.12 V Pa*t performance Is rmi itncvonh 
a £ttide fu future pcffunmacc. From OCi ih 99 tax unfit* wiB no longer be able to be miatmed hj PEP* tiu-odnj; la equity ham1 unit mats, (huh capital and pki«k value- nut 
pu down as well as up and toil out- not per back the amuimi ininacd. ad comparbun. uf cum apply iu PEIS inmonp wholly m lmli imas Fun s mien detail* arc available <m n.t|nc*. 
AH scannenu ire conrci a»at 01.i 2.T .The Go t e mw coi puhfahcd a consuiathc dneumon to Percmbcr i*N7un pmpouh for tDdnrkluil Saving* Aruwin, iliA-i iu he launched in 
April 1990.Tbe term and Unuts tor ctuiiuurtfi an raisUna PEP mto an GiA are hemp conudeml a pan fjthe e<w£ulizttun. Legal & Genoa! (Direct) Limited RcpaMcred in Cnpbnd 
No. 2702080 Hc gfarow l office Temple Conn.! 1 Queen Vtcrona ■Mint. London EON a TP Srprc-cnuuvc onh oi dir Upd a, Ccnenl nurknlnp £iuup. member- • *’ n+u.ii are KjwiLned 
by the nawjtul Invrsum audacity ami IMRO for ihc purpose* of irdKnnTCTKJmf^adrMiiB no and scllinj; life aanmurc and knvnlmcm product* bra rise Legal S tivfKTlIV name. 
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IKE TIMES 



THBg^&TIMES MONEY INFORMATION SERVICE 

Some festive cheer 


•» 


for housebuyers 



INSTANT ACCESS ACCOUNTS 


Account 


Notice 
of term 


Deposit Rate paW 


C hristmas may not be 
the obvious time to go 
househunting. But 
now could be your best 
chance of actually finding 
somewhere you want to buy— 
especially if you live in 
London or the South East 
For most of this year, 
would-be buyers have been 
thwarted by a serious short¬ 
age of good property. Any 
desirable home in a good area 
was snapped up immediately. 
Greedy sellers and unscrupu¬ 
lous estate agents took advan¬ 
tage of intense competition to 
gazump existing buyers and 
accept higher offers from 
others. 

Demand pushed up prices, 
in cum tempting many poten¬ 
tial sellers to hold back and 
wait for further rises. London 
saw rises of up to 40 per cent 
in some areas during 1997. 

But now supplies of proper¬ 
ties and numbers of people 
wanting to buy them are 
swinging back into equilibri¬ 
um. Buyers, particularly in 
expensive parts of the country, 
are starting to jib at high 
prices as mortgage costs rise. 
Sellers are realising that 
house price rises will almost 
certainty slow next year. 
Housing analysts are predict¬ 
ing a rise of around 5 per cent 
in house prices nexr year. 


compared with up to 12 per 
cent in 1997. 

Hilary • Wade, of 
Winkworths. the London es¬ 
tate agent, says: “Availability 
is up and we expect it to 
improve. Next year should be 
steady and buyers should 
start looking now.” 

The sooner they start, die 
more likely they are to beat off 
rivals armed with fat bonuses 
from a good year in the City. 
According to Ms Wade, some 
are already looking, and not 
just in the mfllion-pound 
bracket “They're looking at a 
whole range of things. They’re 
looking in Fulham. Notting 
Hill Islington. Battersea. 
Wandsworth." 

Buyers outside London ami 
the South East may have more 
of a problem finding what they 
want however. Ian Perry, of 
the Royal Institution of Char¬ 
tered Surveyors, says there is 
still a shortage of good proper¬ 
ty in sought-after areas. “All 
through the year there has 
been a supply problem. It has 
unproved but there's still a 
problem, except in the South 
East Elsewhere, there are lots 
of people looking but they can't 
find anything they want" 

See page 39 for Halifax 
house price predictions. 


Woolwich 0800 222200 
C & G 0800 742437 
jaJ & General Bank 0500111200 
lifrrce & Leic B$ 0845 6088860 


Card Saver 
Inst Transfer 
Direct Access 
First Qs Inst 


Instant 


Pc 
Postal 


£50 

£ 1,000 

£2£0Q 

£10,000 


7.00 

7.25 

7.15 

7.50 


NOTICE ACCOUNTS & BONDS 


Account 


Notkar - 

of term Deposit 


Interest 


Rata paid 


Bristol & West 0800 202121 
Northern Rock 0500 505000 
West Bromwich BS 0990143668 
Investec Bank {UK) 0171 2031650 


Postal 30 
Select 90 
Direct 90 
Base Plus 


30 day p £ 10,000 7J3Q Yly 

90 day p £10,000 7.90 Yly 

90 day p £25,000 8.00 Yly 


1 year, 


£ 2.001 8.00 


FIRST TESSAS {TAX FREE) 


Account 


Notice 
of term 


Deposit 


Interest 
Rate . paid; 


Melton Mowbray BS 0800 731 7385 
Sun Banking Corp 01438 744505 
Investec Bank (UK) 0171 203 1650 
Mansfield BS 01246 202055 2 


5 year 
5 year 

Premier+feecler 5 year 

5 year 


£1,000 7J90 Yly 

£3,000 7.85 Yly 

£9,000 7.85 Yly 

£500 7.75 Yly 



CREDIT CARDS 


Card type 


Interest 
per month 


APR% 


Fee per 
annum 


Capital One Bank 0800 669000 
Cooperative Bank 0800 109000 
Robert Rerra'ng/S&P 0800 829100 


Visa 

Advantage Visa 
MastercaraVisa 


0.64%N 7.90%N NH 

0.64%NC 730%N Nil 

1.00% 14.00%£12 



x- •;• 



PERSONAL LOANS 


APR 


Monthly payment on £5,000 for 3yrs 
with insurance no insurance 


Direct Line 0181 680 9966 
Capital One Direct 0800 216252 
BoS (Banking Direct) 0800 805805 


12.80%A 

12.90% 

1290% 


£183.75 

£189.48 

£191.55 


£166^8 

£166.54 

£166.60 


MB. A = Minimum age 22 yaws, B Withdrawals via Bank Cteartng System. C - no Interest tree period, N - Introductory rats 
for a United period, OM « interest paid on maturity, P - By Poet Only 


* RATES SHOWN AF£ GROSS AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
PLEASE CHECK RATES BEFORE INVESTING 


Sara McConnell Sovran MbneyFaats, the Mommy Guide to Investment S Mortgage Roes 0)1692 500 677) 




....... : 

: • 0645645000 

OnfirwyA/c 1 2.00 JJ0 120 1m 0i »»««*» 

InvestmentA/bV 4:75 380 2.W 3mth 06456^®“ 

Income Bond** 6.75.5.40 4J52,00fr®-™J^ 

Rat Opt Bond* 675 540 *** - 

44th issueCertfri 63S . °oLinM Iffflh 

Ctddran's Bondt 6.75 
Gon Ext Rate 2L51 


aNGLEUFEpevatenri) Male: Age60 Age65- 


Sun Ute--—Lever 

Sun U of Can_Level 

Standard Lf_-.-.Level 

Comm Union ....--Levei 


*Mg £2-251 

E8JB14 
£9.044 


£9&* § 

£10.136. £11.** 


ijss w® s®- 

M1381 


usnaaa ure 

SINGLE UFE 

Faitote: 

Age 60 

Age 65 

Age 70 

EquitsUe Lf_ 

_level 

£8,176 

£7^41 

£8,909 

£8,879 

£9.871 

£10.164 

Sun Ltie -_1_. 


£8,097 

£8,911 
£ 8,919 
£8,904 

£10,092 

£10.111 

Sun Li of Can. 
Canada Ufe — 

_Level 

_.Level 

£8,154 

£8,071 

JOINT LIFE, 2/3 WIDOWS . Male: 
(level annuity) . . Female: 

Age 60 
Age 55 

Age 65 
Age 60 

Age 70 
Age 65 

Pe|idhaMalr 


£7,807 

£8,384 

£9.197 

£ 9,203 
£9,072 
£9,152 
£8,909 

SttoLiof Can. 
Sun Life 

_Level 

Level 

£7,760 

£7,659 

£8£60 

£8^61 



£7.604 

£8^54 

.Prudential __ 

_Level 

£7,694 

£8jZ48 

SoirarAmutlyEtoXt (01716346000) - 

; Statistic* compiled by Jttckie Stradiing 
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GUARANTEED INCOME BOi'IDS 






annual income 

Rates as at June 19.1997 


Investment (£) Company 


Standard 
Rate (%) 


1 Year 


2 Years 


3 Years 


4 Years 


5 Years 


1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.45 

5,000 

A1G Life 

6.26 

10,000 

GE Fin Ass 

6.75 

20.000 

Hambro Assured 

6.80 

1,000 

Ham bra Assured 

6.00 

3,000 

ITT Lond & Ed 

6.10 

5,000 

AJG Life 

6.17 

10,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.80 

1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.75 

3,000 

ITT London & Ed 

6.30 

20,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.45 

50,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.55 

1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.80 

3,000 

ITT London & Ed 

6.15 

1,000 

Hambro Assured 

5.86 

10,000 

Hambro Assured 

6.30 





T;.; -ugfe 

inm 



FIXED RATE 

Stoss 

coupon 

Buying 

price 

% 

Gross 

yield 

Minimum 
issue purchase 
price amount 

Birmingham Midshires 9.375% 

12350 

7-590 

100.17 

1,000 

Bradford & Bing ley 

11.625% 

153.25 

7.590 

100.13 

10,000 

Bradford & Bingley 

13.000% 

17135 

7390 

10030 

10,000 

Britannia 

13.000% 

170.75 

7.610 

100.42 

1.000 

Coventry 

12.125% 

15850 

7.650 

100.75 

1.000 

First National 

11.750% 

154.00 

7.630 

10035 

10,000 

Leeds & Hoibeck 

13.375% 

18030 

7.430 

10033 

1,000 

Newcastle 

10.750% 

144.25 

7.450 

10032 

1,000 

Newcastle 

1Z625% 

168.50 

7.490 

100.45 

1,000 

Skipton 

12.875% 

174.00 

7.400 

100.48 

1,000 

PERPETUAL SUBORDINATED BONDS 



Chett & Gloucester 

11.750% 

159.75 

7360 

10038 

50,000 

Halifax 

8.750% 

11630 

7310 

100.62 

50,000 

Halifax 

12.000% 

152.50 

7.870 

10038 

50,000 

Halifax 

13.630% 

186.00 

7330 

100.00 

50,000 

Bristol & West 

13380% 

17530 

7.620 

10034 

1,000 

Northern Rock 

12.625% 

16635 

7.590 

100.14 

1,000 



W.Ji ■»»_ -»_JM 

DUIKMng OOCHHHBS 

Chelsea 

0800291291 

Nationwide 

0800 302010 

Britannia 

0800 528350 

Banks 

Bank of Ireland 
01189 510100 
Northern Rock 
0845 8050500 


539 £20k-150k 
5.75 to£300k 


80 

90 


FtXBdjD 1.220 


Budding Sodetfc 


5.74 


No min 
or max 


80 


236% discount 

lor 2 years \. 

Fixed for 2 
years 


4.85 


G1635 r ‘ 
Mansfield 
01246 202055 
Clay Cross 
01246 862120 


2-20 


525 


£30-100k 
£2S-250k 
£15-100k 


95 


90 


3% discount for 
1 year 
6% discount-6 mth 
Further dsc; 

3% discount 
12 months 


0.99 £20-145k 
3 JOB to£250k 


95 

75 


Fixed 6 months ". 
3% disc-6 friths 
Fixed to 1.220. 



Banks 

Bnk of Ireland 
01189510100' 
Bristol & West 
01908 343400 


.0.99 

3.49 


£20-145k 

C15k+ 


95 


95 


Fixed for 6 mths 
3% disc 6 ruths 
fixed to 1.1.99 


Leiger lenders. ktetamd buyer* tabtea brBfay\Gi*dcsUd (017538800% 


Lander 


Interest 
rate % 


Loan , Max 
size % 


Notes 


PtBS=P w nannt 'naorast-booring shares. Soiree NMWast Mutate 


Sourco: Charribsriain do Brae0171-434 4222. Not rates. Income and capital p uar mflnsd. 
Early surrender. Terms wary. Monthly incoros may bo malaHa. 



Mo, Feb Mar Apr May An JU Aug Sap ,061 l*» Deo 


Bnfltflng SoctaUe* 
Sca r borough 
0990133148 
Nottingham tmper. 
01159817220 
Leeds & Holbeck 
0800216121 
Banks 

Bank of Ireland 
01 189 510100 
Northern Rock 
0845 605 0500 


039 

£15:100k ' 

95 

0,75 

£25-150k 

75 

130 

to£180k 

95 

039 

£2D-I45k 

95 

339 

to£250k 

75 


7.45% doo-B mth* 
2%-6mth,0.5%-1y 
Fixed at 0.75% 
to 31.158 
7% dsc-6 mth, 
1%dsc-6mth 


HmdSmths, 
3% dsc-6 mth 
Fixed until • 
1.220 
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.Pnsrcode. 




W»y Yld 


•I- % 


AECOIV LIFE ASSURANCE 
Edinburgh Kart- EJUbMh. EHG9SE 
M31334919) 


Balanced 

L1C Equity 

Property 

Fliedlmerest 

Monty 

tnicnvufcmal 


50200 5W6U -ore 
79O90 HUM . 170 
45620 «CJO * 060 

sun yo.no * I Jo 

28200 299.10 * 130 

42X40 448.10 - 1M 


ABBEY LIFE 


BKSJUL 
0CO2292S7? 
Custodian S4 
DIUCal H 
intmuUmu; £4 
Piwcard Gih 54 
AtUnmdflc 
Eorupcan 54 

mpHStrt 
Equira Ser4 
Min «T4 
coni 5rr4 
MnnrySer4 
FUed Ini Srr* 

American Srr 4 
Hluh Inc So-4 

InJeend tir. Srr4 
Japan 5rr4 


ALBANY UFE 

i Dvtr. Laar, 
0170742311 
Squlry M Ur 
European W mx 
F ixed Ini Ace 
Old Money Arc 

Inti Managed mi 
I ntnullni/Wr 
Japan Fund 
N American mt 
t-ropFd mx 
M ultiple im An 


2lx5u 

227.ro 

- ojo 

17760 

1*000 

• OJO 

21400 

22X0) 

- i.ro 

13160 

13X40 

• am 

14560 

15300 

- I 10 

ffcj-TO 

27X00 

• n ro 

44*00 

47X50 

- OIO 

31000 

32h6D 

- 100 

84JJO 

soi.ro 

- 3TO 

37DOO 

3WJD 

• 040 

M0D 

3M.10 

* 040 

44X70 

470JO 

♦ OJO 

83050 

*6X70 

- 2-30 

07X00 

KU4-20 

- 400 

1 2*100 

272.70 

- are 

21X10 

22750 

- xio 

Potter* Bar EN6LU 

22I4J0 2T3b.ro 

-1100 

: 557.00 

s*7re 

- l.io 

blire 

664-30 

♦ uo 

376J0 

ratu 

• ore 

E MJZJO 

844.70 

- 300 

JSQ70 

40070 

* are 

ios.ro 

20X00 

- 450 

W0t) 

S2j.ro 

- 050 

51700 

545 CO 

• 060 

1)35.10 

I40s.ro 

- xsa 


ALLIED DllNBAR ASSURANCE 
Swindoa SNilEL 
01795 SI 4SM 

Fullm WpACC C2W 444.40 * 03J 
EqulIJ *cc I9WJ0 1977.10 - nJB 
Property hec 74UX1 7H4JU * 050 
Far haw An ZMM 24UO - 1.IO 
Managed Caplul Ml » WS.90 - 1.70 
■do- MX 144430 I57SM) - 

o-trox* ATX imoo 1407JO - 7 SO 
CUl Edged ACT bXIStl HOSD * 1.70 
omer Equity mx Unto 141031 .mu 
Amer Han atc IS1U Sc To , a so 
Amor Prop mx 11730 12)40 • nm 
Dmrttuiftnn Bondi 3XO OKS a 


r\XA Eoumr a law 
IRAN - 


ASSURANCE 
HM e nlM M Raul HlRb 
OHM 463403 
Reer.v Sc b inso 

Baked sera 9Saio 
OppOTrunliv Sir b 21910 
Olynlfaullan Seen 114 10 
IfK Eqoflftfi Srr 6 14893) 
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H a z e l Spink takes a look at the second-hand endowment market 






Family gathering, such as that in Home for the Holidays, can stretch emotions to breaking point; leading to divorce 


T he weeks after holidays 
such as Christmas and 
Thanksgiving in the US 
see a rise in couples seeking di¬ 
vorce. their marriages strained 
k past breaking point by the fest- 
pivides. In the upheaval of a 
; break-up. many people seek 
something to sell id raise cash. 
S Often, they turn to an endow- 
. i ment policy, surrendering it to 
the insurer for a lump sum. 
| However, because thee poti- 
.>Fcies are surrendered in the 
Rarly years, many policyhold- 
?jgrs will not even get back what 
j 5f.ey have paid in. Every year. 

: *bout £3 billion of with-profit 
! Endowment polities are cashed 
• £ 1 . often by those fadngsudden 
■ /hantial difficulty. Weekend 
| £loney looks at how this mar- 
j ytet works. 

r- = . •. 

Q What is a traded endow¬ 
ment polky and what is 
the advantage of selling it? 

nri A traded endowment poF 
icy. sometimes called a 
®second-hand endowment, is a 
with-profit endowment life 
assurance policy that the origi¬ 
nal policyholder no longer 
wants, and instead of surren¬ 
dering it he sells it id a market- 
maker for more than its sur¬ 
render value. The polity is theii 
bought by an investor. The 
policy stays secured on the or¬ 
iginal policyholder’s life, but 
the new investor takes over¬ 
paying premiums and has all 
rights to proceeds of the policy. 

fQl Why should I consider 
u^J selling my polity in¬ 
stead of surrendering it? 

H Provided you have the 
right type of polity you 
are likely to be offered, on 
^Ijverage, 15 per cent more than 
rifie surrender value and per¬ 
haps 30 or 35 per cent more. 

[7Y] What type of polities 
l_Nj are marketable, and are 
any excluded? . 

H Ibe most useful ones are 
with-profit endowments, -. 
but some whole of life polities 
can be sold in./this way.:. 
Polities need to have been in 
force for at least five years and 
have a minimum surrender 
value of EZ000. 

[Ql How dci I set about 
Lb&J selling my polity and 
finding a trader to do if? 

dCT"| Perhaps the' easiest way 
‘•eOy to sell a policy is to go to 
a specialised market-maker. A 


Cash in to 


market-maker buys the policy 
outright far a sum higher than 
its surrender value. Premiums 
continue to be paid by die 
i market-maker until die policy 
is sold to a new investor, who 
takes over paying premiums 
until maturity. A list of mar¬ 
ket-makers can be obtained 
from the Association of Policy 
Market Makers (0171-739 
3949). Polities can also be sold 
at special auctions. 

.[Ql How do I choose a 
IjsJ roaxket-njakcr to sell my 
' policy through? . 

® It is probably best to ring 
three market-makers for 
a quote arid them provided all 
three are regulated by die PIA 
and are preferably members 
of the Association of Policy 
Market Makers, you simply 
choose the best quote. 

[Tv] How long does it take 
l_sl for a market-maker to. 
give me a quote? . 

HT] You will usually receive 
l£it details of hcwrmudt the 
market-maker will offer with¬ 
in 48 hours. . 

' j^yl W311 have to pay any 

i VI charges on the deal? 

S Na The price you are , 
quoted is the price you 
receive. The market-maker 
makes a profit by stiling a . 
policy on at a higher price. 


Is a traded endowment 
a good investment? 


H This is a complex ques¬ 
tion. With-profit endow¬ 
ment policies offer relatively 
low risk and fairly stable 
growth. Premiums are invest¬ 
ed in a life office's with-profit 


fund, so peaks and troughs are 
smoothed out Hie insurer 
pays an annual bonus ata rate 
calculated by its actuaries. The 
rale reflects investment condi¬ 
tions generally, but not direct¬ 
ly. Once added, these bonuses 
cannot be taken away. A 
terminal bonus is added on 
maturity. 

[q| Do second-hand eudow- 
1_^J meats offer good value 
for money? 

rn On the one hand, trad- 
l£*J ed endowments are at¬ 
tractive because the original 
policyholder has borne the 
cost of setting up the policy. 
Furthermore, the sum assured 
and any bonuses accrued be- 
• fore you buy the policy are 
guaranteed. However, the lev¬ 
el of future bonuses is not 
guaranteed and you need to 
take a view on whether the life 
company underwriting the 
polity is likely to maintain its 
past performance. And wheth¬ 
er the assumptions that have 
been made about future levels 
of growth are sound. 

Furthermore, you have to 
bear in mind that the original 
policyholder is .getting a high¬ 
er amount than the insurance 
company would offer and so 
arguably, you are ultimately 
paying over - the odds. In 
defence of second-hand en¬ 
dowments. market-makers 
point out that insurance com¬ 
panies are renowned for offer¬ 
ing low surrender values. 


Is there a minim mn 
investment? 


® There is no minimum 
investment, but the aver¬ 
age policy sold has a surren¬ 
der value of £10.000. In 
addition, you have to pay the 
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Bond may leave you 
shaken and stirred 


premiums until maturity. In¬ 
vestors who do nor have this 
much to invest could consider 
gaining exposure to tills mar¬ 
ket through one of a handful of 
investment trusts that invest 
in a wide range of traded 
endowments. 

[Q] What son of return can 
1 expect to see oh my 
investment? 

® Two leading market- 
makers cl aim that their 
investors have seen annual 
returns in excess of 9 percent 
Beale JDobie reckons that of all 
the policies it Iras sold which 
matured in the second half of 
1997 the average annualised 
compound growth rate was 
9.79 per cent The company 
points out that most investors 
are unlikely to pay tax on this 
unless they exceed the annual 
capital gains tax allowance. 
Policy Portfolio claims that the 
average annualised growth 
rate of all policies it has sold 
which matured in September 
and October of this year was 
9.4 per cent 

[q] How do 1- set about 
1^1 buying a traded endow¬ 
ment? 

You can ask market- 
makers to send you a list 
of stock they have. When 
choosing a polity, you need to 
consider factors such as the 
length of time to maturity and 
ihe quality of the life office. 
Market-makers point out that 
polities underwritten by low¬ 
er-quality companies will be 
cheaper, which affects the 
return you make on your 
investment 

Market-makers calculate 
the prices they charge for 
traded endowments using 
fairly complex formulae. So if 
you feel unsure about whether 
apolicy is fairly priced and 
offers good value for money it 
may be worth consulting a 
financial adviser. 


What happens if the 
original policyholder 


[XI When policyholders sell 
I**! a polity they relinquish 
all rights to it. However, the 
policy remains secured on the 
policyholder’s life so if the 
policyholder dies, the new 
investor will receive all pro¬ 
ceeds of the policy, including 
the basic sura assured, ac¬ 
crued bonuses and generally a 
terminal bonus. 


H igh-income bonds linked to 
stock market indices have been 
rightly criticised in the past for 
disguising the risks to investors' capital. 
But the latest offering from the Rova! 
Bank of Scotland (RBS) really takes the 
mickey — or should that be the Nikkei? 

At fust sight the five-year Royal Bank 
of Scotland high-income bond looks 
extremely attractive. Like other high- 
income bonds it offers investors good 
levels of income plus the prospect of 
getting bade their original investment 
after five years. 

Investors with a minimum of £5.000 
can select either an annual income of S.75 
per cent, or a slightly less generous 
monthly income of 0.7 per cent, equiva¬ 
lent to 8.4 per cent a year. Alternatively, 
they can roll up the income and grow 
their capital by 55 per cent over the five 
years. These figures are ail the more 
impressive because they come after 20 
per cent tax has been paid by the Royal 
Bank of Scotland (however, as this tax 
cannot be reclaimed, the high-income 
bond and others like it are not suitable for 
non-taxpayers). 

In other words £5,000 investors opting 
for monthly income can look forward to 
E35 every four weeks. This builds up to 
£ 2,100 after five years, giving investors a 
total potential return of £7.100. Annua] 
income seekers could get even more as 
their yearly payments of £43750 total 
£2.18750 after five years. But, potentially', 
it is growth seekers who can g« the most, 
accumulating £2.725 on top of their 
original investment. 

However, there is a big "if hanging 
over these rosy figures. The Royal Bank 
of Scotland will return investors’ money 




Love at first sight, 
but Gavin Lumsden 
finds high-income 
investment from 
RBS carries a 
stine in the tail 


only if both the FTSE 100. the main UK 
stock market index, and the Nikkei 225, 
its equivalent in Japan, do not fell over 
the next five years. 

High-income bonds linked to two stock 
market indices have become common in 
recent years as banks and insurers 
compete with each other lo offer big 
headline income figures to investors. 
However, they have been criticised for 
downplaying the risk to investors' capi¬ 
tal. Effectively, investors who buy these 
bonds are taking two bets at once, 
thereby doubling their risk. 

Potential investors should take particu¬ 
lar care with die Royal Bank of Scotland 


bond. Betting on the UK may be OK at 
the moment, but Japan Is definitely high- 
risk. The land of the rising sun has been 
in the perpetual sunset of recession for 
seven years, its financial system is weak, 
corrupt and indebted, while the entire 
economy is about to be blown further 
downhill by the economic crisis in South- 
East Asia. 

Seven years ago the Nikkei 225 stood at 
37.460. It is now at 16585 and may fell 
further (see chart). U has risen in only 
four of the past ten years (February to 
February). Yet if the index is more than 5 
per cent down by February 2003. RBS 
will subtract the income it has paid out 
from investors' capital. Customers who 
pot in £5,000 could get back as little as 
£2.900 in this worst-case scenario. 


A lthough RBS’s marketing litera¬ 
ture is dear about the implications 
of either index falling over five 
years, it is scandalously short on details 
about the Japanese market. Would-be 
Investors are effectively being asked to 
bet that Japan, which is undergoing an 
historic crisis of confidence, will right 
itself by 2003. RBS's view is that Japan 
has fallen as low as it will go and can only 
rise. It may do and then again it may not. 
Investors need information which RBS is 
not providing. 

RBS's lack of candour is all the more 
alarming because it is not waiting for 
people to apply but is frequently target¬ 
ing customers to whom the product can 
be sold. RBS customers have sent in £30 
million a month before the deadline. 
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Short term market volatility has not 
changed our view about the merits of 
the smaller company investment 
theme. Consequently, we are launching 
two funds designed to exploit the value 
now offered by smaller companies. 

Guinness Flight Global Smaller 
Companies Fund offers a diversified 
approach to smaller company 
investment and can take advantage of 
opportunities wherever they may 
occur. Guinness Flight European 
Smaller Companies Fund offers a 
route into the 'new era’ of smaller 
company investment in continental 
Europe. 
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GUINNESS FLIGHT 



GuinnataHgM Fund Managers (Guams^ Lifflilad. Gubwan Pl^ht Houm, PO Bm 250, St Peter Port, Guernsey OY1 3QH, Chamal islands. 
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Three reasons why small is smart. 

Short term volatility provides long term Investment 
-Opportunities. We believe that the currant period of equity 
market volatility is creating many attractive investment 
opportunities, particularly in the smaller company sector 
where real value can now be found. 

^ Since 1995, smaller companies have under- 
performed their larger counterparts. The environment 
for smaller companies remains dynamic in the US and 
Europe. In the US, investors are already focusing on the 
valuation gap' between larger and smaller companies. 

In Europe, change is creating opportunity: With large 
'sections of European industry becoming accessible to 
investors for the first time, through new share issues, the 
range of smaller company investment opportunities has 
never been greater. 
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Graham Searjeant 
on an odd year 
in the market 
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Easing, the cost 
of Christmas 
break-ups 
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Not so prosperous new year 
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Changes to PRP 
tax relief will 
hit millions of 
employees in the 
pocket, says 
Caroline M err ell 


M illions of people 
who have en¬ 
joyed the tax- 
free benefits of 
profit-related pay (PRP) for a 
decade will find themselves 
considerably poorer in the 
new year as changes intro¬ 
duced under the last Govern¬ 
ment begin to bite. 

Since 19S7. profit-related 
pay schemes have enjoyed 
generous tax perks. There are 
now a round 14.000 schemes in 
operation with approximately 
3.7 million members. Philip 
Fisher, from Chantrey 
Vellacotu believes that around 
15 million of these wfll be 
affected by the changes com¬ 
ing in next month. “Those hit 
will be members of those 
schemes that have an account¬ 
ing period running from Janu¬ 
ary." he said. Mr fisher said 
that these people will be 
around 2 to 3 per cent poorer 
because of the change. 

Under present rules. PRP 
paid to an employee under a 
scheme registered by the In¬ 
land Revenue is free of income 
tax in any year up to the lower 
of £4.000 or 20 per cent of the 
employee’s pay in die profit 
period to which the PRP 
relates. According to the In¬ 
land Revenue, the average 
amount earned by people in 
PRP schemes is less than 
£1.400 a year. 

The Government intends 
completely to abolish die tax 
relief on these schemes by the 
year 2000. The first stage of 
the abolition of the tax relief 
comes in to effect from the 
beginning of next year. The 
ceiling on tax relief will be 
halved to E2.000. halving the 
maximum benefit to higher- 
rate taxpayers from £1,600 to 
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Anne Ashworth 
on new year 
tax increases 
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Use Internet 
to give your 
wealth a boost 
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Harder times: the impending changes to tax relief on profit-related pay will mean that millions of people will have less to spend next Christinas 


£800. A higher-rate taxpayer 
who earns £4,000 in PRP will 
be £66 a month worse off 
under the new rules. Someone 
paying the basic rate of tax 
and earning the full E4.Q00 of 
profit-related pay will be £38 a 
month worse off. 

In 1999 the ceiling wifi be 
halved again to E1.00Q, and by 
the year 2000 the tax relief will 
be phased out altogether. 

Barclays Bank, which em¬ 
ploys a total of 66,000 people, 
said that a high proportion of 
them would be worse off next 
year. Alan Grant Barclays 
Bank personnel executive. 


said: ’They wfll begin to feel it 
in January." He said die 
biggest impact would be cm 
those who earn £35,000 or 
more, adding: “Someone on 
this salary will be around £20 
a month worse off next year." 

Mr Grant pointed out that 
the tax relief before the change 
would be worth £1,049. After 
die change this tax relief 
would fall to £650. Around 
E159 of this extra tax would be 
be applied to the lump sum 
available under the scheme, 
while the rest would apply to 
die monthly salary. Mr Grant 
said that the changes to wages 


had been communicated to all 
its staff. 

For those who work at 
Boots, the high street chemist, 
the impact could be even 
greater. Mae than 50,000 of 
the company’s employees ben¬ 
efit from TOP. The company 
says that removing all the tax 
relief from its scheme would 
make the average employee 
£200 a year worse off, assum¬ 
ing an average salary of 
£10,000. Boots does point out 
that the full impact of the 

changes to tax relief will not be 

felt until the year 2000. 

A Boots spokesman said: 


There has been no decision to 
compensate employees for the 
tax payable. We are, however, 
reviewing all bonus arrange¬ 
ments and will seek to ensure 
that our schemes continue to 
act as incentive and reward for 
all effective per formance." 

Stuart Hibberd, director of 
Arthur Andersen, the accoun¬ 
tants who were one of the 
pioneers of PRP schemes, said: 
"We have seen, a small num¬ 
ber of schemes disappear. 
Many companies are waiting 
until 1999 to begin to phase the 
schemes ouL” 

A survey carried out by 


Arthur Andersen in Septem¬ 
ber showed that only 45 per 
cent of companies have told 
employees about the reduction 
in wages. The accountancy 
firm also found that there was 
-stiff little pressure on employ¬ 
ers to make up the difference 
in employees’ wage packets. 

Mr fisher said the cost to 
■ employees of making up the 
difference could be consider¬ 
able. He says the cost to a 
company of making up the lost 
wages for 5.000 workers could 
be nearly Ell million, assum¬ 
ing that 50 per cent are higher- 
rate taxpayers. 
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A high-risk 
bet on the 
Japanese index 
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Bank Tessas found wanting 


T essa savers have Lost up 
to £500 in interest by 
going to a high street 
bank rather than shopping 
around, according to a survey 
on Tessa returns published 
this week. The survey, by 
Money Facts, the savings data 
specialist, shows that a 
Barclays Bank Tessa matur¬ 
ing on January 3, 1998. will 
pay out £11,099.67, £510 less 
than the lop-of-the-table 
Choiiey & District Building 
Society’s Tessa. 

The Barclays Tessa was 
S5th out oF the 91 providers in 
the annual survey. The pic¬ 
ture was almost as poor at 
other high street banks. 
NatWest. Lloyds and Mid¬ 
land are all paying out re¬ 
markably similar amounts 
and were ranked 72nd, 73rd 
and 74th in the table. 

Abbey National and Hali¬ 
fax are both in the bottom half 
of the table, with only TSB 
among the major providers 
achieving a respectable 
payout to savers. TSB will be 
gmng Tessa savers £11509.46, 
£250 more than unlucky Tessa 
holders at sister company 
Lloyds Bank. 

Stephen Bullock, chief exec¬ 
utive of Choiiey & District 
Building Society, says the cost 
of paying dividends to share¬ 
holders is why the returns 
from high street banks are so 
much tower than at his society. 
The three-branch Lancashire 
society is a mutual and aims to 
■z maximise payouts to members. 
Mr Bullock said: “We are a 
mutual organisation and our 
interest rate structure does not 
have to take into' account 
paying shareholders. It allows 
. us to operate on a narrower 
interest rate margin than toe 
big banks." The Choriey also 
. paid out a 0.75 per cent bonus 
" to its Tessa holders on maturi¬ 
ty on the full value of the 
amount saved. 

- A NatWest spokesman 
admitted that until recently 
the bank set its Tessa rates to 
match the other high street 
banks rather than offer toe 
best returns, explaining why 
: returns from the major banks 
differ by only a few-pounds. 

He said: “We have now 
taken a conscious decision to 
be a lot more aggressively 
competitive in the Tessa mar¬ 
ket Before that we were only 
comparable to the other 
banks; now we want to be the 
best in the market" 

A Lloyds spokeswoman 
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INCOME TRUST 



A CONSISTENT 
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6 YEARS . 3 YEARS . 1 YEAR 


It is consistent investment performance over time which 


wfll determine toe value of your PEP. 


Mutual friends: savers rallied round when deposits went missing mlfs a Wonderful Life 


claimed the the bank’s policy 
was to offer a “competitive" 
Tessa, but admitted that its 
aim was to be competitive 
only against the other high 
street banks. 

More than four million 
savers have put nearly £27 
billion into Tessas, and the 
industry is predicting a safes 
boom in 1998 as the April 1999 
deadline for the aid of tax-free 
Tessas and the start of indi¬ 
vidual savings accounts (Isas) 
approaches. Nearly 400,000 
Tessas opened in 1993 wfll 


mature during 1998. while 
many other people who have 
not taken advantage of their 
tax-free allowances will be 
looking for a Tessa before tire 
tax drawbridge is raised. 

Isas will offer only £1,000 a 
year in tax-free savings, much 
less than the £9.000 that can 
be put into a Tessa over a five- 
year period. But until April 
1999 savers can still open a 
Tessa and benefit from tax- 
free savings for tire next five 
years. When the Tessa ma¬ 
tures, savers will be allowed to 


RANK/PROVIDER 


VALUE 


1 ) Choriey & District BS- 

2) Julian Hodge Bank--- 

3) Investec Bank (UK)- 

4) Norwich & Peterborough BS- 

5) Buckinghamshire BS--— 


_Q 1,610 

_£11,600 

...EI1593 

-£11578 

-£11565 


4b) Abbey National- 

55) Halifax (Gold) —.. 

72) NatWest-- 

73) Lloyds —-- 

74) Midland--- 

85) Barclays... 


-£11582 

__ £11354 

__£11348 

_£11347 

_ £11531 

.. £UJ099 


Source: MoneyFacts. Projected maturity value of variable- 
rate first Tessas as at January 3 E9S, assuming the Tessa 
was opened on January 4,1993, with the maximum invest¬ 
ment of £3000and maximum contributions made on each 
anniversary. 


transfer their capital (a maxi¬ 
mum of £9.000) into an Isa, 
although tire interest accumu¬ 
lated wiH not be transferable. 

First-time Tessa buyers can 
put a maximum of £3,000 into 
a Tessa in its first year. £1,800 
in each of the second, third 
and fourth years and £600 in 
the final year. But anyone 
who touches their capital in 
the five-year period will lose 
their tax-free rights. 

The MoneyFacts survey un¬ 
derlines tire importance' of 
shopping around for the best 
Tessa rate: The Times carries 
a listing of the best rates 
currently on offer (see page 
46). Savers can choose be¬ 
tween a fixed or a variable 
interest rate, depending on 
whether they think rates are 
likely to rise or fall. 

NatWest Is keeping to its 
pledge to be the best in the 
market offering the highest 
fixed rate of 7.45 per ceit 
“You can ire longer criticise us 
for lack of competitiveness," 
said a spokesman. However, 
variable rates are currently 
higher. The best rates on offer 
are from Melton Mowbray 
Buflding Society and Sun 
Banking Corporation at 7.9 
per cent and 755 per cent 
respectively, 

A year ago the position was 
reversed, with fixed rates bet¬ 
ter than variable rates. 


FIDELITY 

Recovery 


+174% +42% +3% 


UKSmSlwto's +171% +45% -1% 


As the table shows, over five years Jupiter's Income 
Ihist has handsomely beaten the best-per fo rming fully 
PEPable funds from each of tbe four largest unit trust 
PEP providers. It has also beaten toe same funds over 


12^,. +152% +74% +4% 


one and three years. 


M&G 

Income 


+135% +55% +13% 


Jupiter Income Trust compared with toa top performing 
fully PEPable unit trusts over 5 years from the four . 
largest unit trust management groups 
Sam MerqpsL Oflta- to Ml gnu team nwjwsnt *» 1.12J7. 


Jupiter’s performance achievement, over the shorter 
as well as the longer term, stems from an active and 
consistent investment strategy carried through by a 
of top-quality, long-serving fund managers. 

■ PEPS will not be available for much longer. Make sure 
you get toe most out of yours for 1997/98. 


Thlk to your financial adviser, call us free now or return the coupon. 
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Leaders in long-term performance . 
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FOR PflORE INFORMATION CALL FREE ON 05 0 0 0500 97 
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To: Investor Support Jupiter Unit Trust Managers Ltd, Krrightsbridge House, 187 Krrigltcebridge, London SVY7 iRg, 
Pi ease send me further Information on: 'Jupiter Income Trust Q ' The Jupiter PEP Juphar Unit Trusts Pj 


Print Name (Mr/Mrv/ Mb}.. 


-Address. 


—.P ost Code —i 


Patrick Collinson 
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